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ד' אלקים אתה החלות להראות את “ 3:24

עבדך את גדלך ואת ידך החזקה, אשר מי 

א-ל בשמים ובארץ אשר יעשה כמעשיך 

 ”וכגבורתך

“Hashem (the written Shem of Adnus י-נ-ד-א ), Elokim 

(written with the Shem Havayah ה-ו-ה-י ), You had 

begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your 

strong hand, for what power is there in heavens or on 

earth that can perform according to Your deeds and 

according to Your mighty acts.” (The first Name of 

Hashem in this Posuk is the Shem Adnus,  י-נ-ד-א  – 

translated as “my Lord.”  The second Shem of 

Hashem is ה-ו-ה-י , is usually pronounced as י-נ-ד-א , 

but here is pronounced as ם-י-ה-ל-א  – we know when 

to say this Name as Elokim based upon the Nekudos.  

The Shem Havayah pronounced as the Name of 

Adnus is a Name that represents Rachamim, while 

the Shem Elokim is a Name that represents Din, 

judgment.  Being that here we have both, the spelling 

of the Shem Havayah, yet the reading of the word is 

the Shem Elokim, does it represent Rachamim or Din? 

Moshe Rabbeinu beseeches Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

allow him to enter into the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel.  

He begins by saying, Hashem Elokim, using the Shem 

Adnus and the Shem Havayah.  Rashi explains that 

Moshe was saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

merciful in judgment, and that Moshe Rabbeinu 

understood from Hakodosh Boruch Hu that although 

there had been a decree against Moshe’s entering 

Eretz Yisroel, nonetheless, he was to Daven to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to have the decree annulled 

and be allowed to enter.  Why does Moshe Rabbeinu 

say these two Names of Hashem when he begins to 

beseech Hakodosh Boruch Hu to allow him to enter 

Eretz Yisroel?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered 

in the closing paragraph. 

יעקב קניזל' ר   - 3:24 “ אלקים' ד ” – Rashi says, 

 Merciful in judgment.”  Rashi is not“ – ”רחום בדין“

speaking about both of these Names of Hashem, 

rather is only addressing the second one, which is 

spelled with Din, yet written as the Name of Hashem 

representing Rachamim.  For if Rashi would have 

been referring to both Names, he should have 

written, “דין” first, for the Shem Adnus is a Name 

which represents Din.   

“ 3:24 - אדרת אליהו  אלקים' ד ” – Moshe 

Rabbeinu used these two Names of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, for he was requesting two things, in the world 

Above, and in this world.  He therefore was Mispalel 

with two Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

“ 3:24 - העמק דבר  אלקים' ד ” – These two 

Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu are the Names with 

which Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world.  The 

Shem Havayah is that which Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

runs the world through “הטבע” – nature (The Shem 

ם-י-ה-ל-א , and הטבע are the same Gematria).  The 

Shem Adnus is when Hakodosh Boruch Hu shows that 

He is Master of the world, and breaks nature, like a 

master does and shows that he can follow his desires 

no matter what the circumstances.  Moshe Rabbeinu 

was beseeching Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he be 

allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel with any Name of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu – be it through the regular 

means of “nature,” or by Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

demonstrating that He is Master and allowing him to 

enter.  

ן"רמב   - 3:24 “ אלקים' ד ” – The way to 

determine the connotation of the Names of Hashem 

is based upon their written form, and not their 

pronunciation.  Therefore, when this Posuk first uses 

a Loshon of Adnus, and then a Loshon of Havayah, it 

means, “my Lord” and then Havayah, a Loshon which 

connotes the Attribute of Mercy. 

“ 3:24 – אור החיים  אלקים' ד ” – When Rashi 

said, “רחום בדין” – “Merciful in Judgment” he was 

only explaining the second Shem of Hashem – written 

here as the Shem Havayah, yet pronounced as the 

Shem Elokim.  Rashi explains that when the Name is 

in this form, it means that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

merciful in judgment.  Moshe Rabbeinu was asking 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to be merciful in judgment, that 

according to Din, Moshe should not be allowed to 

enter Eretz Yisroel, nonetheless, Moshe was asking 

for mercy to be allowed to enter.     

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 3:24 “ אלקים' ד ” – 

Moshe Rabbeinu was saying, “You Who have given 

me the privilege to serve You and have made me an 

instrument for accomplishment of Your Will on 

earth.”  This is the Name of Hashem that is later 

repeated again and again in the mouths of the 

prophets and the men of Hashem to express their 
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relation to Hashem.  The Shem Adnus signifies that a 

person accepts and surrenders himself to Hashem’s 

Will. The Shem Havayah is pronounced as Elokim (as 

in this Posuk) is “love” revealing itself as “justice.”  

