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Shvi'i Shel Pesach 

Krias Yam Suf: Pure Bitachon 

And G-d said to Moshe, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell 

the Children of Israel to go.” (Shemos 14:15) 

(Based on the Or Ha-Chaim’s commentary on the Torah.) 

Imagine the scene: The Jewish People are gathered at the 

edge of the sea. Behind them is the mighty Egyptian army, 

relentlessly advancing on them. The situation is getting 

more desperate by the minute, and there is nowhere to 

turn. At this dark hour, Moshe turns to Hashem in 

heartfelt supplication. The Almighty’s startling response 

is, “Why are you praying to Me?!”  

Incredible! To whom should one pray if not Hashem — 

and especially at such a difficult time as this?! And if 

one’s prayers are not answered, he should continue to 

pray until he sees some sign that his prayers have been 

accepted. Logically, we would have expected G-d to 

answer Moshe’s prayer by instructing him to lift up his 

staff and split the sea. Instead, He told him to stop 

praying! What is the meaning of this? 

Furthermore, what did G-d mean by His pronouncement: 

“Tell the Children of Israel to go”? Go where? Behind 

them were the Egyptians, and in front of them was the sea, 

which had not yet split open. 

In answering these questions, the Or Ha-Chaim teaches us 

a very important principle in life. Chazal tell us that when 

the Jewish People were standing before the sea, they were 

on trial in Heaven. The prosecuting angels claimed that 

the Children of Israel were not worthy of being saved. 

While in Egypt, they had begun worshiping idols just as 

the local people did. “These [the Jewish People] are idol-

worshipers, and these [the Egyptians] are idol-

worshipers!” (Zohar, Terumah, 170b). Moreover, the Jews 

had just shown their lack of faith in G-d by saying that 

they would rather go back to Egypt than die in the desert. 

How does one win a case in the Heavenly court? 

Normally, the defending attorney - the side of rachamim 

(mercy) - is as strong as the good deeds one performs. 

However, the Jewish People’s idolatry contradicted this 

and gave strength to the side of din (strict judgment) 

instead. Hashem wanted to judge Israel favorably, but He 

saw that the power of Heavenly mercy was very weak. 

In order to bolster Israel’s position, Hashem gave Moshe a 

potent piece of advice: “Why are you crying out to Me?” 

It’s not in My hands. Even though I want to perform a 

miracle, the force of midas hadin (strict judgment) is 

preventing Me because they are not worthy. Therefore, 

“tell the Children of Israel to go.” This is My advice to 

strengthen the side of rachamim. Speak to the Jewish 

People and tell them to rely on their emunah by going into 

the sea even before it splits. Tell them to have faith with 

every fiber of their beings that I will perform a miracle for 

them, to match their willingness to endanger their lives. 

By doing so, they will strengthen the power of rachamim. 

Because of their actions, the sea will miraculously split. 

Such is the power of emunah and bitachon to tip the 

scales to the side of merit; they are such tremendous 

forces that they can overturn midas ha-din. 

This idea is echoed by R. Chaim Volozhin in Nefesh Ha-

Chaim (section 1, ch. 9): 

We read in the Torah: “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell 

the Children of Israel to go.” This tells us that everything 

depended upon them. If they were to display perfect 

emunah and bitachon by fearlessly going into the sea, 

then the sheer power of their faith would cause the waters 

to split before them. Their faith alone would arouse 

Heaven to perform a miracle for them. 

Everything Depends Upon the Emunah of Klal Yisroel 

R. Chaim Volozhin in Nefesh HaChaim (section 1, ch. 7-9) 

explains this episode in a slightly different manner: 

First, we have to give a short introduction from the first 

section of Nefesh HaChaim. Rav Chaim Volozhin, 

elaborates on a basic precept in the foundation of the 

world: Man’s partnership with Hashem. The possuk says: 

“G-d created man in His own image, in the image of G-d 

He created him” (Bereishis 1:27); “…for in the image of 

G-d He made man” (Bereishis 9:6). What is the meaning 

of “in the image of Hashem”? Do we really look like Him? 

Or does He look like us? That, we know, is utterly absurd. 

He has no image. And anyone who ascribes a material 

image to the Almighty is guilty of the heresy of 

anthropomorphism. Hashem is totally spiritual, and has 

no material form. All characteristics associated to Hashem 
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are metaphors and figures of speech for our benefit to 

enable us to relate to Him. The commentaries tell us that 

all we can know about HaKadosh Baruch Hu are the 

attributes with which He relates to us, such as 

lovingkindness, mercy, justice, etc. But we can have 

absolutely no concept of Him Himself. He is beyond that. 

