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ל"ג בעומר –פרשת אמור   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:   
Mazal Tov to our daughter, Tehilla, on her Bas Mitzvah!!! 

 

 
  

 

 אהרןמר אל הכהנים בני ד' אל משה א אמרוי"
)א, כא"(ואמרת אלהם  

“Hashem said to Moshe: Say to the 
Kohanim, the sons of Aharon, and tell 
them.” 
 
Usually the Torah says, “Say to the Kohanim” or 
“speak to the Children of Israel” – yet here, it 
says, “say… and tell them” – why the multiple 
terminology?  It indicates that nothing is more 
precious to HKB”H than purity.1 
 

 
 לדעת את ד'

To Know Hashem 
 
The greatest thing that can be given to a person 
is knowledge – knowledge of Hashem, emuna in 
Hashem, the ability to live the reality of Hashem.  
Only knowledge of Hashem provides a person 
with a good life in this world.  Rebbe Nachman 
taught that illuminating this knowledge in other 
people is the greatest compassion.  The worst 
suffering is the lack of intellect and knowledge to 
cope.  We must have empathy for others and 
illuminate this knowledge for them.2 
 
How is this connected to this week’s parsha?  
The holy Torah does not allow us to eat of the 
new crop before bringing the Omer to the Kohen.  
What does the Kohen do with this Omer?  He 
waves it to all sides.  Why?  By way of waving the 
Omer, the Kohen reveals that Hashem is 
everywhere and with everyone – even with 
those who have fallen and who are very 
distant from Hashem because of their terrible 

                                                           
 מדרש החדש 1
 ליקו"מ ח"ב ז' 2

deeds, G-d forbid.  The Kohen reveals that 
Hashem is still with, next to and close to them, 
constantly.  Just as he waives the Omer up and 
down – to the One to Whom Heaven and Earth 
belongs – and to all four directions – to the One 
to Whom all four directions of the world belongs.  
Through this, it is revealed and publicized that 
the entire world is filled with His glory.3 
 
Dryness of the soul is very difficult.  Yet, there is 
something even worse – when a person does not 
even feel that dryness in his soul, when he does 
not even realize that Hashem is concealed from 
him.  That is “the concealment within the 
concealment.”4  Concealment is when a person 
does not feel Hashem, it is hard for him and he 
cries out to Hashem: “What will be, I do not feel 
anything, everything is dried up, what will 
become of me, what is happening to me – how 
can I continue to live this way?  Hashem, I cannot 
bring forth any good from myself when You are 
hidden from me – I cannot daven when You are 
not with me.” 
 
Still, there is an even more grueling situation: 
When a person does not even recognize that he 
is in concealment – he does not even know that 
he does not know.  He does not realize that he is 
in trouble.  He does not grasp that he must cry to 
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Hashem, scream to Hashem, daven to Hashem.  
He has solutions to all of his problems – except 
for his real problem, his lack of knowledge.  He 
has solutions to seek knowledge – but he does 
not know what is hidden from him, he does not 
comprehend what he is lacking, he does not see 
how distant he really is.  We must have so 
much empathy for people who live a life that 
is disconnected from truth and do not know.  
We must have so much compassion on 
ourselves when we sometimes lose this 
knowledge. 
 
The Gaon, R’ Yaakov Ades, zt”l was exceedingly 
poor and endured much suffering.  On Lag 
B’Omer, 1936, his eldest sixteen year-old son, 
Avraham Chaim, died after minor surgery.  Even 
at that early age, Avraham Chaim was renowned 
for his Torah acumen.  R’ Yaakov was 
inconsolable – to the point that it affected his 
health and caused heart problems.  After several 
months, one night, he had a dream in which an 
old man handed him a letter that said, “Why do 
you involve yourself with Hashem’s secrets?”  
When he woke up, he understood that it was 
a message from Heaven that the tribulations 
that Hashem inflicts must be accepted with 
love, because Heaven’s calculations are 
beyond our comprehension.  Every event that 
a person suffers is part of Hashem’s plan and 
has a reason and an explanation - even if we 
usually do not comprehend.  It is incumbent 
upon us to have emuna and accept 
completely.  From that moment on, R’ Ades 
accepted whatever happened to him with love. 
 
When does a person attain complete knowledge 
and complete emuna?  When he learns to 
express gratitude for everything.  Everyone is 
capable of saying “thank You.”  Gratitude is a 
person’s greatest strength.  When a person finds 
himself in a most difficult situation – the thing 
that can help him is to say “thank You.”  He has to 
say, “Save me” – but, first, he should say, “thank 
You.”  If he expresses gratitude – he hastens 
his salvation.  For what does he have to be 
thankful?  He is in anguish right now – what is 
there to appreciate?  That is the very task – to 
know that there is nothing aside from Hashem.  

