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This week's פרשה continues to review the 
Yidden's travels and travails of their forty 
years in the desert. The פסוק writes that 
the forty years of traveling was to test the 
Yidden. The פסוק uses the words ענתך 
  .affliction and test :לנסתך

The next פסוק writes the word ויענך - 
afflicted, again, when describing the מן 
that the Yidden ate in the desert. The 
 adds that Hashem gave the פסוק
Yidden מן, something that they 
and their fathers didn't know 
about, to show them that 
bread alone doesn't sustain 
life; it is sustained by the 
word of Hashem. 

It is interesting to note that the תורה 
uses the word affliction to describe the 
Yidden’s travels and their מן in the desert. 
It is well understood that traveling is a 
painful endeavor, but what was painful 
about the מן? Also, the meaning of a נסיון 
is that one is given a test in which he can 
either pass or fail. If the participant is 

removed from the test before completion, 
it is not considered a test. The purpose of 
traveling forty years in the desert was 
meant to test those who were to enter 
 and those who were to die ארץ ישראל
there. But those who died weren't really 
tested, they were removed before the 
completion of the test. 

Also, the פסוק mentions that the Yidden 
and their fathers didn't 
know about the מן. Why 

does it matter if the fathers 
did or didn't know about it? 

 The following concepts will 
clarify these difficulties.  
Financial security in the 
secular world is as sacred as 

religion. Financial security according 
to the world at large is when one earns 
enough money to cover his expenses and 
to put aside extra at the end of the month. 
It is also vital for one to have a savings 
account in which a few months worth of 
income is saved so that he need not 
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worry and fall into debt in case of sudden 
unemployment. 

Another aspect of this belief is the ‘all or 
nothing approach.’ If one earns enough 
he is considered successful and if one 
doesn't earn enough, he isn't considered 
successful. This ‘all or nothing’ applies to 
every other aspect of life as well. One 
who achieves is considered a success 
story and one who doesn't, oh well. It is 
believed that success is created by one 
using his talents, fortitude, and skills. 
Even when one is given recognition for 
partial success, it is only because he will 
eventually achieve full success.

The secular understanding of financial 
security is a myth and  doesn't 
work . One who has been 
involved, and seen the 
financial markets, can tell 
that many who were 
very secure, went 
b a n k r u p t i n a n 
instance and were 
left penniless, even 
though they had saved vast 
sums. 

A Yid is very fortunate to have the correct 
and better understanding of financial 
success. One who knows, believes, and 
actually lives, that it is Hashem who 
makes one successful, has true financial 
security and success!  Hashem sustains 
and secures the sustenance of a person; 

that is true financial security. One needs 
to do his part of השתדלות, but with the 
clear understanding that its not his 
actions that creates success; it is 
Hashem. 

This concept is very difficult for one to live 
with, especially one who built up a 
successful business with toil and wit. 
There are some financially successful 
people who clearly see that it is not their 
actions that brought about their success, 
but others don't think that way. Many 
aspire towards financial security and 
success, yet don't achieve it, try as they 
might. They think that if they would 
change a few things, work harder, or 
invest better, they would succeed. 

This is the intent of the פסוק 
about the מן. It was painful for 
the Yidden to live forty years 
without having their own 
created financial security. 
Their only secur i ty was 

Hashem telling them that He will 
provide for them; which is 
essentially the only security 

there is. The Yidden received מן no more 
than what they needed. Even those who 
received larger amounts of מן, compared  
to others, couldn't boast about it, as it had 
nothing to do with their input. 

Nowadays, one needs to live with this 
concept; that Hashem provides all needs. 

The secular 
understanding of 

financial security is 
a myth and doesn't 

work.
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If one doesn't have something that he 
perceives is needed, obviously it's not 
needed. 

There is another facet in the realm of 
human success. Some may see parents 
as a hindrance to one’s growth, progress, 
and success. Even one who is fully 
connected to Hashem may think that it is 
his work that brought about his success, 
in spite of who his parents are. Many live 
their life trying to show that they are the 
extreme opposite of their parents or a 
better version of them. Unfortunately, one 
is in epic denial living like above. Every 
talent, ability, and subsequent success of 
a child is directly inherited from one's 
parents. This concept, that children's 
ability is directly from parents, is clearly 
stated in the ספרים on the פרשה. 

One’s success is from his parents, even if 
he achieves and is more  successful than 
them. It is dormant in his parents and he 
reveals this hidden ability and potential 
through his success. For example, a בעל 
who תשובה 's parents are secular , 
definitely achieved more רוחניות than his 
parents. However, he received the 
strength and conviction to do what's right 
from his parents; his parents have the 
 of seeking the truth which although מדה
didn't bring them to תשובה, it definitely 
brought their child to it. 

This is why the פסוק mentions the fathers 
and sons together with the concept of מן. 
Fathers and sons are one. It is in the 
realm of success that one needs to 
remember that his talents, ability, and 
strength are all from his parents. 

Someone was once runn ing the 
marathon and collapsed midway. As he 
was being carried away he gave a big 
smile and a thumbs up for the onlookers. 
Many wondered why he was so happy 
when he didn't even reach the mid point 
of the race. The runner however knew the 
real story. A year earlier the doctor had 
said that he would never walk again. He 
just proved the doctor very wrong by 
running even a simple mile. 

One is constantly presented with choices 
of right and wrong. Hashem wants to see  
one connecting to Him by choosing 
correctly. It is not about completing 
projects. It is not one's requirement to 
accomplish or finish. Many have difficulty 
starting a project if they can't finish. In the 
same way, one may often have the need 
to do something no less than one 
hundred percent. This stems from one 
having a vision or an agenda. When one 
creates a vision of how a מצוה or even a 
mundane task is supposed to look, it is 
then very difficult to do Hashem's will for 
he is blinded by his own vision. One may 
not hear and see the subtle messages 
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that Hashem sends him. Hashem doesn't 
need completion or perfection!

The Yidden who died in the desert before 
entering ארץ ישראל had a greater 
opportunity than those who entered. The 
former knew that all the travels will not 
lead them anywhere, yet they accepted 
that this is Hashem’s will. They were fine 
not to complete a full journey. They didn't 
have a vision or agenda of how their life 
was supposed to look. They knew that a 
partial journey, is for them a complete 
journey, for that is the will of Hashem. 

It is however very painful for one to give 
up his own vision and agenda. It is 
human nature to take control of one’s life, 
to the extent of him disregarding the will 
of Hashem, in the name of Hahsem. This 

is why the פסוק mentions pain when 
describing the travels of the Yidden who 

didn't enter ארץ ישראל. 

The פסוק also mentions that the forty 
years of traveling was to test the Yidden 
with keeping the מצות. Those who were 
able to travel forty years without 
questioning why, were indeed able to 
keep the מצות. One who lives with the 
concept of not having his own vision is 
able to do the will of Hashem! 

   

א גוט שבת


