
Zera Shimshon
Parshas Behar/ BeChukosai

יְֵמי ָכּל ַשְׁבּתֶֹתיָה: ֶאת ְוִהְרָצת ָהָאֶרץ ִתְּשַׁבּת ָאז אֹיְֵביֶכם ְבֶּאֶרץ ְוַאֶתּם ָהַשָּׁמּה יְֵמי כֹּל ַשְׁבּתֶֹתיָה ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ִתְּרֶצה ָאז
ֹּת ֵאת ֲאֶשׁר ֹלא ָשְׁבָתה ְבַּשְׁבּתֵֹתיֶכם ְבִּשְׁבְתֶּכם ָעֶליָה: (ויקרא כו/לד-לה) ָהַשָּׁמּה ִתְּשׁב

גֲָּעָלה ַֹּתי ֻחק ְוֶאת ָמָאסּו ְבִּמְשָׁפַּטי ּוְביַַען יַַען ֲעֹונָם ֶאת יְִרצּו ְוֵהם ֵמֶהם ָבְּהַשָׁמּה ַשְׁבּתֶֹתיָה ֶאת ְוִתֶרץ ֵמֶהם ֵתָּעזֵב ְוָהָאֶרץ
נְַפָשׁם (ויקרא כו/מג)

Then (after the Jewish nation is scattered among the nations) the land will make up for the 
sabbath years (shemittos) with the time that it is desolate and you are in the land of your 
enemies; then the land will rest and make up for its shemittos. Throughout the time that it is 
desolate, it will observe the rest that it did not observe in your shemitto years wile you were 
living upon it... 

For the land will be deserted of them, making up for its shemitto years by being desolate of 
them, while they atone their sins because they rejected My rules and spurned My laws. 
(Vayikra 26/34-35,43)

These pessukim teach us that the reason that 
the Jewish nation was exiled from Eretz 
Yisroel was in order that the land will be rest 
(not grow any vegetation) to make up for the 
years that we sinfully worked the land in the 
shemitto years. 

Zera Shimshon asks how will our exile from 
Eretz Yisroel result in "the land will rest and 
make up for its shemittos "?  If we will not be
in Eretz Yisroel then some other nation will 
come into Eretz Yisroel and live there and 
they surely will not keep the laws of 
shemitto! This will result in them working 
the land even more than we did, and the land 
will have no rest at all!

He explains in light of the Gemorro in Gittin 
(57a). It is written there, "(Concerning the 
possuk): “Hashem swallowed up without pity
all the houses of Yaakov” (Aicha 2/2). When 
Ravin came from Eretz Yisrael to Bavvel he 
said that R' Yoḥanan says: This (possuk) is 
referring to the six hundred thousand cities 
that Yannai the king had in Har HaMelech. 
As Rav Yehuda says that Rav Asi says: 
Yannai the King had six hundred thousand 
cities in the Har HaMelech, and each of them
had a population as great as the number of 
those who left Mitzrayim, except for three of 
those cities, the population of which was 
double the number of those who left 
Mitzrayim...Ulla said: I myself saw that 

place, and it could not hold even six hundred 
thousand reeds, all the more so that number 
of people. 

A certain heretic said to R' Chanina: You lie 
with your exorbitant exaggerations. R' 
Chanina explained to him: With regard to 
Eretz Yisrael it is written: 'Land of the deer'. 
Just as the skin of a deer cannot hold its 
flesh, for after the animal is skinned, its hide 
shrinks, so too, with regard to Eretz Yisrael, 
when it is settled, it expands, but when it is 
not settled, it contracts."

In other words, this Gemorro teaches us that 
the size of Eretz Yisroel is proportionate to 
the number of its Jewish inhabitants. The 
more Jewish people that live there the bigger 
it gets. And when there are less people, a part
of it disappears and it shrinks.Therefore,  
even a place that is so small today was highly
populated prior to our exile.

