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 פרשת ויקרא
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  
 

 

  

וידבר ד' אליו מאהל מועד משה אל   ראק"וי
)א, א" (...לאמר  

“He called to Moshe, and Hashem 
spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting, 
saying…” 
 
Moshe asked, “If I did not ascend Har Sinai, 
which was only temporarily holy during the 
Giving of the Torah, without permission1 - how 
can I enter the Tent of Meeting (the Ohel Moed), 
that will be holy for generations, unless HKB”H 
calls me?”  HKB”H concurred to his thinking, as it 
says, “He called to Moshe.”2 
 

 
 להכנס פנימה

To Enter Within 
 
The remarkable and awesome Divine call 
emanates from the Ohel Moed and invites Moshe 
to enter within, inside the Mishkan.  Just as the 
people stood outside, so did Moshe Rabbeinu.  
He did not consider himself better or more 
important than anyone else.  Moshe Rabbeinu, 
the master of all the prophets, who brought the 
Jewish people out of Egypt, who split the Sea, 
who spoke with HKB”H face-to-face, who 
brought the Torah down from Heaven – still said, 
“I did it?  Who am I?  Hashem did it!  I did 
nothing.”  That was Moshe’s mindset.  That is 
what he bequeathed to the Jewish people.  
Humility and a modest spirit.  And so, he stood 
outside the Mishkan until HKB”H called for him 
to enter, “He called to Moshe.” 

                                                           
1 As it states, “Hashem summoned Moshe to the top of the 
mountain, and Moshe ascended” -  ויקרא ד' למשה אל ראש
.ההר ויעל משה (שמות יט, כ)  

 שמות רבה יט, ג 2

This call to enter within is essentially a call to 
each of us.  HKB”H wants us to enter within – 
He wants what is inside of ourselves.  He 
wants us to be deeper – to be people who 
seek essence over superficiality.  Superficiality 
is arrogance – doing things to receive honor, so 
that people will be impressed by us.  Every 
action that we take, every thought that crosses 
our minds must be scrutinized – if it is even 
slightly showy, arrogant or shallow – it must 
alarm us. 
 
We are not here for ourselves.  We were 
placed here to reveal Hashem’s glory in the 
world.  When a Jew’s entire desire and drive is 
to do Hashem’s will – he exchanges something 
fleeting for something eternal.  The Creator of 
the World does not need reverence from the 
angels.  He wants devotion that comes from 
simple people like us, who act for His honor, 
who forget about themselves for a moment. 
 
When we give HKB”H honor – we receive 
honor in return.  One who attributes all honor 
to HKB”H and knows that whatever he has is 
from Hashem – he deserves to be honored, not 
the one who misappropriates honor for himself.  
Our problem is that we forget.  People give us a 
bit of respect and we immediately forget who we 
really are.  We must constantly refocus ourselves 
towards the element of truth: without Hashem, 
we are nothing – it is all Hashem. 
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When a Jew begins to conduct internal toil to 
disconnect himself from silliness, anger, sadness, 
complaints, blame – when he endeavors to 
remove himself from his current station toward 
a place that is slightly higher – he begins to 
reveal Hashem.  He starts to understand that 
he has no other refuge except with HKB”H 
Himself.  He can turn to Hashem in second 
person: “Hashem, I love You.  Hashem, I want 
You.”  Before, when various things happened – 
he became broken, he thought that they 
happened because of some cause: that he did it 
to himself or someone else did it to him.  Slowly, 
he grasps that everything was preordained – 
each person’s own challenges and constrictions.  
Before, he did not know what to do with himself 
and even though he might have screamed out to 
Hashem – his scream was incomplete because 
his inner bitterness prevented an unadulterated 
cry.  Now, he begins to have emuna that 
Hashem knows what He is doing with each 
and every one of us – that He does only what 
is absolutely best. 
 
Hashem never gives up on us.  Hashem wants 
us to strive for the emuna that there are no 
mistakes.  What we receive is custom-
designed for us.  We were given this child, 
this spouse, these parents, this home, this 
livelihood, this flaw, these difficulties, these 
“unsuccessful” hands – none of this is in error 
– it is all Hashem’s meticulous doing and we 
must accept all of it and be happy with it.  
Hashem knows exactly what we need to 
endure to merit closeness to Him. 
 
