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קכב סעיף אסימן   

 בענין דיני הפסק בסוף שמונה עשרה

The Mechaber paskens that the יהיו לרצון which is 
recited at the end of shemone esrei is considered 
to be a part of the shemone esrei itself.  Therefore 
one may not answer any דברים שבקדושה between 
the last beracha of shemone esrei and the 
recitation of יהיו לרצון. The halachos of hefsek for 
one who has said יהיו לרצון are as follows. 

 One who does not say tachanunim on a 
regular basis after יהיו לרצון may answer any 
   .דברים שבקדושה
 

 One who says tachunum on a consistent 
basis after יהיו לרצון will be subject to the 
same halachas regarding making a hefsek 
during birchos Kriyas Shema.   

The Rama, on the other hand, rules 
that one may be mafsik even before 
saying יהיו לרצון for דברים שבקדושה.  The 
Mishna Berura1 and the Shulchan 
Aruch HaRav rule that one should 
endeavour to say יהיו לרצון before 
answering any דברים שבקדושה  but if 
one did not one may rely on the Rama 
and recite the דברים שבקדושה before 
saying יהיו לרצון. 

                                                           
 ס"ק ב 1
  עיין סימן סו 2

As mentioned above, upon saying יהיו לרצון one may 
be mafsik for those דברים שבקדושה that one may be 
mafsik for during birchos Kriyas Shema.   

The following is a list of what one may be mafsik 
for.2  

1. ל הקדוש -הא after אמן  and שומע תפילה. 
 

2.  ברכו
 

3.   "מודים אנחנו לך"3
 

4. Kadish: יהא שמה רבא and the אמן after  דאמירן
  בעלמא
 

5. Kedusha:  ...קדוש and ברוך.  The Mishna 
Berura4 says not to say ימלוך, but the 
Shulchan Aruch HaRav in his siddur says that 

one may say ימלוך.  The Kaf HaChaim 
rules here that the dispute ragrding 
 is relevant only for birchos Kriyas ימלוך
Shema, but after יהיו לרצון everyone 
says one should be mafsik for ימלוך.  

It is interesting to note that the Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch, Ben Ish Chai and 
Aruch HaShulchan all say that one can 
be mafsik after יהיו לרצון for all אמנים 
that one is obligated to answer as 

opposed to those אמנים that are only a custom, 
for example, the אמנים in kadish from tiskabel 
and onward. 

3 Only these three words of modim derabonon 
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Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 

Answering Amein Properly 

The Mishnah in Maseches Brachos (8:8) says ‘one 

answers amein after hearing another Yisroel say a 
brachah’. The Rambam (tefillah 1:13) understands 

this to mean that one is obligated to answer amein 

when he hears a brachah. This opinion is codified in 
Shulchan Aruch (215:2) as well. 

However, just saying amein is in itself not enough, 

as the Shulchan Aruch (124:6) rules that one must 
answer amein with kavanah. 

The kavanah of amein has to do with the context in 

which the amein is answered. If it is in answer to a 
birkas hashevach or birkas hamitzvos, the kavanah 

of amein is “emes mah she’amar 

hamevarech” – ‘I agree with the 

praise that was said in the 

brachah’ (Shulchan Aruch 124:6). 

[See, however, Mishnah Berurah 
(124:24) quoting the Chayei 

Adam for an additional kavanah 

one should have in mind. It would seem that the 
Mishnah Berurah later (124:25) apparently does 

not follow the Chayei Adam’s teaching, umitzvah 

leyashev.] Answering amein to a brachah that also 
contains a request (like the middle brachos of 

shemonei esrei) necessitates two kavanos 1) that 

the brachah is true and 2) yehi ratzon that this 
request should be fulfilled (Pri Megadim quoted in 

Mishnah Berurah (124:25). Where only a request is 

being made (like kaddish, harachaman in Birkas 
Hamazon, zochreinu… in Ya’aleh Veyavo etc.) one 

should only think ‘yehi ratzon that this request 

should be fulfilled’ (‘speedily’ – for kaddish), see 
Mishnah Berurah 124:25). 

The Shelah Hakadosh (Maseches Tamid, Ner 
Mitzvah 38) writes that if someone confuses the 

kavanos of amein he is making a great error. He 

explains that someone who answers amein with the 
kavanah of ‘emes – it is true’ by a request is 

answering a foolish response. Likewise, one who 

answers amein at a brachah describing Hashem’s 

praises (like after Birkos Hashachar, Baruch 

She’amar, Yishtabach, Birkas Krias Shema, Hakel 

Hakadosh, and Modim) with the kavanah ‘yehi 

ratzon that it should come to be’ is expressing 

kefirah ch”v. It appears from this person’s response 

that he is unsure about the praise being said and 
merely wishes it to come true. 

With this in mind we can now take a look at the 

Mishnah Berurah in 124:17. There he writes that 
one should not be engaged in 

learning during chazaras hashatz. 

He writes that even if one knows 
that he can answer all amein’s 

properly, he should nevertheless 

not learn at that time, since people 
will learn from him to take 

chazaras hashatz lightly.  

