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The spontaneous warrior

      Parshas Pinchas is named after a hero 

who performed an act of decisive violence in the 

name of peace and brought to an end a terrible 

plague. Pinchas is a true zealot – someone who 

seems blinded by fanaticism but in reality stands 

up for truth and virtue. In return for his actions 

he was given a reward.   The Torah tells us  ס יְנח ָ֨ ִּֽ פ 

ל  ֵאֵ֔ ְשר  י־י  ל ְבֵנִּֽ ֙י ֵמַעֹ֣ ת  ת־ֲחמ  יב אֶּ ִׁ֤ ן ֵהש  ֵהֵ֗ ן ַהכֹּ ן־ַאֲהרֹֹּ֣ ר בֶּ ז ָ֜ ְלע  ן־אֶּ בֶּ

ֹּא־כ   ם ְול ָ֑ י ְבתֹוכ  ִ֖ ת  ְנא  ת־ק  ל ְבַקְנ֥אֹו אֶּ ֵאִ֖ ְשר  י־י  ת־ְבֵנִּֽ י אֶּ ית  ֥ ל 

י ִּֽ ת  ְנא   ְבק 

“Pinchas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, 

has turned back My wrath from the Israelites by 

displaying among them his passion for Me, so that 

I did not wipe out the Israelite people in My 

passion.  

The medrash comments on this verse by 

saying רֹו ל ְשכ  טֹּ י  ין הּוא שֶּ רּוְך הּוא ְבד  דֹוש ב  ַמר ַהק   א 

“Hashem said, “Pinchas rightfully deserves a 

reward.” What is the medrash implying?  

To understand this medrash better we must first 

look at the last few verses in last week’s sedra.  

ה  ֵעד ֵ֔ ִּֽ ֹוְך ה  תֹ֣ ֙ם מ  ק  ן ַוי ֙ ֵהָ֑ ן ַהכֹּ ן־ַאֲהרִֹּ֖ ִּֽ ר בֶּ ז ֵ֔ ְלע  ן־אֶּ ֙ס בֶּ יְנח  ִּֽ ְרא פ  ַוַיֵ֗

ֹו׃ ַמח ְבי דִּֽ ח רִֹּ֖ ַק֥  When Pinchas, son of Elazar son“ ַוי 

of Aaron the priest, saw this he left the assembly 

and took a spear in his hand.” Why is the verse 

going back to Aaron HaKohen to explain Pinchas’ 

lineage? It would have been sufficient to say 

“Pinchas son of Elazar the Priest.” Why is Aaron 

Hakohen mentioned also? Furthermore, what is 

the reason for telling us “he left the assembly…”  

This also seems superfluous.  The Chidah answers 

these questions and explains that through 

mentioning Aaron HaKohen and the “assembly,” 

the Torah shines a spotlight on the magnitude of 

Pinchas’ accomplishment, the enormity of what 

he did.    Pinchas drove a spear through both 

Zimri and Kosbi at the same time and then 

carried their bodies through the camp.  Normally 

this was done by warriors but in a display of 

superhuman strength Pinchas did it.  When the 

verse mentions his father Elazar and his 

grandfather Aaron HaKohen, his actions appear 

even more astonishing because neither Elazar nor 

Aaron knew anything about war, weapons or 

military engagement.  Aaron HaKohen was the 

least likely person to even engage in a quarrel. He 

was famous for promoting peace and harmony 

amongst the Jewish people. Pinchas himself was 

also not a warrior or a violent person. He “left the 

assembly” means he left the Sanhedrin, a Supreme 

Court of Klal Israel, a gathering of tzadikim who 

knew nothing about combat. So what drove 
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Pinchas to act in such a daring way? To heft a 

heavy long spear and then like a seasoned warrior 

pierce two of his enemies at once. What gave him 

the strength and competence was his burning 

desire to stand up to injustice for the honor of 

Hashem. When he saw this calamity taking place, 

his neshama was immediately roused to do 

something and his mind and body followed suit. 

Had he not acted this way, the plague and the 

tragedy would have been absolute… That is why 

the medrash writes that Pinchas truly deserved his 

reward, in spite of his disposition and upbringing 

he acted with violence to bring peace. 

The Chida offers a parable to better 

understand Pinchas’ actions. A king went on a 

hunting trip accompanied by his personal 

bodyguard. While he was in the forest, a group of 

bandits ambushed him and intended to harm or 

kill him. When the king’s bodyguard realized what 

was happening, he drew his sword and was able to 

fight off all the bandits. Naturally the king felt 

fortunate that he was saved, but he did not make 

a bid deal of his bodyguard’s valor. A few months 

later the king again embarked on a hunting trip; 

this time he took along one of his household 

servants instead of his bodyguard.  Once again, a 

group of bandits accosted the king and he was 

saved by his servant. When he came back, the 

king made a banquet to honor his servant for 

saving his life. The king’s household asked him 

why he didn’t make a banquet when he was saved 

the first time. The king explained that while he 

was thankful to the bodyguard for saving his life, 

it was his job after all. The bodyguard was a 

warrior by trade, trained to serve and protect the 

king. The servant who saved his life had never 

held a weapon in his hands before he was 

required to save his liege. He was able to defend 

the king not because he was qualified, but because 

of his deep loyalty and a sense of outrage that 

someone would dare attack his master. That was 

why the servant was deserving of much more 

praise than the warrior.  

Both nature and nurture gave Pinchas a 

temperament that was far removed from 

aggression and violence.  Neither his grandfather 

nor his father knew anything about war. 

Nevertheless, he acted like a true warrior because 

of his love for Hashem and his sense of outrage 

that someone dared to rebel against Him in this 

way. Therefore the medrash states  ל טֹּ י  ין הּוא שֶּ ְבד 

רו    ”.Pinchas rightfully deserves a reward“ ְשכ 

Although we cannot act as Pinchas did, 

we can learn from his passionate devotion to 

Hashem’s cause, we can learn that one does not 

need to have the nature or the training in order to 

fight Hashem’s battles, only the loyalty and love 

for Him. 
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