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The King Who pardons and forgives – מלך מוחל וסולח 
The was a man who urgently needed a large sum of money, what 
did he do? He went out to the street, approached one of the 
beggars standing on the corner and asked him, ‘Please give me a 
million dollars that I need urgently!’ The beggar looked at him and 
asked in amazement, ‘Me, a million dollars? Not only can’t I give 
this to you, I don’t even know what it looks like!’ The man realized 
that he ‘had the wrong address’ so he kept looking until he 
spotted one of the wealthy men of the city, approached him and 
asked, ‘Please give me a million dollars that I urgently need’. The 
wealthy man replied, ‘Although I might have this sum of money, 
but the way that you asked for it, I am not inclined to give it to 
you.’ 
Obviously, this story never happened, but… we must be aware of 
Who we are asking from and we are to ask. 
The Holy Day – Yom Kippur, is also called ‘The Day of Forgiveness 
and Pardon’, On this day every Jew stands in prayer and 
beseeching before HaKadosh Baruch Hu, that He should arrange it 
and have mercy on him, and forgive him for all his sins, and seal 
him for a good life above and beyond the letter of the law. This is 
what we say in the Tefillah of Shemona Esrei וסולח  'מלך מוחל

, ומעביר אשמותינו בכל שנה ושנה, מלך על כל הארץ, מקדש תינולעוונו
 The King Who pardons and forgives our‘ – ישראל ויום הכיפורים'
iniquities and the iniquities of His people, the House of Israel, and 
removes our sins every single year, King over all the world, Who 
sanctifies Israel and the Day of Atonement.’ 
Here, we ask the question, when we ask HaKadosh Baruch Hu to 
forgive us, do we truly believe that He is ‘the King Who pardons 
and forgives’? If not, then we are lying! If we request this, then it 
is self-evident that we believe that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is ‘the 
King Who pardons and forgives’, we believe that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is ‘gracious and ready to forgive’, we believe that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is ‘increasingly grants pardon to careless 
sinners and forgiveness to rebels’, and if so, then how are our 
prayers to be shown, orderly and understandable, with pity and 
supplication as a son pleading before his father, and not as if we 
casually meet someone on the street and we ask for a favor… we 
must remember that we are asking before One Who has, and 
mainly to remember that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is ‘desirous of 
repentance’, He wants the person to repent, even if chas v’chalila 
his sins reach over his head. This is the time to coronate His 
Kingship Yisbarach over us, and we accept with love to do His will 
wholeheartedly, and it should be His will that we all merit to be 
written and sealed for good! 

- Tiv HaMoadim – Yomim Noraim – Yom HaKippurim   
 

Just Ask –  תבקשורק  
The story before you reached us via fax and it was clearly in a 
child’s handwriting, therefore, we decided to publish it in the 
writing and language of the child without editing… 
To the weekly sheet: “Shalom Tiv Hakehila” 
I am a nine-year-old boy and I would like to share an amazing 
story that happened to me: I very much love this thing that 
everyone calls a ‘drone’ 'רחפן' and I have asked for this from 
Hashem many times in the Shemona Esrei and especially before 
Rosh Hashanah I asked for this. Aside from this, I participate in a 
father/son learning program which the children love, and tonight 
on Motzei Shabbos the raffle is for a drone. I had in mind with 
Amein of Kaddish and in Shemona Esrei and I said Tehillim and I 
did not think that I would win it. At the time of the raffle drawing 
I thought that if I win the drone I would give 18 shekel to 
Tzedakah from my own money and I also said Tehillim. 
In brief: The Rav pulled out the lottery ticket… 
To my great surprise, my name was written on the ticket… 
At that moment I almost fainted, and when I went home I 
immediately fulfilled my promise. 
I want you to understand: I am a little boy who innocently asked 
for this, and I tell you particularly in these days just ask and ask 
and Father in Heaven will give you what you want! 

