
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)מז:יב( ויברך יעקב את פרעה ויצא מלפני פרעה  
And Yaakov blessed Pharaoh, and he left Pharaoh’s presence (47:10) 
Why did Yaakov hurry to leave Pharaoh? The ‘Chassam Sofer’ explains that Chazal 

tell us in several places in the Gemara that we find a promise: “He gazed at him and he 
turned into a pile of bones”, where an Amora was able to kill someone by looking at 
them. The intent of this is that a Tzaddik – a righteous individual – takes the spark of 
holiness that the wicked individual might have. Yaakov Avinu was concerned that if he 
remained with Pharaoh even a little bit longer, he would have taken the sparks from him 
and he would have died. Therefore, he hurried to leave so that he would not cause his 
death. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

With Yosef's revelation to his brothers that he was Yosef (45:3), the brothers were able 

to answer all of their questions in regard to what happened to Yosef and why he, as the 

viceroy of Egypt, interacted with them as he did. Rav Shlomo Wolbe quoted Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein, who said that similarly, at the end of time, Hashem will reveal Himself and say, 

“I am Hashem”, and with that statement all of our confusion and uncertainty regarding 

situations that we experience or observe in our lives will be answered! 
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 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
5. Distance yourself from Rechilus— telling tales about others,  

                                                   as much as possible 
The Aveirah of Rechilus is very similar to the Aveirah of Lashon Hara. The Rambam 

(Hilchos Dei’os 7:2) defines Rechilus as one who ‘carries words’, or he peddles them to 

others. For example, one says, ‘this person said such-and-such a thing’, or ‘I heard such-

and-such about another person’. Even though the words may be true, the Rambam writes 

that this destroys the world. The Rambam adds, however, that the Aveirah of Lashon Hara 

is worse. The Raavad argues with the Rambam and says that Rechilus is worse because the 

one who speaks Rechilus ‘kills three’, while the one who speak Lashon Hara only ‘kills 

himself’. This is based on the Gemara in Arachin (15b) which says that Rechilus kills three 

people: the speaker, the listener, and the one who is being spoken about. It may be for this 

reason that the Rosh instructs us to keep away from this Aveirah as much as possible.  

Gedolim understand the dangerous pitfalls of Rechilus and Lashon Hara, and would 

Daven for help from Shamayim to keep them away from these Aveiros. There was a certain 

student that would always bring Rav Aharon Kotler, zt”l, a hot cup of coffee each day at a 

specific time. One day, the Talmid brought the coffee as usual, but when he passed by   

Rav Aharon an hour later, he noticed that the coffee had not been touched. He thought  

Rav Aharon might not have noticed it since he was engrossed in learning, and he brought 

another steaming cup of coffee for his Rebbe as the first cup was now cold. However, this 

one too, remained untouched. The Talmid was concerned and he asked his Rosh Yeshivah 

if something was wrong. Rav Aharon replied, “I am aware of a certain family that is 

making inquiries for a Shidduch concerning a young man who had once studied under me. 

If the family calls me, I will be in a difficult situation. I cannot say something that is not 

true, however, I also cannot say the truth about this young man, because the truth does not 

speak well for him. Therefore, I have accepted today as a fast day on myself, in the hope 

that in the Zechus of my fasting and Davening, this family will not ask me any questions 

about this boy!” 
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 לרפואה שלמה:

 אלעזר בן שרה

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל

האלכסנדר זושא בן עליז  
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a mistake is found in a Sefer Torah in the 

middle of an Aliyah and it is now Pasul to use, 

there are many different opinions and Minhagim 

as to what to do, and each Shul should follow 

their custom. In a place that has no Minhag to 

follow, one should follow the Shulchan Aruch 

and not say a Brachah on this Torah. Rather, the 

Laining should be interrupted immediately, and a 

new Sefer Torah should be brought out, and 

Laining should continue from the place they had 

left off. If the mistake is in the middle of a Pasuk, 

that Pasuk should be read again in the new Torah. 

A minimum of three Pesukim should be read in 

the new Torah, and if there are not that many 

Pesukim remaining in the Parshah, the reading 

should start a little further back so three Pesukim 

can be read. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:8) 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
A story is mentioned in connection to this 

week’s Parshah, on the section that discusses the 

area of land in Mitzrayim that Yosef designated for 

his family, where they could live separately from the 

Egyptians (45:9-10). The Rabbanim from Eretz 

Yisroel once sent a messenger to Tehran, Iran, to 

collect funds for the poor people of the Holy Land. 

