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When Hashem created the sun and the moon, they were both called מאורות הגדולים
– large lights, but later in the same pasuk Hashem calls the sun and the ,המאור הגדול
moon The Gemara in Hulin (60) addresses this contradiction and .המאור הקטן
explains: the moon came to Hashem and said, “Ruler of the world, is it possible that
two kings could reign together?” Hashem answered, “Then you should go and
diminish yourself”. The moon remarked, “Just because I said something which is
correct, I should lower myself?” Hashem saw that the moon was not satisfied with His
terms, Hashem and said “A kappara (an atonement) should be brought because of
this”.
The Hatam Sofer asks: Even though it looks as if the moon was punished because of
its complaint, in reality the master plan was that the sun was set aside for the day and
therefore should be brighter and the moon was reserved for the night and therefore
shouldn’t be as bright, otherwise there would not be any distinction between day or
night. Furthermore, the pasuk in Yirmiyah (30, 26) states: that in the future the moon
will regain its light like the sun and the sun’s brightness will be sevenfold. From here
we see that in reality the sun was always brighter than the moon, but the difference
between them was the amount of light that each one would emit. However, in the
quality and efficiency they were in fact both the same. All this was before the moon
had complained, so what  difference did the punishment bring after the complaint?
Beforehand the moon had its own light, while afterwards this light was taken away
and it had to reflect the light it received from the sun.
One question that still stands is that the moon‘s claim was correct, so why was it
punished? The answer is that Hashem wants the world to function in the manner that
each individual should be on a different level, for instance there will always be rich and
poor and in between. There will always be great Hachamim and (Continued on page 2)
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simple people and benonim. There will always be leaders and
followers etc.  Each one has a purpose in this world and has to

use his abilities according to who he is. In front of Hashem everyone is equal, to Him
there is no difference between them. The difference is found in the quality of service
to Hashem. A wealthy man who does not use his money accordingly is worse than the
poor man who uses his small earnings properly. The wise man who uses his mind for
evil or not learning Torah is worse than the simple man who follows the Torah
properly. Greatness is measured accordingly to how each one utilizes his full potential.
The Gemara in Shabuot (15) explains this idea clearly. The pasuk in parashat Vayikra (1)
states by the sacrifice of cattle: ‘אשה ריח ניחוח לה (a burnt sacrifice, an offering made
by fire, of a sweet aroma to Hashem.) By the Korban olah of a bird the pasuk also
states ‘אשה ריח ניחוח לה (a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet
aroma to Hashem). This same pasuk appears again by the korban minha (a sacrifice of
a measure of flour). Each one of these korbanot were accepted fully by Hashem as a
beautiful fragrance, even though the one who brought the animal was a richer Korban
than the bird or the flour korban. In the eyes of Hashem all are accepted, the rich man’s
korban, the poor man’s korban, and the poorest of poor’s korban. Each one according
to his ability, as long as each one’s intention is to serve Hashem fully. This message was
made clear by the moon. Lower yourself and now serve Me according to this new level,
this is what your obligation is. Similarly, our obligation is to serve Hashem to the
highest quality of our ability the poor man or weaker man alike, serving Hashem in this
manner will show Hashem how much he loves Him on all levels.

Shabbat Shalom                             HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
The plight of agunot was very close to Chacham Ovadiah
Yosef’s heart. He used his vast knowledge of halacha to
constantly seek ways to help these unfortunate women
remarry and restart their lives. Chacham Ovadiah worked
extensively to find information regarding the husbands
whereabouts or possible conclusive evidence of a husband’s
death. With much care  and caution Chacham Ovadiah
permitted many women to remarry.

There were those who were skeptical of the amount of people
who were given the go-ahead to remarry and questioned the

validity of Chacham Ovadiah’s heterim. A certain couple decided that they would trick
the rav, thereby exposing his mistaken judgement and his reliance on too many heterim.
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DECOY FISH
Off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii, lives the care decoy fish. The
dorsal fin is the one at the top front of a fish. But this particular
fish has a dorsal fin -that looks like a small fish! The fin is shaped
like a fish head, with a dot where the eye should be, The fin
membrane is notched between the 1st and 2nd spine and
resembles the mouth of a fish. The fin has the color of a fish, but the horizontal bottom of
the fin is transparent, so it will not appear to be attached to the decoy fish below it.

