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The Benefit of the Doubt

Times were hard for the innkeeper. The inn he leased from the Polish landowner was 
exceedingly small, and the earnings it provided were barely enough to keep his family from 
starvation. Moreover, he had many daughters who would soon be of marriageable age, and 
he had no inkling of how he would afford the expenses of even the most economical 
weddings. He finally decided that he had no choice but to travel far from home to earn the 
money he needed for his family. 

His best opportunity, it seemed to him, was to travel to outlying villages and offer his 
services as a melamed, a teacher of young children. In these small villages, there were no 
facilities for teaching the children, and therefore, an i
supply and high demand. And this is exactly what he did. He was away from home for 
twelve long and lonely years. He did not earn quite as much money as he had dreamed he 
would, but he did manage to accumulate the respecta
would allow him to marry off his children and still live in relative comfort.

On his way home, the melamed
see the holy and renowned Rav Levi Yitzchok. His first g
during Shacharis. The melamed watched spellbound as the great 
and fervor that his body never stopped trembling. And when the 
the people, his face radiated so much love a
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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bond with him, even though he had never seen him before nor spoken a word to him. After 
Shacharis, the melamed remained riveted to his seat, unable to take his eyes off the Tzaddik. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok, seeing him sitting on the bench after everyone else had left, greeted 
him warmly and invited him for breakfast. 

As they sat together, the melamed told Rav Levi Yitzchok his story. 

“And now you are on your way home?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“Yes.” 

“If you wish, I will tell you three stories before you go.” 

“I would be honored,” said the melamed. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok smiled at him. “It will cost you.” 

“Oh. All right, how much will it cost me?” 

“Three hundred rubles for each story.” 

The melamed was shocked. Three hundred rubles! That was a vast sum of money for him. 
And if he paid for all three stories, it would cost him nine hundred rubles, the entire sum he 
had earned over the previous twelve years. He would go home as penniless as when he had 
left. But the melamed was so taken with Rav Levi Yitzchok that he put his full trust in him. 
Perhaps there were some important lessons in these stories, lessons that would change his life 
for the better. He could not believe that Rav Levi Yitzchok would allow him to do something 
that was not to his own benefit.  

“Very well,” he said with a sigh. “I will buy a story.” 

“I see,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “You will buy one story at a time. That is fine. Here is the 
first story. If a person finds himself at a crossroads and doesn’t know which way to turn he 
should always take the road to the right, as our Sages taught (Yoma 15b), ‘All the turns you 
take should be to the right.’” 

“That’s the story?” said the melamed. 

“That the story,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

The melamed sighed and handed over three hundred rubles. 

“Do you want to hear another story?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “If you do, it will cost you 
another three hundred rubles.” 

The melamed’s heart was in his mouth, but his devotion to Rav Levi Yitzchok and his trust 
in him was so intense that he nodded his assent. 

“An old man with a young wife is courting death,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“That’s the story?” said the melamed. 

“Yes.” 

The melamed reached into his pouch, counted out another three hundred rubles and gave 
them to Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“Do you want to hear the third story?” asked Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

The melamed had gone this far. He had given Rav Levi Yitzchok most of the money he had 
earned over the previous twelve years, because he trusted him. He could not very well stop 
now. He did not understand what was happening, but he took the plunge. He placed his last 
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three hundred rubles on the table and nodded. 

“Only believe what your own eyes see,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “When you consider 
other people, give them the benefit of the doubt. But when you are examining your own 
deeds, of course, do not give yourself the benefit of the doubt. Now go in peace, and may 
your journey be successful.” 

The melamed left Berditchev in a daze. After twelve long years, he was returning home 
penniless. And what did he have for all those years of hard work and deprivation? Three 
stories that weren’t even stories. But this was what the holy Tzaddik had apparently wanted 
him to do, and this was what he had done. He had no regrets, only a profound apprehension. 

As the melamed trudged along the road, absorbed in his thoughts, he heard a lot of noise 
up ahead. He looked up and saw that he was approaching a crossroads where agitated 
people were milling about. 

