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וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים ויאמר יעקב “ 42:1

 ”לבניו למה תתרעו

ויאמר הנה שמעתי כי יש שבר במצרים, רדו “ 42:2

 ”שמה ושברו לנו משם ונחיה ולא נמות

“Yaakov perceived that there were ‘Shever’, provisions, in 

Mitzrayim; so Yaakov said to his sons, ‘Why do you make 

yourselves conspicuous?” “And he said, ‘Behold, I have heard 

that there are ‘Shever’, provisions, in Mitzrayim, go down there 

and purchase for us from there, that we may live and not die.”  

There was a terrible hunger in the world.  Food was scarce, yet 

Mitzrayim, specifically Yosef, had much food under his control.  

Yosef had interpreted Paroah’s dream that there would be years 

of plenty and years of famine.  Yosef prepared for the famine 

during the years of plenty, and all were forced to purchase food 

from Mitzrayim, where Yosef controlled all of the food.  The 

Posuk tells us that Yaakov saw that there was Shever, food, in 

Mitzrayim, and the next Posuk says that Yaakov relayed that he 

had heard that there is Shever in Mitzrayim, and told his sons to 

go to Mitzrayim to obtain Shever.  Why does the Torah tell us 

that Yaakov “saw” that there was Shever, and then repeat in the 

next Posuk that he “heard” there was Shever there?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   This Posuk says – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 – 

that Yaakov “saw”, while the next Posuk says that he “heard.”  

Yaakov heard that there were provisions in Mitzrayim.  What 

does the Posuk mean here that he “saw”?  He saw through a 

Holy lens that he still has hope in Mitzrayim.  It was not an actual 

prophecy, and therefore it was not clear for him to be able to 

determine what that hope was.  The hope was for his beloved 

son, “Yosef.” 

“ 42:1 - אברבנאל  ש שבר במצריםוירא יעקב כי י ” – Yaakov saw 

all of the merchants headed to Mitzrayim, and return with grain.  

Yaakov’s children did not want to go down to Mitzrayim so they 

purchased the grain from those merchants who had gone to 

Mitzrayim.  These merchants were selling the grain to the 

Shevatim at a very inflated price.  Yaakov told his children that 

they should go down to Mitzrayim and purchase grain directly 

from there, and not purchase the grain from the merchants.  For 

by purchasing the grain at an inflated price, they were boasting 

that they were wealthy and did not mind paying exorbitant 

prices for grain.   

מנחם' ר   The word – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 - 

“Shever” is used in reference to grain only during times of 

famine.  Why is it then called Shever?  For it is שברון – 

destruction.  Yirmiyah 4:20 “שבר על שבר נקרא” – “Disaster upon 

disaster has occurred.”  Shever is also a Loshon of broken.  

During times of famine, one is only able to purchase a “broken” 

part of an Eifah (a measurement) of grain, and not a full Eifah.   

 Yaakov saw – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 - נר השכלים 

with Ruach Hakodesh that Klal Yisroel would be “broken”, under 

the hand of the king of Mitzrayim.  That is why Yaakov used the 

word, “שבר,” for what would occur to Klal Yisroel in the future.   

 Yaakov saw – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 - הדר זקנים 

and he heard that there were provisions in Mitzrayim.  All the 

limbs will have to stand in judgment in the future for their 

actions, except for the eyes and the ears, for the eyes see that 

which is not good, and the ears hear what is not good – against 

their will.   

זה  – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 - 5 – מדרש תנחומא 
אלקיו 'ל יעקב שברו על ד-אשרי שא( 'ו ה"תהילים קמ)שאמר הכתוב   – 

“Praiseworthy is he whom the G-d of Yaakov is his help, whose 

hope is in Hashem his G-d.”  Who is this Posuk referring to?  This 

is Yosef, who is the  של עולםשברו , the hope of the world, who was 

in Mitzrayim.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu showed Yaakov that there 

was “hope” in Mitzrayim.  

 Bava Basra – ”וירא יעקב כי יש שבר במצרים“ 42:1 - ברך משה 

123b – The children of Yosef will defeat the children of Eisav.  

Why will it be specifically the children of Yosef who will defeat 

Eisav, as opposed to any of the other Shevatim?  Eisav was born 

red, and his father Yaakov thought it to be dangerous to give him 

a Bris Milah.  Yitzchok wanted to give Eisav a Bris when he was 

thirteen, but at that point Eisav refused.  Rambam: Moreh 

Nevuchim 3:49 – The reason for the Mitzvah of Bris Milah is to 

weaken and curb one’s physical desires.  Yosef went down to 

Mitzrayim and protected himself from improper relations, and 

all of Klal Yisroel were protected in his Zechus (Vayikra Rabbah 

32:5).    Yosef made all of Mitzrayim have a Bris Milah (Bereishis 

Rabbah 91:5).  The Mitzriyim were ensconced in Zenus.  Yosef 

had them have a Bris Milah in order to purify the filthy Tamei air 

in Mitzrayim, so that Klal Yisroel could remain with Kedusha.  