When the decoy fish sees possible food swimming near, it goes through a special routine
to attract it to draw near: (1) The decoys fish's dorsal fin goes up and displays the shape
of a smaller fish. (2) Immediately upon raising the lure to view, the fish stops its gill
movements, and slows its breathing. (3) The fin lure changes to a deep red color, and a
small horizontal area at the base of that fin changes to a transparent see-through band.
(4) While the decoy fish remains motionless, it now moves the decoy fin from side to side,
and causes that slit (the "mouth") to open and shut! (5) The other fish draws near, curious
to see that inviting small fish. (6) Then, suddenly, the decoy fish snaps its prey in one quick
movement. (7) The fin color fades away and the fin is folded down onto the back of the
decoy fish.

How could "natural selection" do all of that?

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… The wife came to Chacham Ovadiah posing as an aguna,
although in truth her husband was alive and part of the

ruse. She brought “evidence” and presented her case, asking for permission that she
be freed and able to remarry. After carefully reviewing her case using the information
she provided, Chacham Ovadiah ruled that she indeed was permitted to remarry and no
longer bound to her previous husband. The woman was ecstatic, for she thought she
had caught the rav making a terrible mistake, having allowed a married woman to
marry someone else!

But her excitement was short lived. For upon her departure  from Chacham Ovadiah,
the woman learned that her own husband had died suddenly. Indeed, as Chacham
Ovadiah paskened, the woman was allowed to remarry, for she was now a widow and
no longer bound to her previous husband.

ותגזר אומר ויקם לך
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 10)
III. Amira Le’nochri with Regards Moving

Mukseh
אמירה לנכרי לטלטל מוקצה 

Although it is forbidden for one to instruct a non-
Jew to do a Rabbinic prohibition nevertheless
with regards to the prohibition of moving mukseh
there are exceptions.

מוקצה מחמת גופו או חסרון כיס
1. It is permitted for one to tell a non-Jew on
Shabbat to move mukseh, such as a lit candle, for
its use or for the use of the place that it is on.
(The reason for this leniency is based on the rule
that whatever is permitted for one to do on
Shabbat is likewise permitted to instruct a non-Jew
to do. Therefore since one may move mukseh in an
indirect manner [with the back of ones hands or
with ones elbows] for its use or for the place that
it is on similarly one may tell a non-Jew to move it.)
Examples:
● One may tell a non-Jew to move a previously lit
candle to illuminate a dark room.
● If one needed the space upon where the
Shabbat candles were one may tell a non-Jew to
move them.

However it is forbidden for one to tell a non-Jew
to move a candle in order to prevent it from
damage. Therefore if one mistakenly placed the
Shabbat candles at the edge of the table it is
forbidden to tell a non-Jew to remove them from
the table in order to prevent them from falling.

כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור
2. It is permitted for one to instruct a non-Jew to
move mukseh, such as a hammer or a pen, in any
given situation on Shabbat

אמירה לנכרי משום עובדין דחול וטרחא יתירה
3. It is forbidden for one to tell a non-Jew to
prepare on Shabbat for after Shabbat [הכנה].
Therefore it is forbidden for one to instruct a
non-Jew to clean ones dishes that will no longer
be needed for Shabbat.

אמירה לנכרי במנהג וחומרא בעלמא
4. The prohibition of Amira le'nochri applies only
to the activities that are forbidden by law (either
prohibited by torah law or by rabbinic law)
however if it's only a custom or stringency then
one may tell a non-Jew to do it.
Example:
● It is permissible for one to tell a non-Jew to
open a can of tuna on Shabbat. Although there
are those who are accustomed as a stringency to
refrain from opening metal cans on Shabbat,
however since it is permitted by law the
prohibition of Amira Le’nochri does not apply.
● It is permissible for one to tell a non-Jew to cut
off a price tag or a laundry sticker from a garment
on Shabbat.

אמירה לנכרי בכלים של ישראל לצורך נכרי 
5. It is forbidden for one to instruct a non-Jew to
perform a melacha on Shabbat with ones item
even if it will not benefit a Jew. Therefore one
may not tell a non-Jew, “Please take some of my
meat and cook it for yourself on Shabbat ", since
he is cooking with his meat according to his
request he is considered as his agent.

אמירה לנכרי בכלים של נכרי לצורך נכרי 
6. However it is permitted for one to instruct a
non-Jew to perform a melacha if the non-Jew will
use his own item for his own benefit.
Examples of the previous laws:
● If a non-Jew needed to mow his lawn on
Shabbat it is forbidden to tell him, "use my lawn
mower to mow your lawn". However it's
permissible to tell him to mow his lawn with his
own lawn mower.
● If one’s non-Jewish maid must go home on
Shabbat it is forbidden to tell her, “Please use my
car” however one may tell her “Take a taxi or a
bus home.”
● If one's maid wanted to make a phone call it is
forbidden to tell her, “Use my phone” however
one may tell her to use her own phone.

Rabbi Michael Levy