“Did you see the thieves that came through here?” they asked him. “They stole a great 
deal of money, and we must track them down.” 

Remembering Rav Levi Yitzchok’s first story, the melamed pointed to the right. “They went 
that way,” he said. 

The trackers thanked him and ran off to the right in pursuit of the thieves. Shortly 
thereafter, they returned with the stolen property. 

“You’ve earned yourself a reward,” said one of the trackers as he handed the melamed a 
small bundle. “There are six hundred rubles there.” 

The melamed continued on his way, happy that his investment in Rav Levi Yitzchok’s first 
story had paid off so handsomely. Darkness was falling, and he looked around for a place 
where he could spend the night. Up ahead, he saw an inn and hoped they would have a room 
available for him to rent. The owner of the inn turned out to be an old man with an outspoken 
young wife. 

“Sure, I’ll rent you a room,” said the innkeeper. “We have one room to rent, and it is 
available.” 

“Absolutely not,” said the young wife. “I won’t hear of it.” 

The innkeeper looked at his young wife in puzzlement, and then he shrugged in 
resignation. “I guess the room is not available,” he said. “You’ll have to find other 
accommodations.” 

The melamed went off to find some other place, but there was nothing available. A light 
drizzle began to fall. He decided to return to try again at the inn, but when he came there, all 
the doors were barred and the windows shuttered. He knocked and knocked, but there was 
no answer. 

It started to rain very heavily, and the melamed sought refuge under the eaves of the inn. 
He lay down on the ground and pressed himself against the wall of the inn under the 
protruding eaves so that only part of the rain fell on him. He shivered in misery until he 
dozed off. 

Around midnight, he was awakened by the sound of a wagon approaching. The wagon 
pulled up in front of the inn, and a few rough men descended. One of them knocked lightly 
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on the door of the inn, and the innkeeper’s wife almost instantly swung it open. They 
conversed briefly in low tones. 

“Who is that?” the innkeeper’s wife asked, as she caught sight of the “sleeping” melamed. 

The man peered at the melamed. “Looks like a drunkard,” he said. “He’s sleeping it off 
under your eaves. A sober person wouldn’t sleep outside in the pouring rain. Probably dead 
to the world.” 

“Go check him out,” said the innkeeper’s wife. 

The melamed closed his eyes and feigned sleep. The man walked over to him, grabbed him 
by the shoulder and shook him. The melamed did not budge. The man shook him harder and 
harder until the melamed opened his eyes and looked about him with a bleary stare. Then he 
rolled his eyes back and collapsed back on the ground. 

“Just a drunk,” said the man with disgust. “He’s nothing.” 

“Good,” said the innkeeper’s wife. “Now go upstairs and put that old husband of mine to 
death while he sleeps, and then we’ll break open his strongbox and see what he has there.” 

The melamed realized that Rav Levi Yitzchok’s second story was unfolding right in front of 
him. He jumped to his feet and started shouting at the top of his lungs. The commotion woke 
the innkeeper, who grabbed a sword he kept under his bed and came out to investigate. 
Realizing that their plot had been foiled, the robbers fled, together with the innkeeper’s wife. 
The melamed then reported to the innkeeper everything he had heard. 

“I’m shocked,” said the innkeeper, “but not very surprised. You’ve saved my life. How 
can I repay you? Ask for anything, and if it’s within my power, I’ll give it to you.” 

The melamed thought for a moment. “Three hundred rubles would be perfect,” he said. 

The innkeeper gave him the money gladly. The next morning, the melamed continued on 
his journey, content that his pouch had been refilled. 

When he arrived in his town, he stopped at an inn to ask about his family. After an 
absence of twelve years, the people in the inn did not recognize him, and they spoke freely 
about his wife and children. 

“The husband is gone,” one man said. “No one knows where he is or even if he is alive or 
dead. And his wife …” The man gave him a knowing wink. “She has young men come to the 
inn in the dead of night. Not exactly how you would expect a modest Jewish woman to 
behave.” 

 The melamed was very upset, but remembering Rav Levi Yitzchok’s third story, he 
decided to give his wife the benefit of the doubt for the time being. He would only believe 
what his own eyes saw. 

