
 

  )'א' א( ראשית ברא אלקי�ב

In the beginning Hashem created (1:1). 
The Medrash, (Yalkut Shimoni Bereishis 2), says that the Torah begins with the 

letter ב as opposed to an א since ב is the first letter in the word ברכה, blessing, and the 

Hashem wanted the Torah to begin with a letter that implies and hints to the fact the 

Torah is a blessing.  

This idea, explains the Zera Shimshon, connects the end of the Torah to the 

beginning. The last parsha, Vezos HaBeracha leads into Bereishis hinting that the reason 

the Torah begins with a ב is because - Vezos HaBeracha - to begin with blessing. 

However, this Medrash, asks the Zera Shimshon, seems to contradict the passuk 

that says (Tehillim 119:160), ראש דברי� אמת, “Your first word is truth.” Based on this passuk, 

the Torah should have started with an א representing the word אמת as implied by the 

passuk - that the beginning of Hashem's word, the Torah, begins with truth? 

In fact, the last letters of the words בראשית ברא אלקי�, spell the word אמת. However, 

this does not suffice, since the Torah should have started with its first letter being an א as 

implied by the aforementioned passuk? 

The Zera Shimshon answers this question with help of another Medrash.  

The Medrash, (Rabbah Tazria 16:7), says that when the passuk commands us to 

use ‘a perfect and whole weight’ when weighing merchandise for a customer, the Torah 

says (Devarim 25:16), “A perfect and whole weight you shall have.”  

The Medrash says the passuk implies that if a person fulfills this Mitzvah - "A 

perfect and whole weight", then - "you shall have", he will have merchandise with which he 

will become successful with. However, if he isn’t meticulous about his weights then - ‘he 

will not have’ - he will not see success in his business. 

This Medrash teaches that when one acts with truth, only then is he blessed and 

his endeavors are successful and vice versa. 

This is why the Torah begins with a ב which represents ברכה, blessing, as opposed 

to an א which represents אמת, truth. To impart an important message - that ברכה, blessing, 

is the outcome of אמת, truth. If a person acts with truth and his ways are truthful, only 

then can he attain the ב - the blessings promised by the Torah. 

Therefore, the Medrash and the passuk don’t contradict one another, in fact they 

complement each other. ראש דברי� אמת, “Your first word is truth,” and indeed the first letter 

of the Torah is a lesson in truthful conduct - ברכה, blessing, is only possible to attain if one 

acts truthfully. Blessing without אמת, truth, is impossible to achieve. And thus, by the 

Torah beginning with a ב, it is essence beginning with an א. 

P P 

The Medrash (Rabba 8:5), says that when Hashem wanted to create man, the 

angels grouped together etc. the attribute of kindness said, "Create man because man 

does kindness". Truth said, "Do not create man. He is all but falsehood!" Peace said, "Do 

not create man. He all but quarrel". Hashem threw truth to the ground and created man. 

The Zera Shimshon asks why did Hashem dispose of truth over peace since both 

of them opposed the creation of man? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that as long as the trait of truth was present at the 

creation of man, Hashem would not have been able to act with this creation with mercy. 

This is because truth demands undiluted justice with no mercy. Hashem, knowing that 

man would need to judged with mercy even though his actions would warrant 

punishment, threw away truth in order to be able to create man in an environment that 

he could last in. 
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Bereishis 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רחל בת שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
האנשי� החשובי� שעל פי עידוד� יצא 

 הגליו� מכח אל הפועל
 בשורות טובות ישועות ונחמות
 לעילוי נשמת יעקב יצחק ב� ר' בנימי�


