
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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ִאם ַעל־ּתֹוָדה ַיְקִריֶבּנּו      [7:12]   

 
 

 

 

If he is bringing it as a thanksgiving offering… 
A korban todah (thanksgiving offering) comes within the general category of a 
korban shelomim (peace offering).  However, the korban todah has two specific 
halochos (laws) that distinguish it from all other shelomim offerings.  First, a 
shelomim can be eaten on the day it is brought and the next day, whereas a todah 
must be eaten by no later than the morning after it was brought.  Secondly, with a 
korban todah a person had to bring a total of forty breads of various types.  There 
was no such adjunct to a korban shelomim.  What is the reason for these special 
halochos?  Rav Shimshon Pincus answers that a korban todah is brought as an 
obligatory korban for someone who has successfully endured a difficult ordeal such 
as an illness, incarceration or a difficult journey.  The korban todah is actually his 
se’udas hodo’o, a celebratory meal the purpose of which is to thank Hashem.  Saying 
thank you to Hashem must be a very public event in order to create a kiddush 
Hashem (sanctification of Hashem’s name) and to inspire others.  This is not 
something to be done quietly.  To insure that many people are invited to the se’udas 
hodo’o, Hashem requires the unique combination of an abundance of food and a 
strictly limited time within which to consume it.  It is not permitted to save any meat 
even for the next day, so it will be important to invite many people to enjoy it.  Bread 
and matzos are also in plentiful supply to complete the party.  When all these people 
get together to partake in this grand feast, then the proper forum is generated in 
which to thank Hashem for His bountiful kindness. 
 

Command Aharon and his sons, saying… 

Parshas Tzav opens with this command to Aharon and his descendants to offer up the korban tomid (the twice daily 

communal offering).    It is clear that the parshah of the korban tomid is directed at Aharon and his children for them to 

perform.  Why then does the Torah say leimor – meaning that the kohanim should tell everyone else about this?  In addition, 

we are told that the Torah utilises the language of tzav (command), because the situation involves a chesoron kis, a financial 

implication.  Given that the korban tomid consisted of two small lambs per day, this does not seem to represent a particularly 

substantial expense, when one considers that it is offered on behalf of the entire nation.  To explain this, Rav Simcha Bunim 

of Peshischa derives a broader lesson from the language of the Torah at this point.  He points out that the Gemoro in   … page 2 

הגדול -צו פרשת    
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 ַצו ֶאת־ַאֲהֹרן ְוֶאת־ָּבָניו ֵלאֹמר      [6:2]
 

 



 

Aharon and his sons did all the things… 

The final possuk of this week’s parshah follows on 

immediately from mention of the shivas yemei hamilu’im (the 

seven days of inaugurating the Mishkan), which included 

strict instructions to Aharon and his sons.  In his commentary, 

Rashi says, "This is to recount their praise; that they did not 

turn right or left”.  Why does Rashi use this expression of not 

turning right or left, instead of saying that Aharon and his sons 

did as they were instructed?  The Chido (Rav Chayim Yosef 

Dovid Azoulay) explains that at the beginning of the shivas 

yemei hamilu’im, Aharon and his sons were all fully attired in 

the bigdei kehuno (priestly garments) and ceremonially 

anointed with the shemen hamishcho (anointing oil).  They 

would all have been excited to perform the holy avodoh 

(service in the Mishkan).  However, they were then informed 

that their turn had not yet come. For the purposes of this 

inaugural period, Moshe Rabbeinu alone was the one to 

perform all of the avodoh, throughout these seven days.  On 

the other hand, Aharon and his sons were also clearly 

instructed not to leave the precincts of the Mishkan at any 

time during this process.  It is to this, says the Chido, that Rashi 

is alluding.  Aharon and his sons did not ‘turn right’ into the 

Mishkan to perform the avodoh that they must have been so 

anxious to do.  Nor did they ‘turn left’, to go outside of the 

Mishkan and return home.  Instead, they sat patiently as 

commanded and constrained all their emotions.  They were 

clearly deserving of praise. 

 

… Maseches Menochos [110a] states that 

whoever learns Torah does not need to bring 

korbonos.  The implication is that when a 

person came to Aharon and informed him that 

he wanted to bring a korban, Aharon would 

respond that the prospective donor would do 

better by going to learn Torah and then there 

would be no need to bring a korban.  This 

concept justifies the inclusion of the word 

leimor, meaning that the kohanim should tell 

the people that learning Torah is preferable.  

This also explains why the kohanim had to be 

commanded, not just informed, about their 

duty to promote Torah learning.  By telling the 

people to learn instead of bringing korbonos 

the kohanim were forfeiting their own 

livelihood from the meat and the hides that 

they received from the korbonos.  For a kohen 

to convince someone else not to bring a korban, 

from which the kohen himself would ordinarily 

benefit materially and financially, was 

something that took additional strength and 

courage, necessitating the use of word tzav.  
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Knowing that Bnei Yisroel took the lamb 
intended for the korban pesach on 10 Nissan, 

four days before leaving mitzrayim, why do we 
celebrate this heroic act on Shabbos irrespective 
of whether it is the 10th?  Before partaking of the 

special korban the people had to do teshuva 
(repentance) for the idol worship they had 

committed in Egypt.  The Gemoro in Maseches 
Shabbos [118b] states that Hashem forgives 
someone who keeps Shabbos, even if that 

person is guilty of idolatry.  Taking the lamb 
was a sign that they no longer worshipped  

idols and Shabbos was the optimum  
time to achieve repentance.  The 
date of the 10th was incidental. 

 
Rav Ya’akov Yisroel Fisher 
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ַוַּיַעׂש ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו ֵאת ָּכל־ַהְּדָבִרים   [8:36]  

 
 