Eisav hated the blood of the Bris Milah and did not want it, while 

Yosef did everything in his power to create more Kedusha 

through Bris Milah.  It is for this reason that specifically the 

children of Yosef will be the ones to destroy the children of Eisav.  

The Medrash Tanchuma (quoted above) says that Yaakov saw 

“Shever”, “hope” in Mitzrayim and that hope was Yosef – for he 

was the hope of the world.  Yaakov feared how Klal Yisroel 

would remain with Kedusha when they went down to the “naked 

land,” the land of Mitzrayim – a land devoid of spirituality, and 

full of immorality.  Yaakov saw that there was something in 

Mitzrayim, “hope,” that had purified the land to some extent so 

that Klal Yisroel would not be lost in the Tumas Mitzrayim.   

 And“ – ”וירדו אחי יוסף עשרה לשבר בר“ 42:3 – דברי ישראל 

Yosef’s brothers, ten of them, went down to buy grain from 

Mitzrayim.”  Why does the Posuk say that there were ten 

brothers who went down to Mitzrayim?  Kiddushin 82b – The 

main path to obtain sustenance is through Tefilah; one should 

Daven to He Who owns all of it.  Brochos 8a – It is an עת רצון, an 

optimal time, to request things from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, when 

there is a Tzibur (10 men) Davening.  The Posuk specifically 

states there were ten brothers who were sent down to 

Mitzrayim, for their real purpose was to Daven to Hashem as a 

Tzibur – ten men.  They had to do it in a natural manner, and 

that is why they needed to travel to Mitzrayim.  “וירדו”, is a 

Loshon Tefilah (Shabbos 24b).   

”כי יש שבר“ – 91:1 – בראשית רבה   – The Posuk can be 

expounded upon in two ways.  This can mean that there was a 

“calamity” in Mitzrayim; refers to the famine in the world.  At 

the same time, the Posuk means that there was “hope” in 

Mitzrayim - this is an allusion to the plenty that followed the 

famine.  Alternatively, the “calamity” was that Yosef was taken 

down to Mitzrayim and was in Mitzrayim.  The “hope” was that 

Yosef was the viceroy over the land of Mitzrayim.  A third 

approach: the “calamity” was that Klal Yisroel would be slaves in 
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Mitzrayim.  The “hope” was that Klal Yisroel would ultimately 

leave Mitzrayim with great wealth.     

“ 42:2 - אמרי שפר  רדו שמה , ויאמר הנה שמעתי כי יש שבר במצרים
 Yaakov had many slaves and people – ”ושברו לנו משם ונחיה ולא נמות

who worked for him.  Why did Yaakov send his sons as opposed 

to sending one of his servants?  Mitzrayim was known for the 

necromancer and magicians who used black magic.  They were 

also adept at performing what appeared to be magic, but were 

nothing more than sleight of the hand – tricking one’s eyes to 

believe that they see something that is not really there.  The 

Gemara in Chulin 7b says that Rebbe Chanina did not fear 

witchcraft for he believed עוד מלבדו אין , there is no one but 

Hashem.  One who has the Koach Hatorah and the proper 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu need not fear witchcraft, nor 

can he be fooled with sleight of hand.  Yaakov did not send his 

slaves for fear that they would be tricked into thinking that they 

had purchased grain, but in fact would come back with nothing.  

Yaakov sent his sons, who had the Koach Hatorah and could not 

be fooled.   

 It is known that the – ”שמן הנרות ורמזיו“ – אדרת אליהו 

Zechus that caused Klal Yisroel to be victorious over the Yevanim 

was their Mesiras Nefesh for Torah and Mitzvos.  This alluded to 

in the word “שמן” – “ פשםנסרו מלמים ש ” – The complete ones were 

Moser Nefesh in order to be Mekayeim the Mitzvos of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  It was because of that that “שמן” – “ אמןנלך ממרם ש ” – 

the true King watched over them, and saved them from their 

enemies.  

הנרות הללו קודש הם ואין לנו רשות “ – Chanukah – ישא ברכה 
 These lamps are holy, and one is not allowed to“ – ”להשתמש בהם

use them.”  What is being added by saying that these lamps are 

“Kodesh”, holy?  The Zohar Hakodosh says that Klal Yisroel is 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation, thereby making them a holy 

nation.  When it is said that one is Kodesh, presumably it is an 

adjective describing his attribute of holiness.  For example, one 

who sews clothing is called a tailor.  If this tailor changes his 

profession and begins to fix shoes, he will then be called a 

shoemaker.   The name of an individual, like Reuven or Shimon, 

does not change for that is who he is.  Initially, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu called Klal Yisroel His holy nation for He made them holy with 