In the vast arena of interpersonal mitzvos and 
relationships, we can acquire so much inner 
depth – that cannot be seen on the surface.  What 
is visible?  We see a person act in a certain way 
and we begin to talk about him.  If we are careful 
not to speak loshon hora, we think about him.  
We gaze, with unforgiving eyes; turn up our 
noses – but we really do not know what is going 
on inside that person.  Actions are not the whole 
story.  There are so many amazing things that we 
cannot see.  We can only see what is 
observable – only Hashem can see into 
hearts.  HKB”H sees everything.  Man cannot.  

We never know what is found in the depths of 
another person’s soul.  How can we possibly 
judge him?  We must have emuna that there 
is great light inside every Jew, a light that 
shines immeasurably - HKB”H’s light itself.  
Even if a particular Jew’s deeds are sometimes 
less than exemplary – know that he has a good 
heart, noble desires and a virtuous soul.  If he 
does something wrong – he regrets it.  That is 
how we must think about every Jew.  We must 
always remember that Hashem is also found 
within our friends.  If I am having difficulties 
with someone, I must work on it.  When I 
recognize that without doing so I cannot succeed 
– I will place my center of gravity on this aspect 
and work on it.  If he hurt me severely – that too 
is part of loving others.  If I cannot get past what 
he did, I must tell him how I feel so that we can 
work it out and I do not come to the point of 
hating him. 
 
Expecting a human being, made of physicality, to 
connect to G-dliness is very complex.  It is a 
strenuous prospect.  So many things in this 
world are not related to our connection with 
Hashem.  Sometimes, human nature requires us 
to take a break, cool off, chat with friends, relax a 
bit, take a trip, eat something that gives us 
pleasure – but it must all be with connection to 
Hashem.  If we have Hashem during the three 
daily prayers, during our set time for learning 
Torah – and then, the rest of the day, we engage 
in “other” things – we are guilty of an aspect of 
“gods of silver and gods of gold shall you not 
make for yourselves.”3  When a person has all 
kinds of extraneous factors from which he draws 
vitality and vigor – external knowledge and 
insights that nurture his bond to superficiality 
and distances him from his link to inner depth – 
he must recognize that they are injurious to him. 
 
Our problematic predicament is that we wish 
to benefit from both worlds – we do not want 
to choose.  The greatest danger is when a person 
does everything properly outwardly and 
everything looks amazing, there is no criticism 

                                                           
 אלהי כסף ואלהי זהב לא תעשו לכם (שמות כ, כ) 3
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that we can lodge – he wears the right clothing, 
he eats only food with the right kosher 
certification – but his soul is elsewhere.  This is 
the most terrifying danger that threatens us 
continuously because there are so many ways to 
connect to this world, in so many forms.  We 
have become detached from HKB”H.  We receive 
vitality and pleasure from another place – not 
only from Hashem. 
 
When parents are not happy with Torah and 
mitzvos, no philosophies or subterfuges will help, 
they will be unable to instill love of Hashem in 
their children.  You cannot pass on something 
that you do not have.  When a child observes 
happy parents, who are enthusiastic and 
grateful to Hashem for the privilege of being 
Jewish and who make a production out of 
every mitzvah, every holiday and every 
opportunity to see the light of yiddishkeit, the 
essence and not the shallow, when a child 
tastes this flavor of yiddishkeit – he will never 
abandon the path.  A child absorbs and 
understands exactly what appeals to his 
father, what his father loves – and that is 
what he will love.  This passes to him even 
without telling him a word.  If his father does 
not genuinely love Torah and mitzvos, even if 
he hounds his child all day to daven and learn 
– nothing will help. 
 
Inner depth is joy – being happy with our lot, 
not only when things go well but even 
through the challenges, the ups and downs 
and the difficulties of life – accepting 
everything that Hashem does to us with love.  
A yarmulke-wearing Jew should be perpetually 
happy and have a permanent smile on his face.  
He must sanctify Heaven’s name publicly and 
draw others close to Hashem’s service.  Most 
people live in darkness and sadness and when 
they observe a Jew who serves Hashem and he is 
happy and satisfied – it inspires thoughts of 
teshuva and a desire to become acquainted with 
the true face of yiddishkeit. 
 
A Jew who is happy with his lot in life and 
who has tasted the true flavor of yiddishkeit - 
enjoys life – he does not speak ill of anyone, 

he does not insult anyone – he does not feel 
the need to put others down to feel good 
about himself.  He has Hashem – he has 
everything. 
 
We must return to live with the Creator.  The 
singular counsel by which to traverse life 
peacefully is to live with the Creator.  We were 
created in this world to delight in Hashem, to 
cling to Hashem.  This is unattainable while we 
hold on to our negative traits and illicit desires.  
Instead of the false and illusory pleasures that 
this world offers us, we must live a life of giving, 
kindness and love of others.  Love versus illicit 
desire.  Giving versus taking.  Love of others 
versus self-love.  Only in that manner can we 
come closer to Hashem. 
 
