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 ”ויקם מלך חדש על מצרים אשר לא ידע את יוסף“ 1:8

 ”אכן נודע הדבר“ 2:14

“A new king arose over Mitzrayim, who did not know 

Yosef.”  Rashi brings down a Machlokes as to whether there was 

actually a new king, or the same king, just that he forgot the good 

that Yosef did for Mitzrayim, and enacted new decrees.  According 

to the Shita that says that it was the same king, what happened that 

caused him to forget Yosef?  Moshe saw a Yid about to hit another 

Yid, and he asked him why he was acting that way.  The Yid asked 

Moshe why he was getting involved, and what was he going to do – 

was he going to kill him just like he killed the Mitzri?  Then Moshe 

said, “Indeed the matter is known.”  Rashi brings down a Medrash 

which says that Moshe was perplexed as to what Klal Yisroel did that 

was so bad, that they would have to go through so much pain and 

suffering, and backbreaking work in Mitzrayim.  When he heard the 

Yid ask him if he was going to kill him just like he killed the Mitzri, 

then Moshe understood why Klal Yisroel would need to go through 

all of their pain and suffering.  What did Moshe see here that was so 

bad that he now understood the pain and suffering Klal Yisroel 

would have to endure?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ויהי כהיום הזה ויבא הביתה לעשות “ 39:11 בראשית 

ואין איש מאנשי הבית שם בבית, מלאכתו ” – “There was an opportune 

day when he entered the house to do work, no man of the 

household staff was there in the house.” The wife of Potifar wanted 

Yosef to sin with her.  Rashi quotes a Gemara in Sotah 37 that says 

that Yosef saw the “דמות דיוקנו” – “the image of his father” and that 

helped him withstand the Nisoyon and not sin with the wife of 

Potifar.  Is there a special meaning in the fact that he saw the image 

of his father instead of maybe seeing his grandfather or great 

grandfather?  39:9 Yosef tells her that he can’t do it because of all 

the good that her husband did for him, and then he says that it’s a 

sin to Hashem.  It seems quite amazing that first he mentions her 

husband’s goodness, and as an afterthought, he talks about 

Hashem. Why didn’t Yosef first say “It’s a grave sin to Hashem and I 

would not want to do it even if it was not a sin because your 

husband was good to me?” 

 Yaakov built - ”נסע סכותה“ Bereishis 33:17 – אור החיים 

Sukkos (huts) for his cattle and because of that he called the name 

of the place “Sukkos.”  What was so monumental about that?  

Yaakov was the first to built huts, “Sukkos,” for animals.  Until now, 

animals always were outside without any protection.  Yaakov 

invented barns for animals, so he called the place “Sukkos.”  

ן"רמב   – Bereishis 39:12 “ויעזב בגדו בידה” – “But he left 

his garment in her hand.”  The wife of Potifar was left holding 

Yosef’s garment in her hand.  She told everyone that Yosef wanted 

to sin with her, and she screamed.  When Yosef heard her yell, he 

ran away and left his garment there.  The garment of Yosef was 

what implicated Yosef, and caused him to be thrown into prison.  

Why did Yosef leave the garment with her?  Why not grab it away 

from her with his strength, which was greater than hers, before 

running away?  He did so out of respect for his master.  

 Why do we care to know that Yaakov invented – מחבר 

barns, and why is it so important that he named the place after this 

event? Yaakov was a Makir Tov.  Yaakov realized that he was not self 

sufficient.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu created a world where no individual 

is completely self-sufficient.  If someone receives a favor from 

another, he is supposed to show his gratitude.  Moshe Rabbeinu 

didn’t want to hit the water (to initiate some of the Makkos that 

Hashem inflicted on the Egyptians) because the water saved him.  

The water doesn’t feel pain.  How is he showing Hakoras Hatov 

when the water is not receiving any benefit?  The answer is that the 

Midah of Hakoras Hatov is for the person himself that has to show 

Hakoras Hatov.  The recipient is not relevant.  A person needs to 

show himself that he is not self sufficient.  Not hitting the water was 

showing Moshe that he is the beneficiary of the favor.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Moshe Rabbeinu to go fight Midyan, and Moshe sent 

Pinchos.  If Hashem told Moshe to do it, how could he send Pinchos?  