His Mitzvos.   This is the name of the attribute of Klal Yisroel., 

which means if Chas V’sholom they were to sin and turn away 

from Kedusha, they would lose this name.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

then gave Klal Yisroel an even greater gift.   He placed deep into 

the soul of every Jewish Neshama, Kedusha that would never go 

away.  It is a very part of Klal Yisroel, and not just an adjective 

describing them.  The one flask of oil that Klal Yisroel found 

represents that small part of Kedusha that under all 

circumstances will prevail.  We say that these lamps are “holy,” 

meaning the very essence of it is holy, just as the very essence of 

Klal Yisroel is holy, through the intense love that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu has for them, and not just because they fulfill His 

Mitzvos.  Every time an unusual wind blows, and attempts to 

destroy Klal Yisroel and the Torah, the Kedusha that lays in each 

and every Yid is prepared to be Moser Nefesh for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

 During the long winter – ”רמז לגלות הארוכה“ – חפץ חיים 

months, we have no Yomim Tovim other than Chanukah and 

Purim.  During the events leading up to Chanukah, they 

attempted to take from us our Torah Hakdosha; and on Purim, 

they wanted to take our lives.  In the end, they were not 

successful in taking our Torah or our lives.  The winter is a Remez 

to the long, dark Golus we are in.  Throughout the Golus they 

have tried to take our Torah and our lives, yet we, Klal Yisroel 

live on in heart and spirit.  The same way we are still here with 

our Torah, we will be Zoche to leave this Golus complete with 

our bodies and souls.   

ה הדליק המנורה מאור שלמעלה לאות "הקב -  Droshos – חתם סופר 
ק"שמחה שחזרו ישראל לעבדו בבהמ  – Hakodosh Boruch Hu lit the 

Menorah of Shomayim as a sign of joy that Klal Yisroel returned 

to the Avodah of the Bais Hamikdash.  Tehillim 149:1 “ שיר ' שירו לד
תהלתו בקהל חסידים, חדש ” – “Sing to Hashem a song that is new, His 

praise is in the congregation of the devout.”  The way of the 

world would be that Klal Yisroel would be joyful in their return to 

the Bais Hamikdash.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu preempted them and 

lit the Menorah Above, for He was happy that Klal Yisroel 

returned to the Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash.  This was a great 

honor for us.  Tehillim 149:4,5 “ יעלזו חסידים בכבוד... בעמו' כי רוצה ד ” – 

“For Hashem desires His people… let the devout exult in glory.”  

This is a new song for Klal Yisroel, for they are joyous and 

honored by Hakodosh Boruch Hu demonstrating His love for 

them by lighting the Menorah first.   

י שטייף"מהר    – Chanukah – “בימי  ... והדליקו נרות בחצרות קדשך
 In the days of the Chashmonaim… and they lit the“ – ” חשמונאים

lamps in Your holy courtyard.”   Klal Yisroel found one flask of oil 

and used it to light the Menorah.  We say that they lit it in the 

courtyard of the Bais Hamikdash.  How can we say that they lit 

the Menorah in the Azarah, in the courtyard, when the Menorah 

was not in the courtyard, but in the Heichal?  Avos 4:16 “ העולם
בפני עולם הבא (לחצר)הזה דומה לפרוזדור  ” – This world is compared to 

an antechamber before Olam Habah.”  One must prepare 

himself in this world with Mitzvos and Ma’asim Tovim so that 

one can enter the Next World. The Chashmonaim fought with 

Mesiras Nefesh against the Yevanim, and were successful.  Not 

only did they light the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash, but they 

illuminated the entire Olam Hazeh with lamps of Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in the “courtyard.”  They remained faithful 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and prepared properly in the 

antechamber of this world to reach the Next World.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what the meaning of 

Yaakov hearing and seeing the “Shever” in Mitzrayim.  We are in 

a long and dark Golus.  So many in Klal Yisroel have so many 

Tzoros.  We need Moshiach to come, and for us to see the 

Shechina with us.  We need the Bais Hamikdash, and to fulfill the 

purpose of Creation.  Yaakov Avinu heard “Shever”, “Hope.”  He 

was not able to hear it, to understand it clearly, but he knew it 

was real.  There was hope in Mitzrayim, for the holy Tzaddik, 

Yosef, was there preparing the unclean land of Mitzrayim for Klal 

Yisroel.  After Yaakov heard the hope, he relayed that he saw it 

too.  This hope is very real.   He told his sons, based on this 

seeing, to go down to Mitzrayim.   There is much darkness in this 

world, but it is all a preparation for the Next World.  The 

Chashmonaim went to battle with much Mesiras Nefesh and 

were victorious.  We must never lose this hope.  Chanukah is a 

time to strengthen our Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and the 

“Hope” that we will be Zoche to the ultimate Geulah,  במהרה בימינו
 !אמן


