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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

PARSHAS 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Thoughtful Faith  
There was a brilliant young man in Romania who appeared to be headed for greatness 

in the world of Torah, but his curiosity drew him to read many books 
theology of other religions. Before long, he became exceedingly confused. He had always 
accepted his Jewish heritage as a matter of course. That was how he had been brought up, 
that was how he lived, and therefore, that was what he believed. His exposure to other ideas 
and views, however, disrupted his equanimity. He floundered and wandered, and 
eventually, he decided to abandon Judaism and convert. He decided to pay a visit to the local 
priest the following Shabbos to discuss his plans for conversion.

On Shabbos morning, as he walked
violently. Should he go through with it? Was this the right thing to do? Was he really sure? 
Lost in his tormenting thoughts, he hardly noticed his surroundings, but suddenly, he found 
himself in the midst of a large crowd, being jostled from all sides.

“What going on?” he asked a red

The man paused in his pushing and looked at him in dismay. “Where have you been, 
my friend? Have you been hiding in a hole under the groun
here for Shabbos, and he is going to 
about his tefilla?” 

The young man nodded. “Yes, I have.”

“Then you know that hearing him is the experience of a lifetime. His holy wor
like great tongues of roaring fire reaching out to the gates of Heaven. It is impossible to hear 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

There was a brilliant young man in Romania who appeared to be headed for greatness 
, but his curiosity drew him to read many books on philosophy

Before long, he became exceedingly confused. He had always 
accepted his Jewish heritage as a matter of course. That was how he had been brought up, 
that was how he lived, and therefore, that was what he believed. His exposure to other ideas 

ever, disrupted his equanimity. He floundered and wandered, and 
eventually, he decided to abandon Judaism and convert. He decided to pay a visit to the local 

to discuss his plans for conversion. 

morning, as he walked toward the church, his heart was pounding 
violently. Should he go through with it? Was this the right thing to do? Was he really sure? 
Lost in his tormenting thoughts, he hardly noticed his surroundings, but suddenly, he found 

rge crowd, being jostled from all sides. 

“What going on?” he asked a red-faced man pushing his way through the crowd.

The man paused in his pushing and looked at him in dismay. “Where have you been, 
my friend? Have you been hiding in a hole under the ground? The holy Berditchever 

, and he is going to daven Shacharis before the amud. Have you never heard 

The young man nodded. “Yes, I have.” 

“Then you know that hearing him is the experience of a lifetime. His holy wor
like great tongues of roaring fire reaching out to the gates of Heaven. It is impossible to hear 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

LACH

There was a brilliant young man in Romania who appeared to be headed for greatness 
on philosophy and the 

Before long, he became exceedingly confused. He had always 
accepted his Jewish heritage as a matter of course. That was how he had been brought up, 
that was how he lived, and therefore, that was what he believed. His exposure to other ideas 

ever, disrupted his equanimity. He floundered and wandered, and 
eventually, he decided to abandon Judaism and convert. He decided to pay a visit to the local 

toward the church, his heart was pounding 
violently. Should he go through with it? Was this the right thing to do? Was he really sure? 
Lost in his tormenting thoughts, he hardly noticed his surroundings, but suddenly, he found 

faced man pushing his way through the crowd. 

The man paused in his pushing and looked at him in dismay. “Where have you been, 
d? The holy Berditchever Rav is 

. Have you never heard 

“Then you know that hearing him is the experience of a lifetime. His holy words are 
like great tongues of roaring fire reaching out to the gates of Heaven. It is impossible to hear 
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him and not be inspired. Don’t you know that?” 

“Yes, I know,” said the young man. 

Despite his resolve to meet with the priest, he was overcome with a desire to hear the 
prayers of a holy Tzaddik one last time before he converted. The crowd was very dense, 
almost impenetrable, but he fought and clawed his way forward and came close enough to 
the entrance of the shul to hear the sweet passion of the Tzaddik’s voice. The words, although 
faint and distant, tugged at his heart and soul, and he yearned to hear them better. With a 
sudden surge of strength that he did not know he possessed, he forced his way through the 
crowd and plunged into the shul, exhausted but exhilarated. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok was standing at the amud, tightly wrapped in his tallis, trembling 
violently with fiery devotion, his hands outstretched toward the heavens. He was saying the 
final berocha that introduces the Krias Shema, the berocha that beseeches Hashem to give us the 
wisdom to understand the Torah and properly fulfill its commandments. 

“Master of the Universe, You have so many malochim (angels),” he interjected in 
Yiddish, proceeding to describe the many different kinds of malochim that inhabit the upper 
worlds. “They all serve You, and I, Levi Yitzchok ben Sara Sosha, want to serve You as well.” 

He paused for a moment, and his whole body quaked and shook with intense 
concentration. “Veho’eir eineinu besorasecha!” he thundered. “Enlighten our eyes with Your 
Torah!” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok’s words penetrated to the very depths of the young man’s heart, 
and the floodgates of his tears burst open. He wept and wept until he could weep no more, 
and right then and there, he abandoned his misguided notions of conversion and resolved to 
remain a faithful Jew. 

Right after Shacharis, as soon as he stepped away from the amud, Rav Levi Yitzchok 
came over to the astonished young man and took him by the hand. 

“Come sit by my side, young man,” he said in a gentle tone. “Stay next to me the entire 
day, and you will be fine.” 

From that day on, the young man lived an inspired life. He learned Torah and served 
Hashem diligently. Eventually, he became a great and famous Rav, and a renowned Tzaddik in 
his own right. He told his story to a few individuals, but it is generally retold without 
mention of his name in deference to the greatness that he achieved after his encounter with 
Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

n 

Dvar Torah 

When Hashem created the world, He designed three levels of existence – the upper 
world of serophim, which is populated by the myriad malochim; the intermediate world of 
galgalim, which encompasses all the heavenly bodies and constellations; and the lower world, 
the earthly domain that is inhabited by humankind. Three different aspects of the human 
relationship with Hashem, Rav Levi Yitzchok explains, correspond to these three levels of 
creation. 

First, the head corresponds to the world of the malochim, because the head brings us 
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closest to the Creator. The malochi
beings unencumbered by the distractions and confusions of a corporeal existence. Similarly, a 
person who focuses his head, his intelligence, on the Creator, can gain profound insights into 
the Divine plan and the ultimate truths of existence.

Second, the heart corresponds to the world of the heavenly bodies, as is written in 
Yetzira (4:2): “The heart and soul represent the constellations of the year.” Contemplation of 
the orbits of the constellation provides us with an inkling into the Divine wisdom that went 
into creation. 

Finally, the thighs and legs represent the lower world, in which people take the 
marvelous workings in stride because they are so accustomed to them. Similarly, some peo
embrace their faith out of habit; this is implied in the word 
habit. These individuals do not have an intelligent basis for their faith. Rather, they accept it 
because they are accustomed to it. Such a faith is inhe
by exposure to heretical ideas. 

