
 
                                                                                                         

It is hard to think of a Torah 

portion more frenetic than our 

current portion, Ki Tisah. 

From the loftiest heights to the 

deepest low. From the Holy 

Temple and its holy vessels – 

the purpose of creation; from 

the secret of the incense to the 

secret of Shabbat – the sign of 

the covenant between G-d and 

His Chosen People; From 

these sublime heights to the Sin of the Golden Calf. Could there be 

a greater collapse?                                                                               

What is going on here? Why the extremes?                                       

First of all, the closer we come to our goal, the more stretched and 

sensitive everything becomes. It is like an army that marches forth 

and conquers, whose supply lines become increasingly longer and 

more vulnerable. It is specifically the increased proximity to the 

goal that is fraught with the dangers of a greater and deeper fall.       

This equation is distinctly relevant in our generation of rebirth. We 

have never been closer to our Land, to Jerusalem, to the Holy 

Temple. But in certain ways, we have never been farther. When in 

exile, we collectively dreamed of the Holy Temple. Here, very few 

dare to dream.                                                                                     

On a deeper level, this muddling of extremes is not a mistake. It is 

the ideal situation. The very essence of this world, the essence of 

life – is the connection between body and soul. The message of the 

Torah and the Holy Temple is all about the point of connection 

between the physical and the metaphysical. It is not the Islamic 

flight to the body or the Christian flight to the spirit. It is the proper 

and exact connection between the two.                                              

This message evolves through the Nation of Israel and the Land of 

Israel to all of humanity. The pendulum swings from one side to the 

other and does not find its place. All around us, the Arab world 

oscillates between liberalism and Islam. Nobody knows exactly 

what will be the outcome, but one thing is clear: They are not 

headed for calm – most likely just the opposite.                              

Not only will the Arab world not achieve balance, but concentric 

circles of humanity are likely to be sucked into the chaos.               

The secret of life, the proper connection between the physical and 

metaphysical; between body and soul, is here, in Jerusalem: In the 

physical place chosen by the Creator, Who has no physicality or 

image – for His Holy Presence to dwell.  

Shabbat Shalom,                                                                                                                    

Moshe Feiglin 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                        

I have a lot of respect for 

Chief of Staff Eisencott. 

He projects the image of 

the regular soldier from 

Tiberias who plans to 

work quietly, get down to 

the root of problems and 

do what he understands 

needs to be done to 

prepare the IDF for the 

next war. I have publicly 

expressed my respect for 

him quite a few times. But his blunder last week when he negated 

the value that we learn from our Sages, “If someone comes to kill 

you, kill him first” will make all his efforts for naught and ruin all 

his plans.                                                                                            

The truth is that his words did not surprise me. First of all, because 

Eisencott amplifies the mentality prevalent in all circles of 

leadership in the State – particularly in the upper echelons of the 

security establishment. Second, because he already said something 

similar to me during war.                                                                   

When Tel Aviv was being bombarded by rockets from Gaza for 

over a month two summers ago, I asked then Deputy Chief of Staff 

Eisencott at the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Security Committee 

(in the presence of additional MKs):                                                    

“Tell me please, “Who is the enemy?” 

Today’s Chief of Staff could not give a clear answer.                     

How can he possibly kill his enemy first if he cannot identify him?   

It is impossible to win a battle without the value of “If someone 

comes to kill you, kill him first”. The words of the Chief of Staff 

and the Defense Minister do not reflect ethicality, but its very 

opposite. This is the same Defense Minister who, under pressure 

from the media, gave the order to torture minors. Now he is 

sermonizing about moral conduct toward terrorists who come to 

murder us. As our Sages say, “He who has mercy on the cruel will 
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ultimately be cruel to the merciful”. It looks like our Sages had it 

right all along…                                                                                

The grave significance of Eisencott and Ya’alon’s words is that the 

IDF, no matter how sophisticated it may be, is not capable of 

winning wars.                                                                                     

For he who has lost his identity – cannot identify his enemy. 

And he who cannot identify his enemy cannot defeat him. 

And when we don’t triumph, the war does not end. 

And when the war doesn’t end – peace does not begin. 

It really doesn’t matter how the young Arab terrorist with the 

scissors is apprehended. She is going to win because we have 

deposited the value of justice in her hands. 

 

 

 “In the absence of a diplomatic 

process,” said the IDF’s 

Intelligence Corps Chief on 

Monday, “the current wave of 

terror will intensify.”                

“All the Intelligence Chief forgot 

to add,” said Moshe Feiglin,  “was 

that since the Oslo diplomatic 

process, when Israel agreed to 

retreats outlined by ‘experts’ with 

a political orientation similar to 

his, we have been at the receiving 

end of the most horrific terror 

waves Israel has ever known. The 

number of murdered and wounded 

Israelis in the wake of the 

‘diplomatic process’ increased 

five-fold.”  “Would the intelligence Chief also pressure the Cabinet 

to engage in a ‘diplomatic process’ the result of which would be a 

declaration of Israeli sovereignty over Judea and Samaria?” Feiglin 

asked. 

 

                                                                                                            

Temple Mount 

activist Rabbi 

Yehuda Glick was 

acquitted on 

Thursday of assault 

and battery charges 

which police had 

used for the past 18 

months to bar him 

from visiting the Temple Mount.  Glick, who was critically 

wounded in an assassination attempt in 2014, had been accused 

by a Muslim woman, Zoya Badrana, of assaulting her during a tour 

of the Temple Mount. Badrana accused Glick of throwing her to the 

ground, resulting in a broken arm.                                                        

Israeli police used the accusation as grounds to bar Glick from 

visiting the Mount.                                                                             

The charges against Glick were dismissed Thursday morning, 

however, after Badrana’s testimony had been shown to be false. 

Without the testimony from their key witness, the police were 

forced to drop the charges against Glick, leading to an immediate 

acquittal.                                                                                            

With the case settled, Glick looks to resume leading guided tours of 

the Temple Mount.                                                                              

Responding to the acquittal, Glick described the behavior of the 

police as “judicial terrorism”.                                                                         

“At a time when a citizen is fighting for his life,” Glick said, 

referring to the attempt on his life in 2014, “he is at the same time 

forced to fight against a system meant to protect him, but which he 

finds is actually working hand in hand with our worst enemies, 

doing something that is sheer judicial terrorism.” 

 

 

Shalva Gozland, a 16 year old friend of ours from Riverdale, NY, 

produced a short video clip for a contest called "Inspired By Israel". 

Please watch this beautiful 3 minute video, then vote and share with 

family and friends by simply clicking the link below. 

Voting closes Sunday 3/13 at 11:59PM, and each person can vote 

up to 1x per day per email address (personal, work, etc.), after 

which the top 5 ranking videos will be sent to the judges for the 

final round for a chance to win $7,500 and share their video with 

the world.  

Go, Shalva!! 

http://www.israelvideonetwork.com/home-is-where-our-heart-

is/ (follow this link to view the video, vote, and share with 

friends and family) 

                                                                                                               

Check out our new website, http://zehutinternational.com   Meet 

our team, and find out everything you want to know about Zehut.  

Keep up with the latest articles and videos and see how to connect 

with us on social media.  
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