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Is it permissible to move Muktze indirectly (for example, by moving it incidentally 

while moving a permissible item, or by using a stick)? 

In many instances, Muktze may not be moved indirectly. For example, if a child’s hand 

is holding Muktze, it is not permissible to shake the hand to cause the Muktze to fall. 

Accordingly, if there is Muktze lying on the floor it is not permissible to move it with a 

stick merely for the purpose of making the room neat. 

It is permissible to move Muktze indirectly in the following cases: 

1) Muktze may be moved indirectly by moving a non-muktze item, if one is doing 

so in order to move the non-mukzah item and a muktze item gets moved along 

with it. 

2) Muktze may be moved indirectly when it is occupying space that is needed. For 

example, if there are nut shells left on a table, it is permissible to clear them off 

using a knife in order to serve a meal in their place.1  

Alternatively, Muktze may be moved for a necessity by using one’s leg, elbow, teeth or 

any part of one’s body other than one’s hands. 

Is medicine muktze? 

Medicine is muktze and may only be handled for the purpose of healing the sick. 

According to Rav Moshe Feinstein, Tylenol is muktze even though it is commonly used. 

When medicine is handled for the benefit of an ill person, it may not be moved once it 

is put down. 

 

However, if it was expected prior to Shabbos that medicine would be used on Shabbos 

(e.g. a household member is sick), then the medicine would no longer be considered 

muktze. 

 

If a glass dish breaks, is it permissible to clean up the broken pieces in order to 

prevent someone from getting hurt? 

It is permissible to handle muktze in order to prevent someone from getting hurt. 

However, this leniency does not apply if the muktze can be moved in a permitted 

manner, for example moving it indirectly by using a broom and dustpan. 

 

  

                                                           
1
  In general, when moving muktze indirectly, it is preferable for the muktze to be shaken off 

rather then dragged along when possible. 


