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דבר  אל בני ישראל ויקחו לי תרומה מאת כל איש וכו‘
"Speak to Bene Yisrael, they should take for Me an offering from each man".

Our rabbis ask, why does the pasuk say "take for me" an offering; rather, it should have said "give"

for me? They ask further, what does Hashem need that we should give to Him? The Pasuk states in

Tehilim (24,1), "The earth is Hashem's and the fullness thereof, the world and they that dwell

therein". It also states, (95,5) "The oceans are His, He made them". Finally, it states in the Torah,

(Devarim 10,14) "The heavens and the upper heavens, the land and all within belongs to Hashem".

So what can He possibly need from mortal humans?

The Midrash answers, that it is the greatest desire for Hashem to have His divine presence

dwell amongst us. It is comparable to a father who adores his children. Therefore, Hashem told

Moshe to write in the Torah, "Please do me a favor" ויקחו לי  means do a favor for me. "It is for your

benefit that I should dwell amongst you to protect you and be of assistance for all your needs."

Giving to me is really taking and benefiting yourselves.

Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman Zt"l, in his sefer Ohr Yahel, explains this concept further. He

says that from here we can see how much Hashem loves the Bene Yisrael. He compares it to a

mother who is trying to feed her infant and the child refuses to eat. How much effort and cajoling

does the mother try in order to get the child to eat. And when the child does finally eat, what's

going on in the child's mind? "Look how good I am, look what I did to please my mother."

This parable is similar to our attitude in the performance of Torah and Mitzvot. We feel as if we are

doing the greatest favor to Hashem by performing Mitzvot. We think, "How much effort and time

I devote to studying Torah and giving Tzedakah!"  We don't realize that Hashem does not need our

Tzedaka or Mitzvot. The reality is, all we are doing is for ourselves and nobody else. How much

does Hashem do for us every second of the day- our health, clothing, food, & shelter plus all of the

worldly benefits 24 hours a day for a lifetime. How could anyone be foolish (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Terumah/פרשת תרומה
Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  5:10
Candle Lighting -  5:10
Shekiah - שקיעה / 5:28

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:54
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  3:15

- מנחה 4:30
- שקיעה 5:30
- שיחה 6:00
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enough to think that they are doing a favor to Hashem? Our Mitsvot are

only for our benefit in this world and the world to come. How much love

does Hashem have for us, giving us all our needs and yet pleading with us to fulfill the Torah and

Mitsvot in order to give us reward that is way above anyone's imagination: Eternal reward.

Another mistake that many of us make is, we think, "Why must we give so much Tzedaka or pay so

much tuition for the Torah education of our children?" The Mishna in Pirke Abot (3,7) answers this.

It states: "Rabi Elazar Ish Barbuta says, give to Him (by giving Tzedaka and performing Mitsvot)

from what is His, since you and what is yours, is His." One must realize that everything comes from

Hakadosh Baruch Hu and is given to us to use for one purpose; in order to serve him so that He may

reward us in this world and the world to come. To think that, "What I own is mine and I can do what

I want with it", is a mistake and comparable to the following parable. A father gave his son an

enormous amount of money in order to build his life and start a business. The son succeeded and

became very wealthy. As time passed, the father fell upon hard times and requested money from

his son, since he was in dire need. His son, after much deliberation finally agreed, but commented,

"Don't ever forget what I am doing for you!" Keeping this in mind, we should be so thankful to

Hashem for giving us so many opportunities to use our wealth and possessions that He gave us to

serve Him.

Our rabbis tell us that by giving and using our belongings for Mitsvot, it will protect us from  losses

and bring us great Beracha.

 Shabbat Shalom                               HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Rov Yosef was a very poor man monetarily, but he possessed two treasures, his two
sons, Yehuda & Aryeh Leib. They both loved learning and were progressing beautifully in their
ameilus, ahavas hatorah &  yiras shomayim. The boys were their rebbe’s pride and joy and
attended his shiurim  daily.

One day Rov Yosef was startled to hear that his boys were not in yeshiva. Frantically, he went
home to inquire about the welfare of his sons. Upon arriving home, Rov Yosef found his two
boys standing, waiting patiently as their mother was attending to household chores.

 “Why aren’t the boys learning?!” he asked, well aware of the value of  every precious moment
of learning. “Why haven’t they gone to their rebbe?”

 Their mother replied that their clothing  was very soiled ,as they each only has one shirt and
would not go to learn unclothed, the boys had to wait  for her to finish laundering them
before they could resume their studies.

Stories of Gedolim
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נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Rov Yosef couldn’t bear the thought. Every minute waiting
was Torah lost. He quickly took off his own shirt and put  in

both boys one in each shirt sleeve and sent them to their rebbe. The boys got the message
loud and clear. Rov Yosef was zocheh to have his boys grow up to be the famous Ketzos
Hachosehen, Rov Aryeh Leib Heller, and his brother Rov Yehuda who authored the  Kuntres
Hasfeikos.