The Shem Havayah expresses the complete 

conviction that Hashem is abounding in kindness, 

even when He acts through His attribute of justice.  

With these two Names of Hashem, Moshe declared 

from the outset that he will acknowledge the justness 

of Hashem’s judgment, even if Hashem sees fit to 

deny his last request, which springs from the depth of 

his soul.   

 Va’eschanan 4 - 3:23 – מדרש תנחומא 

“ בעת ההוא לאמר' ואתחנן אל ד ” – Moshe Rabbeinu 

told Hakodosh Boruch Hu, “It says in Your Torah:  ואם

לא , אמר יאמר העבד אהבתי את אדוני את אשתי ואת בני

 If a slave says that he wants to stay with – אצא חפשי

his master, he has the option to stay. I love You, Your 

children, and everything You created.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu responded, “וסף דבר רב לך אל ת בדבר הזה

 It is much for you – do not continue to“ – ”אלי עוד

speak to Me about this matter.”   

“ 3:23 - חנוכת התורה  בעת ההוא ' ואתחנן אל ד

 The Medrash Tanchuma says that Moshe – ”לאמר

requested to stay in this world like a servant is 

allowed to request, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

answered Moshe that he should stop speaking about 

it.  What was Hakodosh Boruch Hu answering to 

Moshe’s request?  Kiddushin 22a – In order for the 

servant to be allowed to stay with his master, he 

must repeat that he does not want to go out.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Moshe not to repeat 

what he said, for if he did, accordingly he would be 

allowed to stay – Hakodosh Boruch Hu would have 

followed that which is written in the Torah and 

allowed him to remain alive.  Being that it was not 

good for various reasons for Moshe to remain alive, 

He told Moshe not to repeat that he wants to go out, 

so that Moshe would in fact die and not enter Eretz 

Yisroel.  

ח"ברכת הרי   - 3:23 “ בעת ההוא ' ואתחנן אל ד

 Moshe Rabbeinu said that he did not want  – ”לאמר

to leave Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he wanted to live and 

go into Eretz Yisroel (as per the Medrash Tanchuma).  

Moshe was Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he 

be allowed to ask Hakodosh Boruch Hu a second 

time, so that he would get to enter Eretz Yisroel (as 

explained in the Sefer Chanukas Hatorah above).  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not allow Moshe to say a 

second time that he wants to stay with Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and Moshe died and did not enter Eretz 

Yisroel.   

 Haftorah Parshas – בן יהוידע על התורה 

Va’eschanan, Yeshaya 40:1,2 “ יאמר , נחמו נחמו עמי

דברו על לב ירושלם וקראו אליה כי מלאה . אלקיכם

כפלים בכל ' צבאה כי נרצה עונה כי לקחה מיד ד

.חטאתיה ” – “Comfort, Comfort, My people, says your 

G-d.  Speak to the heart of Yerushalayim and 

proclaim to her that her time of exile has been 

fulfilled, that her iniquity has been conciliated, for 

she has received from the hand of Hashem double for 

all of her sins.”  Why is there a double Loshon of 

 Moshol – A businessman earned much  ?”נחמו“

money every day that he worked, and was thrown 

into prison by the king.  After three years of being in 

prison, he is told that the king is going to release him 

from prison and allow him to return to his previous 

job, so that he can once again earn the money that 

he used to.  This comforts the person for the future, 

that while he was in prison he could not earn any 

money, and now that he would be free he would 

once again be able to earn that which he used to. 

However, this will not comfort him for the three 

years he was in prison and could not earn any money.  

He will still be pained over this loss – that had he 

never been imprisoned, how much more money he 

could have. However, if the king were to say that not 

only is he to return to his position, but he will also be 

compensated one hundred gold coins for each day 

that he was in prison, then he will be certainly be 

comforted even for those days that had passed and 

that he was in prison.  Had he never been in prison, 

he would not have even earned one hundred gold 

coins a day, and now he would receive that amount 

for each and every day for the last three years.  This 

person has two Nechomos, is comforted twice - once 

for the past, and once for the future.  The same is 

with Klal Yisroel.  Certainly they are comforted with 

the knowledge that in the future they will be Zoche 

to the Geulah Shlaima, and will receive great 

goodness.  However, regarding the past (the 

present), when they are not Zoche to be on their 
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Land, and they are in Golus, they are not comforted.  