According to this, explains Zera Shimshon, 
since we were exiled even if other nations 
will live in Eretz Yisroel they will only have 
access to a small portion of  land since the 
rest of Eretz Yisroel disappeared. The 
Chumash that says that the land will rest is 
referring to the vanished part!

Zera Shimshon concludes that even the small 
part that remained will produce less fruit than
when the Jewish nation lived there.  This is 
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also a part of the resting of the land that will 
make up the years when we did not rest the 
land. 

-----------------------------------------2--------------------------------
ִּכי ֲעָבַדי ֵהם ֲאֶׁשר הֹוֵצאִתי אָֹתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָריִם ֹלא יִָּמְכרּו ִמְמֶּכֶרת ָעֶבד: (ויקרא כה/מב)

The Navi Yermiah said, "Return (Do teshuva)
wicked (shovavim) sons...". Zera Shimshon 
asks why did the navi choose the term 
shovavim to describe the sinful people who 
have to do teshuva and not the standard term,
rosho?

He answers in light of the Gemoro in Gittin 
(37b) that says that both a Jewish person and 
a foreigner (a gentile) can be bought as a 
slave. (The fact that a gentile can own even a 
Jewish slave is learnt from the possuk, "And 
(melech Arrad) captured a captive (shevi). 
Since it is written "captured a captive and not
simply captured a person implies that Melech
Arad actually owned the person he captured.)

However, there is a big difference between a 
Jewish person and a gentile. When either a 
Jewish person or a foreigner buys a Jewish 
person as a slave, his essence is not sold. He 
is only sold in respect to his earnings and 
what he produces. This is called that the 
owner has only a kinyan pairos in the slave. 

On the other hand, when a Jewish person 
buys a foreigner as a slave, his whole essence
is bought. (This is called that he has a kinyan 
hagoof in the slave.)

The reason that the essence of a Jewish 
person cannot be bought by someone else, 
explains Zera Shimshon, is seen in the 
possuk, "Because you are My slaves.... you 
cannot be sold like other slaves." Meaning, 

since Hashem owns our essence He does give
the power to anyone to take it from Him. 

The Gemora (Shabbos 105b) explains that 
the possuk, "There shall not be in your midst 
a foreign god" refers to the yetzer haro. In 
other words the Gemora understood that the 
yetzer haro is a foreigner. 

Therefore just like a foreigner cannot own 
the essence of his slave, so too no matter how
much the yetzer haro controls a person, the 
yetzer haro can never fully own that person. 
A person's essence always remains in his own
hands. As a result of this, EVERYONE, no 
matter how low he has fallen, has to give 
account in Heaven for everything that he did 
wrong! He cannot defend himself with the 
argument that it was the yetzer haro who 
really did all of his bad actions. 

Therefore, when the navi tells Clal Yisroel to 
do teshuva he refers to them as shovavim. 
Shovavim is a derivative of the root shevi- 
captured, which is the source that a gentile 
can have a kinyan pairos in a slave. 

The Navi meant to say, don't think that you 
are exempt from punishment because "the 
yetzer haro made me do it." You are only 
captives and he only owns you with a kinyan 
pairos. Your essence, however is still in your 
own hands and you will punished (if you 
don't do teshuva).

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------
ַויְַדֵּבר יְדָֹוד ֶאל מֶׁשה ְּבַהר ִסינַי ֵלאמֹר: (ויקרא כג/א)
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On the possuk in the beginning of our par-
sha, "And Hashem spoke to Moshe on Har
Sinai saying." Rashi asks why does the Torah
preface the laws of shemita by saying that
they were given on Har Sinai? All the hala-
chos in the Torah were given there!

Rashi answers that it is to teach us that since
the Torah does not repeat the laws of shemita
in Sefer Devorim therefore it must be that
ALL of its halachos, the general principals as
well as the smallest details, were taught to us
in Sinai. From this we learn that it is the
same with all the mitzvos, that all of their de-
tails were also given on Sinai, even the ones
that were repeated in Sefer Devorim.