So what is this image of G-d? 

The Nefesh HaChaim explains that the term used to 

denote Hashem in that possuk is Elokim. This term 

indicates Hashem’s total control of the universe. He is the 

ultimate power ruling over millions upon millions of 

forces that influence every detail of this world. When He 

created Man, G-d gave him the ability to rule (so to speak) 

over those millions of forces. Man controls the world 

together with Hashem. By his good deeds, the world is 

influenced toward good; by his bad deeds toward the 

opposite. Thus, Man has been made a partner (so to speak) 

with Hashem. And therefore, Man was the only creature 

given free will. It is this quality of freedom of choice that 

enables Man to spiritually improve himself or lower 

himself. Angels and animals are compelled by their 

nature and cannot decide anything based upon free will; 

Man is the only creature with this ability. And because 

Man is partner with Hashem, through his actions he 

controls the world to add or detract from its spiritual 

perfection. 

It says in Shir Hashirim, ְלֻסָסִתי ְבִרְכֵבי ַפְרֹעה ִדִמיִתיְך ַרְעָיִתי “I 

compare you, O my love, to a horse of the chariots of 

Pharaoh” (1:9).  This is a very strange possuk. Imagine 

saying to your wife you’re like one of Pharaoh’s horses, 

what would she think of you? Not very romantic. 

Rav Chaim Volozhin explains that we have to understand 

that Shir Hashirim is a love poem between Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu and Klal Yisroel. In this possuk Hashem is 

describing His great love for Yisroel and one of the 

remarkable gifts He gave us. Normally a rider controls the 

horse. The horse is guided by the rider; where the rider 

wants to go, that is where the horse goes. By Krias Yam 

Suf the tables were turned. The Egyptians had chased Klal 

Yisroel into the open sea-bed. All of a sudden the water, 

which had been upright like a wall, started falling. The 

riders pulled the horses to retreat and escape. But the 

horses all decided to go straight ahead, into the water. In 

this instance nature reversed itself and the horse 

controlled the rider. 

This is the moshol the Ribono Shel Olam tells his beloved 

Klal Yisroel. When I created the world I was the ruler. But 

then I put you in charge. Instead of Me directing you, you 

have control over Me! This is the marvelous aspect of 

 Hakadosh Baruch Hu put Klal Yisroel in .בצלם אלקים

charge of all the powers of the Universe. We, so to speak, 

act like Elokim controlling the Universe. 

And so it all depends upon us. The nature of the Universe 

reflects Klal Yisroel. If we are acting properly, then the 

entire Universe, spiritual and physical, follows 

accordingly. All of nature does what it is supposed to do. 

But if we are acting improperly, then the entire Universe 

acts accordingly and everything is tarnished and 

imperfect. 

This is the meaning of ה' ִצְלָך ַעל ַיד ְיִמיֶנָך “Hashem is your 

shadow by your right side” (Tehillim 121:5). A shadow 

does whatever the person does. If the person moves right, 

the shadow moves right. So too does Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

act with Klal Yisroel. In whatever direction Yisroel go, so 

acts Hashem. It is, so to speak, as if He is guided by our 

actions. This is the moshol of Shir Hashirim. You might 

think that Hashem is the rider and we are the horse and 

so He guides us. No, says Shlomo Hamelech. Even though 

He is the rider, we guide Him. 

With this Rav Chaim Volozhin explains the possuk by 

Krias Yam Suf: “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the 

Children of Israel to go.” This possuk is telling us that 

everything depended upon them. If they were to display 

perfect emuna and bitachon by fearlessly going into the 

sea, then the sheer power of their faith would cause the 

waters to split before them. Their faith alone would 

arouse Heaven to perform a miracle for them. This was 

the message that Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu, standing 

there by the Yam Suf. Why are you crying out to me? It 

doesn’t depend upon me, it depends upon you! If you 

show such strong faith and bitachon that you are willing 

to jump into the sea, then I will conduct Myself 

accordingly and split the sea. It all depends upon you. 

Bitachon has the power to create miracles. 

I heard in the name of one of the Masters of Chassidus a 

pshat that coincides with this Nefesh HaChaim. We say 

in Adon Olam: אדון עולם אשר מלך בטרם כל יציר נברא 

“Master of the World Who ruled before any creature was 

created.” Simple pshat (and it is correct) is that this is an 

expression of Hashem was King, is King, and will be King 

forever. But we can also detect a deeper pshat: Master of 

the Universe, You ruled before Man was created. But once 

Man was created, now Man rules. 

Wishing Everyone A Wonderful Yom Tov! 
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