That evening, he visited his own inn in such a good disguise that no one recognized him, 
not even his wife and children. He pretended to fall into a drunken stupor and pass out 
under the table, where he was left to sleep it off overnight. In the middle of the night, he saw 
a handsome young man enter the inn stealthily. He saw his wife lead the young man into a 
private room and close the door. The young man did not leave until dawn. What was he to 
make of this? he wondered. Should he believe that this was indeed what it appeared to be? 
Would the holy Berditchever Rav consider this something he had seen with his own eyes? 
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There had to be a final test. 

The melamed stood up and shed his disguise. 

His wife’s hands flew to her face. “My husband!” she shrieked. “You’re back. Come, 
children! Your father is back!” 

“My dear wife,” said the melamed, “I pretended to be drunk and slept under the table, 
because I wanted to see how things were with my own eyes. You see, I heard things …” 

“Stop,” she said. “Don’t say another word. Let me explain. When you left so many years 
ago, we still owed a lot of money to the Polish landowner, and he was concerned that the 
debt would never be repaid. So he took our young son hostage. Our son grew up in the 
household of the landowner, but he never lost contact with his family. For all these years, he’s 
been sneaking away most nights and coming here to the inn. We talk, and I feed him kosher 
food. And I teach him. I taught him how to read from the siddur, and a little Chumash and 
some of the laws, as much as I know. I suppose you didn’t get such a good look at him from 
under the table. You’ll get a better look at him tonight.” 

 That night, when the young man came again, the melamed was waiting for him. He took 
one look at his face and instantly recognized in the grown man the young boy he had left 
behind. With a song of joy in his heart, the melamed embraced his son. 

In the ensuing days, the melamed paid off his debt to the landowner and redeemed his son. 
He also set aside some of the money he had earned for the weddings of his children and lived 
comfortably on the rest of it together with his wife for the remainder of his life. 

n 

Dvar Torah 

After Yosef accused his brothers of espionage, he said to them (Bereishis 42:18–20): 

Do this and you shall live, I fear the Lord. If you are truthful people, let one of your 
brothers be imprisoned in your place of confinement, while you go and bring 
provisions for the hunger of your households. Then bring your youngest brother to 
me so that your words will be verified and you will not die.”  

And the Torah informs us that “they did so”. 

Shouldn’t Yosef have begun his statement with the words “I fear the Lord”? And don’t the 
words “they did so” imply that they did exactly as Yosef had demanded when, in fact, they 
didnot return until their food had almost run out? 

The best way to guide people, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, is to judge them kindly and 
favorably, always to give them the benefit of the doubt and to assume that they are acting out 
of good motives, out of fear of Heaven. Then they will come to you, because their hearts are 
drawn to you, and they will be receptive to your message. 

This is what Yosef was saying to them. “Do this and live” because you will ascribe good 
motives to me. You will believe that I fear the Lord and that I am not asking you to bring 
your younger brother because I intend to do him any harm. And the brothers “did so”. They 
accepted that Yosef meant well and that he was acting out of fear of Heaven. And once they 
judged him favorably, their hearts opened and they were able to admit, (Bereishis 42:21) “We 
are at fault and guilty concerning our brother.” 
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Kedushas Levi on Chanuka 

The Salvation and Redemption of Chanuka Happens Again – in These Days as in 
Those  

The Berditchever taught regarding the nusach of the berocha: “Who did miracles for 
our forefathers, in those days, in this time”, that all the other miracles were above and outside 
the framework of time, such as the miracles in Egypt, the splitting of the sea and the splitting 
of the Jordan River. All these miracles were supernatural, whereas the miracles of Chanuka 
and Purim were both clothed in nature. On Chanuka, the Chashmono’im waged a war; on 
Purim it was through Esther’s unique position as the queen. We therefore recite the berocha 
on Chanuka “Who did miracles . . . in this time”. This means it was within the framework of 
time; in this world, Hashem did miracles within the natural order, even though all is from 
Hashem. 