Zera Shimshon asks what is unique about the
mitzvah of shemita that the Torah chose it to
teach us this? Seemingly, we would be able
to learn the same idea from any mitzvo that
was not repeated in Sefer Devorim!

He answers that the halachos of Shemita are
similar to and have a special connection with
Har Sinai and gives three gives three exam-
ples of this. 

Firstly, what is the reason that Hashem chose
the seventh year to be shemita? Chaza"l in a
Medrash seem to give a reason, "All "sev-
enth"s are precious to Hashem!" Moshe was
the seventh generation from Avraham, Dovid
HaMelech was Yishai's seventh son, the sev-
enth day of the week, the seventh month of
the year (Tishrei), the seventh year (shemita)
etc.Yaffe Tohar ( a commentator on the
Medrash) asks that this answer isn't really
suffice. The fact that all of the examples were
the seventh is seemingly only incidental but
doesn't add ANYTHING to their specialness!
Seemingly, Moshe would be loved by
Hashem for his righteousness even if he
wasn't the seventh generation from Avraham.
Tishrei would be a special month even if it
wasn't the seventh month. What then does the
Medrash mean that all "seventh"s are pre-
cious to Hashem?

Zera Shimshon answers that we learn from
this Medrash that there is some concealed
and deep reason that being the seventh adds
to make something precious to Hashem. We
may not understand why, but the fact that
Moshe was the seventh generation from

Avraham, that the shemita year is the seventh
year (and not the sixth or eighth) etc. adds to
their uniqueness. 

The same is with Har Sinai. What is so spe-
cial about it that Hashem chose it over all the
other mountains in the world to give on it the
Torah? The well known reason that it is be-
cause it is not so tall, doesn't fully explain it.
There are other mountains even smaller or
the same size. And Hashem could have made
some other mountain the same size! (Also the
reason that another Medrash gives, that it
was chosen because no one worshipped idols
on it, is also not suffice. The Medrash says
that already during the Seven Days of Cre-
ation, before there was idolatry in the world,
Har Sinai was already chosen to be the place
that the Torah will be given.) 

It must be, reasons Zera Shimshon, that there
is some concealed and deep reason that
Hashem chose Har Sinai over all the other
mountain that we don't understand just like
that there is some concealed and deep reason
that shemita is the seventh year and not the
sixth or eighth that we also don't understand. 

Another similarity. The meforshim explain
that a reason that Hashem forbids us to plant
during shemita is to show us that he is the
Master of the world and, that even though
that the land has the potential and the ability
to grow fruits, and we would like those fruits,
Hashem who is the Master of the world,
doesn't let us take advantage of it. We have
accepts Hashem's dictates and restrain our-
selves from planting and cultivating the
fields.

It was the same with Har Sinai. There was
tremendous holiness on the mountain at the
time of the giving of the Torah. It was a ke-
dusha (holiness) that our souls craved to be
closed to. However Hashem commanded to
surround the mountain with a border so we
can't get too close to and can't take advantage
of that tremendous holiness! 

Zera Shimshon cites one more similarity be-
tween Har Sinai and shemita. Chaza"l teach
us that the mitzva of shemita has in it the
power to keep us out of exile. The reward we
get for keeping the laws of shemita is that we
can stay in Eretz Yisroel. And, unfortunately,
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the punishment when we don't observe the
laws of shemita is that Hashem exiles us
from our land. (Rashi in this week's parsha
writes that the seventy years of our exile to
Bavel was because of the seventy times we
didn't keep shemita.)

The same thing was with Sinai. At the time
we received the Torah we became free from
the yoke of other nations. (It came back when
we worshipped the golden calf.) Even though
we gained some freedom when we left

Mitzrayim, it wasn't complete until we re-
ceived the Torah at Har Sinai.
Concludes Zera Shimshon, it is for these
three similarities between shemita and Har
Sinai that Hashem chose the mitzvo of shemi-
ta to teach us that just like the general prin-
cipals as well as the smallest details of shemi-
ta were given at Sinai so too the general
principals and smallest details of all of the
mitzvos were given on Sinai!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or
HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 
You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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