These concepts are implicit in the interaction between Yaakov and the 
struggled through the night. Their struggle was, of course, spiritual in nature, and in the end, 
the malach “saw that he could not overcome him, and he struck him on the thigh.” The 
thereupon asked him for his name, and then he said, “Your name shall no longer be Yaakov 
but rather Yisrael, for you have struggled with heavenly beings and people, and 
prevailed.” 

The name Yaakov alludes to 
the leg. It implies a relationship with 
long struggle with the malach revealed that he ha
intelligence and spirit, that his head had become dominant in his relationship with 
Therefore, the malach changed his name to Yisrael, whose letters rearranged spell 
have a head. 

The malach “struck him on the thigh”, as if to point out the vulnerability of faith 
based on habit. But in the end, the 
strove to serve Hashem through his intellect, he achieved enlightenment, as if the sun had 
risen and illuminated his world. His name was thus changed to Yisrael, and in a state of 
enlightenment and illumination, his faith became stable and secure.

nnn

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 16th of Kislev ~ Begins Friday Nigh

� Rav Yaakov of Lublin, father of Rav Hirschel of Cracow, (5405/1644);

� Rav Shaul Yedidya Elozor Taub

Osherov in1886. He assumed the leadership of Modzhitz upon the passing of his father Rav 

Yisrael, the Divrei Yisrael, in 1920. From 1940 until 1947 the 
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malochim are close to the Creator, because they are entirely spiritual 
distractions and confusions of a corporeal existence. Similarly, a 

person who focuses his head, his intelligence, on the Creator, can gain profound insights into 
Divine plan and the ultimate truths of existence. 

Second, the heart corresponds to the world of the heavenly bodies, as is written in 
(4:2): “The heart and soul represent the constellations of the year.” Contemplation of 

stellation provides us with an inkling into the Divine wisdom that went 

Finally, the thighs and legs represent the lower world, in which people take the 
marvelous workings in stride because they are so accustomed to them. Similarly, some peo
embrace their faith out of habit; this is implied in the word regel, leg, which alludes to 
habit. These individuals do not have an intelligent basis for their faith. Rather, they accept it 
because they are accustomed to it. Such a faith is inherently unstable and can be undermined 

These concepts are implicit in the interaction between Yaakov and the 
struggled through the night. Their struggle was, of course, spiritual in nature, and in the end, 

“saw that he could not overcome him, and he struck him on the thigh.” The 
thereupon asked him for his name, and then he said, “Your name shall no longer be Yaakov 
but rather Yisrael, for you have struggled with heavenly beings and people, and 

The name Yaakov alludes to eikev, the heel, which is at the lower extremity of the 
the leg. It implies a relationship with Hashem that is habitual and therefore unstable. But the 

revealed that he had risen to the level of being guided by his 
intelligence and spirit, that his head had become dominant in his relationship with 

changed his name to Yisrael, whose letters rearranged spell 

ruck him on the thigh”, as if to point out the vulnerability of faith 
based on habit. But in the end, the Torah tells us, “the sun shone for him”. Because Yaakov 

through his intellect, he achieved enlightenment, as if the sun had 
en and illuminated his world. His name was thus changed to Yisrael, and in a state of 

enlightenment and illumination, his faith became stable and secure. 
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Nov 27
th
) 

of Lublin, father of Rav Hirschel of Cracow, (5405/1644); 

Rav Shaul Yedidya Elozor Taub (the Imrei Shaul), the second Modzhitzer 

Osherov in1886. He assumed the leadership of Modzhitz upon the passing of his father Rav 

, in 1920. From 1940 until 1947 the Rebbe lived

are close to the Creator, because they are entirely spiritual 
distractions and confusions of a corporeal existence. Similarly, a 

person who focuses his head, his intelligence, on the Creator, can gain profound insights into 

Second, the heart corresponds to the world of the heavenly bodies, as is written in Sefer 
(4:2): “The heart and soul represent the constellations of the year.” Contemplation of 

stellation provides us with an inkling into the Divine wisdom that went 

Finally, the thighs and legs represent the lower world, in which people take the 
marvelous workings in stride because they are so accustomed to them. Similarly, some people 

, leg, which alludes to hergel, 
habit. These individuals do not have an intelligent basis for their faith. Rather, they accept it 

rently unstable and can be undermined 

These concepts are implicit in the interaction between Yaakov and the malach as they 
struggled through the night. Their struggle was, of course, spiritual in nature, and in the end, 

“saw that he could not overcome him, and he struck him on the thigh.” The malach 
thereupon asked him for his name, and then he said, “Your name shall no longer be Yaakov 
but rather Yisrael, for you have struggled with heavenly beings and people, and you have 

, the heel, which is at the lower extremity of the regel, 
that is habitual and therefore unstable. But the 

d risen to the level of being guided by his 
intelligence and spirit, that his head had become dominant in his relationship with Hashem. 

changed his name to Yisrael, whose letters rearranged spell li rosh, I 

ruck him on the thigh”, as if to point out the vulnerability of faith 
tells us, “the sun shone for him”. Because Yaakov 

through his intellect, he achieved enlightenment, as if the sun had 
en and illuminated his world. His name was thus changed to Yisrael, and in a state of 

Z 

ISHLACH 

www.anshe.org 

), the second Modzhitzer Rebbe. Born in 

Osherov in1886. He assumed the leadership of Modzhitz upon the passing of his father Rav 

lived in Brooklyn, New 
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York. Rav Shaul was probably the most prolific Chassidic composer of all time, with the total 

output numbering close to a thousand compositions, (5708/1947); 

� Rav Dovid Leib Schwartz of Bnei Brak, “Der Heiliger Tzaddik”, (5760/1999); 

� Rav Menachem Kalish of Amshinov (1860–1917). Succeeded his father, Rav Yaakov Dovid 

Kalish in 1878, at the young age of eighteen. One of Rav Menachem's sons, Rav Yosef, became 

Rebbe in Amshinov, while his second son, Rav Shimon Sholom, became a Rebbe in Otvotsk. 

When Rav Yosef passed away in 1935, his son, Rav Yaakov Dovid (1906–1942), was 

immediately appointed as his successor. His uncle, Rav Shimon Sholom, had fled to Shanghai, 

where he helped the Mir Yeshiva in its escape and, after the war, he went to America. Upon his 

passing in 1954, he was succeeded by his son, Rav Yerachmiel Yehuda Meir, who set up court 

in the Yerushalayim neighborhood of Bayit Vegan. Rav Yerachmiel Yehuda Meir's grandson, 

Rav Yaakov Aryeh Milikowski, succeeded him in 1976. Rav Yitzchok Kalish, the son of Rav 

Yosef, became the Rebbe of Amshinover Chassidim in America. Of Amshinov itself, nothing 

remained, (5678/1917). 

