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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Ki Savo 5777 

 

There is a subtle difference between the verse which describes the way to blessing (Deut. 28:1), and its 
counterpart fifteen verses later which outlines what will cause calamity.  The blessing is promised to 
one who listens to HaShem’s voice to do all His mitzvos, His commandments.  The curses will 
descend on one who does not guard and perform all His mitzvos andandandand chukim, His commandments 
and statutes.  It seems that to become cursed takes more steps than to become blessed. 

The simple difference between mitzvos and chukim is that a commandment is something 
understandable while a statute is performed just because G-d “said so.”  If so, why mention statutes 
only on the side of not listening?  If one does not heed G-d’s word when it makes sense, surely he 
will not heed it when something seems illogical.   

R’ Samson Rafael Hirsch gives a beautiful and insightful explanation.  When one listens to HaShem’s 
voice, says R’ Hirsch, he does everything for the same reason: to fulfill the desire of the Holy One 
Blessed Be He.  If he puts on Tefillen or studies Torah, it’s because that’s what HaShem said.  If he 
doesn’t eat shellfish or drive a car on Shabbos, it’s because that what HaShem said. 

For such a person, heeding the word of HaShem is a single, joyous activity.  It has a reason behind it; 
he is doing G-d’s Will.  Not so the person who doesn’t listen to HaShem’s voice.  For him, each 
positive commandment is a strain, a burden.  Each prohibition is a restriction, a barrier to his 
“happiness.”  Statutes are simply meaningless. Such a person will find depression and angst in the 
mitzvos of HaShem and in all aspects of life.  Such a person is truly cursed. 

In other words, if one seeks only to fulfill the desire of His Creator, then no matter what happens in 
life, he will see it as a blessing; an opportunity to fulfill HaShem’s will.  If G-d wishes to shower him 
with riches, he seeks to use them for good purposes and to help others.  If G-d takes it away, then he 
is grateful to be spared the challenge of wealth. 

In Mishlei (15:15) King Shlomo says, ‘v’tov lev, mishteh tamid,’ one who is good of heart feasts 
continuously.  Rashi explains that when one’s heart is good with his position in life, all his days 
appear to him as days of celebration and feasting.  Such is the 
message of our posuk.  

When you heed HaShem’s voice with the same singular purpose 
– to fulfill G-d’s will, nothing fazes you or upsets you because you 
know that it is His will that this be your portion. If you have 
difficulties, you accept them with appreciation because this too is 
how G-d wanted it to be. By lovingly accepting them, you are 
continuing to fulfill His word, still performing that one mitzvah of 
listening to HaShem. 

One who approaches life that way will surely see each day as 
another chance to feast and celebrate his love of HaShem in a 
new way and constantly rejoice in the changing circumstances of 
his life.  Such a person is elevated above all other peoples and will 
find blessing and joy in the city or field, whether coming or going.  This is the ultimate blessing. 

Would you like this sheet each week? E-mail Subscribe to doitfordovid@gmail.com. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
OMG – The Bikkurim ritual has a very interesting aspect to it. Part of the prescribed declaration is that the 
bearer says to the Kohain who accepts his offering, “I declare today to HaShem, your G-d, that I have come 
into the land…” Why does he say “your G-d,” and not, “my G-d?” 

To compound this question, in the next topic, the confession made at the end of tithing, the fellow says, “I 
have gotten these holy items out of my home, and I gave them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless and 
the widow… I hearkened to the voice of HaShem, MY G-d.” Why in one case is it the Kohain’s G-d and in the 
other it is his? 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What are the differences between these two declarations and how might that 
affect the verbiage? Bikkurim are separated before enjoying one’s produce, while the Vidui Maaser, the 
tithing confession, is done after everything has been completed. Perhaps it has to do with the fact that in one 
case you’re taking care of others (emulating G-d) and in the other you’re offering something to the 
Temple/HaShem. What makes one worthy of claiming that HaShem is “my G-d?” 

Dear Rabbi, 

I saw a bumper sticker that told me to "Do Teshuva Now and beat the Elul rush" I remember from 
Hebrew School that teshuva means repentance but I don't remember what Elul is? Am I late and what's 
the rush? 

   Beth 

Dear Beth, 

Elul is the last month of the Jewish Year... the time when "the King is in the field" i.e. G-d is closest to 
us as we prepare for the Days of Awe that are the first ten days of the next month... It is a time of 
repentance, introspection and correction. A time to correct the mistakes of the past year thereby 
converting our unintentional sins into good deeds and our intentional sins into the unintentional.. 

Elul begins tonight and the letters of Elul stand for Ani l'dodi v'dodi li" That means "I am for my beloved 
and my beloved is for me..." It's G-d s way of saying He is coming even closer to us and would like to 
hear from us.... 

I hope to be sharing Elul insights throughout the month.... I guess this is the first one...except for the 

one about coffee... which, for me, makes perfect sense...  

Hope this helps, 

Warmly, me 

Aka The Facebuker Rebbe 

Our hearts, thoughts, and prayers are with our brothers and sisters, Jew 

and Gentile, suffering the tumult of battering winds, torrential rain, 

destructive flooding, power outages and shortages of food and water. If we 

are in it ourselves, we most likely have been turning to G-d, the One in 

charge of the weather. (Spoiler alert: Mother Nature is really our Father!) 

In Michtav M’Eliezer, Rav Dessler z”l writes about the purpose of yissurim, 

suffering.  He says that there is actually no purpose to suffering in and of 

itself.  Rather, it brings us to tefila, prayer.  Were we to daven without the 

suffering and pain, there would be no need to bring it on us.   

He quotes Chazal that the reason the Avos, our forefathers and four 

mothers, did not have children was so they would daven, for HaShem 

desires the tefilos of tzaddikim.  We have so much suffering in the world 

today, one can only assume that we don’t daven enough, or with enough 

concentration.   

If we strengthen ourselves in this avoda during the time of Elul and the 

Yomim Nora’im, we will undoubtedly be blessed with a sweet new year, 

with no further suffering necessary. 