Hashem does everything and it is all for the best. 
Rebbe Nachman taught that when a person 
recognizes that all of the events in his life are for 
the best – it is an aspect of the next world.  It is a 
very elevated, amazing level.  When a person 
merits knowing that everything that has 
happened to him until now and whatever will 
happen from now on – every occurrence – is for 
his ultimate benefit – the knowledge itself is 
already an aspect of the next world.  Only when 
a person begins to praise, thank and sing to 
Hashem does he attain something elevated. 
 
Gratitude is the key that opens all of the 
gates.  Gratitude is light that disperses 
darkness.  It is completion of knowledge.  The 
Shulchan Aruch rules that one is required to 
bless on bad tidings, wholeheartedly and 
completely, just as he blesses on good tidings.5  
Everyone has a route in life that he must 
traverse.  Every route has descents, twists – 
there are tunnels that we must go through and 
they are very dark.  A person must prepare 
himself ahead of time – to know that this is how 
Hashem created the world – so that even when 
suffering arrives, he must first say “thank You.”  
The holy Baal Shem Tov explained the pasuk, “I 
have set (שויתי) Hashem before me always”6 to 
mean that one who has Hashem constantly 
before his eyes - maintains equilibrium (שויון) – 
ups and downs are all the same to him.  He sees 
that everything is compassion.  A person 
must daven throughout his life to accept 
whatever occurs, with love. 
 
Whatever we ask for and whatever we need is 
included in the first bracha of requests in 
Shemona Esrei – the bracha of asking for 
knowledge.  The first thing we ask for is 
knowledge.  When we have knowledge – we have 
everything.  “If you have knowledge – what do 
you lack... if you lack knowledge – what do 
you have?”7  A person must know that his path 
is unique and specifically for him.  No one else 
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has one like it.  In this week’s parsha, the holy 
Torah commands us  to count Sefiras Haomer – 
“You shall count for yourselves.”8  Why does the 
pasuk say, “For yourselves?”  Each person must 
count for himself – his own accounting.  “Master 
of the World – do not allow me to be someone 
that I am not.  Help me be myself – even if I am 
not as unique as I would like to be – even if I am 
a simple Jew – help me feel that I am an only 
child to You.  You have only one child like me – 
and that is exactly as You want me – with my 
successes, failures, challenges, difficulties – 
with my battle to be better and better.” 
 
Without comparisons.  We must not compare our 
circumstances to those of others – it causes us to 
become dejected and not value the thousands of 
small incremental motions that we should make 
– thereby achieving holiness.  Focus on yourself.  
"Avraham was one,"9 teach us not to be overly 
intimidated by people who try to dissuade us 
from serving Hashem, even tzaddikim who 
unintentionally make us feel inadequate.  We 
must act as if we are alone in the world.  Even if 
someone else davens Shemona Esrei for an hour – 
our Shemona Esrei is still precious to Hashem.  It 
is not nothing, G-d forbid.  Look at what a huge 
yetzer hora we have   - yet, we still fight, we still 
stand strong, we fall and get back up.  The truth 
is that every person has a different root, a 
different mission and a different correction in 
this world.  Therefore, we cannot compare any 
two people.  Every person has a different 
portion in creation that he must correct and 
for which he is responsible.  If he does not do 
it, no one will do it in his stead – it will 
remain in ruin.  Even if there are people who 
are greater tzaddikim than we are – they cannot 
do our part because we received our portion of 
G-dliness.  We cannot run away from it.  It is our 
correction.  It is our path.  It is what we have to 
correct. 
 
To know Hashem is to live with Hashem 
constantly.  We tend to live in the past and 
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agonize over the future while losing the most 
important matter – the here and now.  Our 
bond with Hashem is constant – in everything 
that we do.  The past is memories.  The future is 
mere plans.  What about the present moment?  
People tend to be unhappy with what they are 
doing now because they constantly think about 
other things, worries and stresses.  He may be 
davening – but he is thinking about what he has 
to do after davening.  Later, he is already 
thinking about the next task.  If you want to be 
happy, be happy in the place that you are and 
with the matter that you are engaged in.  
Focus on what you are doing and be happy.  It 
is an illusion that maybe it will be better 
elsewhere.  One who has emuna knows that 
Hashem is with him wherever he is.  Live the 
present moment – together with Hashem. 
 