+ 17th of Kislev ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Nov 28
th

) 

� Rav Yosef Yoizel Horowitz, the Alter of Novardok (1849[1858]–1919). Born in the Lithuanian 

town of Plongian to Rav Shlomo Zalman, Rav and Dayan of the town, Rav Yosef Yoizel joined 

Kovno's Kollel Perushim where he studied under Rav Itzele Blazer, Rav Naftoli Amsterdam 

and Rav Avrohom Shenker, spending at least eighteen hours a day –most of the time standing–

studying. He also spent two lengthy periods learning in solitude: first, he secluded himself in a 

small room for a year and a half after tragically losing his first wife during childbirth; later, 

learning in a room in a forest for twelve years, leaving only to visit his family for Shabbosos. In 

1894, Rav Yosef Yoizel began to visit the Alter of Kelm, Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv. Later, he 

established a large Yeshiva in Novardok and was responsible for creating a whole network of 

Yeshivos. During the First World War, in 1914, he moved the Yeshiva – with its bochurim – to 

Hommel in the Ukraine, as the Germans advanced on Novardok. In 1918, he moved it to Kiev, 

(5680/1919); 

� Rav Chai Taib of Tunisia, author of HaLev Hitin, (5596/1835); 

� Rav Shlomo Heiman, Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Elyon, Torah Vodaas (1893–1944). Born 

in Parenz, near Minsk, Reb Shlomo entered the Yeshiva in Halusk at the age of twelve, where 

he learned under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He remained there until 1917, when he married 

Chaya Feiga Rudensky of Volozhin. That year, he was appointed by Rav Boruch Ber to serve as 

Rosh Yeshiva in Knesses Bais Yitzchok. When anti-Semitic harassment forced him to leave the 

area, the Chofetz Chaim asked Rav Shlomo to teach in his Yeshiva. When World War I ended, 

Rav Elchonon Wasserman asked Rav Shlomo to be a Rosh Yeshiva in Baranovitch. In 1927 Rav 

Chaim Ozer Grodzenski invited Rav Shlomo to be Rosh Yeshiva of the Ramailles Yeshiva in 

Vilna, a position he held for almost eight years. In 1935, with Rav Chaim Ozer's approval, Rav 

Shlomo accepted an invitation to head Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. Thus he was spared, through 

hashgocha protis, the horrors of World War II. Since he arrived in America a few years before 

the onset of the Holocaust, he was able to aid in the rescue of Bnei Torah and Rabbonim, 

(5705/1944); 

� Rav Avrohom Yochonon Blumenthal (1877–1966). Born to his parents one year after they 

immigrated to Eretz Yisrael from Hungary, he married in 1895, and –despite the petiros of three 

of his children and his wife's hearing loss–he began an orphanage for the destitute of 

Yerushalayim during World War I. Bais Tzion Blumenthal has been continued by his grandson, 



5 � Vayishlach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Rav Eliezer Rakovsky (d. 1996) and his great-grandson, Rav Boruch Rakovsky, (5727/1966). 

+ 18th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night (Nov 29
th

) 

� RavAvrohom ben HaRambam, the only son of the Rambam, born to him by his second wife. 

Born in Fostat, Egypt (1186–1238). Author of HaMaspik L'avdei Hashem, (4999/1238); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib Darshan of Posen, (5497/1736); 

� Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh (1756 [or 1753] –1811), son of Rav Yechiel Ashkenazi and Adel, 

the only daughter of the Ba’al Shem Tov. Educated by Rav Pinchas of Koritz and the Maggid of 

Mezritch, he began serving as Rebbe in Tulchin. After the passing of his older brother, the 

Degel Machane Ephraim in 1798, Rav Boruch settled in Mezhibuzh, (5572/1811); 

� Rav Yekusiel Shmelke of Sassov, (5618/1857); 

� Rav Yosef Yitzchok of Ovritch, son of the Tzemach Tzedek of Lubavitch, and father of 

Rebbetzin Shterna Sara who was the wife of the Rebbe RaShaB, (5638/1877); 

� Rav Mordechai Alishberg of Boisk, (5650/1889); 

� Rav Chaim Tzvi Ehrenreich, author of ShU”T Kav Chaim (1875–1936). Born in Savrantz, his 

grandfather was Rav Avrohom Yehuda Schwartz, the Kol Aryeh. His primary teacher was his 

brother, Rav Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, Rav of Shamlau and author of Lechem Shlomo. Rav 

Chaim Tzvi became Rav of the Mahd community when he was fifty-seven, succeeding his 

father-in-law. He was also Av Bais Din of Mahd for over thirty years. In 1923, he published 

Ketzei HaMateh on the Mateh Ephraim (by Rav Ephraim Zalman Margulies of Brodt) on the 

halochos of Chodesh Elul and Chodesh Tishrei. In 1932, he published Shaarei Chaim on 

Shaarei Ephraim, dealing with halochos of Krias HaTorah. His magnus opus, Kav Chaim, 

comprised 102 (gematria of Kav) teshuvos in practical halocha, (5697/1936); 

� Rav Eliezer Zev Rosenbaum of Rakov, (5759/1998); 

� Rav Tzvi Menachem Teller, Rosh Yeshiva at the Bais Medrash L’Torah (Skokie Yeshiva) 

(1951–2007). His parents were Gerrer Chassidim from distinguished lineage, descended from 

Rav Yitzchok of Vorki. Upon advice of the Gerrer Rebbe, the Bais Yisrael, young Tzvi Teller 

went to a Lithuanian-style Yeshiva. He learned at the Ponovezh Yeshiva for seven years as a 

talmid of Rav Dovid Povarsky and Rav Shmuel Rozovsky. After marrying, the couple moved to 

Seattle where Rav Tzvi became a principal for three years. In 1975, they then moved to Skokie, 

(5768/2007). 

+ 19th of Kislev ~ Begins Monday Night (Nov 30
th

) 

� Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch (1704–1772). Born in Lukatch to Reb Avrohom, he was 

descended from Rav Hai Gaon and Rav Yochonon HaSandlar, a descendant of Dovid 

HaMelech. Rav Dov Ber learned with the Pnei Yehoshua in Lemberg early in his life. In 1752, 

he became the Ba’al Shem Tov’s closest disciple. Among his students were the Rebbe Reb 

Shmuel Shmelke HaLevi Horowitz and his brother, Rav Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz, the Baal 

Haflo’a, the Rebbe Reb Zushia and his brother, Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk, Rav Levi Yitzchok 

of Berditchev, Rav Nachum of Chernobyl, Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi. His son was Rav 

Avrohom HaMalach (1740–1776). The classic anthologies of his teachings are Likutei Amarim, 

Torah Ohr, and Ohr Ho’Emes, (5533/1772); 

� Rav Moshe Tzvi Neriyeh, Bais Medrash Lamed Daas, (5756/1995); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Tolna, (5676/1915); 

� Rav Shaul Mekiketz Shelai, born in Djerba, one of the two main cities in Tunisia, son of Rav 

Matuk Sali, and grandson of Emmanuel Shelai. At an early age, he leaned under Rav Dovid 
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HaKohen, and at the age of twenty, he began to teach in the Yeshiva of Rav Yosef Bereibi, the 

Ben Porat Yosef. With the latter’s passing, Rav Shaul became the Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Shaul 

edited and annotated many seforim by previous Gedolim of Djerba, including Kisei Rachamim 

by Rav Rachamim Mazuz and Ben Porat Yosef by Rav Yosef Bereibi. Later in life, he and his 

wife moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled in Shlomi, near Nahariya. In Eretz Yisrael, he wrote 

Midrasho Shel Shlomo in 1948 and Karmi Sheli (on Kiddushin) and Medrash Avos (on Avos) in 

1963, as well as other writings. His final work, Bayit Va’Shem, was published posthumously in 

1975. Appended to it is Va’Yatek Mi’Shom, offering guidelines and insights on raising children, 

(5730/1969). 