Stories of Gedolim cont…

THE BOMBARDIER BEETLE
The Bombardier Beetle is a little bug, about a 1/2 inch in size.
Hashem designed this creature with a very unique defense
system- they actually shoot their enemies! If a predator gets too
close to them, they will be shot with an explosive burst of fiery
hot acid. When explained, it sounds actually like chemical
warfare.

When the beetle senses danger, it internally mixes enzymes contained in one body chamber with
concentrated solutions of some otherwise rather harmless compounds (hydrogen peroxide and
hydroquinons) stored in a second chamber. Harmless, that is, when they are not placed together.
Yet here they are, stored together—in the same chamber inside the beetle! Chemists cannot figure
out how it is done. The stored liquid was found to contain 10% hydroquinones and 25% hydrogen
peroxide (used in rockets). Such a mixture, will explode spontaneously in a test tube. Why not in
the beetle?

Apparently the mixture contains an inhibitor which blocks the reaction until some of the liquid is
squirted into the combustion chambers, at which time enzymes are added to cause the reaction.
An immediate, violent explosion takes place. The resulting products are fired boiling hot at the
enemy (at a temperature of 212°F (100°C]). Out goes an extremely hot jet of steam and minute
droplets of quinone solution. A noxious, boiling spray explodes outward. The fluid is pumped out
through twin rear nozzles, which can rotate like a B17's gun turret, to hit a hungry ant or frog with
a bull's eye accuracy. The beetle can aim those tubes out the back, out the side, or the front. This
enables him to defend himself on all sides! When the bombardier beetle discharges the acid, it
makes a popping sound.  This 'pop' was filmed in slow motion and it was discovered that it really
is sequential bursts. Why does the beetle shoot out in these short bursts? Since the beetle has
these tiny little legs, and if he were to shoot and it wasn't small bursts, his feet couldn't hold on
and he would blow himself right out of the picture...

How did the beetle know that hydroquinone and hydrogen peroxide, when properly mixed, would
result in a powerful explosion? How did it manage to manufacture those two chemicals? How does
it store them without their exploding in the storage chambers? Wouldn't atheists like to know.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal
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הלכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

The Laws of Returning Food onto a Stove on Shabbat (week 3)
תנאי היתר חזרה - Conditions required for

permitted Returning of Food Explained

1. גרוף וקטום - garoof ve’katoom
Blech
A) A precondition to allow Hazarah on- חזרה
Shabbat is to have a special covering over
the flame, known as the blech. Covering a
stove with a blech is the standard way of
giving the stove the status of גרוף וקטום-
garoof ve’katoom. Therefore, when all
conditions are fulfilled, one may return
cooked food onto a blech.

Hot plate
B) A non-adjustable electric warmer which is
used only to warm food, and not to cook, is
considered .garoof ve’katoom/גרוף וקטום
Therefore, when all conditions are fulfilled,
one may return cooked food to the electric
warmer.
C) An adjustable electric warmer cannot be
considered -garoof ve’katoom un/גרוף וקטום
til it is covered with heavy-duty aluminum
foil.
D) Warming Drawers, which have a knob to
adjust its temperature, have the same status
as an oven that is not garoof/גרוף וקטום
ve’katoom. Therefore, it is forbidden to re-
heat food in warming drawers on Shabbat.

2. שלא להניח על גבי קרקע The pot
may not be placed on the floor
A) A condition for one to be able to return a
pot of food onto a stove that is גרוף וקטום
-garoof ve’katoom is that the pot cannot be
placed on the floor, or any other area which
one normally places when finished cooking-
such as the refrigerator. Generally, when

one removes a pot of food from the fire and
places it on the floor, he does not intend to
put it back on the fire; the act of placing the
pot of food on the floor is considered a
break from the original status.  Therefore,
taking a pot of food - which has been re-
moved from the stove and placed on the
floor – and returning it back to the heat
source, may appear to be an initial act of
cooking, and is forbidden.
Placing a pot of food on the counter
top
[The following laws are applicable only for
Sefaradim]
B) According to some poskim, it is permissi-
ble for one to remove a pot of food from the
blech on Shabbat, place it on the kitchen
counter, and then return it to the blech. Ac-
cording to other poskim, however, the coun-
ter has the same status as the floor.
Consequently, according to this opinion,
one may not place a pot of food on the
counter and then return it to the blech on
Shabbat. Some poskim suggest covering the
counter top with a covering, which is not
normally used, such as a pot holder, then it
would be permitted to place the pot on the
covered counter, and then return it to the
blech. An alternative method is to place the
pot on the counter top, without removing
one’s grasp from the pot.
C) It is permissible for one to remove a pot
of food from the blech on Shabbat, place it
on the table, and then return it to the blech.
D) It is permissible for one to remove a pot
of food from the blech, place it on a
stovetop that’s fire is off, and then return it
to the blech.

Rabbi Michael Levy


