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Parshas Yisro contains the Aseres HaDibros (10 Commandments). It is well-known that they are split into 

two Luchos (Tablets), with five commandments on each side. The Ramban (Shemos 20:13) and Abarbanel explain 
that one of the reasons for this division is that the first five commandments are mitzvos bein adam l’Makom 
(between man and G-d), while the last five are mitzvos bein adam l’chaveiro (between man and his fellow man). 
According to this explanation, the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents, which is the fifth commandment, is considered 
a mitzvah bein adam l’Makom. The obvious question is: How is it possible to describe this as a mitzvah between 
man and Hashem when its entire purpose is to honor our parents, which is bein adam l’chaveiro? 

 The Medrash (Mechilta Yisro) explains that each of the commandments in the first Tablet corresponds to the 
mitzvah opposite it on the second Tablet. For example, the mitzvah of “I am Hashem your G-d” parallels “you shall 
not murder,” because a person who sheds blood is considered to be sinning against Hashem, as the Torah states, 
“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for man was made in the image of G-d” (Bereishis 

9:6). Next, “you shall not make for yourself a carved image” is opposite “you shall not commit adultery,” since a 
person who worships idolatry is considered to be committing adultery against Hashem. “You shall not take 
Hashem’s name in vain” corresponds to “you shall not steal,” because somebody who steals will ultimately come 
to swear falsely. Next, “remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it” parallels “you shall not bear false witness against 
your friend,” as somebody who desecrates Shabbos is testifying that Hashem did not create the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh. All of these connections are quite straightforward and understandable. However, 
corresponding to the commandment to “honor your father” is the mitzvah of “you shall not covet the house of your 
friend … your friend’s wife … and all that belongs to your friend,” a connection which is not at all readily apparent 
(see Mechilta on this topic). 

 It is well-known that Hashem has many titles: He is called “King of Kings,” “Master,” “Creator of the 
Universe,” “Master of the Universe,” etc. On a personal level, when a Jew wishes to serve Hashem, he can look at 
Hashem and connect to him in multiple ways. Some people view Hashem as “King” and relate to Him as a servant 
working for his King. Other people see Hashem as “Master,” and connect to Him as a slave serving his Master. Yet 
others look at Hashem as the “Creator of the Universe,” and they relate to Him as a creation doing the will of its 
Creator. When a person connects to Hashem in any of these ways, he approaches the performance of mitzvos with 
fear and trepidation. He understands that Hashem created the universe out of nothing, and that He is almighty and 
all-powerful. The King of Kings judges everything that happens, both hidden and revealed, and Rav Chanina 
remarked, “Anybody who says that Hashem overlooks our deeds will have his life overlooked” (Bava Kamma 50a). 

 Connecting to Hashem on these levels is valuable and necessary. Every Jew is obligated to possess fear of 
Heaven, a fear of punishment and a fear of Hashem’s greatness. We must perceive that there is a Judge Who metes 
out judgment, and that our Creator will judge us for every word, every deed, and every thought. However, is relating 
to Hashem with awe and trembling, and connecting to Him as our King, Master, and Creator the ultimate goal of 
our Divine service? 



 The commentators explain that the purpose of Torah and mitzvos is to bring us to love Hashem (Hamefaresh al 
haRambam, in the beginning of the second chapter of Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, writes, “The mitzvos were only given to help us reach the 
level of loving Hashem, as the Torah says, ‘Choose life, so that you shall live … to love Hashem.’ There is also another level which is beneath 

the love of Hashem, and that is the level of fearing Hashem.” Also see the introduction of the Toldos Yaakov Yosef on this topic). Even 
though all levels of fearing Hashem are necessary and praiseworthy, they cannot all be considered the pinnacle of 
our Divine service. Rather, they all lead to one purpose: “You shall love Hashem your G-d.” 

 If love of Hashem is so important fundamental, we must explain what it is, and how one attains it. The 
commentators point out (see Maharal in Nesivos Olam, Nesiv Ahavah 1) that the word אהבה (love) has the same numerical 
value as the word אחד (one). This teaches us that the definition of love is feeling oneness with the person or object 
that one loves. For our purposes, love of Hashem is a feeling of togetherness with Him. How is it possible to feel 
oneness with Hashem? Regarding Hashem, the Torah states: “He is our Father” (Devorim 32:6), and it is human nature 
to love a parent because we naturally feel connected to him, since we sense that he enabled us to come into existence. 
Therefore, when we look at Hashem and feel in our hearts that He is literally our Father and we are His children, 
we will be able to engender feelings of love for Him, feelings of connection and oneness with our Father in Heaven. 

 With this explanation, we now understand that when a Jew approaches his service of Hashem with a sense that 
Hashem is his Father, the 613 mitzvos take on an entirely new meaning and significance. They are not only 
commands given by a “King,” instructions issued by a “Master,” and the will of the “Creator.” All 613 mitzvos are 
now transformed into one all-encompassing mitzvah: Honor your Father (Hashem). Why do I need to don tefillin? 
Because my Father told me to do so. Why must I pray? Because my Father said to daven. Why should I do chesed? 
Because my Father told me to. The mitzvah of honoring one’s father includes not only the commandment to honor 
our physical fathers, but also a more general obligation to lovingly fulfill all 613 mitzvos, as a child would honor 
his Father. Accordingly, the mitzvah to honor one’s parents also includes a bein adam l’Makom component, since 
it teaches us the appropriate manner to honor Hashem. 

 With this introduction, we now understand the connection between the mitzvah of honoring one’s father and 
the prohibition against coveting. A person who looks at Hashem and connects to Him as a King or Master will not 
necessarily perceive that all of his needs and deficiencies have been met. A king is responsible for the general 
sustenance and well-being of the populace, but not necessarily for every specific need of every individual. Similarly, 
a master will not always concern himself with every detail of every need of each of his slaves. It is therefore possible 
that a servant or slave will feel jealous of others, since he feels that he is lacking certain things that his king or 
master does not provide for him. 

 However, if I perceive that Hashem is my Father, Who loves me like an only child, certainly such an all-
powerful and giving Father will meet all my needs and deficiencies. I will sense that I have everything I need, 
without lacking anything. I will understand that anything I do not have is not currently good for me, and therefore 
my Father did not give it to me, and I do not desire it at all. If we view Hashem as our Father, and we perform the 
mitzvah of honoring our Father, will there remain even the smallest possibility of transgressing the prohibition 
against coveting? 

 

  
 

Master of the Universe: I am not worried about Your Gehinnom, I do not yearn for Your 
Gan Eden, and I forego Your Heavenly angels. Do You know what I do seek? You, and 

only You. 
 

Baal HaTanya 
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