+ 20th of Kislev ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Dec 1
st
) 

� Rav Boruch Hager of Seret-Vizhnitz, the Imrei Boruch. The son of Rav Menachem Mendel 

Hager, Rav Boruch was Rebbe for only eight years, and was niftar at a young age. His son, Rav 

Yisrael Hager (the Ahavas Yisrael), was born when Rav Boruch was only fifteen years old. (2nd 

of Kislev according to Yated 2005), (5653/1892); 

� Rav Yitzchok Hutner, Rosh Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, author of Pachad Yitzchok 

(1907–1981). His uncle, Rav Benzion Ostrover, had been a talmid of Rav Mendel of Kotzk, and 

was instrumental in providing his young nephew with a direct link to the world of Chassidus. 

At the age of fifteen, he went to Slobodka and was directed by the Alter, Rav Nosson Tzvi 

Finkel. In 1925, he entered the new Slabodka branch in Chevron, where he also met and 

learned from Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Kook. He remained until 1929, after which he returned to 

his parents in Warsaw. He became a personal tutor for Rav Moshe Solevetchik’s son, Aharon. In 

1932, he published his Toras HaNozir, a commentary on the Rambam’s Hilchos Nozir. In 1933, 

he married Masha Lipshitz and moved to Eretz Yisrael. Despite his great attachment to the 

Land, they left for America one year later, not to return for thirty years. He built Yeshiva Chaim 

Berlin to his specifications with his famous blend of Torah philosophies. Among his talmidim 

are Rav Yitzchok Shurin, grandson of Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky. Among his colleagues at 

Slobodka were RavYitzchok HaLevi Ruderman, Rav Reuven Grozovsky, Rav Yaakov 

Kamenetsky, and Rav Aharon Kotler. In 1949 he began publishing his discourses on morals and 

ethics which he subtitled Divrei Torah B’inyonei Hilchos Dei’os V’Chovos HaLevovos. As a 

young man he wrote Toras HaNozir on the Rambam’s Hilchos Nezirus. He wrote a profound 

commentary (Kovetz He’oros) on Rabbeinu Hillel on the Safra. His discourses on Yomim Tovim 

and Shabbos (Pachad Yitzchok) are collected in seven volumes, (5742/1981); 

� Rav Yochonon Twersky, the Rachmastrivka Rebbe. He was also the cousin of the Belzer 

Rebbe. He was shot by the Nazis during Friday night prayers. His daughter, Malka, married the 

first Boyaner Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Friedman, the Pachad Yitzchok, (5742/1981); 

� Rav Meshulom Feivish HaLevi of Zbarazh, author of Yosher Divrei Emes, a basic work on 

Chassidic thought. He studied under Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov and Rav Dov Ber of 

Mezritch. His teachings appear in Likutim Yekarim. His disciples included Rav Menachem 

Mendel of Kosov, (5555/1794); 

� Rav Feivish of Kremenitz, the Mishnas Chachomim, (5535/1774); 

� Rav Hirsch Paley (1911–2005). Born in Shklov, Lithuania, to Rav Avrohom Noach Paley, a 

close talmid of Rav Boruch Ber Leibovitz. The family immigrated to Eretz Yisrael when Rav 

Hirsch was fourteen. His father became the Mashgiach in Yeshiva Chevron. Rav Hirsch would 

travel with his lifelong friend, Rav Sholom Schwadron, to hear Rav Elya Lopian in 

Yerushalayim, whom he considered his Rebbe Muvhok and and Moreh Derech. Rav Hirsch was 
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the last surviving member of the Chevron community following the 1929 riots. In 1965, he 

married Menucha, the daughter of Rav Shlomo Zalman Pines. She had been one of the first 

talmidos of Sara Schenirer and served as a mechaneches in Bais Yaakov schools for over six 

decades, both in Tel Aviv and in Yerushalayim. They moved to Tel Aviv, where Rav Hirsch 

studied in Kollel Heichal HaTalmud, founded by his father. He later became Mashgiach at 

Chevron Yeshiva, (5756/2005). 

+ 21st of Kislev ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Dec 2
nd

) 

� Shimon ben Yaakov Ovinu (1566–1446 B.C.E.) [24th of Kislev according to Yated 2007]; 

� Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, Rav of Yerushalayim (1873–1961). Born in Lithuania, he was a 

student of Rav Eliezer Gordon and Rav Shmuel Salant. His main work is a set of responsa 

known as Har Tzvi. He also authored Mikro’ei Kodesh. He was the father-in-law of Rav 

Menachem Ben-Tzion Sacks, the Menachem Tzion, (5722/1961); 

� Rav Yaakov Meir Padwa of Brisk, author of Mekor Mayim Chaim, a commentary on Shulchon 

Aruch, (5617/1856); 

� Rav Yochonon Perlow, the seventh Rebbe (sixth, according to Yated 2006) of the Stolin-Karlin 

dynasty (1900–1956). Born in Stolin, a suburb of Pinsk, White Russia, to Rav Yisrael, the 

“Yanuka” of Stolin. After his father was niftar in 1921, his six sons split the succession: Rav 

Moshe became Rebbe in Stolin; Rav Avrohom Elimelech took over in Karlin; Rav Yaakov 

moved to the U.S. in 1923 to lead the Karlin community that already had four shuls in New 

York and one shtiebel in Detroit. He became known as the Detroiter Rebbe. Rav Yochonon 

moved to Poland where he became a Rebbe in Lutsk, capital of the Volhynia district. Among 

the 41,000 people in Lutsk were eighteen thousand Jews. After the Nazis entered Lutsk on June 

25, 1941, they herded the Jews into a ghetto in December, and the following August, they 

dragged 17,500 of them outside the town and murderously gunned them down. The last 

survivors, Jewish workers in the local labor camp, mounted a heroic but hopeless revolt on 

December 11, after learning that they, too, were about to be liquidated. Only about 150 Lutsk 

Jews survived the war. Rav Yochonon, his wife, and two daughters fled into the surrounding 

forests and made their way deep into Russia with groups of partisans. After being deported to 

Siberia and personally burying his wife and elder daughter there on the same day, Rav 

Yochonon somehow survived the war. He lost almost his entire family; only one daughter, 

Faige, survived. He moved to Haifa in 1946, then to America two years later. While in New 

York, he founded the Karlin-Stolin Torah Institutions and published the new Siddur Bais 

Aharon v'Yisrael, comprising Karlin-Stolin minhogim. Rav Yochonon's grandson, Rav Boruch 

Yaakov Meir Shochet, became the next Stolin-Karlin Rebbe. He composed the poem "Kah 

Echsof Noam Shabbos" that is printed in most editions of Shabbos Zemiros, (5717/1956). 

