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Bnei Yisrael fell into the trap that Bilam had set for them. He gave advice to Balak to send
the Midayanit women out to sin with Bnei Yisrael. Not only did they sin with them, but Bnei
Yisrael also worshiped the idol baal peor. Meanwhile, the Nassi of Shebet Shimon wanted
to justify their actions & took one of the most prominent Midayanit women, Kosbi the
daughter of the nassi of Midyan, & did the act of zenut with her. Pinhas, the son of Elazar,
the son of Aharon Hakohen, knew that this was an abominable act, disgracing Hashem &
Klal Yisrael. He therefore went & killed these two sinners, Zimri ben Salu & Kosbi bat Tzur.
This earned him the beracha of “Brit Shalom” and in addition, his children would be
Kohanim forever. The Targum Yonatan explains the Brit Shalom that Pinhas was given
meant that he would eventually be a Malach who will never die, and he will always be a
messenger of Shalom to Klal Yisrael. As our Rabbis explain, Pinhas is Eliyahu Hanabi Zachor
Letob, that is always at the Brit Milah giving the blessing of shalom & in the future he will
declare the coming of meshiah.
What was so great about the act of Pinhas which warranted receiving such a great
Beracha? How did he also have the ability to save Klal Yisrael from destruction, as the pasuk
says, “His vengeance against evil quieted My anger & thus I did not wipe out Klal Yisrael”.
Our Rabbis explain that Pinhas endangered his own life by doing this deed. He had to enter
the tent where Zimri was doing this terrible with Kosbi, with thousands of the (sin) עבירה
men of Shebet Shimon standing around to guard him. Pinhas entered as a ploy to also join
Zimri & had to convince them that he too wanted to partake in this act. He was applauded
by the rest of Shebet Shimon & was welcomed. The midrash enumerates twelve miracles
that occurred by this act of Kiddush Hashem which eradicated a menace that disgraced
Hashem & Klal Yisrael. The miracles that occurred showed his sincerity & that it was not
done out of personal anger or hate. Some of these miracles were that he was alone, and
he was still able to kill both of them while in the act. Pinhas then was able to carry them
out holding the spear upwards, which was showing them in the act (Continued on page 2)
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בס”ד

Parashat Pinhas/פרשת פנחס
Friday /

Shir HaShirim - ש”הש /  6:45

Candle Lighting -  7:55

Shekiah - שקיעה / 8:13

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:34
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  5:45

- מנחה 7:00
- שקיעה 8:12
- שיחה 8:40



Page-2

This Bulletin has been Sponsored Refuah Shelemah for Malkah bat Yaffa Bella

To Sponsor an Issue Please Contact 732-703-4310

while they were still alive. They were not able to release themselves,
and everybody was just watching in amazement, without harming

him. Pinhas carried them around the Mahane Yisrael so that everyone could see their
disgraceful act & he returned safely to Moshe. Another miracle was that he put their bodies
down & only then did they die, thereby not making him Tameh. Pinhas’ actions took a
tremendous amount of courage, but not  courage of anger or hate, pure courage to
sanctify the Name of Hashem & not let evil doers have any effect or say in Klal Yisrael. We
must realize that Pinhas wasn’t a famous individual at that time & he had to go against two
prominent people, plus their shebatim. Also, he could have been killed by Zimri or by
Shebet Shimon very easily, & this did not deter him in performing such a great Kiddush
Hashem. Pinhas’ actions testify to his pure intentions and his great love for Hashem.
This is a strong lesson for all of us, not to give in to evilness or wrongdoers. We have to
stand up against peer pressure and not desecrate the laws of woman’s dress or tzeniut.
Mens’ association with women, the mixed parties & beaches are part and parcel of what
Pinhas fought against. We must be strong & not give in to the pressures of society. These
acts of courage which stand up against lightheadedness will grant one beracha in his
service to Hashem, he will have a family of children with purity and good character & he will
merit blessing forever.

Shabbat Shalom         HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Eretz Yisroel in the early twentieth century. Poverty, hunger and disease were
unfortunately the norm for many. But the Jews were not only physically deprived.
The spiritual state of many Jewish people was very weak. Many people abandoned
the ways of their fathers and left the path of Torah r”l. The Rabbis of Eretz Yisroel
tried very hard to fight the tide of non-observance that permeated the holy hand.
The desecration of particularly caused much pain and Jewish businesses being  שבת
opened on שבת hurt deeply. Desperate to help their lost brethren the rabbis
explained the  beauty and  sanctity of the holy day. But their pleas fell on deaf ears
and many could not resist the  temptation and the risk of losing their income.