After Moshe killed the Mitzri, Midyan kept him safe.  Moshe knew 

that Hashem wanted him to have Hakoras Hatov, and obviously he 

couldn’t go fight himself, so he sent someone in his stead.  Yaakov 

called the place “Sukkos”.  He wanted his children to know how 

important the Midah of Hakoras Hatov is.  He got wealthy from the 

animals.  Of course it wasn’t the animals that made him wealthy but 

rather it was Hashem.  This was just a reminder.  Yosef saw the 

  .of his father.  The Midah of his father is Emes – truth ”דמות דיוקנו“

What comes along with the Midah of Emes is Hakoras Hatov.  

Yaakov taught his children that they must always show Hakoras 

Hatov.  Yosef told the wife of Potifar, I can’t do this sin because that 

would be showing a lack of Hakoras Hatov. There are 3 types of 

obligations that we have.  Bein Odom L’atzmo, (between a person 

and himself), Bein Odom Lamokom (between a person and Hashem), 

and Bein Odom L’chaveiro (between a person and his friend).   First 

he said, my Bein Odom L’atzmo, I can’t do this because of your 

husband.  Another reason that I can’t do it is because it is not 

allowed Bein Odom Lamokom, a sin against Hashem. We see from 

the Ramban how great his Hakoras Hatov was, that he did not want 

to grab his clothing out of the hands of the wife of Potifar, because 

of the honor of Potifar.  He had so much gratitude to Potifar, that he 

did not want him to be shamed and people should say that his wife 

had been the perpetrator, and sinned with Yosef.  Instead, he 

allowed her to keep his garment, and accepted the result of that 

action, of sitting in prison, all because of the great Hakoras Hatov he 

had for Potifar.   

“ Shemos 2:12 – יעלזו חסידים  , ויפן כה וכה וירא כי אין איש

 And he turned this way and that way“ – ”ויך את המצרי ויטמנהו בחול

and saw that there was no man, so he struck down the Mitzri and 

hid him in the sand.”  It was because the sand hid the Mitzri for 

Moshe, that he would not hit it in the future.  We must learn a great 

lesson from this not to be a כפוי טוב – ungrateful for the good that 

was done for us.   

י"רש   And“  - ”וירא איש מצרי מכה איש עברי מאחיו“ 2:11 – 

he saw a Mitzri man striking a Jewish man, of his brothers.”  The 

Mitzri was hitting the husband of Shlomis Bas Divri.  The Mitzri 

wanted to be Mezaneh with Shlomis Bas Divri.  The Mitzri came 

early in the morning and told her husband that he needs to go work.  

He then went and was Mezaneh with his wife.  The husband 

returned and realized what had happened with the Mitzri and his 

wife.  When the Mitzri realized that the husband knew what he had 

done, he began to beat him and intimidate him.   

 The Egyptian – ”בא על אשתו של דתן“ 1:28 – שמות רבה 

taskmaster was Mezaneh with the wife of Dasan, Shlomis Bas Divri, 

and therefore he was liable to be killed.   

ו"פירוש מהרז   How does – ”בא על אשתו של דתן“ 1:28 – 

the Medrash know that the husband of Shlomis Bas Divri was none 

other than Dasan?  The Torah tells us that Moshe looked both ways 

before killing the Mitzri, and he saw no one.  There was no one 

there, so he killed the Mitzri.  The Mitzri was beating a Yid, so while 

there was no other man there when Moshe looked, and the Yid that 

was being beaten saw what happened.  When Moshe asks Dasan 

why he was beating his fellow Yid, Dasan responded with a question 

asking Moshe if he was going to kill him just as he had killed the 

Mitzri.  How did Dasan know that Moshe killed the Mitzri?  It must 

be that Dasan was the Yid who was being beaten by the Mitzri, and 

while there was no one else there, Dasan was there, and that is how 

he knew that Moshe had killed the Mitzri.   
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שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – 2:14 “ איש שר ויאמר מי שמך ל