+ 22nd of Kislev ~ Begins Thursday Night (Dec 3
rd

) 

� Rav Eliezer (or Elozor) Ashkenazi, author of Ma’asei Hashem (1512–1585). Born in Turkey, 

he studied with Rav Yosef Taitatzak (1465–1546) in Salonica. He served as a Rav in Egypt 

from 1538 to 1561. For unknown reasons, he was compelled to leave, served in Famagusta, 

Cyprus, then in Venice, Italy. Due to a disagreement with Rav Shmuel Yehuda 

Katzenellenbogen, he moved to Prague, where he helped develop the chevra kadisha, on which 

others are based. After a year, he moved back to Italy and lived in Cremona. In 1578, he moved 

to Posen, Poland, and took his final post. He retired to Cracow, where he lived out his last few 

years, (5346/1585); 
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� Rav Meshulem Mirels, father-in-law of the Chacham Tzvi, (5447/1686); 

� Rav Pinchas of Ostroha, (5566/1805); 

� Rav Yechezkel Panet, Av Bais Din of De'esh (Dezh), Chief Rav of Transylvania and author of 

Mar’eh Yechezkel and Kenesses Yechezkel, (5544–5606/1783–1845) (1929, according to 

Hamodia 2006); 

� Rav Yoel Ashkenazi of Zlotchov, brother-in-law of Rav Yosef Yoel Deutsch of Kretchinef, 

Hungary, author of Yad Yosef (1859), (5667/1906); 

� Rav Chaim Kesar (Chassar), Rav in the Yemenite community in Eretz Yisrael, (5758/1997); 

� Rav Sholom Mordechai Schwadron, Yerushalmi Maggid (1913–1997), brother-in-law of Rav 

Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. He was named for his grandfather, the Maharsham, the leading 

posek in Galicia before World War I. He lost his father at the age of seven, and for a time lived 

in an orphanage. After his bar mitzva he studied in the Lomza Yeshiva in Petach Tikva, and later 

in the Chevron Yeshiva in Yerushalayim under Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman. After his marriage, 

he continued his studies in Kollel Ohel Torah. The kollel's members included Rav Yosef 

Sholom Elyashiv and Rav Shmuel Wosner. In addition to his renown as a Maggid, he published 

approximately twenty-five of his grandfather's works, as well as Lev Eliyohu (of Rav Elya 

Lopian), and the writings of Rav Chasman, Ohr Yohel, (5758/1997); 

� Rav Yosef Chaim Klein. Born in New York, he learned at Torah VoDa’as. His Rebbe Muvhok 

was Rav Shlomo Heiman. He subsequently learned under Rav Reuven Grozovsky at Bais 

Medrash Elyon in Monsey. His last forty years were spent as menahel of the Mesivta of the 

Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn, (5683–5765/1922–2004). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Boruch of MezhibuzhRav Boruch of MezhibuzhRav Boruch of MezhibuzhRav Boruch of Mezhibuzh, , , , 18181818
thththth
    of Kislevof Kislevof Kislevof Kislev    

The Stolen Spoon: The Tale of a True 
Penitent 

Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh was well 
known as an outspoken critic of Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev. One Friday night, 
during the Rebbe’s tisch, when his 
Chassidim were gathered around his table, 
Rav Boruch declared, “If anyone here will 
speak evil of the Berditchever Rav, I 
promise that he will be rewarded with a 
portion in the World to Come.” 

Immediately a young man stepped 
forward, prepared to offer Rav Boruch an 
evil report about the Berditchever. Here 
was the perfect opportunity to acquire his 
portion in just one moment! Eager to 
secure his claim, the Chassid did not even 

stop to think for a second that perhaps Rav 
Boruch might have ulterior motives behind 
his request. The elder Chassidim standing 
near him were horrified and dissuaded him 
from coming forward. “Heaven forbid that 
you should do such a thing!” they said. 

The next day, during the Shabbos 
day meal, Rav Boruch repeated his offer. 
“My proposal stands. Whoever can bring 
me an evil word about the Berditchever is 
guaranteed a portion in the next world!” he 
announced. Just like the previous night, 
silence prevailed. None dared open his 
mouth to utter a word against Rav Levi 
Yitzchok — none, that is, except for the 
same young man, who, without any 
compunctions, seemed intent on speaking 
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ill of the Berditchever and claim his 
reward. The opportunity had presented 
itself — how could he hold back what he 
knew about Rav Levi Yitzchok? Why, it was 
a veritable sin to hold out on his Rebbe, 
was it not? 

Again, his fellow Chassidim 
appealed to his common sense and 
convinced him to stay silent. He agreed, 
certain that he would be given one more 
opportunity to finally do what he wanted, 
later during sholosh seudos, the third meal 
of Shabbos. 

The time indeed came. Rav Boruch 
repeated his request, and this time the 
young Chassid paid no attention to his 
friends imploring him to refrain from 
speaking out. He ran forward, eager to 
unburden himself. Seeing the young man 
pushing his way through the crowd, Rav 
Boruch beckoned to him. “Come close, son, 
and tell me all that you know about the 
Berditchever!” 

The young man told his tale. “I once 
traveled to Berditchev on business during 
the trade fair, and I decided that this would 
be a good opportunity to visit the Bais 
Medrash where the Berditchever davens 
and observe him in prayer. I had been told 
that it is a spectacle to behold his 
devotions, which are so wonderful that they 
can only be described as supernatural. I felt 
that it would be of great benefit to me to 
observe such pure and holy worship. So I 
set aside some time during my working 
hours to visit the Bais Medrash. 

“As I neared the entrance to the 
study hall, I heard the sound of the 
Berditchever’s ecstatic prayers. I did not 
dare venture inside. I could not enter. I just 
stood rooted to the spot in wonder and 
awe. Then the Berditchever reached the 
passage: “Yotzer meshorsim va’asher 
meshorsov kulom omdim b’rum olom — 
He fashions the ministering malochim, His 
servants who stand at the heights of the 
universe” (found in the morning berochos 

preceding the Shema). Suddenly he jumped 
up and ran toward me, and he yelled in a fit 
of hot anger, ‘Vus vet der malach Michoel 
zogen?! Vus vet der malach Gavriel 
zogen?! What will the malach Michoel say? 
What will the malach Gavriel say?’ He 
raised his hand and slapped me soundly on 
the cheek! Then he ran back to his place 
and resumed his tefillos. 

“Now I ask you,” said the indignant 
young man, “how was the Berditchever 
allowed to speak in the middle of the 
berochos? And to strike a fellow Jew in 
anger? What did those strange words about 
the malochim mean? And why did he do all 
this in the midst of his tefillos? The whole 
thing sounds crazy!” 

Rav Boruch listened patiently to the 
young man’s story till the very end. When 
the Chassid finished, Rav Boruch 
addressed everyone present. 

