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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in  getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh regrets to inform you of the passing of Professor Yishayahu Moshe Nebenzahl,

brother of HaRav Avigdor Nebenzahl shlit"a. Professor Nebenzahl was a senior physicist who worked in

the Israeli defense establishment for decades. He also wrote a Peirush on Iyov and Massechet

Menachot.

Rav Nebenzahl will be sitting Shiva at his home,9 Batei Machsei in the Old City.

Shachrit will be at Vatikin.

Mincha will be at 1:00 PM.

Maariv will be at 6:30 PM.

Visiting hours will be from 9:00 AM until after Mincha and then from 4:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

Rav Nebenzahl will be sitting until Monday morning after Shachrit.

BEREISHIT 5777

WHAT WAS WRONG WITH KAYIN'S OFFERING?

"After a period of time, Kayin brought an offering to Hashem of the fruit of the ground" (Bereishit

4:3). The first person in the history of mankind which the Torah relates that he wished to bring
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an offering to Hashem was Kayin. The Ramban explains that Kayin as well  as the others who

brought offerings in the early days of civilization (such as Noach) understood the hidden power

of  an  offering  and  its  ability  to  awaken  the  upper  worlds.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Meshech

Chochma  (beginning  of  Vayikra)  explains  the  reasons  posited  by  the  Rambam  and  Ramban

behind the mitzvah of bringing offerings, he explained that the offerings brought on the bamot

were intended to prevent the Jewish nation from worshipping avoda zara (see Rambam Moreh

Nebuchim 3:22). However the offerings in the Beis Hamikdash were to be a pleasing offering to

Hashem and to create unification in the worlds above. According to the Ramban the word korban

implies a closeness, bringing the unification and forces above close to us (Ramban Vayikra 1:4,

see also Rabaenu Bechaye there 9).

Some say that if we combine the words of Chazal (Pirkei D'R' Elieizer 31) that Kayin, and Adam

Harishon and Noach as well, brought their offerings on Mt. Moriah, the site of the Mikdash then

we now learn the initial  ones to bring offerings not only understood the deep meaning behind

offerings  and  the  pleasant  aroma  it  brings  to  Hashem  but  they  also  understand  the  most

auspicious place for it (see Meshech Chochma Bereishit 8:20).

If so, Kayin was the first of the brothers who felt an awakening to bring a gift to the King of the

world. Hevel felt this awakening only at a later stage, as the pasuk states: "and as for Hevel he

also brought of the firstlings of his flock and from their choicest (ibid. 4). The implication here is

that  Hevel's  offering  was  secondary  to  Kayin's  yet  the  Torah  informs us:  "Hashem turned to

Hevel and to his offering, but to Kayin and to his offering He did not turn". Hashem accepted

specifically Hevel's offering however the Torah does not explain the reason.

On the surface we would explain that Kayin's offerings should be more desirable for he was the

one who introduced the idea of giving to Hashem by giving something to the One Whom "the

heavens and the highest heavens cannot contain" (Melachim I 8:27). Even though we are already

accustomed to the idea that Kayin was evil and Hevel was the righteous one and therefore it is

obvious that Hashem does not wish to accept the offering of an evil person, but we must realize

that we are speaking about an event which occurred prior to when Kayin killed Hevel. At first

glance it would appear that Kayin was greater than Hevel with regards to the idea of bringing an

offering, which behooves us to try to understand why Kayin's offering was rejected (see Sichot

Mussar 5732, essay 7).

Perhaps already from the first offering described in the Torah, Hashem wishes to teach us the

most basic foundation in offerings and that is that the offering itself is  not an end but only a

means to an end. What is the goal of an offering? It is  to elevate the spiritual level of man -

Hashem has no desire for offerings in and of themselves unless it stirs a person to changing his

ways. Since Hashem saw that Kayin's heart was not as pure as Hevel's he therefore preferred

Hevel's, to teach future generations that Hashem desires the heart.

However based on the teaching of R' Yehudah Halevi in Kuzari (2:14), the answer to our question

is very simple - the initiative to bring offerings did not emanate from an inner desire to come

close to Hashem rather it was within the framework of a battle between two brothers over Eretz

Yisrael. When time came to divide the world among themselves, each of them had a desire for

Eretz Yisrael to be their portion. When they did not reach an agreement they decided to bring an

offering to Hashem, whoever's offering Hashem will accept will be sign that he is greater than his

brother and thus Eretz Yisrael will be within his share. Thus, explains the Kuzari, Kayin was so

angry that his offering was not accepted.

Why then did Hashem permit Kayin to kill Hevel - for the lesser of the two brothers to take the

life of the greater of the two? This is something which the human mind cannot grasp, but it is a

question that has plagued many throughout history - why do the righteous suffer and the evil

prosper?

Even so, perhaps we can sweeten this bitter fate with the teachings of the Kabbalists who taught

that Kayin did not succeed in removing Hevel from the world. The good soul of  Hevel  did not

disappear into thin air but returned in the guise of Sheis who was born after Hevel had already
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died.  Chava  therefore  carefully  chose  her  words  when giving him a  name:  "because Hashem

provided me another child in place of Hevel ..." (4:25). Sheis was not just any replacement for

Hevel but he arose "in place of Hevel" - the soul of Hevel returned to the world within the body

of Sheis. The soul of Hevel then returned within the body of Noach and in that manner although

almost the entire creation which had been destroyed following the flood, the lofty soul of Hevel

continued to exist (see Zohar 1:55).