The letter was unsigned 

A Minyan from Heaven –  מהשמיםמנין  
We waited for a minyan for Selichos at midnight. We were eight 
men and we waited for two more men to come. Some of the men 
wanted to leave when suddenly a taxi pulled up and the driver 
and a passenger got out of the vehicle, asked for a kippah and 
joined us for Selichos. We were so happy for the amazing 
providence that completed the minyan for us. After Selichos we 
found out how great the providence. A young bochur decided 
that he wanted to say Selichos and he stopped a taxi. He asked 
the driver where there is a minyan for Selichos and the driver 
took him to our shul. The driver who had just finished his shift 
decided that he wanted to say Selichos and decided to join us… 
Who can arrange a minyan in such an amazing way if not our 
Father, Father of Mercy!!! 

 י.י.
 



 

 

It is the same thing regarding Teshuva. A person has to reach this 
deep level of regret, that he does not want to remind himself of the 
sin at all and any mention of it causes him to shudder. This is the 
extent that a person must regret each sin! It is only with regret like 
this can he be assured that the One Who knows hidden things will 
testify for him that he will not return to the sin. 
Basically, this is the intent of the Navi (Hoshea 14:2)  שובה ישראל עד'

 Return, Israel, unto Hashem, your G-d’, you should be‘ – ה' אלקיך'
uplifted from the power of this Teshuva, to Hashem, your G-d, to 
always be in His environs, without standing with these sins anymore. 
We pray for this Teshuva three times a day:   והחזירנו בתשובה שלמה'

 and return us in perfect repentance before You’, as‘ – לפניך'
mentioned in the holy sefer ‘Avodas Yisroel’ by the Maggid of Kozhnitz 
zy”a, who wrote in several places (beginning of Parashas Parah, 
beginning of Parashas Shoftim, Avos 5:8) that the intent of this is to 
earn perfect repentance before You – focusing on ‘before You’, that a 
person does Teshuva in a way that Hashem testifies for him that he 
has regret and he has truly repented. 
This is the Teshuva that the Torah is referring to when it states 
(Devorim 30:2)  ושבת אל ה' אלקיך ושמעת בקולו ככל אשר אנכי מצוך היום'

כל נפשך'אתה ובניך בכל לבבך וב  – ‘And you will return unto Hashem, 
your G-d, and listen to His voice, according to everything that I 
command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and all 
your soul.’ The Torah does not call anything ‘Teshuva’ unless it is ‘with 
all his heart and soul’ of the repentant, for only then can the person 
be called ‘repentant’. But aside from what the Torah describes the 
nature of Teshuva, the Torah saw fit to teach a sign for the person 
how to know if he has earned this amazing Teshuva. A person is filled 
with contaminations, and it is very possible that even if he does not 
have regret and true acceptance he will think that he has still earned 
it, and by the way, he will stop thinking of ways to improve, therefore, 
the Torah writes ‘and you will return,,, you and your children’ for 
seemingly, the words are astounding, for it seems like the Torah is 
making the repentance of the father dependent on the repentance of 
the son, and this a wonder, what is the relation of the repentance of 
the father to the repentance of the son? If the father is aroused to 
repent for his guilt, the heart of the son is still sealed? Is this reason 
that his repentance should not be accepted chas v’shalom? 
The intent of the posuk is not to say that the repentance of the father 
is dependent on the repentance of his son, this never comes to mind, 
for the right hand of Yisbarach is stretched out to receive those who 
repent, and anyone who knocks on the doors of repentance is 
accepted immediately. Rather, the intent of the posuk is that when 
the Teshuva of the father is proper then this arouses the sons and 
other family members to repent, then this is a sign to the father that 
his Teshuva was proper. He then knows that the One Who knows 
hidden worlds will testify on his behalf that he will no longer sin, 
because the father will not bequeath lying to his children. When the 
children see that their father resents his sin this is a sign that he has 
truly repented. However, if the father sees that the sons are not 
aroused by his Teshuva, then he must continue to regret his previous 
actions and research how to come to regret and true acceptance to be 
acceptable to his Master. 
However, if it is proven to the person that he has not earned perfect 
repentance, it is possible to be forlorn, thinking that if he has not been 
able to properly change until now he will no longer be able to change, 
what more can he possibly do? This type of thinking is severely 
mistaken, if his mind is not focused properly then he will not earn true 
Teshuva. However, he must calm his mind and continually 
concentrate on the Greatness of the Creator, and through this he will 
realize the severity of his deeds and he will be able to attain true 
Teshuva with all his resources and soul.  
 

