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Two men were watching the news on TV as the reporters were covering the story of a man 
threatening to jump off a roof. One of them said to the other, “I’ll bet you five dollars he jumps.” 
The other fellow agreed and they shook hands. A few moments later, the man jumped off, into the 
waiting net of the fire department. 

“Here’s your $5,” said the loser. “Aww, shucks,” replied his friend. “I can’t take your money. I 
saw an earlier broadcast of the story and I knew he 
jumped.” 

“Take it,” said the first. “I saw it too, but I didn’t think 
he’d be dumb enough to do it again!” ☺☺☺☺ 

When you hear a story like this, you shake your head at the 

person for not realizing that the story wouldn’t have a 

different ending. EVERYONE knows that, right? NOBODY 

could make that mistake, right? 

The Torah tells us that Eisav said, “Behold I am heading for 

death. Of what use is the birthright to me?” He ate, drank, got 

up, walked up, and disrespected the birthright. Only later did 

he realize that he made a mistake and he tried his hardest to 

correct it, but it was too later. 

Each of us is gifted with 86,400 second each day. We have the opportunity to use them to come close to 

HaShem. We can use the time to learn Torah, do mitzvos, and grow in our service of HaShem.  

Unfortunately, we make the same mistake as Eisav. We figure, “If I don’t work, sleep, travel, and enjoy 

life, I’ll have wasted it.” We don’t appreciate Gan Eden/Paradise until it’s too late and we’ve given up 

our opportunities. 

Let’s learn from Eisav what NOT to do, and make the most of our lives. 

 

 

 



Fathers ‘Don’t Know’ Best 

My brother shared with me a memory of my father, obm/z'l. 

Our father taught: In the Torah portion/parsha of Toldos there is a passuk/verse that is worded in a 
peculiar way. [The verse, 28:5, says Yaakov went to Lavan son of Besuel, who was the brother of 
Rivka, mother of Yaakov and Eisav.] Rashi, who was known to be very succinct with every word, 
said that he did not know why the Torah was written that way, and what the phrase, “mother of 
Yaakov and Eisav” was coming to teach us. 

"Why," asks my father, "did Rashi feel the need to speak out that he didn’t know something? 
Couldn’t he just have kept quiet?" 

My father was an educator for over 57 years. All of us teach others. (Some teach us how not to 
behave ....while others....) My father believed that had Rashi kept quiet we would never have 
learned two things: 

1) That it is proper, no matter your position or greatness, to admit to not knowing something, 

And 2) Rashi, according to all scholars (and smart laymen,) was smarter than all of us. He knew 
that not knowing an answer does not invalidate the immutable Truth of the Torah. Lest a scoffer 
point out this peculiarity and try to deny the Torah, Rashi points out that even he didn’t understand 
it but continued to accept what is written and taught from it. 

If we internalize this lesson, then the neshoma/soul of Avi Mori/ my father, my master, Chiya 
Kehos son of/ben Yaakov will be elevated in Shamayim/heaven. Yehi Zichro Baruch 
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Now that we’re on that topic, here are some groovy answers: 

The Sifsei Chachamim writes that Rashi knew many explanations, but wasn’t sure which was the 
simple meaning of the verse. 

The Maskil LeDovid on the verse offers a fascinating explanation. He says that Rashi is explaining 
what Yitzchak told Yaakov. He said, “I’m sending you to Lavan, your mother’s brother, but be wary 
of him since I don’t know whether he is righteous or not. Chazal, our Sages, say that the children 
turn out like the mother’s brother, and we can tell his nature by looking at his nephews. “However,” 
said Yitzchak, “I have two sons: one righteous and one wicked so it could be either way!” 

This then is how to read Rashi: “Rivka is the mother of Yaakov and Eisav so I can’t make a 
determination from this!”  

. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
When Rivka felt the babies kicking her, and she found out it wasn’t normal, she “went to seek out 
HaShem.” Rashi says she went to Shem, son of Noah. Others say she went to a different prophet, or 
even Avraham himself. DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE:  

SHE WAS MARRIED TO THE GADOL HADOR, THE TZADDIK OF THE GENERATION. 

WHY DIDN’T SHE ASK YITZCHAK WHY THIS WAS HAPPENING TO HER? 

There is no one right answer. It’s an opportunity to get into the head of one of our Imahos 
(matriarchs.) What was going through the mind of this righteous woman? 

Some ideas to consider: – Shalom Bayis –Hakaras HaTov (gratitude) – Attractiveness of complainers 
– Sara’s laughter – Idolatrous origins       There are many different possibilities and she may have had more than 

one in mind. Spark a lively discussion at YOUR Shabbos table and grow together! 