Humility and modesty means admitting that I 
cannot do it alone.  I need HKB”H.  That is the 
deepest connection.  Ego is “I did.”  That 
separates us from HKB”H.  A life of humility and 
modesty is so beautiful.  A person who lives with 
humility and submissiveness, who does not 
consider himself better than anyone else, can 
relate to others with tenderness, love.  One, who 
reaches out to other people with patience, 
kindness, love and without condescension will 
be well received, well regarded and well heeded. 
 
“He called to Moshe.”  The א is written smaller 
than the other letters – hinting to humility and 
submissiveness.  When it was time to assemble 
the Mishkan, the parts would not fit together and 
the people could not erect the Mishkan.  Only 
Moshe Rabbeinu could put it together – he 
approached and the parts assembled on their 
own.  It happened in the merit of his humility 
and modesty. 
 
The Korban Mincha, discussed in this week’s 
parsha, is another reminder of how much 
Hashem loves humility.  This Korban was more 
precious to Hashem than any other Korban.  
Why?  Because it is the sacrifice of the destitute 
person who has nothing else to offer.  He takes 
the little bit of wheat that he owns, that was 
intended for his family’s meager sustenance, and 
offers it as a Korban.  When discussing animal 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Grant me generous eyes that gaze lovingly at every Jew – do not allow jealousy to govern me.  Look 
what happens to me, Father.  I come to a place of Torah, a place that I love, a place that normally makes me feel good and 
loved – and, unexpectedly, one person annoys me, another irritates me, I have no patience for a third person and I look 
negatively at the fourth and fifth people.  If I introspect a bit, I identify jealousy as lying underneath.  The sixth and seventh 
person no longer say hello to me even though we had once been very close and, rather than think positively about them, 
give the benefit of the doubt and be happy for the humiliation that I was allotted – I am hurt and bear ill will towards them. 
 
What will become of me, Master of the World?  At times, I long to run away and go somewhere where I know no one and no 
one knows me because it is so much easier to look generously at people who I do not know.  However, is this a solution, 
Father?  To flee from true inner toil?  How do I exchange my perspective and start to see everyone with benevolent eyes?  If 
this is hard for me, I must increase my tefillos and pleading for You to help me and free me from this torment! 
 
Master of the World, I am almost incapable of talking to you these days about other important things as I used to do almost 
exclusively because when things are not going well for me with other people, I cannot speak about anything else.  I can only 
beg and plead – Father, help me. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז  תשע" ה' ניסן                           – April 1, 2017 
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sacrifices the Torah refers to “a man who 
sacrifices.”  When discussing the Mincha offering, 
the Torah says, “a soul who sacrifices.”  The poor 
man who offers a sacrifice is left with nothing – 
as if he sacrificed his very soul. 
 
A person must regularly conduct introspection – 
move himself to truth, humility and modesty. 
 
HKB”H created man in His image and that is the 
very thing that is needed to bring the 
Redemption.  However, it can also bring 
destruction.  It is this very Divine image that 
allows a person the feeling that he understands, 
that he knows, that he has intellect.  Where does 
all of the technology and wisdom of the world 
come from?  From the Divine image.  A person 
believes in his own abilities, his own talents, his 
own plans – he gives advice and recognizes that 
he understands more than someone else does, 
etc.  Later, he receives a blow and he lowers his 
head saying, “Oy, I really do not know.”  This 
pattern repeats itself continuously.4 

                                                           
 באור פני מלך 4

There are things that are set, that come down 
from above – e.g. Torah, Halacha, safeguards, and 
what we call Daas Torah (Torah guidance).  
These are inviolable.  They are external 
unification because they come from outside of 
us.  They are the foundation of all of yiddishkeit.  
We cannot exist without them.  However, they 
are not enough.  HKB”H also wants our inner 
service – to connect to things in a deep way. 
 
Internal unification exists when a person 
concentrates while reciting Krias Shema and 
Shemona Esrei, when he invests a lot in peace at 
home and rearing his children.  It includes what 
he puts into himself – his joy, his connection with 
Hashem – on a constant basis.  He connects every 
small act that he does with emuna - he does not 
take credit himself (e.g. “thank G-d I succeeded, I 
am so gifted, I am such a good husband, I am so 
good at giving advice and I act so 
commendably”).  If he acts with humility and 
self-nullification, he builds this inner unification.  
If not, the results can be very grim. 