“You should know that Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev is an advocate on 
behalf of all of Klal Yisrael before the 
heavenly court. He speaks out in defense of 
all Jews and searches for merits to defend 
them and quell the forces of judgment 
against them. He even searches for merits 
to defend them when they have sinned, 
Heaven forbid! At the time when this 
young Chassid came to the Berditchever’s 
Bais Medrash, they were davening the 
Yotzer blessing that precedes Shema. At 
that time in the morning, when Jews all 
over the world reach the verse that speaks 
of the ministering malochim, who, as 
servants, stand at the heights of the 
universe, that is the very moment when the 
archangels such as Michoel and Gavriel 
and all their hosts gather together to 
defend Klal Yisrael and seek their merits, 
as it says, ‘If there will be even one 
defending malach out of a thousand to 
declare a man’s uprightness on his behalf’ 
(Iyov 33:23). They try their best to seek out 
a defense for each Jewish soul, to protect it 
from the rod of judgment hovering over 
him and to send down an abundance of 
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blessings upon him to cleanse him of the 
stains of guilt and iniquity. 

“When the Berditchever Rav reaches 
that point in his prayers, he enters the fray 
and joins the supernal ministering 
malochim, seeking to find merits for 
Jewish souls. While you were standing 
there and observed that he had reached 
this point in the davening, proclaiming 
that the ministering malochim stand at the 
height of the universe, his soul ascended on 
High. He was spiritually elevated to the 
highest heights to seek out merits and 
advocate on behalf of Klal Yisrael. Then he 
saw you standing there before him, 
besmirched with the sin that you had 
committed that very day at the inn — when 
you stole that silver spoon during the meal 
— and he was enraged, because he could 
find no merit on your behalf to bolster his 
argument in your defense before the 
heavenly court. 

“You see, sometimes a thief steals in 
desperation, out of poverty and hunger. 
Then Rav Levi Yitzchok can argue that the 
thief did not steal in order to purposefully 
transgress the commandment prohibiting 
theft, nor did he steal because he yearns for 
luxuries or because he desires that which is 
not his own. He only stole to satiate the 

pangs of hunger that assail his wretched 
existence and to quiet the rumblings of his 
empty stomach. He steals knowing that he 
might get caught, but what can he do? 
What other choice does he have?” 

Rav Boruch’s temper rose, and his 
anger reached its boiling point as he turned 
to the trembling young man who stood 
dumbstruck, like a thief caught in the act. 
Rav Boruch pointed an accusing finger and 
thundered, “But you are a prosperous and 
wealthy merchant who lacks nothing! Why 
did you yield to the temptation of the evil 
inclination? Why did you steal that silver 
spoon? The Tzaddik of Berditchev could 
find no defense on your behalf, and that is 
why he shouted at you, ‘What will the 
malach Michoel say? What will the malach 
Gavriel say?’ What will they say to defend 
you against the crime you committed?” 

The young man began to cry and 
begged forgiveness for his repugnant 
conduct. But Rav Boruch could not comply. 
“Only by approaching the Tzaddik of 
Berditchev can you repent and receive 
atonement for your crime. Ask him to 
prescribe for you a path for teshuva and 
that he should forgive you!” 

The young man did so and became a 
true ba’al teshuva. 

� � � � � � � 

Rav Rav Rav Rav DDDDoooovvvv    BBBBeeeerrrr,,,,    11119999
thththth
    ofofofof    KKKKislevislevislevislev    

The Maggid of Mezritch 

One day a visitor arrived at the 
home of Rav DovBer, the famed Maggid of 
Mezeritch. The visitor was an old friend of 
Rav Dov Ber’s, who had studied with him 
back in their youth. With great interest he 
observed the behavior of his former study 
partner, who had since become a follower 
of the Ba’al Shem Tov and had assumed the 
leadership of the Chassidic community 
upon the latter's passing. 

The visitor was particularly struck 
by the amount of time that the Maggid 

devoted to prayer. He himself was no 
stranger to reflective prayer: when he and 
Rav DovBer had studied together, they had 
mastered the mystical teachings of the 
mekubolim and they would pray with the 
prescribed medications, or kavonos, 
outlined in the writings of kabbola. But 
never in his experience had prayer 
warranted such long hours. 

"I don't understand," he said to Rav 
DovBer, "I, too, pray with all the kavonos 
of the Holy Ari. But still, my prayers do not 
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take nearly as much time as yours do." 

Rav Dov Ber’s visitor was a 
dedicated scholar. His wife ran the family 
business so that he could devote all his 
time to Torah study. Only once a year was 
he forced to break from his studies for a 
few weeks: his wife would give him a list of 
the merchandise she needed, and he would 
travel to the fair in Leipzig to wheel and 
deal. 

"Listen," said Rav DovBer to his 
visitor, "I have an idea for you. Why must 
you waste precious weeks of study every 
year? This year, sit at home. Envision the 
journey to Leipzig in your mind's eye: 
picture every station along the way, every 
crossroads, every wayside inn. Then, 
imagine that you are at the fair, making 
your rounds at the booths. Call to mind the 
merchants that you deal with, reinvent the 
usual haggling and bargaining that follows. 
Now, load your new purchases upon your 
imaginary cart and make the return 
journey. The entire operation should not 
take more than a couple of hours –and then 
you can return to your beloved books!" 

"That is all fine and well," replied 
Rav Dov Ber’s friend, "however, there 
remains one slight problem: I need the 
merchandise!" 

"The same is true with tefilla and its 
kavonos," said Rav DovBer. "To envision 
this or that sublime attribute of Hashem in 
its prescribed section of the prayers, or to 
refer to a certain nuance of emotion in your 
heart at a particular passage, is all fine and 
well. But you see, I need the 
merchandise..." 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/113629/jewish/Wheres-

the-Beef.htm 

� � � 

Beggars at the Wedding 

The poverty of Rav DovBer, the 
Maggid of Mezritch, was legendary. Meals, 
when they were served, were a crust of 
bread; the “furniture” in his hovel was an 

assortment of wooden planks and stumps. 
Once he was asked by his talmidim: 
“Rebbe, why is it that you must endure 
such abject conditions, while others, much 
less deserving than yourself, enjoy the 
blessings of Hashem’s world?" Rav DovBer 
replied with a story: 

A wealthy man once married off his 
daughter. The father of the bride was a 
most generous and charitable man, and 
desired to share his joy with the less 
fortunate. So he put up notices in all the 
shuls and poorhouses in the vicinity, 
inviting every beggar and vagabond to 
partake of the wedding feast. 

The day of the wedding arrived. 
Hundreds of beggars took their places 
around tables laden with the best and the 
tastiest food money could buy. But then 
tragedy struck. The bride suddenly fell ill. 
The greatest doctors were rushed to her 
side, but to no avail. The bride was niftar, 
and the wedding was transformed into 
mourning. 

The beggars were divided into two 
camps. One group said: “The food is on the 
table. Who knows when, if ever, another 
such opportunity to fill our stomachs will 
present itself? Surely, our host would not 
want all this delicious food to be wasted. If 
we remain hungry, would this alleviate his 
grief?” 

The second group of beggars, 
however, would not touch the food that lay 
before them. “How can we eat and drink,” 
they cried, “when the one who provided all 
this mourns? How can we enjoy a feast 
whose purpose and cause has been 
transformed into calamity?” 

