
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

What are at least two connections between  פרשת מקץ and   

 ?חנוכה

Answer: 

1. There are 2025 words in מקץ, during Chanukah we light a נר 

which is 250. There are 8 nights of חנוכה, this equals 2,000. 

The Yom Tov starts are the 25th day of the month. 

2. In Pharaohs dreams the smaller and weaker images  

swallowed the larger  and stronger ones. In the miracle of 

 the weaker and smaller ones overcame those who חנוכה

were more numerous and stronger. 

This week’s Question:  

Aside from Yocheved being the 70th 

soul associated with Yaakov, there are 3 

other possibilities as to what the Torah 

meant when it wrote the number 70.  

Can you guess them? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a zechus for their 

children to grow up into Yidden that bring Hashem 

tremendous nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

The parsha begins with Yehudah 
and Yosef having a standoff. The 
pasuk describes how Yehuda 
approaches Yosef. The Vilna Gaon 
finds a conversation between 
Yehuda and Yosef hidden in the 
trup of the first pesukim of the 
parsha. Yosef askes Yehuda , ‘why 
are you stepping forward to protect 
Binyamin. Shouldn’t that be the job 
of one of your older three 
brothers’? The trup of the first 
three words in the parsha allude to 
this question. The trup is Kadma 
V’Azala then Munach Revi’i which 
can be translated as the fourth one 
got up and came forward. Yehudah 
responds that I am coming forward 
because my Olam Ha’ba is at stake. 
This is alluded to in the next few 
words, which have the trup munach 
zarka then munach segol. Zarka 
means I threw my munach, my 
place, in the segol which means the 
place of the am segulah Olam 
Haba. This is why I am confronting 
you and not my other brothers . 
 

The Way You Say It… 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  ויגש                   

Planting the Seeds 

There is a famous saying that the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.  It is not just an adage.  Children 

develop habits and attitudes based on what they see in their homes. The way a parent reacts to 

situations is most probably the way a child is going to react.  There are many examples of this 

throughout the Torah. For example the Torah (Breishis: 34, 1) describes Dina as “bas Leah” instead of 

bas Yaakov. Rashi explains that Dina went out into the street to see what was doing, as she learned 

this conduct from her mother who also went out to greet Yaakov (See Breishis 30-16).  

When Yosef reveled himself to his brothers he sent everyone out of the room so as not to embarrass 
them. He also made another huge sacrifice. He arranged  never be alone with Yaakov Avinu,  for the 
remaining 17 years of his  life, so as not to be put in a situation where he might tell his father about 
what really happened. Imagine! Yosef spent the first 17 years of his life constantly next to his father 
learning everything that Yaakov learned in Yeshivas Shem Vaver, and then was separated  for the next 
22 years alone in Egypt.  He now has the opportunity to rekindle his relationship by learning once 
again, alone, back with his father. 
However Yosef does not!  Instead, he deprives himself of that privilege in order to ensure his brothers 

dignity.  Just so Yaakov would not ask him, “What Happened?” 

Where did he get this mind set, to sacrifice so much opportunity in order to spare someone from 

embarrassment? I would like to suggest that he gleaned it from his mother Rachel. In her 

magnanimous concern for her sister’s dignity, Rachel gave over the secret signs she had arranged 

with Yaakov.  By doing so she potentially forfeited her chance to marry Yaakov Avinu and build the 

Jewish nation. However, she made a decision that the honor of her sister was of took precedence, 

even if it meant giving up on something she very much wanted. Yosef made this same decision, and 

he gave up the possibility of learning much Torah from his father for the sole reason of being 

concerned with his brother’s dignity.  Here we see a powerful example of the affect our attitude has 

on our children. 



Rav Shimon Schwab zt’’l notes that there is a change in mood between these two sedros. At the end of Miketz, 
Yehudah appears to be feeble and resigned to his fate, whereas at the start of Vayigash he is ready for all-out war. 
When we read these sedros we often overlook this point as there is a week between them, but in the Biblical 
narrative this is all part of one episode. If so, then why did Yehuda’s attitude change so suddenly? 
The answer lies in one short line where Yehuda recalls that he had personally guaranteed Binyamin’s safety, ‘for 
your servant took responsibility for the youth...’ [44:32]The acceptance and awareness of responsibility is perhaps 
the greatest motivating factor possible. When we feel personally invested in a cause, when we realize that the 
buck stops with us, then we stand up for what we believe in and ensure that the job gets done, come what may. 
(Rabbi Yonasan Roodyn)  
 

  In this week’s parsha, Yosef revels himself to his brothers and then tries to console them regarding the events 
which led up to this meeting.  He tells them not to worry, that it was all min hashamyim.  Yosef says “and now 
don’t be depressed”. There is a saying that is said in the name of chaham echad  which says ‘the past is gone, 
the future isn’t here yet, and the present will be gone in the blink of an eye, so why worry’. This concept is 
alluded to in what Yosef said to his brothers. If you focus on the now there is no reason to get depressed.  This 
is really an eitzah tova for everyone to avoid getting B’atzvus . Focus on the present. Don’t dwell on the past 
because it is done already. To worry about the future is also counterproductive, because maybe it will be 
better. Therefore, you are left with the present and that could change in the blink of an eye. 
 

 

 Full Circle  

Before the brothers return to their father, Yosef gives them all gifts.  However, Yosef gave Binyamin an extra gift of 300 

pieces of silver. This is very troubling since we know that the feeling of animosity amongst the brothers towards Yosef 

was due to the fact that Yaakov gave Yosef the kesones passim. How could Yosef make the same mistake and show 

favoritism towards Binyamin? The Rabbeinu Bachya quotes a Gemara in Gittin that if one sells his slave to a non- Jew we 

fine him up to 100 times the amount that he sold him for. Yosef really wanted to give all the brothers 300 pieces of silver. 

However, they had to pay this fine. The brothers sold Yosef as a slave to non-Jews for 30 silver pieces. The fine for that is 

3,000 silver pieces. There were ten brothers that sold him. Therefore, each brother needed to pay 300 silver pieces. 

Binyamin, however, was not there at the time of the sale so he did not have to pay. The brothers understood that 

Binyamin’s gift reflected no special favor. 

 פרשת  ויגש  
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