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Now You Know 
After Sarah’s death, Avraham busied 

himself with finding a suitable wife for 
Yitzchak, and miracles ensued. 

Later, once Yitzchak was settled, the 
Torah tells us that Avraham 
remarried. He took Ketura, whom 
Rashi tells us was Hagar. 

The children he fathered from her 
were not considered his progeny, as 
HaShem had said, “Only 
[descendants] of Yitzchak shall be 
called your seed.” 

He had had a full life, married to 
Sarah, and they had accomplished 
much together. Why did Avraham 

need to marry? Was it simply for 
companionship for an old man? 

When HaShem created Eve, wife of 
Adam, He said, “It is not good for 
man to be by himself.” 

This was not only true for Adam, but 

for all men. It is important to have 
someone for whom to do things, who 
will help you grow, and find new ways 
to improve yourself. 

Though Avraham had established his 

place in history, and had seen to the 
continuation of future generations 
serving HaShem, he knew that as long 
as he lived there was room for 

improvement. 

 Thought of the week: 
By all means, marry. If you 
get a good wife, you'll become 
happy; if you get a bad one, 
you'll become a philosopher. 

         - Socrates 

 (A:HK TYwARB) „.HRWUQ hMwW HwA XQYW OHRBA FSYW‰ 
“Avraham proceeded and took a wife whose name was Ketura.”(Genesis 25:1) 

Though the simple understanding is that she was a different woman, Rashi tells us that 
Ketura was none other than Hagar, the Egyptian maid of Sarah who bore Yishmael to 
Avraham. After Sarah’s death, Avraham took Hagar back into his home as his wife and 
fathered more children with her. 

The explanation of her name is that her actions were like Ketores, pleasing incense. Also, 
Ketura is the Aramaic word for tied, and Hagar remained ‘tied’ to Avraham by remaining 
faithful and not being with another man since he had sent her away. 

The statement that her actions were pleasing like incense is curious, since earlier (21:14) 
Rashi comments that when it says she ‘wandered’ in the desert of Be’er Sheva, it signaled 
a return to her idolatrous ways. How then is she considered to have been pleasing? 

Some say that though she considered going back to the ways of idolatry, she didn’t actually 
do it and remained under the wings of HaShem’s countenance. Others say that though she 
did go back to idolatry at that time, she had since done Teshuva, complete repentance, and 
therefore she was considered righteous. The Kli Yakar adds that when one repents, his 
sins become merits and the fragrance of those merits rose to Heaven like incense. 

We find a great lesson here. Even though Hagar had her shortcomings and failures, 
Avraham took her back because he understood that the nature of tzaddikim is to fall and 
get back up again. One need not have always been perfect, but rather, it is more important 
that he is always looking to perfect himself. Though we may have strayed, if we seek to 
come back, HaShem will take us back as well. 

Then there is another lesson. Hagar was NOT Sarah, and she was not on that level. She 
would never come close to what Avraham had in Sarah, but he married her nonetheless. 
Instead of being stuck on the greatness of what he lost, Avraham found a new paradigm. In 
the current situation, Sarah was gone and there was no turning back the clock. He 
eulogized her but he did not remain in a perpetual state of mourning. He stood up and 
made the best of his situation. 

He understood that life is not about getting what you want but about wanting what you get. 
Whatever HaShem sends us is not bad, but best. It is the situation we need to be in to grow 
and improve and come closer to HaShem. In this case Avraham realized that meant taking 
Hagar as his wife even if she would never be another Sarah. He would go on, and he 
would not expect Hagar to become something she was not. 

By taking these two lessons to heart, to appreciate the good in others and yourself, and not 
to demand that everything go your way without compromise, you will be able to find the 
strength of Avraham the Ivri, who stood against the entire world in defense of his principles.  

The grave of R’ Yonoson ben Uziel, called Amuka, which means deep, because it sits in a low valley 
with a long, winding road to get to it, is considered an auspicious place to pray for finding one’s mate. 
One young man, traveling with his parents, had a list of people including himself for whom he wished 
to pray, both for shidduchim and to have children. 

When he got there, the road was washed out and their car couldn’t drive down. He wanted to walk in 
the rain but his parents were concerned about waiting hours for his safe return. He was annoyed 
when his mother asked, “Can’t you just daven from here?” because he knew it didn’t work that way. 

Then he caught himself. “I came 6,000 miles to daven here,” he thought to himself, and I’m not going 
to do it because of honoring my parents’ wishes. That has to be worth something.” He prayed from 
the spot where the car was and nearly everyone he prayed for got married or had children that year! 
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