
Parshas Korach – און בן פלת 

Stopping Power 

The race to design and create the fastest and most powerful trains, aircraft, weaponry, spacecraft 

and vehicles, has preoccupied the greatest minds and most brilliant scientists for centuries. 

Calculations of weight, thrust and velocity, though, are not necessarily as crucial, as computing 

how to manage the effect of deceleration. They might get the thing moving at top speed, but how 

do you get it to stop where and how you want it to? How do we compensate for the overpowering 

momentum that continues to propel forward? 

James Harden of the Houston Rockets seems to have mastered this capability. Although he is 

rated only average in all the qualities that are used to measure athletic excellence, Harden is 

universally acknowledged as one of the top scorers in the NBA, has made All-Star five times and 

was voted by his peers in the Player Association as 2015 MVP. What is Harden’s one exceptional 

ability? He has been noted for his stopping power. His unmatched ability to stop while moving at 

full speed, still maintaining form and control, has helped him sidestep any opposition and 

continually open the way for unchallenged jump shots. 

Who would hesitate to join in a movement led by widely recognized, respected and influential 

Gedolim? Better question – who, in a position of leadership in such a movement, would suddenly 

disassociate himself from the movement, just at the peak of its momentum? It is this כח of stopping 

power that distinguished און בן פלת from among Korach’s adherents. און בן פלת was recognized as 

one of the leaders of a movement that included the best and the brightest – 250 נשיאי העדה who 

were the  קריאי העדה– the Go-To people for all community needs. The אנשי שם, who were 

household names throughout Machanei Yisroel. The campaign against Moshe Rabbeinu and 

Aharon HaCohein, for fairness in leadership and recognition of equally suitable Manhigim, was 

coming to a head. It was time for a showdown. Everyone was converging on the Mishkan to 

participate in the extraordinary קטורת offering. It was the Moment of Truth that they all worked for. 

 .though, was a no-show. Why? Because his wife talked sense into him and he listened ,און בן פלת

What did he stand to gain? He was no Levi and no Kohein. He was lending his support to a fight 

that was not his. You’re right. I’m out. Need help with the dishes? 

Such stopping power is no mean feat. The average person goes with the flow. We do not change 

easily. Shifting gears to divert from a habit, or swimming against the tide of current trend, requires 

an incredible Gevurah. Reexamining your Midos, your commitment to Torah and Yiras Shomayim 

and your מהלך החיים, requires a pure honesty and solid determination. It is not something we see 

very often, once we move out of the “Bachurish” days in Yeshiva. We daven as we always daven. 

We skim through our regular learning Sedorim as we always have. We sit in the Sukkah, light the 

Menora and eat Matzoh, with the same old Kavanah – if at all, going through the same motions 

year after year.  

It is not so easy to move away from the things we should not be doing either. How do we put the 

brakes on כעס? Where’s the off button for getting annoyed and frustrated from what our spouses 

or children do or say? How do we put ourselves into park, when we feel that urge to come back 

with another lethal zinger, instead of letting it pass? The Chofetz Chaim zt”l calls it “Oisfirin”, in 



the beginning of Sefer Chofetz Chaim. It’s the relentless forward motion of following through on 

saying or listening to Lashon Hara, or continuing with any inappropriate behavior, just to prove 

how right you are and how wrong the other fellow is. Chazal teach us of the worthiness of the 

stopping power of “Chasidim HaRishonim”, who were שוהין שעה אחת לפני התפילה. We learn from 

them how one can properly attune himself to the davening or prepare for the performance of any 

Mitzvah, by taking a few minutes to not just plunge into a Tefillah, rush into Bentching or burn the 

Chometz, while checking your messages or being preoccupied with everything else you are busy 

with. We have to learn how to dodge all the distractions and everything else calling for our 

attention. Just stop, let them fall to the wayside, leaving you open to take your shot and sink 

another one in the basket. 

There are most certainly, countless examples of the MVP’s among us, who have overcome the 

laws of Physics, with incredible stopping power. The many Ba’alei Teshuvah and Geirim, who 

have dramatically turned around their lives to draw closer to Hashem and His Torah. Many fine 

and Ehrlich men and women, like my dear Chaver - who I am in awe of - who brought the James 

Harden story to my attention, who are constantly on the move, defying gravity and striving to 

reach yet greater heights. I cannot forget one particular Bachur in Yeshiva, years back. Baruch 

was a terror in the classroom. Everything was a joke. He was a thorn in the side of every Rebbi 

and teacher. He was constantly acerbic and difficult. Yet, when he reached seventh grade, he 

somehow transformed himself into the sweetest, most eidel, calm and refined Ben Torah. I could 

not resist asking him what happened to his old persona of little terrorist. Rebbi, he said with the 

biggest smile, I realized that it feels so much better to be good, than to be a troublemaker. I am 

happier now than I ever was. That’s stopping power. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a joyful Chodesh, yk 
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Sunday, Parshas Chukas – 1 Tamuz 