One day, late on Friday, Reb Aryeh Levin zt”l  known as the Tzaddik of Yerushalayim,
entered the store of a man who desecrated Inconspicuously, he sat in the .שבת
store and observed many transactions between the owner and his customers. The
hour was growing late and was fast approaching, but R’ Aryeh Levin made no שבת
move to leave. As sunset neared closer, the man asked the Rav why he remained in
the store so close to the arrival of .R’ Levin’s response was truly shocking . שבת
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THE WEAVER ANT

The weaver ant (Oecophylla smaragdina), got its
name since it makes nests by rolling up leaves and
then gluing the sides together with silk. The adult
ants do not have the ability to produce silk, only larvae have special glands to produce
lots of strong silks. If so, how is the process of leaf gluing achieved?

The worker ants find a fitting area of leaves for the nest and proceed to form a chain
along the edge of the leaf and pull the edges together by shortening the chain by one
ant at a time. Once the leaf edges are in place, each ant holds one larva in its mandibles
and gently squeezes the larva to produce silk. The silk is used to glue the leaf edges
together. The ants then carry the larvae along the entire length of the leaf edges,
squeezing as they go, using the larvae like living bottles of glue, until the edges of the
leaves are stuck together from end to end. They make nests in trees or on leaves of
legumes, or in bunds or levees of the fields. They have the most complex nests among
ants’ nests.

How did they realize that their larvae can produce glue? How with their teeny ant brains
did they come up with the idea of using them as glue guns? How were they able to team
up to organize to build such a complex nest that requires many details to be built?

The truthful and intelligent observer can only come up with one conclusion. That there
is a Creator who created and programmed these creatures with these abilities and the
instructions of how to utilize them!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… “I wanted to better understand why you feel you have
to desecrate the holy he replied. “Seeing how ”שבת

much business you have, I see why it is truly difficult and a real test for you to close
your store. I am now better able to understand your struggle. But still…the Heiligeh
And with that he left to greet the ”!!שבת .queen שבת

The man was stunned. No lectures, no screaming. Genuine concern for the struggle
of another Jew with a hope that he will overcome the test and prevail. And so it was.
The man, inspired by the Rav’s concern closed his store and with that he too
prepared to usher in the .queen שבת
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

The Laws of the Three Weeks / בין המצרים
The laws of the three weeks

בין המצרים
Starting from the seventeenth of
Tammuz until Tishah b’av we mourn
over the destruction of the Bet
Hamikdash. The following are the laws
and customs that we must follow
during this very sad period.

1. One should not make the blessing of
during the three weeks. The שהחיינו
reason is that the blessing expounds on
meriting being alive at this special time
and the three weeks is not a good time.
Therefore one may not eat a new fruit
or wear new clothes during this time.
However one may say for a brit שהחיינו
or pidyon haben.

 2. We do not make weddings during
the three weeks. However one may
have an engagement without music
and dancing.

 3. It is forbidden to listen to music, sing
or dance during the three weeks.
However for parnasa (livelihood) one
may play or teach music until חודש אב
.ראש

 4. The Ashkenazim do not shave or
take haircuts during the three weeks
but the sefardim can until the באב
the week that tisha) שבוע שחל בו תשעה
b’ab falls in). The Arizal would not cut

his hair during the three weeks. A
sefardi yeshiva boy who learns among
Ashkenazim may cut his hair during this
time.

 5. One should not walk alone from the
fourth hour of the morning until the
ninth hour because there is a power of
evil during these hours.

 6. Although it is a sad and dangerous
time and we must refrain from any
possible danger, nevertheless Hacham
Ben Sion Aba Shaul זצ"ל says that one
may swim during the three weeks until
the The summer brings] .שבוע שחל בו
great tests in our yirat shamayim
especially with the issue of swimming
in inappropriate places where there is a
lack of therefore one must be  צניעות
diligent with oneself and family not to
allow swimming in such places.]

 7.  One should not hit ones child during
these days.

 8. It is appropriate to say after  תקון רחל
.in the afternoon חצות

 9. One may purchase new clothes or
shoes until .ראש חודש אב

 10. According to the sefardi custom
one may eat meat on .ראש חודש אב

Rabbi Michael Levy


