
 

 זאת חקת התורה אשר צוה ה' לאמר

This is the decree of the Torah which HaShem has 

commanded saying, (19:2) 

The Torah discusses the intricate halachos of the 

Parah Adumah, the red cow. If someone were to 

contract the tumah of meis, in order to become pure, 

the ashes of the red cow must be sprinkled on him 

by a pure person. Yet, at the same time that this 

contaminated, impure person is becoming pure, the 

one that sprinkles the ashes now becomes impure. 

The halacha of the Parah Adumah is actually the 

quintessential paradox found in all of the Torah. Its 

laws are described as beyond human 

comprehension. Regarding this mitzvah, Shlomo 

Hamelech exclaims in Koheles 7:23,  אמרתי אחכמה

 I said I would be wise, but it is far -והיא רחוקה ממני

from me. The smartest man to walk the planet could 

not reach an understanding of this halacha. 

The Torah here refers to this mitzvah as a chok.  A 

chok is a gezeirah/decree. When something is a 

decree, it must be done whether or not it is 

understood. Of course, we point out that in 

actuality, every mitzvah in the Torah is a chok and 

must be performed even without an understanding, 

for the very reason that HaShem told us to do so. To 

quote R’Munk (The Call of the Torah), “an 

essential component of wisdom is the knowledge 

that man’s failure to understand truth does not make 

it untrue.” 

Commenting on this mitzvah, Rashi quotes the 

Midrash Tanchuma that “the Satan and the nations 

of the world will question us about this paradox, 

and we have no permission to contemplate it.” 

Recently, I travelled on a transatlantic flight, sitting 

next to a Catholic priest for seven hours. The priest 

remarked that it was his first time ever meeting an 

observant Jew before and that he has many 

questions. After reading this Rashi, I was sure that 

his very first question would be the paradox of the 

Parah Adumah. Although he did ask me many 

questions from Tanach, this one never came up. 

Being brutally honest, the truth is that the Satan has 

never tempted me with this question either. 

However, we can attempt on a simple level to 

understand this paradox and see that it does in fact 

present itself to us albeit in a different manner. 

The kohen sets out in his task to help his fellow 

Jew. He busies himself preparing the Parah 

Adumah, so that he can now purify someone else. In 

the end, the other person is now pure, and the kohen 

is now impure. Is that really fair? What did the 

kohen do to deserve this? Wasn’t he in the middle 

of doing HaShem’s will, and this his payment? 

There are times when a person may experience, or 

see others going through a really difficult time; one 

hardship after another, until one might finally say, 

“Ribono shel Olam, is this really fair?” Is that 

person such a bad guy that he must suffer that way? 

And what of all the Ovdei HaShem that 

continuously suffer?  

The age old questions of Tzaddik veRa Lo, and 

Rasha Vetov Lo- Why do the righteous suffer; Why 

do the wicked prosper? These are questions that 

present itself in many different ways, and do not 

necessarily need to involve the greatest tzaddik or 

the most wicked rasha.  

Each and every time we see something happening, 

and we try and understand why it is that HaShem 

saw fit to do it that way, we are really being faced 

with this paradox. Rashi tells us that this is where 

the Satan and the rest of the world will start 

challenging us.  

It is specifically here, in a scenario that we cannot 

begin to understand, because it just seems so unfair, 

that we are told that we have no permission to 

question HaShem’s ways.  

As we mentioned earlier, for most mitzvos, we do 

have a basic understanding of their logic. The same 

goes for most of the occurrences in our lives. If we 

stop and think about it for a moment, we can come 

to a decent understanding of things. But again, that 

is just a basic understanding. HaShem’s ways are so 

much more intricate than what our basic level will 

allow us to comprehend. We need to realize that just 

as all mitzvos are really chukim/ decrees, so too all 

occurrences in our lives. 

So what does a person do when faced with a real 

life paradox? The answer of course is emunah- 

perfect faith in HaShem. We must come to the 

realization that HaShem indeed has a masterplan. 

We may not understand the “why, what, where, and 

how”, but in the end of the day, if we choose to 

accept HaShem’s will, by not questioning His ways, 

and placing ourselves in His ever loving 

outstretched “arms” that wait to embrace each and 

every one of His kinderlach, we will never go 

wrong, because all is according to His perfect plan. 

 

Good Shabbos,          מרדכי אפפעל 
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