Yosef Hatzadik born and died on this date 

Rav Yisrael Najára, born in Damascus, Syria(1555-1625), he served as secretary of that 

community in which his father was a rabbi. Later he wandered widely and finally was rabbi in 

Gaza where upon his death his son succeeded him. He was the author of Lekach Tov. Although 

his works were attacked by Rav Chaim Vital, The Arizal, his teacher, declared that R’ Yisroel’s 

hymns were listened to with delight in heaven. He wrote hundreds of piyutim, hymns, and poems. 

Many of his piyyutim and hymns have been taken into the rituals and machzorim of Jews in 

different countries, especially in Italy and Palestine. He was the author of the famous Shabbos 

z'mirah, Kah Ribbon Olam . 

Rav Kalonymus [Klonymos] Kalman Halevi Epstein of Cracow, the Maor Vashemesh 

(1823). One of the most celebrated of the followers of Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk, he started 

heading the Jewish community of Cracow in 1785. At the end of his life he moved to Eretz Yisrael 

and is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas.  

Rav Shlomo Halberstam (1848 -1906). the first Bobover Rebbe, son of Rabbi Meir Nosson 

and grandson of Rav Chaim of Sanz, the Divrei Chaim. Rav Shlmo’s mother was the daughter of 

the Imrei Noam of Dzikov. He married in 1861, and moved to Sanz in 1863, where he became a 

close disciple of the Sanzer Rav. In 1866, at the age of 19, he was appointed Rav of Bukovsk. He 



was appointed Av Beis Din in Ushpitzin in 1879, then in 1880 Chief Rabbi of Wisnicz, near Krakow 

for 13 years. In 1893, due to a heart condition, he was obliged to leave the city and move to the 

city of Bobowa, near Tarnow, a city endowed with fresh air, and there he founded the Hasidic 

dynasty of Bobova. After his petira, his son, Rav Benzion, succeeded him as the leader of 

thousands of Bobover Chasidim. 

 

Monday, Parshas Chukas – 2 Tamuz 

Reb Elimelech Gavriel (Mike) Tress (1909-1967). He had given up a promising business career 

to dedicate himself wholly and wholeheartedly to the task of saving 

Jews from the burning Gehinnom of Hitler’s Europe. From it grew 

a strong Agudist youth movement, with a spreading and tightening 

net of Pirchei and Bnos branches. From it originated numerous 

campaigns and activities to bring the wider masses of Jewish 

youngsters to the yeshivos that had begun to spread, and to give 

support to communities where hope had long been abandoned for 

Jewish survival beyond the Last Minyan of Elders. 

‘Mike’ was everywhere. He gathered groups of inspired young 

chaverim about him, who carried his spirit everywhere. They brought trainloads of youngsters 

from other cities and towns to Williamsburg, to the yeshivos and mesivtos; gave them a feeling of 

the beauty and significance of yiddishkeit. He ignited the spark of mesiras nefesh wherever he 

went, with his warm talks, his tireless efforts for old and young, for anyone who called on him for 

help day or night. 

But most important of all, there was the effort that ‘Mike’ Tress lavished in preparation for the 

massive rescue work that emanated from the office at 616 Bedford Avenue, until he built it into 

an efficient organization that achieved so much more than other organizations — larger, better 

qualified, and richer in personnel and resources. There were no office-hours, no vacations, no 

time for routine or relaxation. There was only that restless drive to save and help the innocent 

victims of a growing tragedy day in, day out, wearing hour after hour. There was a constant coming 

and going of people seeking and giving help. Cables to and from all parts of the collapsing Jewish 

world, seeking to open doors that were closed or closing by the minute. And there were the 

chaveirim who gave up so much of their time, of their limited means, all of their efforts inspired by 

the example and the limitless zest of ‘Mike’ to get affidavits, to collect sorely needed funds, to find 

jobs and opportunities for rescue, for medical care, for replanting what human bestiality had 

brutally uprooted. The methods and means were unorthodox, far different from the bureaucratic 

routines of other relief and rescue organizations. They defied the rigidities and inflexibilities which 

hampered or blocked so much that might have been done by other more powerful organizations 

set up for this purpose in the Jewish and non-Jewish world. With the weak, limited resources at 

his disposal ‘Mike’ molded the office of Zeirei Agudath Israel, later on Agudath Israel of America, 

into a powerful center, whose work has not been recognized or even recorded amidst the trumpets 

and publicity of the larger relief organizations. 