 He (Dasan to Moshe) replied: Who has made you a“ – ”ושופט עלינו

man, a prince and a judge over us?“  This comment reveals, even at 

this early stage in our history, a trait that characterizes us to this 

very day, a trait that is the root of all our flaws, and our virtues, as a 

nation.  Six hundred thousand men cannot muster the courage to 

defend their children against non-Jewish henchmen, but to the 

authority of a fellow Jew, no one will submit.  Even the most 

justified reprimand from a fellow Jew is regarded as presumption, as 

a violation of the principle of the equality of all.  Despite our long 

training in the school of exile, we have not yet broken ourselves 

entirely of this defect, we can only imagine what the Jews were like 

before the long and bitter exile that they went through.  Klal Yisroel 

are a stiff-necked people, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave them the 

Torah.  The fiery strength of His Torah was to be proven by its ability 

to master this people.  We had to be pounded by harsh blows of fate 

to make us as tough and at the same time as pliable as steel: pliant 

in our relationship with Hashem but unbending, tough and firm 

against all human authority.  When we lose sight of the goal, this 

toughness veers off the track.  But without it, we would never have 

become the immortal people of the Torah.    

 Rashi explains that now – ”אכן נודע הדבר“ 2:14 - חפץ חיים 

Moshe understood why Klal Yisroel was in exile.  What does it mean 

that Moshe did not understand until this point why they were in 

Golus, when even before this incident with Dasan and Aviram, Klal 

Yisroel were mired in sin and Avodah Zara, as it says in Yechezkel?  

While it is true that Klal Yisroel had transgressed many sins, 

nonetheless, as long as their language was good, they did not speak 

Loshon Hara, there were no prosecutors in Shomayim who came 

forward to prosecute them.  However, now, that Dasan went and 

used his language improperly, to go tell Paroah on another Yid, 

Moshe Rabbeinu, now Moshe knew there would be prosecutors to 

come forward and prosecute Klal Yisroel. Now Moshe understood 

why Klal Yisroel were to go through a long, hard, Golus – for because 

of their deficiencies in their speech, there would be prosecutors to 

come forward and prosecute them for all of their sins.   

שואבהמעין בית ה   ויאמר מי שמך לאיש שר ושופט “ 2:14 - 

 What was the question that Dasan was asking Moshe – ”עלינו

Rabbeinu – “Who made you a man, prince, and judge over us?”   

Moshe was from the palace of the king of Mitzrayim, and was 

believed to be a son to the daughter of the king, Paroah.  If so, yes, 

Moshe was worthy of being a prince and ruler over them.  How did 

Dasan have the Chutzpah to ask this question to Moshe, who was 

from the household of Paroah?  It must be that Dasan realized that 

Moshe was from B’nei Yisroel.  We see the power of hatred here, 

which allows one to get to the depth of the other person, to know 

who he really is.  Dasan knew that Moshe was not really from the 

household of Paroah, and therefore challenged him as to who gave 

Moshe the right to rebuke him.  When Moshe saw that Dasan had 

the Chutzpah to ask him this question, “אכן נודע הדבר” – Moshe 

realized that it was known that he was not really from the 

household of Paroah, but was a Yid.   

ם סופר"חת    - ”וירא איש מצרי מכה איש עברי מאחיו“ 2:11 - 

The Mitzri himself did not beat the Yid, rather he forced a Yid to hit 

another Yid.  Moshe did not kill the Mitzri because he hit a Yid, for 

he did not actually hit a Yid.  Moshe knew how exceedingly painful it 

would be for him to Chas V’sholom have to hit another Yid.  The pain 

would be more than one hundred times the pain than he himself 

being hit.  It was because of this extreme pain that the Mitzri caused 

to a Yid, that Moshe killed him.  After Moshe killed the Mitzri he had 

no fear of Paroah, for he had killed the Mitzri justifiably, and 

therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu would certainly protect him.  

