
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 !Don’t give up -  תולדות פרשת

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

י־ִיְצָחק ַוַיְחְפרּו ר ַוִיְמְצאּו־ָשם ַבָנַחל ַעְבד ֵֽ ים ַמִים ְבא  '(יט' כו) ַחִיֵֽ  
Yitzchok’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of fresh water 

 

The story about the wells that Yitzchok Avinu dug is very interesting. Earlier the Possuk 
writes how all the wells that Avraham had previously dug were filled up by the Pelishtim and 
how Avimelech had chased Yitzchok away from them. So Yitzchok moved away to Nachal 
Geror and he dug new wells. Here too he was met with problems. The shepherds of Geror 
argued with Yitzchok’s shepherds and so Yitzchok had to move away and he went to dig yet 
another well. 

What can be learnt from this seemingly mundane story about digging wells? 

Harav Moshe Shternbuch brings from the Zohar that the hidden meaning to the story here 
is Emuna in Hashem. As Maminim, we know that whenever we are successful in life it is 
totally from Hashem and not because of our own work. When the servants of Avrohom first 
dug the wells they too didn’t credit themselves with their success. They understood that it 
was special Siyatte Dishmaye from Hashem in the Zechus of Avrohom.  

However the Goyim don’t see it that way at all. When Avrohom died, the servants of 
Avimelech came forward to claim ownership those wells; they didn’t see Hashem in the 
story at all. They believed that the success of the wells was the work of man and they 
wanted it for themselves. 

This has been the case for all of Jewish history, Rav Shternbuch continues. Often when the 
Yidden were successful and became rich, they would recognise that it came from Hashem 
and would be grateful to Him for that. The Goyim however, would ignore Hashem 
completely and would often try to steal the Yidden’s wealth from them, (wrongfully) 
claiming that they have rights to it. 

In short, this story of the wells is a lesson in Emuna. We ‘dig wells’ and Hashem decides our 
success.  

The Chofetz Chaim draws a different inspiration from this Parsha. How did Yitzchok react 
when his first efforts to dig the wells failed? He went to dig another well! And when that too 
failed? He tried again to dig another well! He simply did not give up. This is the message of 
this Parsha, explains the Chofetz Chaim. When someone starts to do something and it gets 
tough and his first efforts fail, whether it is a spiritual matter of a materialistic one, he 
should learn from Yitzchok - don’t give up!! 

In 1963, a young American Youngerman living in Eretz Yisroel started a Kiruv organization 
called Echad to reduce assimilation and intermarriage in America. It didn't work out. So he 
established a second organization. When he saw that this one wasn't working either, he 
disbanded it - only to start a third organization. Then a fourth, and a fifth. Within three years 
he founded five organizations! All of them failed. And yet he refused to give up. 

In 1966, he opened a Yeshivah in Eretz Yisroel for secular Americans. He named it 
Mevasseret Yerushalayim and even managed to get funding from the Israeli 
government. A year later he had seventy students - but then the government dropped 
the funding, and when the debts grew, the Yeshivah closed. He travelled to America, 
where he took a job for a year to pay off his debts whilst his family stayed behind. When 
he returned, he started another Yeshivah, this time in Bnei Brak. This one too had to 
close. Undeterred, he started a third Yeshivah, which also closed. Then he opened a 
fourth Yeshivah with a partner. The Yeshivah blossomed but the partnership didn't work 
out, and so he pulled out. 

     After five failed organizations and four unsuccessful Yeshivos, one could imagine that 
he finally raised his hands in surrender. He didn't. In 1974, he established a fifth 
Yeshivah, which he called Aish HaTorah. It started in an apartment in the Old City of 
Yerushalayim, and it has grown into a Kiruv empire with twenty-seven branches on six 
continents. The lives of thousands of Yidden have been changed forever because Harav 
Noach Weinberg had Emuna, did not give up and just kept on trying. 

 


