
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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 ָּתִביא ֶּכֶבׂש ֶּבן־ְׁשָנתֹו ְלֹעָלה ּוֶבן־יֹוָנה אֹו־ֹתר ְלַחָּטאת     [12:6] 

 
 

 

She shall bring a sheep within its first year for an oloh and a young dove or turtledove for a 

sin-offering 

After a lady gives birth, she waits a prescribed amount of time and then she brings a korban 

chatos (a sin-offering) and a korban oloh (a burnt-offering).  If she has the financial 

wherewithal, she brings a lamb for the oloh and a ben yonah (young dove) for the chatos.  If 

she cannot afford an animal, then even for the oloh she can bring a bird.  The obvious 

question is why does the Torah require only a bird for a chatos, even from a lady who can 

afford an animal, the latter being the norm for a chatos?  The Meshech Chochmo explains 

that a chatos is brought to be mechaper (atone) for an aveiroh (sin).  What possible sin did 

this mother commit during childbirth that she is required to bring a chatos?  The Gemoro in 

Maseches Niddoh [29] states that during her intense labour pains, the lady might have made 

an oath never to have relations with her husband again; thus she brings a korban (offering) 

to atone for and nullify such an oath.  According to the Meshech Chochmo, the yonah is a 

bird that is known for its extreme and unbending loyalty to its spouse.  Therefore, even if 

the mother can afford a more expensive korban, for this particular aveiroh, the yonah is the 

most appropriate offering to atone for her sin.  The Kli Yokor offers a different explanation.  

He suggests that the atonement is not for the lady, who has just given birth.  Rather, it is for 

Chavoh - the first woman.  Given that pain from labour and childbirth is a punishment for 

Chavoh's sin, in eating from the Aitz HaDaas (the Tree of Knowledge), the lady, delivered of 

her new-born, brings a korban now to atone for Chavoh.  After experiencing all the 

discomfort of her pregnancy and labour, she wishes to bring an end to this suffering for 

womankind and thus brings a korban chatos. 

 

 

[The affliction] having turned completely white, it is pure 

The Gemoro in Maseches Sanhedrin informs us that ayn ben Dovid boh ad shetis'hapech kol hamalchus le'minus – Moshiach will not come 

until the world is ruled by apikursus (warped, self-interested philosophy at odds with normative Jewish beliefs and values).  Rava says this 

is seen in this possuk from parshas Tazria, which describes that once a person is completely covered by tzora'as (spiritual leprosy 

manifested on the body), he is tohor (pure).  Similarly, when the world is totally covered by the tzora'as of apikursus, it will become tohor, 

creating the necessary environment for the heralding of the Ultimate Redemption.  Rav Shimon Schwab explains the reason for this 

seemingly contradictory phenomenon.  He says that the world was created by Hashem who is kulo tohor (absolute purity).  He created 

tumoh (impurity) to challenge man to prove his ability to achieve and maintain purity through adherence to the Torah.  The whole … page 2 

 ֻּכּלֹו ָהַפְך ָלָבן ָטהֹור הּוא  [13:13]
 

מצורע-פרשת תזריע   
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השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

At the end of Parshas Metzora, the Torah 
explains how a zov becomes tohor from his 

tumah.  The three pesukim [15:13-15] have a 
total of 49 words mirroring the 49 days of Sefiras 
HaOmer, indicating that they are days to purify 
ourselves from the tumah of Mitzrayim.  Possuk 
13 opens with vechi yit’hor ha’zov mi’tumoso – 
emphasising the need to purify ourselves.  Then 
the Torah says, vesofor lo – the zov must count, 

just as we must count the days of Sefiroh 
ascending ever higher in spirituality. 
The 33rd word of the three pesukim 

is mo'ed, also the word used for 
Yomtov.  This represents 

Lag Ba'Omer. 
 

Rav Gershon Henoch 
of Radzin 

 

As for the live bird, he shall take it… 

Throughout the parshah of the taharas ha’metzora (cleansing of 

one who has tzora’as, spiritual disease that manifests on the 

body), in which the Torah describes the avodoh (ritual offering) he 

must undertake when the nega (affliction) goes away, all the 

passukim start with a vov connecting them to the possuk before.  

The lone exception is es hatzipor hachaya.  This possuk explains 

how the second of the two birds brought as an offering must be 

dipped in the blood of the first, before releasing it into the wild.  

The possuk immediately prior speaks about shechting 

(slaughtering) the first bird and putting its blood in a vessel.  It 

seems obvious that these two passukim are intrinsically linked.  

Why then is there no connective vov between them?  The Oznaim 

LaTorah explains that this deliberate omission is teaching us a very 

important lesson in tzaar ba’alei chaim (avoiding unwarranted 

pain to living creatures).  If one shechts a bird in the presence of 

another bird, the live bird will clearly become very scared at the 

sight of the other’s fate.  Therefore, these two birds must be kept 

separate when the shechitah is performed.  Additionally, the 

Oznaim LaTorah suggests you may even cause the second bird to 

become possul (unfit) for use for the dipping and sprinkling aspects 

of the purification ceremony.  The Torah specifically indicates that 

a tzipor hachaya, a live bird, is required.  The Gemoro in Maseches 

Chulin [140] adds that such a bird may not be a treifo (non-kosher 

as a result of certain internal defects).  The Shulchan Oruch in 

Yoreh De’oh [36] states that by shechting one animal in the 

presence of another, its lungs can dry out from the fear it 

experiences, rendering it a treifo.  Therefore, the Torah leaves out 

the connective vov, to make clear that the second bird is not 

connected in any way to the shechitah of the first. 

 

… power of tumoh is derived from the energy of 

tohoroh (purity), which it tries to weaken and deflect.  

If there is no tohoroh then tumah has no place and it 

simply disappears.  Once the world becomes 

completely full of apikursus, with no straight-thinking 

minds to counteract it, it will disappear on its own.  

When a person is totally overcome by tzora'as and does 

not have a single spot of pure, unaffected skin, the 

tzora'as no longer has anything upon which to act and 

is thus rendered ineffective.  Rav Shamshon Rephoel 

Hirsch adds that white is a distinguished colour, 

associated in the public consciousness with purity, 

righteousness, and innocence.  It is the colour of a 

special breed.  Only when every country turns to 

apikursus and each one cloaks itself in feigned 

righteousness, will the conditions exist for Moshiach to 

arrive and spread true purity throughout the world.  

The phrase ‘the world has gone mad’ is ever more aptly 

applied to the planet that we inhabit, yet as Jewish 

people we can view this as a further indicator of the 

‘birth pangs of Moshiach’.  May we be zocheh to 

witness the historic day when, as we say in our 

davening on the Yomim Noroim, vechol horisha kulo 

ke’oshon tichleh, all the wickedness in the world 

evaporates and dissipates like smoke and Hashem’s 

creation is restored to its original state of purity, 

bimheiro veyomeinu. 
 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

 

ַהַחָּיה ִיַּקח ֹאָתּהֶאת־ַהִּצֹּפר   [14:6]  
 