However, when he saw the fighting between Dasan and Aviram, he 

saw that they were okay with seeing each other in pain.  Moshe 

feared that perhaps the unfathomable happened, and that 

unfortunately the Yid was not only not in pain because of hitting 

another Yid, but rather he was happy that he got the opportunity to 

hit another Yid.  If that was the case, then Moshe should not have 

killed the Mitzri, and that would mean that perhaps he would not be 

protected by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It was at this point that he 

feared for killing the Mitzri, and fled Mitzrayim.   

ויקם מלך חדש על מצרים אשר לא ידע “ 1:8 – מדרש הגדול 

 Did not all of the people of Mitzrayim know of the – ”את יוסף

Chesed that Yosef did for the people of Mitzrayim? Rather the Posuk 

means that they knew, but they ignored that which Yosef did, and 

were כפה טובתו – ungrateful for that which he did for them – 

ingrates.  At the end they ended up being ה"כפה טובתו של הקב  – 

ungrateful for the goodness that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did for them, 

as the Posuk says in Shemos 5:2, “ 'לא ידעתי את ד ” – Paroah says, “I 

do not know Hashem.” We see from this that being ungrateful to 

people leads to כפירה בעיקר, denying the Ikar – denying the truth 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world and everything comes 

from Him. Rebbe Avon says that this is comparable to one who takes 

a stone and throws it at the image of the king.  The King commands 

that his head be chopped off, for today he is throwing it at the 

image of the king, and tomorrow he will be actually throwing it at 

me.  This was Paroah, one day he did not know Yosef, and the next 

day he no longer knew Hashem.  There is nothing more damaging to 

the world than being Kofu Tova, being ungrateful, for it causes that 

there not be goodness in the world.  Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu warns Klal Yisroel and says, “ ...אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – Do not be 

ungrateful for the good I performed for you, for an ingrate cannot 

be Mekabel Ol Malchus Shomayim.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what caused Paroah to 

forget Yosef, and what Moshe meant when he said, “Now I Know 

why Klal Yisroel are destined to go through this harsh exile,” as well 

as a deeper understanding of the “דמות דיוקנו” that Yosef saw. The 

Midah of Hakoras Hatov is central to the world, and specifically to 

Klal Yisroel.  Yaakov exhibited this Midah to such a great level, that 

he named the place Sukkos as a reminder to his children of the 

Hakoras Hatov that he had even for animals – so much so that he 

created barns for them.  Yosef was in the throes of a most difficult 

Nisoyon; he saw an image of his father – he saw the image of what it 

meant to be a Makir Tov, and not Chas V’sholom a Kofu Tov.  Yosef 

told the wife of Potifar that he could not possibly sin, for he must 

employ the Midah of Hakoras Hatov, the Midah that is so central to 

life, and that he learned from his father.  The Posuk says that Moshe 

looked around to make sure that no one “else” saw.  Presumably the 

Yid that was getting hit did see.  Moshe saved this person’s life - 

Dasan’s life.  Instead of having tremendous Hakoras Hatov to 

Moshe, he told Pharaoh that Moshe killed a Mitzri; he was a Kofu 

Tov.  Moshe said, now I understand why the king didn’t know Yosef 

anymore, and was not a Makir Tov.  Midah K’neged Midah, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made the king not have Hakoras Hatov to Klal 

Yisroel, and Paroah “forgot Yosef”.  Hakoras Hatov is a very 

important Midah because it shows us that we are not independent.  

We need other people, which hopefully brings us to the ultimate 

realization that we need Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  If we don’t show 

Hakoras Hatov to one another, we are lacking in our Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Moshe understood that Klal Yisroel would 

need to go through a harsh, long, and dark exile, for they did not 

have the proper Midah of Hakoras Hatov.  May we be Zoche to 

strengthen our Midah of Hakoras Hatov between our fellow people, 

thereby bringing us to a greater Hakoras Hatov to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, which will be the Zechus for us to see the Geulah Shlaima, 

  !במהרה בימינו אמן


