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Parshas Terumah 

Make Yourself into a Mishkan 

R’ Shlomo Volbe once visited R’ Chatzkel Levinshtein 

to discuss an important matter. As he was leaving, R’ 

Chatzkel asked him, “Do you know that Hashem 

exists?” R’ Shlomo was surprised with the question 

and immediately responded in the affirmative. R’ 

Chatzkel once again exclaimed, “You really know that 

Hashem exists!” R’ Volbe replied yes. R’ Chatzkel 

concluded, “If so, when you go back to your Yeshiva 

make sure to inform the Bachurim that Hashem 

exists.” R’ Volbe relates that he spent two weeks 

trying to understand what it was that R’ Chatzkel 

wanted, “Finally I realized; it is possible for a Bachur 

to spend his whole day learning Torah and being 

involved in Avodas Hashem, and yet, be totally 

oblivious of Hashem’s existence. Indeed people have 

to be reminded that Hashem exists” (as recorded in sefer  יחי

 .(ראובן

This week’s Parsha primarily discusses the building of 

the Mishkan. Hashem proclaimed that He desired to 

dwell amongst us and thus we should build Him an 

abode. What was the catalyst of this desire? The  

)פרק י"ז( תנא דבי אליהו רבא  relates, “When Klal Yisrael 

accepted upon themselves עול מלכות שמים with simcha 

by proclaiming נעשה ונשמע, Hashem told Moshe that 

they should make a Mishkan so that He may dwell 

amongst them.” By saying נעשה ונשמע, we devoted our 

lives to Hashem and thus we were deemed fit to have 

Hashem rest amongst us. 

The )'נפש החיים )שער א' פרק ד points out that the Posuk 

does not say that we should make a Mishkan so that 

Hashem may rest in it. Rather, it says so that Hashem 

may rest in us. The purpose of the Mishkan was to 

teach us how to make ourselves into a Mishkan and 

have the Shechina rest on us. As the Mesilas Yishorim 

 ,in regards to the middah of kedusha says פרק כ"ו,

someone who disconnects himself from earthly 

temptations and connects his mind exclusively to 

spiritual thoughts, becomes like a Mishkan and has 

Hashem resting upon him.  

This is the purpose of the Mishkan, to help purify our 

hearts and minds to make ourselves into a Mishkan. 

This is a very high level to reach, but the closer we are 

to this level, the more we are connected to Hashem. 

Purim is the opportune time to attain this level. As 

explained last week, Klal Yisrael at the time were 

lacking in this area. Through the miraculous salvation, 

Klal Yisrael reconnected to this level and thus Purim 

every year has the spiritual energy to facilitate this 

connection. 

 It is important to know that the miracle only came 

about because Mordechai had already achieved this 

level of connection to Hashem. The Gemara מגילה י"ט 

says that the purpose of the Megillah is to relate what 

was the cause, what was the action, and what was the 

result. Why did Mordechai start up with Haman? It 

was because he made himself an Avoda Zara. What 

was the result? A neis transpired. The Gemara seems 

to indicate that the neis was a result of Mordechai 

defying Haman. How are we to understand this?  

Why did Mordechai defy Haman? Why didn’t he 

avoid confrontation by didapearing when Haman 

passed by? 

Chazal says that when Mordechai was asked why he 

didn’t bow down to Haman, after all ,Yaakov bowed 

down to Esav, amongst other things Mordechai 

replied, “I am a descendant of Binyomin who did not 

bow down to Esav, thus I will not bow either”. This 

answer is perplexing; Binyomin didn’t bow because he 

wasn’t born yet. Is Binyomin different than everyone 

else? Wasn’t Yaakov demonstrating that the proper 

conduct in such situations is to bow to the goyim?  

