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Los tesoros del alma en la Treasures for the Soul in 
Parshas Hashavua 

 

• Rebuke  •  

 
 
 
< המשך בעמוד 

 אהב
 

A. Overt Rebuke 
 
The book of Devarim begins and ends with Moshe Rabbeinu 
rebuking his flock at length for their misdeeds.  
 
What is the essence of rebuke? What does a person gain by 
hearing his faults? What is the goal of rebuke? What is the 
benefit of embarrassing and thereby alienating a person by 
exposing his shortcomings? 
 
Rebuke is discussed twice in the Bible; 1. Parshas Kedoshim, 
Vayikra (Leviticus) 19:17 “You shall not hate your brother in 
your heart. You shall surely rebuke your fellow, but you shall 
not bear a sin on his account.” 2. In Mishlei (Parables) 27:5-6, 
“Clear rebuke is preferable to concealed love; wounds of a 
lover are faithful, whereas kisses of an enemy are 
burdensome.” These verses teach us three aspects of the 
essence of rebuke and its benefit. 1. Rebuke is a mitzvah 
(obligation). 2. Rebuke is a good thing. 3. Rebuke must come 
from a place of love - wounds of a lover are faithful. Let us 
explain: 
 
Man is made up of two layers. One is his internal world, his 
spiritual essence - the higher part that is connected with God 
(pnimiyus). The other is the external, physical part which we 
see (chitzoniyus). A person’s goal in life is to invigorate his 
pnimiyus, elevating and empowering it to shine through the 
murky physical layer which interferes with recognizing his 
purpose in this world. When a person’s chitzoniyus obstructs 
his pnimiyus and his innate goodness from shining through, 
rebuke becomes necessary.  
 
True rebuke requires beneficial intent. Its goal  is to uplift a 
person’s perspective, bringing him to recognize the futility and 
worthlessness of chitzoniyus. This leads the person to the 
appreciate the G-dliness that is deeply rooted within his being. 
The rebuker does not relate to the person’s faults. He instead 
focuses on the positive and praiseworthy aspects of the person 

being rebuked, bringing him to  contemplate his hidden 
personal spiritual powerhouse. This also  awakens a sincere 
desire to overcomethe chitzoniyus, thereby enabling his 
innate goodness to burst forth. 
  
Effective rebuke is a tricky balance between judgement and 
loving kindness.  Outwardly, judgement is expressed - the 
rebuker chastises and points out faults. Its essence is kindness 
- guiding towards improvement. The challenge is to maintain 
a healthy balance.  If the rebuker only connects with the 
attribute of gevura (might), it takes over his pnimiyus and 
leads to anger, toughness, and painful results. On the other 
hand, if he only invokes the attribute of chesed (loving 
kindness), it will blind the rebuker from recognizing those 
faults which must be corrected and there will be no place for 
the necessary concern and toughness - the rebuker will be 
unable to give any sort of reproach.  
Therefore, a person giving rebuke must simultaneously 
connect with these two attributes - he must  appear angry 
while retaining internal  calm. Great is he who possesses the 
inner strength and focus to successfully execute this balancing 
act . 
 
 
B. Inner Love 
 
The above verse teaches us how to achieve this: Clear rebuke 
is preferable to concealed love! A person has to constantly 
remind himself that the pure and glowing, pnimiyus of every 
Jew can never be tarnished for it is always  connected with 
the Creator. Any bad is only a soiling of the external covering. 
When rebuke takes place from this perspective, the harshness 
of the words is only “skin-deep”. This is what Shlomo 
Hamelech (King Solomon), the wisest of all men, was referring 
to (a somewhat different translation of the above verse): 
“Rebuking the  revealed flaws is good, as long as it comes 
from a place of inner love.” 
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Rebuke in Chinuch 
When rebuking children, one must implement the 
above recipe for correct rebuke: the goal is to reach the 
hidden goodness, to remove the blockages and to allow 
the glowing pnimiyus to express itself. When the young 
generation will feel that the whole goal of the rebuke is 
to reveal and light up the good within them, they will 
willingly cooperate with the rebuke, despite its 
unpleasantness, because they feel that the 
parent/teacher loves them, values their greatness and 
desires their good. The wounds are the wounds of a 
lover! 
However, the parent/teacher may implement a 
superficial approach and harshly impose his regulations 
while going against the nature of the child. His rebuke 
ignores the greatness of the child’s pnimiyus and he 
ends up engaging in an endless quarrel with the 
chitzonius.   He may win the battle and see temporary 
improvement of the child’s behavior, but he loses the 
war. Without the wisdom to bring the child to a good 
place, he pushes the child to go from bad to worse. Not 
only was his rebuke fruitless, it was counter-productive. 
 
A teacher must first reveal to his students the great 
virtues of our generation, the one preceding Moshiach, 
to emphasize our sublime excellence. With an 
awareness of their innate goodness, their whole being 

changes for the good. Even if the externals are not up to 
par and the dress isn’t the way it should be, the 
students have gained what is most important - an 
awareness of and a connection to their beautiful 
pnimiyus. We have engaged the neshama - what more 
could we want? This  rebuke is uplifting-  it focuses on 
the inner goodness, the pure personality, arousing an 
intense and deep desire to remove the impediments 
and enable the goodness to burst outwards. 
This can be compared to an treasure chest protected 
with a heavy lock and chain. Opening the chest to get at 
the treasure requires the key. Is there any point to 
expressing rage towards the lock and the heavy chain? 
They were designed to protect the precious treasures 
inside the box. Similarly, rebuke should not cause pain 
and humiliation by being directed at the chitzoniyus, G-d 
forbid. Sublime rebuke is the key to open the heavy lock 
that sits on the heart and interferes with the G-dliness 
shining from within us. Rebuke can open for us huge 
treasures of ruchniyus. This is why Moshe Rabbeinu, out 
of his great love for the people of Israel, rebuked them 
so much. He expressed his great love for the people 
with his sublime rebuke, clearing away the blockages to 
their internal  spiritual splendour of which they were 
simply unaware. Although unpleasant, his loving rebuke 
was the greatest gift he could possibly bestow upon 
them! 
 

Chinuch in our Generation 

C. The Difficulty of Accepting Rebuke 
 
Rebuke is particularly difficult to accept when focused only on 
the external behavior of his fellow Jew instead of on his 
internal beauty. This rebuke will arouse anger and aversion on 
both sides, leading both lose control and do things they  will 
likely regret. It will also lead people to reject the rebuke and 
attack the rebuker while fiercely defending themselves - 
instead of accepting the rebuke. These people (both rebuker 
and rebuked) are out of touch with their own pnimiyus, they 
are only in touch with their chitzoniyus. Such rebuke 
undermines their whole raison d’etre by giving the feeling of 
being  full of flaws. This causes great pain, magnifies the bad, 
and blocks all hopes of improving himself. This is the opposite 

of the purpose of the rebuke! This is why it says “Do not 
rebuke a scoffer lest he hate you”. 
On the other hand, those who appreciate their intrinsic 
internal value are not phased by criticism. They appreciate the 
value of their internal virtue. “Rebuke a wise man and he will 
love you!”. They welcome rebuke which helps them greater 
actuate their internal virtue.  A wise man strives to cleanse 
himself from  the natural squalor  that interferes with his 
reaching higher levels. 
It is incumbent on a rebuker to give the person a feeling that 
he is intrinsically good and loved by G-d and by man - that 
when he discovers his glowing pnimiyus, he will able to 
implement rebuke and enable his wonderful pnimiyus to 
shine through. T 
 