Furthermore, say the Kabbalists, this pure soul continue to reach higher and higher levels for it

also merited residing in the body of Moshe Rabenu. Moshe Rabenu's name is spelled "mem, shin,

hei" with the letter "mem" standing for Moshe, "shin" standing for Sheis,  and "hei"  for Hevel.

These  people  were  all  reincarnated  in  the  soul  of  Hevel.  Interestingly,  there  is  no  "nun"

representing the name Noach. The reason for this is that during the days of Noach Avoda Zara

was  rampant  and  thus  his  name  should  not  be  alluded  to  in  the  name  Moshe  whose  entire

purpose in life was to eradicate Avoda Zara and to publicize belief in a single G-d.

For this reason when the Tanach describes Moshe's grandson as worshipping Avoda Zara, the

reason  does  not  apply  and  thus  the  letter  "nun"  appears  within  the  name Moshe  in  what  is

referred to as "tliya" - it is hanging and not on the same level on the line. Tradition has it that in

this  manner  we  are  told  about  (Shoftim  18:30)  Yehonatan  son  of  Gershom,  son  of  Menashe

(spelled "mem" "nun" "shin" hei", thus the reference is to Moshe but a small "nun" is added to

include Noach as well).

Returning to our opening question: although Kayin initiated the idea of bringing an offering to

Hashem,  Hevel's  was  accepted  because  he  gave  it  with  more  heart  -  this  is  a  lesson  for

generations that Hashem desires the heart.

Taking a look at the Torah's description of the offerings - Kayin's is described as "the fruit of the

ground" without specifying they were the "choicest fruits" or something similar. Chazal explain

that Kayin brought whatever was available, some say that he actually brought the worst portions

(see  Rashi).  Perhaps  both  commentaries  are  providing  the  same  message  -  Kayin  did  not

intentionally choose the inferior fruits but took whatever came into his  hand first without any

sort of selection. This is a complete denigration of the offerings. Had he intentionally brought the

worst of the lot then at least he would have been aware that he should be bringing the best, but

his stinginess prevents him from doing so. A person who could not be bothered to even think

about what to bring implies that he is mocking the idea of bringing an offering and he places no

importance in it whatsoever.

If Kayin brings whatever comes into his hand by chance, or according to one view he brought

flax  which  can  only  be  eaten  under  extenuating  circumstances,  then  this  implies  that  Kayin

brought the worst  for the worst thing a person can do is to pay no attention whatsoever and

bring whatever comes into his hand.

On the other hand Helvel brought "of the firstling of his flock and from their choicest".  Hevel

understood  that  externals  are  important  when  it  comes  to  offerings  because  they  reflect  a

person's  inner desire and what  is  his  heart's  true  desire.  The desire of  the  heart  and proper

feeling is the entire purpose behind offerings.

We find in the Messilas Yesharim that it  is not sufficient to perform a mitzvah but it  must be

honored and glorified.  What  prevents  this  from happening -  laziness,  a  person's  laziness and

desire not  to work hard can convince him: "honor is  only  for  people  who are enticed by this

nonsense, however Hashem has no need for honor He is above all of this, therefore it is sufficient

to perform the perform the mitzvah meticulously following its details.

Kayin, explains Messilat Yesharim, felt this was a valid claim - does Hashem really need these

fruits? Does He care if the fire burns a choice fruit or one which is blemished? After all, Hashem

desires the heart and my heart was the first to offer is that enough.

However, had Kayin descended to the core of the matter he would have discovered that in truth
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Hashem is the Master and we must honor him even though He does not need our honor. Hashem

does not need a choice offering but we must bring a choice offering because external honor that

we bring to him is always a reflection of the inner relationship in our heart - the outer actions of

the body reflect that which is hidden within the depths of our heart.

When David said: "I  will  prostrate myself  towards My holy sanctuary in awe of  You'  (Tehillim

5:8), he is not taking pride over the fact that he is prostrating but rather that his fear of Hashem

was to such an extent that his entire bent over in the Sanctuary of Hashem. Similarly, Ezra said:

"My  G-d,  I  am embarrassed  and  ashamed  to  lift  my  face  to  You"  (Ezra  9:6)  -  he  does  not

emphasize  his  face  in  the  ground  rather  his  great  shame  before  the  King  Who  is  above  all

blessing.  When  his  heart  is  filled  with  such  shame  than  his  face  is  unable  to  rise  up  and

straighten and look ahead.

When the heart wishes to give to Hashem, then the feeling fills his entire being and expresses

itself in external activities. When a person goes to a wedding and wishes to give a monetary gift

to the couple, he will make sure to place it in a nice envelope even though he is aware that they

will tear the envelope and throw it out. However, the trouble he goes to portrays the joy he has

in giving the gift and if he could he would give them even a larger gift. Such giving shows that

the recipients are important in the eyes of the giver.

One whose mitzvah observance remains in a cheap envelope testifies the true way he views his

relationship with the  One Who commanded us to  do mitzvoth,  his  mitzvoth  are in a  wrinkled

envelope. The recipient has no desire for such gifts.

The One Who knows the thoughts of man understood that the flawed externals in Kayin's offering

is testimony to his faulty internal motivation and thus his offering was not accepted.
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