We can add, that in light of what we wrote above 
about the responsibility of concentrating properly 

while saying amein and making sure he has the right 

intentions, it is virtually impossible for anyone  to 
read divrei torah etc. during chazaras hashatz, as 

one is unable to pay proper attention to the 

kavanah of amein. We therefore do not need to 
come on to the reason of people learning from him 

to take chazaras hashatz lightly, as reading during 

chazaras hashatz makes it nearly impossible to 
properly concentrate on the kavanah of amein. 

 



Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 
חסימן קכד סעיף   

The halachos of אמן יתומה 

 Didn’t hear the bracha but knows 
what bracha was said 

Didn’t hear the bracha and 
doesn’t know what bracha was 

said 

If mechuyav in bracha, and 
missed either the beginning or 

the end of the bracha (Biur 
Halcha s.v. V’zeh) 

Do not say אמן (and not yotzei chiyuv) 

If not mechuyav in bracha and 
missed the end of the bracha 

 

Mechaber and Rema agree that it 
is permitted to say אמן (MB 

31,33), but not obligated unless 
also heard “Hashem” (Dirshu 53) 

Mechaber – permitted to say אמן. 

Rema – do not say אמן. 

(MB 31) 

BH s.v. V’yeish – better to stay 
passive and not say אמן. 

If not mechuyav in bracha and 
heard the end of the bracha, 
even if missed the beginning 

Considered as if heard the bracha and can say אמן 
 (Biur Halacha s.v. V’zeh) 

  

 

Did you know? 
 סימן קכד

1.  While answering אמן to chazaras hashatz one 
should have the following intention “The beracha 

that was just said is true and I believe it”. 

[Mechaber 6] 

2.  One should not answer אמן to a beracha of a 
tzibbur who is davening at a time that one is not 
allowed to daven.  [Dirshu note 41 in the name of 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky shlita] 

3.  It is a sin to speak during chazaras hashatz5 and 
one who does speak during chazras hashatz should 
be censured. [Mechaber 7] 

4.  It is praiseworthy for one to follow along 
chazaras  hashatz while  looking in a siddur. [MB 26] 

5.  One should be careful in pronouncing the אמן 
properly.  There should be a  קמץ גדול underneath 
the אלף.  One should be vigilant to articulate the נון 
at the end of the word.  [Mechaber 8, MB 29] 

                                                           
5 Even if one will be careful and answer אמן to every beracha. 
[MB 26] 
6 The Mechaber holds that if one is being yotzei shemone 
esrei with chazaras hashatz he needs to hear and be aware 

6.  One should also be careful not to start saying אמן 
until the mevarech has finished the beracha.  
Additionally one needs to be aware for which 
beracha he is answering אמן but does not have to 
hear the actual beracha6. [Rama 8] 

7.  Lechatchila one should endeavor to hear each 
beracha from the shliach tzibbur. [MB 33] 

8.  One must answer אמן within תוך כדי דיבור of the 
end of the beracha.  One who is davening betzibbuir 
can answer אמן as long as the majority of the 
tzibbur is still answering אמן.  Answering אמן after 
the above timeframes will render the אמן an  אמן

 [Rama 8, MB 35] .יתומה

9.  The shliach tzibbur must wait for the majority of 
the tzibbur to finish saying אמן before he begins the 
next beracha. [Mechaber 9] 

10.  It is forbidden to answer אמן once the shliach 
tzibbur has begun the next beracha.  It is therefore 
of the utmost importance that the shliach tzibbur 
give the tzibbur ample time to answer אמן before 
continuing to the next beracha. [MB 37] 

of which beracha he is answering.  If he is not fulfilling a 
tefillah obligation with the chazaras hashatz then he doesn’t 
have to hear or be aware of which beracha he is answering, 
as long as he knows a beracha was said he may answer אמן. 
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Dirshu to start  חלק במ"ב'   
this Monday be”H 

MISHNAH BERURAH CHELEK BEIS!! 
Some good reasons to start the study of Mishnah 
Berurah Chelek Beis together with thousands of 
Yidden across the world who will start this Monday 
(9th of May): 

 You will be able to learn and master the 
following topics: Birkas Kohanim, Kriyas 
Hatorah, Beis Haknesses, Netillas Yadayim, 
Hilchos Seudah, Birkas Hamazon, Birkas 
Hapeiros and other Brachos, Mincha, and 
Ma’ariv. 

 You will have a fixed time for learning halachah 
daily, something which is codified by the Shach 
(Yoreh Deah 246) as a must for every man. 

 You will be proficient in these vital halachos – 
which will help you in keeping these halachos 
and guiding others in your family as well. 

 Learning Mishnah Berurah on a daily basis will 
give you an appreciation of the vast depth and 
breadth of Torah Sheb’al Peh, as you will 

discover the reasons for many halachos and 
minhagim that we follow. 

 You will be part of a larger group which will give 
you an added zechus, as it is ‘talmud torah of 

the tzibbur’. 
 Every day from Sunday to Thursday we learn 

one amud of Mishnah Berurah (Friday and 
Shabbos are set aside for revision). Try it and 
join the many who will not let go of a precious 
seder in halachah. With time you will develop a 
cheshek for Torah that you did not think 
possible. 

 If you enjoy challenging yourself try taking the 
monthly optional dirshu-tests with 
accompanying stipends for good results. 

 If you want to add some extra spice to the 
learning, you can use a Dirshu Mishnah Berura 
that records the rulings of the contemporary 
poskim as well. 

 




