
on Hashem for his sustenance ever again – and that 
is the greatest curse possible. Because it means that 
Hashem was saying to him: “I do not want to have 
anything to do with you again…”  

The mann was quite the opposite: It was all about 
a connection to Hashem. The mann fell each day, but it 
was limited to the amount that was needed for that 
day only. This meant that Klal Yisrael would have to 
constantly rely on and place its trust in Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu that He would provide them with their 
sustenance. Not only that, but Chazal teach us that 
the mann would come to each person in accordance 
to that person’s particular level in ruchniyus. The 
greater one was, the closer to his home the mann 
would fall. This meant that the mann itself inherently 
brought out not only the connection to Hashem, but 
how deep the connection was as well. It motivated the 
person to aspire towards an ever-greater connection. 

Chazal are therefore bringing out the following 
unbelievable thing: Klal Yisrael complained about 
the mann; so ‘let the nachash come, whose food is dirt.’ 
Its food is symbolized by dirt, because that is, in 
essence, the greatest curse: distance from Hashem. And 
let the nachash come and punish the ones who have 
the mann, a food that has so many wonderful tastes, 
symbolizing how it is essentially all about a connection 
to Hashem! 

What does Klal Yisrael need to do now in order 
to atone for their sin? They need to look towards 
Hashem and recognize that it is all about Him. 
Everything is from Him and everything is only about 
a connection with Him. Realizing that was the 
ultimate atonement and thus brought about their 
redemption. 

In life we have many blessings and many chal-
lenges. However in reality all of them are meant to 
accomplish one main goal: to bring us closer to Him alone. 
After all, what are we here for if not to come close to 
Hashem? That is our purpose in this world and the 
eternal goal for which we were created. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
 

 
 
 

 
•

 

 Connection to Hashem Yisborach 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              




When a person feels hungry, it is an opportuni-
ty. As interesting as it might sound, it is indeed an 
opportunity to focus on how much one needs 
Hashem, and on how close one can come to Ha-
shem—through food. 

Hunger is a miracle, as it allows us to know that 
our body needs to replenish its energy. At the same 
time, hunger allows a person to sense a feeling of 
dependency on the Creator and how our survival 
and sustenance is completely under His control. 
The need to eat and to find food every day is part of 
that same glorious opportunity afforded to the 
whole human race: to rely on Hashem. When we need 
to rely on Him, it forces us to constantly connect 
with Him; that itself is the greatest blessing possi-
ble.  

In our Parasha we find this lesson brought out 
beautifully: The Torah tells us how Klal Yisrael 
complained about the mann that they were being 
given from Heaven, and how Hashem punished 
them with a plague of snakes. Rashi tells us a very 
powerful statement from Chazal: “Let the snake, whose 
food is dirt, come and punish the people whose food is filled 
with many different tastes!” 

The obvious question on this statement is: Why 
do Chazal specifically speak about the snake and his 
particular diet? And why do we mention this aspect 
of the mann, that it had so many different tastes? 

Last year I had the great merit of hearing a live 
shiur via teleconference from R’ Yosef Elefant shlita 
of Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim, who beautifully 
explained as follows: The Nachash, the original 
snake, was cursed in that his diet was now going to 
consist of nothing but dirt. The question is: Why 
was this such a curse? Is it not a great benefit to 
have one’s food all around, available at all times?  

The answer given (by R’ Simcha Bunim of 
P’shischa and others) is that such a diet would 
mean that the snake would never have to rely on 
Hashem for his food; as his food is everywhere and 
anywhere. Never once would he have to ask or rely 