This messenger was called a Shadar, which was an 

acronym that stood for the words ‘Shlucha 

D’Rabbanan’, a messenger of the Rabbis           

שלוחא דרבנן[ –]שד"ר  . This messenger began going 

around to the Jewish homes in Iran and after a few 

stops he noticed that everyone he met was depressed. 

He finally asked someone what happened, and it was 

explained to him that one of the Jewish residents of 

their town threw away his heritage and converted to 

Islam, R”L. He then went to the king of the land, an 

Arab, and told him that in the Torah of the Jews it is 

written: “The best of gentiles – kill”, which is 

actually found in Meseches Sofrim (Perek 15, 

Mishnah 7). Upon hearing this, the king sent for the 

Rav of the community and said to him, “You have to 

find a satisfactory interpretation of these words of 

Chazal, and if not, I will evict all the Jews from my 

country!” The Jews told the Shadar that they were at 

a loss for ideas and they did not know what to do. 

Apparently, the explanation of the words in Chazal 

is accurate, “The best of gentiles – kill!” The 

Shadar, who was a Talmid Chacham, immediately 

told them, “Don’t worry. I will go to the king and 

straighten everything out.” The Shadar went right to 

the king and said to him, “I will explain to his honor, 

the king, what the intent of our Chachamim, z”l, 

was, in this teaching. There are many similarities 

between the Jews and the Moslems: there is a day of 

rest— for us it is Shabbos and for you it is Friday. 

We have the holiday of Pesach and you have Pischa. 

We fast on Yom Kippur and you fast on other days. 

There is no difference between us except for one 

thing that you have that we do not have, and that is 

by us, since the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, 

our court system does not have the power to punish 

people with the death penalty for their sins and 

iniquities. However, you, who are living in your 

land, still have the death penalty and you can carry it 

out. It is in regard to this that Chazal have said, “The 

best of the gentiles”, meaning, what is the benefit 

and advantage that the gentiles have over the Jews? 

“Kill” – they have the capability to put to death 

someone deserving of it.” The words of the Shadar 

settled in the heart of the Moslem king and he 

calmed down, and the Jews of the kingdom were 

spared eviction due to the wisdom of the Rav! 
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 בס"ד

In Kedushah we say: Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, Hashem Tzevakos, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Hashem of Hosts. Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, explains 

the meaning of saying the word Kadosh three times. The Malachim, 

together with the Neshamos, the souls of the great Tzaddikim, praise 

Hashem in terms of ascending levels of Kedushah, holiness. According 

to this, the idea that the higher each person elevates himself towards 

Hashem, the better is his understanding of how holy Hashem is. This is 

so because Hashem, the ultimate Kadosh, the Holy One and Source of 

Kedushah, is so far removed from any of His creations, that one must 

ascend in levels of Kedushah in order to comprehend this. Therefore, we 

say the word ‘Kadosh’ three times to reflect this concept, and show that 

we are trying to climb the levels of Kedushah more and more to get 

closer to Hashem. Rav Schwab teaches that the greater one perceives 

Hashem, the greater Hashem’s Kedushah becomes! 

 

The Avodas Yisrael writes, “It is the way of kings to have musicians. 

When the king is happy, he doesn’t need a band to play for him, because he 

is in a joyous state. However, when the king becomes sad, he will call for 

his musicians to play music to make him happy. Similarly, since the       

Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, there is sadness, so to speak, before 

Hashem. We should therefore be musicians before Hashem and come before 

the King, without any depression or sadness, and strive to make Hashem, 

the King, happy. One can accomplish this by praising Hashem and learning 

Torah with joy.” During the Holocaust, people were amazed to see the 

Hasmadah, the intense learning of Rebbe Pinchas of Ustila, zt”l, the son-in-

law of Rebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz, zt”l. The anguish and the worries of 

the Second World War were unbearable. How was he able to he put aside 

all his pain and suffering and delve into learning Torah? When asked about 

this he replied, “People asked my father-in-law this very same question 

during World War I. They couldn’t understand how he had the peace of 

mind to study Torah during the war. He explained that during hard times, it 

is even more important to learn Torah, because as the Mishnah teaches, 

when a person has pain, the Shechinah of Hashem suffers together with 

him. If the Shechinah is suffering, what right do I have to complain? The 

least I can do is try to bring some joy to the situation!” We are being taught 

that learning Torah brings joy to any distressful event, as it makes Hashem 

happy. May this encourage us to bring more joy to the world and to Hashem 

by learning more Torah! 

 

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
The Kav HaYashar writes (93), “I have a true tradition: Whoever 

always has distress in his heart because the Shechinah is in Galus,     

will merit to receive the Crown of Torah!” 
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