They can’t learn Torah the way they want to; they are 

influenced by the Tumah of the other lands and 

nations; and they do not perform the proper Rotzon 

Hashem.  We are being taught here that this is not 

the case.  In fact, the days of Golus are good for them 

to be Mesaken their souls.  Through these days in 

Golus, they will have a complete Tikun, and with their 

Teshuva, all of their sins will turn into Zechuyos for 

them.  When they realize that, they are also 

comforted for the past and the present, just as they 

are for the future.  Therefore, the Posuk says a 

double Loshon of Nechama, that Klal Yisroel will have 

a double Nechama: one for the future and one for 

the past.  “ דברו על לב ירושלם וקראו אליה כי מלאה

 The time of exile has been fulfilled – this is a – ”צבאה

Nechama for the future.  “כי נרצה עונה” – For the sins 

will become desired, for they will be turned into 

Zechuyos, “ 'ד  For Hakodosh Boruch – ”כי לקחה מיד 

Hu is all merciful, “כפלים בכל חטאתיה” – and they will 

get double – for all of their sins will be turned to 

Zechuyos.   

ח"ברכת הרי   - Haftorah Parshas Va’eschanan, 

Yeshaya 40:1 “ יאמר אלקיכם, נחמו נחמו עמי ” – Klal 

Yisroel are protected with the Sheimos of  ד-ש-

ה-ו-ה-י and (Shakai),י , (Havayah) which are engraved 

in the Mezuzah.  Zohar 2:253a – The Shem Shakai is 

written on the outside of the Mezuzah, (on the other 

side of the parchment) which represents protecting 

us from the outside, and the Shem Havayah is within, 

representing us being protected from within.  The 

Gematria of these two Names of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is the same Gematria as (340) שם.  Devorim 28:10 

“ נקרא עליך ויראו ממך' וראו כל עמי הארץ כי שם ד ” – For 

all the nations of the world will see the “Shem,” the 

two Sheimos of Hakodosh Boruch Hu which protect 

Klal Yisroel from the outside as well as from within, 

and they will fear you.  The Gematria of these two 

Sheimos is also equal to the Gematria of the word 

 five times.  These five times represent the five חיים

parts of a person’s Ruchniyos: חיה, נשמה, רוח, נפש ,

 life from these ,חיים which all receive their – יחידה

two Sheimos of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Posuk uses 

a double Loshon of נחמה, one for the outside and 

one for the inside.   

“ 3:24 – ראש דוד  אלקים אתה החלות ' ד

 ,Chazal say on the first Posuk in the Torah – ”להראות

 that initially Hakodosh Boruch Hu ,בראשית ברא אלקים

was going to create the world with the Midas Hadin.  

However, He saw that the world would not be able to 

exist with only the Midas Hadin, and therefore 

partnered the Midas Harachamim with the Midas 

Hadin.  The Toras Chaim, in his Pirush on Meseches 

Bava Kama, says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is still 

Mekayeim this world with the Midas Hadin with the 

Tzaddikim, who are the pillars of the world. Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is meticulous with Tzaddikim, the way the 

world was initially to be created, for regarding the 

Tzaddikim, they can exist with only the Midas Hadin.  

“ אלקים' ד ” – Merciful in judgment.  “ אתה החילות

 This is a reference to the – ”להראות את עבדך

beginning of creation when Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

partnered the Midas Harachamim with the Midas 

Hadin.  Moshe was asking Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

deal with him with Midas Hadin partnered with the 

Midas Harachamim, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

partnered them by the creation of the world.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded to Moshe, “ ' ויאמר ד

 Moshe, you are great, you are a – ”אלי רב לך

complete Tzaddik, and for a complete Tzaddik, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu deals with them only with the 

Midas Hadin, the way it was initially (and therefore 

Moshe would not be allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel).   

“ 3:23 - 2:1 – דברים רבה  בעת ' ואתחנן אל ד

 This is speaking of the attributes of – ”ההוא לאמר

Tefilah.  If one has the proper Kavanah in his heart 

when he is Mispalel, then it is certain that his Tefilah 

will be heard.   

י מבעלזא"מהר   - 3:23 “ בעת ' ואתחנן אל ד

 The Medrash (see above) learns from – ”ההוא לאמר

this Posuk that if one has the proper Kavanah during 

Tefilah, it is certain that his Tefilah will be heard.  

How could we learn that out from this Posuk, when in 

this case, Moshe’s Tefilah was not accepted?  There 

are times when one tries to Daven to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and it is easy for him to do so, and there 

are times that he just cannot get the words out; he 

cannot muster the Kavanah.  What the Medrash is 

telling us is that if one has Kavanah when he is 

Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will give him the strength and ability to be 
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Mispalel properly, and sing שירות ותשבחות to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  Moshe was Mispalel to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and then we see that he was 

able to continue to be Mispalel and sing Hashem’s 

praises, “ ...אתה החלות ”. 