“The world is a wedding feast,” 
concluded Rav DovBer, “created for the 
sake of Hashem’s union with His bride, 
Yisrael. But then the wedding was 
disrupted, the nuptial home – the Holy 
Temple – destroyed. Yes, the feast is there 
for the taking, but its soul is devastated, its 
provider in mourning. 
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“There are those who have no 
difficulty enjoying what they can of the 
feast. I, however, belong to the second 
group of beggars. I cannot bring myself to 
partake of the leavings of this aborted 
wedding . . .” 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/53104/jewish/Beggars-at-a-

Wedding.htm  

� � � 

The Passing of the Maggid 

The meeting in Rovno was stormy 
and eventful. The disciples of Rav DovBer, 
the Maggid of Mezritch, the successor to 
the Ba’al Shem Tov, were greatly agitated. 
They felt strongly that the Misnagdim, 
those Jews opposed to the Chassidic 
movement, had overreached all bounds of 
legitimacy. 

The Maggid himself kept silent. 
Though filled with empathy for his 
followers, he thought that it was 
nevertheless better not to answer or react 
to the events. “Truth stands, falsehood does 
not stand”; thus, surely time itself would 
contribute to the vindication of the truth 
and authenticity of Chassidus. He 
counseled patience and forbearance. 
Already in the days of the Ba’al Shem Tov, 
he had joined with his master in a 
declaration “to forgive fully and absolutely, 
as Scripture (Tehillim 104:35) states, ‘Let 
sins be annihilated’, not the sinners.” 

He taught his followers “an 
important rule: When people shame you 
concerning your form of worship or other 
good things, do not answer them anything, 
lest you become involved in an argument 
and are led to pride, which will cause you to 
forget the blessed Creator. Our sages taught 
that man’s silence leads to humility.” 

In the midst of the proceedings, Rav 
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev received a 
report vividly describing the personal 
harassments and sufferings his family was 
compelled to endure. His colleagues 
decided that Rav Levi Yitzchok should read 

out this letter in the presence of the 
Maggid, but even as he did so, Rav DovBer 
remained silent. The disciples interpreted 
their master’s silence as an indication that 
the matter was up to their discretion, and 
thus decided to act on their own. 

They met secretly, and resolved that 
it was their legal duty to defend and guard 
the honor of their holy master and to 
combat the unjustified denunciations. It 
seemed there was but one thing they could 
do: to abide by the stipulation in Jewish 
law to meet an illegitimately 
proclaimed cherem (ban) with a counter-
ban. Their meeting concluded with a 
quorum of ten men rising to proclaim a 
counter-ban against the denunciators of 
Chassidus. 

When the Maggid heard of this 
action, he was dismayed and admonished 
his talmidim most severely. Upon their 
retort that they were no longer able to 
endure the persecutions and saw no 
alternative, Rav DovBer replied: 

“Know that by the action you have 
taken, you have forfeited your head. 
However, at the same time, you have 
gained that henceforth, whenever there will 
be a conflict between the Chassidim and 
their opponents, the Chassidim will 
prevail.” 

The Maggid’s talmidim had 
achieved a victory – but at a price. Within 
half a year they would lose their head, the 
crown of Chassidus, Rav DovBer, the great 
Maggid of Mezritch. 

Some two months later, the Maggid 
lay gravely ill. Many of his talmidim 
hurried to Annopol to be at their master’s 
bedside. On the last Shabbos of his life, the 
16th of Kislev, he explained the first pasuk 
of that day’s Torah reading (Bereishis 
32:4), “And Yaakov sent malochim”, to the 
talmidim standing around his bed: 
“Rashi interprets (that malochim means) 
‘angels mamash’ (real angels). That is, 
Yaakov sent the mamash (the concrete 
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reality) of the malochim, but the 
spirituality of the malochim remained with 
Yaakov.”  

The next day, Sunday, the 17th of 
Kislev, the Maggid said to his talmid, Rav 
Schneur Zalman, that in the last three days 
before one returns the “deposit” (i.e., the 
soul entrusted into man’s charge), one sees 
nothing other than the creative word 
of Hashem inherent in every physical 
thing; that is, one sees that the word of the 
Creator is the very essence and reality of 
matter. 

That night he instructed Rav 
Schneur Zalman in the procedure for the 
celebration to be conducted on the Shabbos 
eve preceding a bris mila, and the 
procedures for the ceremony the night 
preceding a bris mila, as well as for the day 
of the bris itself. He added: 
“Chazon Ovadya – the servant of Hashem 
sees. A son shall be born to you, and you 
shall call him by my name; and on the night 
preceding the bris, remember what I told 
you this night.”  

The following day, the Maggid told 
Rav Schneur Zalman privately, “Zalman, 
see to do whatever you can that my 
Avromenyu remain in my seat. If, Heaven 
forfend, he should refuse, then let it be 
Mendele the Litvak.”  

His son, Rav Avrohom, recalled 
other things the Maggid said that day in 
the presence of himself, Rav Yehudah Leib 
HaKohen and Rav Schneur Zalman: “My 
children, hold together, and then you will 
overcome everything; you will then 
progress even further and not regress, 
Heaven forfend.” 

Afterward, Rav Zusya also came, and 
the Maggid asked who had entered. Rav 
Zalman answered, “Rav Zusya came,” and 
the Maggid motioned with his finger that 
he should approach. He grasped him with 
his right hand and said to him, “You, 
Zusya, you are mine in this world, and over 

there you will also be next to me, just as the 
body and soul [are joined].” 

He then asked whether Rav Mendele 
of Vitebsk was present, to which Rav 
Schneur Zalman answered that he was not. 
He sighed deeply and asked whether Rav 
Yehuda Leib HaKohen was there, and Rav 
Zalman answered in the affirmative. The 
Maggid looked at him and said, “You, too, 
will be in my compartment, ‘for the lips of 
the Kohen (priest) are to keep da’as—
knowledge’ (Malachi 2:4), and I am of the 
realm of da’as.” 

Thereupon he called out, “Zalmina, 
Zalmina,” and said, “You will stand 
alone. However, I will see to drag you out 
of all your troubles, because for you I will 
truly long.” 

Then he said to his son, “And you, 
Avromenyu, you just keep silent and 
continue to conduct yourself as you have 
done until now. Listen to Zalminyu, and it 
will be well with you. Above all, do not 
afflict yourself, for a small defect in the 
body causes a large defect in the soul — and 
your soul is something altogether unique.” 

He then wished his talmidim a good 
night and went to sleep. 

On Tuesday, the third day in the 
week of the Torah section 
Vayeshev Yaakov, on the 19th day of Kislev 
5533 (1772), Rav Dov Ber, Maggid of 
Mezritch, Koretz and Rovno, successor to 
the Ba’al Shem Tov and leader of the 
Chassidic movement, returned his soul to 
his Maker, and his earthly remains were 
interred in Annopol. 