אתה נכי מצוך היום ככל אשר אד ה' אלקיך ושמעת בקולו ושבת ע
)ל:ב(ובניך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך:   

And you will return unto Hashem, your G-d, and listen to His 
voice, according to everything that I command you today, you 
and your children, with all your heart and all your soul. (30:2) 
As explained by Chazal and in holy seforim, the mitzvah of 
Teshuva consists of four parts: 1 – leaving the sin. 2 – regret. 3 – 
confession. 4 – acceptance for the future. 
In order to understand the nature of these principles, it is fitting 
to look into the teaching of the Rambam on this halacha (Hilchos 
Teshuva chapter 2 halacha 2): What is Teshuva [Repentance]? It is 
the leaving of the sin and the sinner removes it from his mind, and 
he makes up in his heart that he will not do it again, as it states 
(Yeshayah 55:7) 'עזב רשע דרכו'י  – ‘Let the wicked one forsake his 
way’ and he regrets the past as it states (Yirmiyah 31:18)  כי אחרי'

 For after my returning, I regretted’ and he admits to‘ – שובי נחמתי'
the One Who knows the hidden things that he will never return to 
this sin as it states (Hoshea 1:4) ינו למעשה ידינווד אלה'ולא נאמר ע  – 
‘And we will no longer say, ‘O, our gods!’ to the works of our 
hands. 
The Kesef Mishna uses this posuk as a proof that he is enlisting 
Hashem Yisbarach as his witness that he will no longer sin. 
It emerges from the words of the Rambam that the regret must 
be very deep, until it brings the person to a strong acceptance 
that he will not return to this predicament, and he will be true to 
his thought that HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself can testify that 
from the strength of that acceptance he will no longer sin. 
In light of his words, when we delve into the mitzvah of Teshuva, 
it is incumbent on us to realize that through regret and 
acceptance which are external, we cannot fulfill our obligation of 
this mitzvah. It is up to the person who is knocking on the doors of 
repentance to know that without appropriate regret he will not be 
found innocent of his sins. So that the person can understand the 
nature of Teshuva, it is fitting to mention an example that 
illustrates the benefit of true regret: 
There once was a wheat merchant who went to the market with a 
large amount of wheat. When he arrived, it was revealed that he 
was the only one who had wheat to sell and his wealth was 
limitless. Since he was the only on, he immediately raised the 
price of wheat, resulting in no one coming to him to buy wheat. 
Everyone waited to see if someone else would come to the 
market with wheat and then he would be forced to lower the 
price.  
A day went by, and then another, and then almost the whole 
week and still no additional wheat came to the market, and the 
wheat merchant kept raising the price higher and higher. During 
these five days, he was not willing to negotiate with any buyers to 
lower the price even a little.  
Suddenly, on the sixth day, a large group of merchants came to 
the market with a tremendous amount of wheat. Of course, then 
the price of wheat dropped, and our original merchant had to sell 
his wheat for next to nothing and he lost his amazing opportunity 
to become wealthy without much effort, if only he had sold his 
wheat the day before. That merchant regretted his actions so 
much, to the extent that for many years he was not able to sell 
wheat as the very word ‘wheat’ was enough to remind him of his 
bitter business decision!      
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