Knowing Hashem is only possible if we speak 
to Him.  Hisbodedus creates the strongest 
bond.  When a person accustoms himself to 
speak with Hashem – the resulting spiritual 
delight is indescribable.  The heart of serving 
Hashem is tefilla.  All of our deficiencies are 
designed to motivate us to open our mouths 
and turn to Hashem.  When a person 
understands that he cannot correct his 
character traits on his own, cannot overcome 
his illicit desires on his own, cannot 
overpower his yetzer hora on his own – when 
he understands this, he does not stop 
davening or begging Hashem to help him.  
“Help me not to get angry, help me guard my 
eyes, help me not be degraded by base urges.  
Help me want only You.  Help me to 
constantly feel the sweet taste of holiness and 
not seek other flavors.”  A person, on his own, 
cannot overpower his yetzer hora.  “A 
person’s evil inclination overwhelms him 
daily … were it not for Hashem’s assistance, 
he could not prevail.”10  When a person 
comprehends this – he does not cease 
speaking to Hashem. 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me be more sensitive to the distress of others.  When someone approaches me and wants to talk 
to me – to leave everything and give him all the time he needs.  Even if I came to yeshiva late and I only have a few minutes 
to learn – I must give him time, because he is in pain.  Help me do this wholeheartedly – to detach myself from what I am 
dealing with and to be “all ears.”  Help me pay attention to what comes out his mouth and not think about solutions while 
he talks, not to think about how I will answer him.  Help me imagine what he is going through – as if it is happening to me, 
G-d forbid, so I can truly feel his pain. 
 
Master of the World, so often, people approach me and I give the impression that they are disturbing me; that I have a lot to 
do.  It is the opposite of You, Father – You are always available to listen to us, help us.  You are never tired of us.  Help me 
chase opportunities to do kindness and favors for others.  Help me live a life of giving and chesed, a life of love of others.   
 
Help me always be available for others, even if I am in middle of something – because we are always in middle of something.  
That is how we come into the world and how we leave it after 120 years – in middle of something.  Help me be like You, 
Father in Heaven – love everyone, listen to everyone, have compassion on everyone, do chesed with everyone. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז  תשע" י"ז אייר                        – May 13, 2017 

For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us 

 

 ל"ג בעומר
Lag B’Omer 

 
R’ Shimon bar Yochai (Rashbi) is the secrets of 
Torah.  It is not necessarily understanding – just 
feeling.  Without understanding – we light 
torches.  Not knowing why, we sing – songs 
written for Rashbi.  Without knowing why, little 
children come for haircuts at three years-old.  
Why?  Why do we cut hair by Rashbi?  All of the 
merit of making peyos, all the holiness – why is 
this connected to Rashbi?  We do not know why 
– we just feel. 
 
Lag B’Omer – the yahrzeit of Rashbi – is a holiday 
- every year anew - it is an enlightenment that 
will never end.  Like Purim, which always falls on 
the same day of the week as Lag B’Omer - on the 
hillula of Rashbi, all of the gates are opened and 
we receive such illumination, strength and 
abilities that it is indefinable how much we can 
receive on this day.  Rashbi came to draw down 
the inner essence of Torah, which is the greatest 
light.  What is the inner essence of Torah?  It 
is the delight of being connected to Hashem.  
It is the delight that you love Hashem and 
Hashem loves you. 

When Torah remains superficial – we have no 
strength, we take shortcuts.  We have less vitality 
and are thereby, distanced more.  When there is 
no inner essence – everything is more difficult 
and heavier.  Inner essence is joy – like the 
torches that are lit on Lag B’Omer.  It is a fire, 
it is excitement, it is dveykus (clinging) to 
Hashem – it constantly reaches higher, like 
fire.  When a person is enthusiastic – things get 
better for him.  He is no longer disgusted by life.  
The tzaddik ignites us with the fire of love for 
Hashem.  He reaches the highest places but 
remains connected to the simplest Jew.  He 
revitalizes him, warms his heart, gives him 
hope and reveals the element of G-dliness 
within – the element of connection to Hashem 
and desires and longings.  All of the 
sweetness that we find in Torah comes from 
that element.  We require air, life, positive 
feelings, joy, and the soul in everything.  We 
receive this from the secrets of Torah, the inner 
essence, Rashbi.  It draws us.  We feel it in the 
soul. 
 
On Lag B’Omer, we receive the knowledge that 
Hashem makes no mistakes.  He knows very well 
how to conduct the world.  