Shortly before his petira, the 
Maggid had said to Rav Schneur Zalman of 
Liadi, “Yud-Tes Kislev (the nineteenth of 
Kislev) is our Yom Tov (festival).” (The 
Maggid seems to have alluded to the future 
liberation of Rav Schneur Zalman on the 
19th of Kislev 5559 (1798), which 
symbolized the vindication of the Chassidic 
movement, and as such relates implicitly to 
the Maggid as well.) 
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For the righteous, the day they are 
able to restore their soul to Hashem in 
purity and sanctity is not a sad departure 
from one world, but a joyously anticipated 
homecoming to another. Like Rav Shimon 
bar Yochai, Rav Dov Ber regarded the day 

of his passing as a Yom Tov for himself, 
and wished that his talmidim and followers 
rejoice with him. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/335636/jewish/The-

Passing-of-the-Maggid.htm 

� � � � � � � 

Rav Rav Rav Rav YitzchokYitzchokYitzchokYitzchok    HutnerHutnerHutnerHutner,,,,    22220000
thththth
    KislevKislevKislevKislev    

Rav Hutner, the Shadchan 

Yaakov was the top bochur in his 
Yeshiva. He was known not only for his 
intellectual capabilities, but for his yiras 
Shomayim and refined middos as well. 
Therefore, it was quite a surprise to 
everybody that Yaakov was having 
problems with shidduchim. It wasn’t for 
lack of opportunities, since he had gone out 
on countless dates, but nothing ever 
seemed to materialize. Yaakov was already 
in his late twenties, and he was beginning 
to despair. A veil of sadness could be 
discerned over his normally happy 
disposition. 

Despite his personal problems, 
Yaakov continued to learn with hasmoda 
(diligence) and was mapkid on his 
sedorim. However, one day he made an 
exception to his normally tight schedule to 
attend the bris of his chavrusa’s son in the 
Bais Medrash of the Gaon, Rav Yitzchok 
Hutner. It was the first time since he had 
arrived at the Yeshiva that he didn’t go 
directly to the Yeshiva’s Bais Medrash after 
davening. 

After the bris, the attendants 
crowded around Rav Hutner to greet him 
and receive a berocha. Rav Hutner nodded 
to each person in greeting. When Rav 
Hutner spotted Yaakov, he stared at him 
with his piercing gaze and whispered to 
him that Yaakov should meet him in his 
private office as he wished to speak with 
him. Apparently, Rav Hutner was able to 
discern Yaakov’s unspoken distress. 

Yaakov stood by the door of Rav 
Hutner’s office, wondering what Rav 
Hutner could possibly wish to speak to him 

about. A few minutes passed and Rav 
Hutner appeared, and ushered Yaakov 
inside his office. The door closed, and 
Yaakov suddenly broke down. His 
emotions from years of internalizing his 
sorrow and loneliness were released. There 
was no need to explain – Rav Hutner 
understood everything. 

Rav Hutner spoke, “I have a segula, 
a mesora from our Rabbonim; answering 
Amen, Yehei Shemei Rabba with all one’s 
koach (strength). Answering Amen, Yehei 
Shemei Rabba is a tefilla for the 
magnification of kevod Shomayim, and 
through it, one fulfills the mitzva of kevod 
Hashem. It’s possible that once in your life 
you were mechallel the shem Shomayim 
and due to this, the gates of Shomayim 
have been closed to you. When you answer 
Amen, Yehei Shemei Rabba loudly and 
with kavona, you are mekadesh the shem 
Shomayim. This is a tested segula–if you 
persist in following it, you’ll soon merit to 
stand at the chuppa, and if you continue 
afterward, you will also merit a bris.” 

Yaakov thanked Rav Hutner, left the 
office and returned to Yeshiva. On the way, 
he thought to himself that the eitza of a 
Godol HaDor is not only a segula, but also 
a horo’a, and a horo’a one must fulfill 
forever. When Mincha arrived, Yaakov 
already began to say Amen, Yehei Shemei 
Rabba loudly and with kavona. A few short 
weeks later, Yaakov became a chosson and 
a year later, he was zocheh to a son. Rav 
Hutner was honored with sandokus. (Shiru 
LaMelech) 

www.revach.net/article.php?id=2317
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And Yaakov was very afraid (32:8)

Segulos against Fear 

The Segulos Yisrael cites the 
in Avodas HaKodesh: Kaf Achas Siman 
Yud, that whoever has fears should recite 
the pasuk Tehillim 20:10, Hashem
HaMelech Ya’aneinu VeYom Koreinu
three times and then recite 
Chapter 53 nine times. When 
the sixth pasuk where it says 
pochadu pachad he should strike the verse 
twice in the Tehillim, say Tehillim
read the entire Vi’hi Noam backward and 
forward and say Refo’einu
venerofei, hoshi’einu venivoshei’a ki 
sehiloseinu Atah. 


Refuah Sheleimah 

שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס
ציפורה בת גילה לרפואה שלימה

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה 
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d
 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vayishlach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

GGGGUUUULLLLOOOOSSSS    YYYYIIIISSSSRRRRAAAAEEEELLLL Z 

as very afraid (32:8). 

cites the Chida 
Kaf Achas Siman 

, that whoever has fears should recite 
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where it says shom 
he should strike the verse 

Tehillim 41:4, 
backward and 

Refo’einu Hashem 
inu venivoshei’a ki 

YisraelLeSeguloso
following segulos against fear:

Likkutei Moharan
helps against fear. One should also
meticulous regarding reciting 
over food, drinks and fragrances and to 
study Torah during a meal
also writes that the attribute of humility is 
a segula against fear, as well as the memory 
of Avrohom Ovinu. Another 
depict and imagine the Divine Name 
Elokim as well as candlelight. The 
Zohov on Eitz Chaim writes that a 
against fear is to carry bread and garlic in 
your left hand.


 

 לרפואה שלימה
     לרפואה שלימה

שלו�' ר
 מרת ליבא חיה בת ר

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 

 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on 

was a special man who welcomed all with a smile 

and a hug. Although he suffered terribly, he never 

uttered any complaints. May he be a Meilitz 

Yosher for his family and friends.

 
Elaine bas Gabriel SassoonElaine bas Gabriel SassoonElaine bas Gabriel SassoonElaine bas Gabriel Sassoon    

David ben Gabriel SassoonDavid ben Gabriel SassoonDavid ben Gabriel SassoonDavid ben Gabriel Sassoon    

Rivkah bas Gabriel SassoonRivkah bas Gabriel SassoonRivkah bas Gabriel SassoonRivkah bas Gabriel Sassoon    

Yeshua ben Gabriel SassoonYeshua ben Gabriel SassoonYeshua ben Gabriel SassoonYeshua ben Gabriel Sassoon    

Moshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel Sassoon

Sara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel Sassoon

Yaakob ben Gabriel SassoonYaakob ben Gabriel SassoonYaakob ben Gabriel SassoonYaakob ben Gabriel Sassoon
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In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

f the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר' ד . Reb Shimon 

welcomed all with a smile 

and a hug. Although he suffered terribly, he never 

uttered any complaints. May he be a Meilitz 

Yosher for his family and friends. 

Moshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel SassoonMoshe ben Gabriel Sassoon    

Sara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel SassoonSara bas Gabriel Sassoon    
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