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Welcome to all the 

newest subscribers to the 

Yesodos & the Daftorah 

on the weekly haftarah. 

There’s a lot happening 

at  Mosdos Ahavas 

Yehonoson. As we wind 

up from the Yomim 

Noraim, we are gearing 

up to head into a long 

solid winter z’man.  

Plans are underway for 

an expansion of our beis 

medrash. Stay tuned for 

details. 

Our Sefer Torah 

campaidn is in full 

swing. Consider a 

dedication in memory of 

a loved one, or sponsor 

your own bar-mitzvah 

parsha!   

Contact us today : 

info@torahkollel.com 

 

STICKING STONES TOGETHER 

 It was a short time after the mabul that the morals of mankind deteriorated so much 

that Hakadosh Boruch Hu sought to destroy them. However, since Hashem had already 

vowed not to make another flood, He mixed up their languages so that they could not 

communicate and they spread out all over the globe. This is clear. What isn’t clear, is what 

exactly, did they do wrong?  All the Torah tells us is that they made bricks and attempted to 

build a tower reaching the Heavens. 

 Until the Migdal Bavel, people would typically construct things out of rocks.  Although 

Rashi explains that the technology of brick making developed out of necessity since they 

lived in a valley without too many rocks, HaRav Shimshon Pinkus zt”l understands that the 

manufacture of bricks is key to identify what these people did wrong.  The fundamental 

difference between rocks and bricks are that bricks are manmade. Rocks have existed since 

Creation and are testimony to Hashem’s continued presence in the world. While rocks can 

be cut down to size, they remain rocks.  A brick on the other hand, is a manmade device 

with which once can construct edifices which are just as good, or perhaps better, as ones 

made of rocks. HaRav Pinkus explains that even if rocks were readily available, they chose 

to use bricks because it was completely manmade with no clear trace of Creation in its 

natural form.  They championed ‘kochi v’otzem yadi’ par excellence! 

 This is tragic. Consider the words of the Netziv:  Bothered by why the posuk records 

that ‘Hashem went down to see the city and the tower that they built’, he explains that unlike 

after matan Torah when Hashem takes interest in every single act a Jew does, in earlier 

generations, Hashem somewhat ignore the actions of man. Only in extreme cases, would 

Hashem descend to the world (so to speak) and take interest in the actions of man.  This, 

explains the Netziv, was one of those times.  Accordingly then, man’s celebration of his own 

accomplishments is such a failing of humanity that it warrants Hashem’s interception. If this 

was true of them, how much more so do we need to be cautious of this. 

 Indeed, it is very challenging. As human beings we are driven to accomplish. In fact, 

we are supposed to. Nevertheless, as much as we do, we much never forget that it’s all with 

the help of Hakadosh Boruch Hu. Without Him, we can’t build or do anything, but if we 

recognize that He is the One enabling us to put the pieces of His world together, then, He 

will help us accomplish so much more.  

ח“ ת ש ע           נ ח    פ ר ש ת          

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 



 

NON NON NON ---   JEWS KEEPING SHABBOSJEWS KEEPING SHABBOSJEWS KEEPING SHABBOS   

 

 After the mabul, Hakadosh Boruch Hu ordered Noach and his descendants to work every single day, 

all week long. From this, the gemara (Sanhedrin 58b) infers that a non-Jew is prohibited from keeping 

Shabbos.  The medrash compares one who violates this prohibition as disturbing the privacy of an intimate 

conversation between a king and his queen. After all, the Torah calls shabbos something that is "between 

Me (Hashem) and B'nei Yisroel".  The gemara adds that even if a non-Jew designates another day of the 

week as a day of rest, he is liable, because, explain the Rishonim, he has stolen that which belongs uniquely 

to k'lal Yisroel. (Rashi, Yad Ramah). 

    The Meiri disagrees with this approach and understands the nature of the prohibition as rooted in that 

which he gives the false impression that he is part of our nation. According to the Rambam however, the 

prohibition stems from inventing a new religion. As such, a non-Jew who is on his way to converting to 

Judaism would not be permitted to keep Shabbos in the interim (see Teshuvos v'Hanhagos). Once he 

undergoes bris milah however, he is permitted to keep Shabbos, for although he is not Jewish until he 

immerses in a mikva, he has already separated himself from the rest of the non-Jewish world (shu"t Binyan 

Tzion), and is "somewhat like a Jew" (Chasam Sofer), especially since he is unlikely to change his mind after 

demonstrating his desire to convert (by undergoing circumcision). (Achronim. See also Tosfos Yeshanim to 

Yevamos 48b.) 

 Accordingly, we can understand how Avraham Avinu kept Shabbos, even if we were to maintain that 

he had the status of a ben Noach.  The Panim Yafos however offers a different answer to this question (first 

posed by the Mishna l'Melech): as indicated by our posuk (yom v'lailah lo yishbosu), a non-Jew must work 

day and, then night. Our Shabbos is observed from the onset of night until the conclusion of the following 

day. Avraham kept Shabbos from Friday night until Shabbos afternoon, and since a non-Jew is only 

prohibited from observing a day or rest followed by a night of rest, he didn't transgress this prohibition. (One 

could however argue that after matan Torah day became defined as beginning at sunset - even for non-

Jews - and this leniency would therefore no longer apply.) 
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