Before we answer this question I would like to relate a 

story. The Veitzner Rov, in his sefer מקדשי השם   relates 

a story that transpired with his grandfather, the Divrei 

Chaim of Sanz. One night after the Divrei Chaim was 

in bed, a drunken peasant broke into the house 
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brandishing a knife screaming in a drunken stupor that 

he was going to kill the Rabbiner. There was no way to 

negotiate with this drunk and he had full attention of 

carrying out his plan. How did the Sanzer Rav deal 

with this situation? He merely sat up in bed and stared 

the drunken man in the eyes. Instantly the man backed 

off and left the house.  

His family asked him, “How did you pull off this 

miracle?” He replied, “They only have power over us 

if we fear them. I was not afraid of him, thus he was 

powerless against me.” 

In other words; if one realizes that everything is in 

Hashem’s hands and that nobody can do anything to 

you against His will, you uplift yourself to the level of 

being under Hashem’s jurisdiction and thus are no 

longer under the goy’s. This idea was originally stated 

by Shlomo Hamelech in כ"ה,כ"טמשלי "חרדת אדם יתן מוקש ,

 .ובוטח בה' ישגב"

The Veitzner Rov concludes with the following 

personal account, “In Auschwitz there was one guard 

who was particularly cruel. It was known that if 

someone was summoned to his office, they would not 

come out in one piece. Usually they would leave the 

office half dead. One dreadful day I was summoned to 

that notorious office. The Nazi began to whip me 

mercilessly. Suddenly I recalled the story of my 

grandfather. I removed from my heart any fear of this 

Nazi and in its place connected myself to Hashem. 

Instantly the guard ceased his whipping and ordered 

me to leave the office immediately. Indeed if you have 

no fear of them, they are completely powerless over 

you.”  

Back to our question: I believe the answer is as 

follows: there are two modes of conduct possible in a 

troublesome situation. One can totally disregard the 

goy’s presence and instead fully connect himself to his 

creator. By demonstrating his lack of fear of the 

enemy, he is illustrating his strong belief in his creator 

and that no harm can befall him against Hashem’s will. 

This high level of Bitachon uplifts him above the 

jurisdiction of the goyim and connects him to Hashem 

thereby making him invincible, and making the enemy 

powerless. 

The second option is to bow to the enemy; make an 

effort to appease him and not to upset him.  

The first level is definitely more ideal, but it is only 

possible for people who have a close connection to 

Hashem. Yaakov definitely could have taken this 

route, however, he knew that מעשה אבות סימן לבנים, 

what he was doing now was establishing what the 

proper conduct is in such situations for all future 

generations. Yaakov realized that not all of his 

descendants will be on the level of following the first 

mode of conduct, thus he chose to do the second, and 

bowed to Esav. 

Binyomin was different; he had a very close 

connection to Hashem; he is the only one the Torah 

refers to as 'ידיד ה (this has to do with him being a son of Rochel as I 

explained last year in Parsha Toldos). This connection was handed 

down for all generations. Thus a descendant of 

Binyomin would be on the level of the first conduct. 

Thus Mordechai said that he is from Binyomin and 

thus he need not bow down to Haman.  

Chazal say that because Binyomin did not bow, the 

Kodesh Hakodoshim was built in his portion. In light 

of the above explanation we can understand this 

phenomenon. The Kodesh Hakedoshim is the location 

of the strongest resting of the Shchina on planet earth. 

Only in the land of someone who is strongly connected 

to Hashem is this possible. Binyomin; the one who 

need not bow because of his strong connection to 

Hashem, is worthy of having the Kodesh Hakodoshim 

in his land. 

Mordechai realized that at his level the proper conduct 

would be not to bow to Haman. At his level defying 

Haman did not pose any danger thus there was no need 

to even avoid confrontation. On the contrary; for 

someone on his level it would be appropriate to defy 

someone who made himself into an avoda zara. As the 

Gemara relates, the result of Mordechai’s action was 

that a miracle transpired. In other words; for us to be 

deemed worthy of a miracle we needed somebody on 

Mordechai’s level of connection to Hashem. 

Take advantage of Purim to attain whatever you can of 

this great level.  


