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Born As Hashem’s Property 
 

ויהי אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים נסה את אברהם, ויאמר “ 22:1

 ”אליו אברהם ויאמר הנני

“And it happened after these things and Hashem 

tested Avrohom; and said to him, ‘Avrohom,’ and he 

replied, ‘Here I am’.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is about to test Avrohom 

Avinu with the Nisoyon of the Akeidas Yitzchok, a truly great 

Nisoyon – for Avrohom to Shecht his son.  The Posuk tells us that 

this Nisoyon came, “After these words.”  Rashi explains that the 

Posuk is referring to the words of the Satan.  The Satan was accusing 

Avrohom, for he said that Avrohom made a big banquet (21:8) when 

Yitzchok was weaned, but did not even bring one Korbon.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu responded to the Satan, that he made the banquet for his 

precious son – “Watch, I will tell him to sacrifice his son to me, and 

he will do it without any qualms.”  How are we to understand these 

words of Rashi?  What is Hakodosh Boruch Hu answering to the 

Satan – why in fact did Avrohom Avinu not bring a Korbon to thank 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu for having Yitzchok?  The fact that Avrohom is 

willing to sacrifice his son, does not answer why he didn’t bring a 

Korbon.   

 “After these things” – after Avrohom became great and 

minister, and the other kings sealed covenants with him.  After 

Avrohom became very important in the world, this test came to see if 

even after he became powerful on the world scene, would he still 

fulfill the Rotzon Hashem without question. (רבינו יוסף בכור שור) 

 When the Satan came to complain that Avrohom did not 

bring a Korbon, why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu respond with giving 

Avrohom the test of Shechting his son?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

demonstrating to the Satan why in fact Avrohom did not need to 

bring a Korbon.  When Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives someone a gift, 

they should be joyous with the gift, and bring a Korbon to thank 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Avrohom was a great Tzaddik and did not see 

Yitzchok as a gift for himself.  Rather he saw Yitzchok as a way to 

continue on the Name of Hashem – and that Yitzchok was Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s, not his own.  The Satan says, Avrohom made a party 

but didn't bring a Korbon.  Hashem responded, the reason that he 

didn't bring a Korbon was because Avrohom gave his son, Yitzchok, 

to Hashem.  To prove that as far as Avrohom is concerned Yitzchok 

was not his, Hashem said that He will tell Avrohom to Shecht 

Yitzchok and you will see that he will listen to the command 

implicitly, without any questions, because Yitzchok is Hashem’s.  

Being that Yitzchok was Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s, Avrohom did not 

need to bring a Korbon for him.  (בן יהוידע) 

 Avrohom Avinu did not bring a Korbon after the birth of 

Yitzchok because Yitzchok was the first one to have a Bris Milah at 

eight days old.  There is no greater Korbon than that, as Chazal say 

that the Mitzvah of Milah is as if one built a Mizbe’ach and brought a 

Korbon upon it (Bereishis Rabbah 48:4), while others say it is like 

bringing Ketores, which is even greater than a Korbon.  Others 

explain that the Seudah that Avrohom made when he weaned his son 

Yitzchok was a like a Korbon.  Arizal Yuma 71a – One who wants to 

do Nisuch Yayin on the Mizbe’ach should fill Talmidei Chachomim 

with wine. (באר משה)     

 “Now, withstand this Nisoyon, so that it should not be said 

that the other Nisyonos did not count.”  It seems from these words, 

that this Nisoyon of the Akeidas Yitzchok was a greater Nisoyon 

than all the rest.  Why was this Nisoyon greater than when Avrohom 

was cast into the fire, or the Nisoyon of a Bris Milah when he was so 

advanced in age and may have caused his own death?  What made 

this Nisoyon the greatest was that Avrohom did it with complete joy 

from beginning till the end, although his Midah was one of 

Rachmanus. Another thing that made Avrohom’s actions here so 

virtuous, was that he did not see it as if he was doing anything 

major, rather he saw it as another regular day in serving Hashem.  

 (בן איש חי)

 Avrohom was told by Hakodosh Boruch Hu to bring his son 

as a Korbon.  The test was to see if Avrohom would have doubts, and 

perhaps think that what he thought Hakodosh Boruch Hu had said 

was not really accurate.  Being that Avrohom did not receive a clear 

Nevuah (as Chazal tell us that only Moshe Rabbeinu saw clear 

Nevuah) he would think that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not really say 

that he should Shecht his son – and not gone through with it.  

Avrohom had no such thoughts - he was commanded to Shecht his 

son, and he never wavered from it. ( ג"רלב ) 

 Certainly Avrohom Avinu would not hesitate to perform 

the Rotzon Hashem.  Avrohom Avinu has been listening to 

everything Hashem had told him.  He made him rich, saved him from 

Pharaoh, Avimelech, gave him a son when he was 100 and his wife 

was 90, etc…  Avrohom Avinu certainly knew that Hashem is in 

control of this world.  If Hashem wanted Yitzchok to die, He can kill 

him any way that He wants to.  What would Avrohom be 

accomplishing by not listening to Hashem?  What was this great 

Nisoyon of the Akeidas Yitzchok?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed a 

miracle and Sarah, at ninety years old, gave birth to her first and 

only child, Yitzchok.  Avrohom Avinu was told by Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu that Yitzchok was going to be called his progeny, and Klal Yisroel 

would come from him.  Then Avrohom is told that he should take 

that very son, and bring him as a Korbon.  This test was not to see if 

Avrohom would listen to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, rather to see how he 

would react.  Avrohom could have asked a question - "Hashem, 

whatever you say I will do, but I have a question.  You told me that  כי

 that the generations through Yitzchok are going to - ביצחק יקרא לא זרע

be called my children.  Why do You want me to Shecht him?”  

Avrohom passed the test by not even asking this question.  He went 

forward with fulfilling the Rotzon Hashem willfully and happily – no 

questions asked. (חתם סופר) 

 Avrohom Avinu was certainly prepared to do anything and 

everything for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Much more than that, he did 

not see anything as his.  His entire existence was nothing more than 

to serve Hashem, be it through giving his own life, or Shechting his 

dear son.  His life’s goal was to serve Hashem, and as long as he was 

doing that, he was completely joyous.  He was happy to have the 

Zechus to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in any way possible.  Avrohom 

made a banquet when he weaned his son, and had invited others. 

While he may have not brought actual Korbonos even that Seudah 

was for Hashem.  

How did Hakodosh Boruch Hu prove that Avrohom Avinu 

did nothing wrong by making a banquet, and not bringing a Korbon 

to Hashem? Without even asking Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

understand the test of Shechting his son – which on the surface is 

perplexing why Hakodosh Boruch Hu would tell him to Shecht this 

son whom Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave him miraculously – he went 

happily to Shecht his son. This is proof positive that Avrohom did 

nothing wrong, for being that all of his actions were for the sake of 

Hashem, so too was that banquet. Whether that banquet was also 

considered as bringing a Korbon – the bottom line is that all of his 

actions and thoughts were completely for Hashem.  At no point on 

the way did he think of asking why he should do it, or ever 

contemplate retracting.  He was serving Hashem, and that made him 

happy.  There is a great lesson to be learned here – we must serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in any way we can and are told – whether we 

understand it or not.  Additionally, we must recognize the great 

Zechus it is to be able to serve Hashem – and therefore should do so 

joyously.  May we be Zoche to make all of our actions be performed 

for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   


