
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Another Perspective - פרשת שמיני

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

('כג - 'ט) אהל מועד ויצאו ויברכו את העם ויבא משה ואהרן אל  
 

 

Moshe and Aaron entered the Ohel Moed and they left and they Benched the people 
 

At first glance this seems to be an uncomplicated Possuk with a very simple storyline. 
But the Meforshim are puzzled by this particular entry into the Ohel Moed; “Why did 
Moshe and Aaron enter the Ohel Moed now?” they ask. 

Rashi brings the following from a Medrash. Aaron was upset because he noticed that 
even after he had offered up Karbonos in the Mishkan, Hashem had still not yet rested 
His Shechina there. Aaron said to himself, “I know Hashem must be angry with me and it 
is because of me that He has not yet rested the Shechina.” Then Aaron turned to Moshe 
and said to him, “Moshe my brother, why did you do this to me? You embarrassed me 
by putting me in this role and Hashem is obviously unhappy with me!” 

Immediately, Moshe entered the Mishkan with Aaron and they davened to Hashem and 
the Shechina came down and rested on the Mishkan. 

This Medrash itself surely needs explanation. It is clear from the Meforshim that the 
Shechina was always only going to come down and rest as a result of a Teffila. If so, it 
was anyway necessary for Moshe and Aaron to Daven in order for the Shechina to come 
down so why did Aaron become so upset when he saw that the Shechina had not yet 
come down? Secondly, does it not seem out of character for Aaron Hakohen to become 
so personally upset with Moshe for embarrassing him in this way? 

Meforshim explain that Aaron lived constantly with the guilt of his role in the Chet 
Haegel on his heart. It is obvious therefore that when he saw that the Shechina had not 
come down to rest, his first reaction was to think that it was his fault and because of his 
role in the Egel. He didn’t speak to Moshe in that way because he was angry with him 
Chas Vesholom; rather, he was venting his own grief and guilt that he felt he was to 
blame for the lack of Shechina. 

Aaron saw the whole thing from his perspective of guilt and shame for the Chet Haegel. 
He wasn’t able to see it straightforwardly. Moshe on the other hand understood simply 
that Hashem wants them to Daven for His Shechina to come down and so he went with 
Aaron inside and they Davened. 

From here we can learn a very important lesson. It is important for one to seek another 
person’s perspective on matters. No one should feel comfortable relying only on their 
own gut reaction because it will likely be slanted towards their own personal and 
internal frame of reference. An outsider can view things very differently and more 
objectively. 

This is true in general matters but also in Torah learning too. When one discusses a 
question or an answer with another, one’s mind is broadened to a greater degree and 
one is able to understand it differently. 

This also underscores the Mishna in Avos - Knei Lecha Chover. Get yourself a good 
friend who you can share things with and sometimes receive a refreshing second 
opinion on things. 

As we are now in the mourning period of the Omer, we remember how the Talmidim of 
Rav Akiva did not show each other enough respect. We should learn from the above 
Possuk and Medrash how important it is respect the opinion of others both in their 
learning and in their general views.  

In the end, we only stand to gain. 

And of course, such an inclusive approach is a wonderful way to draw us near to our 
Kabolas Hatorah, as one united Klal Yisroel respectful of others and of their different 
perspectives. 