It would be preposterous were one to attempt even to outline the extent and scope of this work 

initiated and executed under the guiding hand of ‘Mike’ Tress. One can merely touch on a few 

highlights, some of the breathtaking historic moments, encounters, and experiences that turned 

each day and night of our activities in those early years during and after World War II into a 



kaleidoscope of tireless toil, frustration — and undreamed of success …‘Mike’ flying to 

Washington several times a week, back-and- forth, pleading, cajoling, using the most impossible, 

hopeless ways to open doors … flying to Washington even on Shabbos at the urging of the 

gedolim who had soon turned to ‘Mike’ to guide them and help those who turned to them . . . the 

first telephone call to Reb Aharon Kotler in Japan … Reb Aharon arriving in the U.S.A. … Frank 

Newman traveling to Japan at Mike’s request to bring the first large contingent of the Mirrer 

Yeshiva to these shores, and helping to get them settled . . . the coming and going of the world’s 

foremost gaonim, rabbonim, gedolei haTorah who helped compile lists of those who had to be 

helped … roshei yeshivah who arrived in this country turning to ‘Mike’ to help them organize or 

reorganize their yeshivos in the new land under strange conditions … Rabbi Elya Meir Bloch, 

Rabbi Motel Katz, Rabbi Reuven Grozovsky, Rabbi Avraham Kalmanowitz, and all the other 

famous personalities to whom ‘Mike’ was a constant source of aid and guidance, until they were 

ready to make their greatness felt in creating a renaissance of Torah and Torah life in this country 

unexpected even by the most daring visionary . . . the Chassidic rabbe’im _.. the Kapitshenitzer, 

the Lubavitcher, the Boyanner, the Skwerer Rebbe, and so many others who have since been 

taken from us, to whom ‘Mike’ had become a personal friend and advisor … famous men like 

Chazzan Kwartin … the hundreds of ordinary men and women looking for help and advice… an 

endless parade of men and women who owe so much to one warmhearted, seemingly 

inexhaustible Jew. 

When the first letterhead was printed, ‘Mike’ said: “Let’s put on the bottom the slogan: 

‘Hamekayem nefesh achas beYisroel, k’ilu kiyam olam molei’ (He who saves a single soul, is 

considered as having saved a whole world). Let it be the leitmotif of our rescue work.” This ‘Mike’ 

did in the fullest sense of the word. (adapted from Dr. Gershon Kranzler, Jewish Observer) 

 

Tuesday, Parshas Chukas – 3 Tamuz 

Rav Yosef Chaim Shneur Zalman Kotler, rosh yeshivas Lakewood (1982). Rav Schneur passed 

away on the nineteenth year, seventh month and second day after 

assuming his Rosh Yeshiva position; equal to the day to the tenure of 

his father as Rosh Yeshiva of Lakewood. This extraordinary 

phenomenon was spoken of throughout the Torah world as a sign that 

in shamayim he was considered a worthy son, disciple and successor 

who carried on his father’s mission to build Torah with total devotion.  

 

  

 

 

 



Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Lubavitcher Rebbe (1902-1994). Born in Nikolaev, 

Russia on 11 Nissan. He first met his predecessor, Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak Schneerson in 1923 and married his second daughter Chaia 

Moussia (1901-88) in 1928. He became the 7th Lubavitcher Rebbe in 

1950.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

R’ Yehoshua Noivirt (NeuwIrth) (2013) Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchasa, the trendsetting sefer, 

that promulgated Hilchos Shabbos to the general public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Parshas Chukas – 4 Tamuz 

Rav Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbeinu Tam) (1100-1171). The most famous of Rav Meir ben 

Shmuel’s sons, one of Rashi’s grandsons. He studied under his father and his older brother, 

Shmuel (the Rashbam), who was 15 years his senior. His other older brother Yitzchak (Rivam) 

was 10 years older than Rav Yaakov. Born in Ramerupt, Reb Yaakov was only 5 (or 9, according 

to others) when Rashi was niftar, and thus was not zocheh to learn with him. He succeeded his 

father as Rosh Yeshiva in the Ramerupt. He was quite wealthy as a wine merchant and financier. 

On the 2nd day of Shavuos of 1146, Crusaders entered and pillaged the city of Ramerupt, taking 

all of his possessions and inflicting five knife wounds in his head. He was saved by a nobleman, 

who promised the mob that he would convert the rabbi. After this incident, Rabbeinu Tam moved 

to Troyes and opened a teshiva. On 20 Sivan,1771, the Jews of Blois, France were subject to a 

blood libel, the first in Jewish history. And 32 Jews were killed. Rabbeinu Tam established that 

day as a fast day. Some of Rabbeinu Tam’s responsa are collected in Sefer Hayashar.  
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