“ 3:23 – בעל הטורים  בעת ההוא ' ואתחנן אל ד

 I (Moshe Rabbeinu) prayed to Hashem at“ – ”לאמר

that time, saying.”  The word “ואתחנן” is the 

Gematria of “שירה” – “song.”  Moshe Rabbeinu 

recited songs of praise before Hashem, so that his 

prayer would be accepted.  The phrase, “ אלקיכם' ד ” 

(from the previous Posuk) is juxtaposed with “ואתחנן” 

for Moshe was saying, (Tehillim 16:8) “ לנגדי ' שויתי ד

 ”.I have set Hashem in front of me – always“ – ”תמיד

(Especially for Tefilah, one must set the presence of 

Hashem in front of himself). 

“ 3:23 - ברך משה  בעת ההוא ' ואתחנן אל ד

 The Ba’al Haturim says that the word – ”לאמר

 What does  ”.שירה“ is the same Gematria as ”ואתחנן“

Shira, singing Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s praises mean 

here, when the point was that Moshe was 

beseeching Hakodosh Boruch Hu to enter Eretz 

Yisroel?  Ta’anis 25b – Shmuel Hakoton decreed a fast 

day, and rain came down before the rising of the sun.  

The nation thought that it was a great praise for the 

Tzibur that even before they began to Daven and be 

Mispalel for the rain, it came. Shmuel Hakoton told 

them a Moshol to explain what it meant.  There is a 

servant who requests food from his master.  The king 

commands that he be given food so that he does not 

have to hear his voice. The Nimshol is that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu gave them the rain before the rising of the 

sun, for He did not even want to hear their Tefilos.  

This in fact is not praiseworthy for the Tzibur.  In the 

Haftorah of this week’s Parshah, why is there a 

double Loshon of Chet, and of Nechama?  Being that 

Klal Yisroel sinned against Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

they angered their Master, and then did so again, 

they were doubly smitten.  Not only did Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu not listen to their Tefilos, but He did not 

give them a Yeshuah before they were Mispalel 

either, (as opposed to what happened in the Gemara, 

that while Hakodosh Boruch Hu was angry with them, 

and did not want their Tefilos, He did give them a 

Yeshuah).  However, in the future, there will be a 

double Nechama, in that not only will Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu fulfill the will of Klal Yisroel, and they will 

have a Yeshuah, but their Tefilos will also be wanted 

and desired by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It says in the 

Sha’arei Orah, Sha’ar Aleph, that the reason that we 

say Pesukei D’zimra before Davening is because when 

a person is Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the 

Satan and other antagonists stand in the way of the 

Tefilos and deflect them from reaching the 

Shomayim.  However by first saying שירות ותשבחות, 

it pushes all of those evil spirits out of the way so that 

the Tefilos can reach their intended destination.  

Moshe first wanted to sing Shira to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, so that his Tefilos would be accepted by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Moshe Rabbeinu was Mispalel 

that he should be Zoche that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

should desire to hear his Tefilos, and he should not 

be like a servant, where the master says to give him 

what he wants so that he does not have to hear his 

servant’s voice.  This is the meaning of the Ba’al 

Haturim, that Moshe sang Shira to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, for his wish was for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

desire his Tefilos.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why Moshe 

Rabbeinu used the two Names of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, and the meaning of Rashi, merciful in judgment.  

Moshe Rabbeinu was the quintessential servant of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  More than anything else, 

Moshe’s desire was to find favor with his Master. 

Moshe Rabbeinu asked that Hakodosh Boruch Hu be 

merciful in judgment, meaning that even if Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was not going to allow him to enter Eretz 

Yisroel, Hakodosh Boruch Hu should desire Moshe’s 

Tefilos.  Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to enter the Land of 

Eretz Yisroel with every morsel of his being, but it was 

not for his own personal desires, rather it was so that 

he could further serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  If 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not want him to enter, then 

his desire was not to enter – but for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu to hear and accept his Tefilos, for his 

ultimate goal was to serve his Master. The Nechama 

that we yearn for, is one where we will be Zoche to 

have a complete Yeshuah with the building of the 

Bais Hamikdash, and even more importantly, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu desire to hear our Tefilos – our 

 to Him.  May we be Zoche to see the שירות ותשבחות

rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, and have our 

Tefilos “accepted” by Hakodosh Boruch Hu,  במהרה

  !בימינו אמן