That is why this holiday is called Chanuka, since Chazal taught (Sifri Matos 30:2) that 
Moshe prophesied using the [exact] term “Zeh – this” and all the other nevi’im (prophets) 
prophesied using the [relative term] “Koh – like this”. Koh refers to this world [where things 
are relative]. Moshe, however, who was always attached, cleaving to Hashem in dveikus, was 
above time; he used the [absolute] term Zeh – this.  

Thus, Chanuka means Chanu Koh – they rested on Koh, they rested their 
understanding of these miracles on Koh – the relativism of this world, since the miracle was 
within the framework of time and the natural order. 

Every year, during these days, that miracle is revealed once again, and Hashem sends 
His nation an abundance of blessings of salvation and redemption. This is as we recite during 
the Shemone Esrei prayer (Nusach Al HaNissim) “And to Your nation and people Yisrael You 
performed a great salvation and redemption as on this day,” – Kehayom – as on this day – 
specifically. Today there will be a salvation and redemption during these days as it was during 
those days in the past. 


Kislev is the month in which Chanuka occurs, for Kislev corresponds to Yaakov, and 

miracles are in the merit of Yaakov, [Note: The connection with the month of Kislev is the 
verse (Bereishis 50:11), “The Canaanite inhabitants of the land saw…” (“Mishnas Chassidim,” 
Maseches Cheshvan-Kislev, Chapter 1, Mishna 3), which was said at the time of the death of 
Yaakov, in the month of Kislev; See Bnei Yissosschor section on Kislev - Teves, Essay 1, Letter 
1.] as is known; and therefore, the principal miracle of Chanuka occurred in this month. This 
month is also the third, counting from Tishrei as the beginning of the year, which corresponds 
to Levi, the third of the Tribes (See Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 18, 32; and in the Kisei Melech 
ibid.)And therefore, the miracle was accomplished through the agency of the Chashmono’im, 
for Kohanim belong to the Tribe of Levi. 

{Chanuka falls in Kislev, the month of Yaakov’s petira, in whose merit miracles occur. 
The month is also the third, counting from Tishrei, which corresponds to Levi, and that is why 
the miracle was performed by the Kohanim Family of the Chashmono’im.} 

The Principle is that on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur the Holy One, Blessed is 
He, remembers His people for the good, but it is not until Chanuka that they perceive that 
good intellectually, for “…the eyes of the People…” (Bamidbar 15:24) [Note: The pasuk refers 



7 � Mikeitz / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

to a case where the Sanhedrin mistakenly ruled that a form of idol worship was permissible.] 
is explained by Rashi (Taanis 24a) as referring to the wise men of the people. [Note: See Shir 
HaShirim Rabba 1:15, 2; Zohar HaKodosh part 2, text beginning “The sweet smell”.] And 
therefore, the celebration of Chanuka is by means of lamps, for they are a source of light and 
make vision possible. And afterward, the main celebration of Purim is through speech, for 
then Megillas Esther is read aloud in public, and on Pesach the main celebration is through 
deed, which is why we eat matza. [Note: On Pesach, speech is also a major component of the 
celebration, because we are obligated to recount the events of the Exodus at the Seder.] But 
again on Chanuka, sight and vision are primary, and its time of celebration is the month of 
Kislev, the connection to which is the verse (Bereishis 50:11), “The Canaanite inhabitants of 
the land saw…” (Mishnas Chassidimm, Maseches Cheshvan-Kislev, Chapter 1, Mishna 3), 
that speaks in terms of “seeing.”. 

{On the Yomim Noro’im Hashem remembers His people for good. But it is not until 
Chanuka that the people see that good in their minds’ eyes. And that is why the celebration of 
the holiday involves lamps, for they are a source of light. Similarly, the main celebration of 
Purim is through speech, for then the Megilla is read. And the celebration of Pesach is 
through deed, for then we eat matza.} 

 

The inauguration of the Mishkon took place on Rosh Chodesh Nissan 
(Shemos 40:17), the inauguration of the first Bais HaMikdosh was in Tishrei (Pesikta Rabbosi 
6:5) and the inauguration of the second Bais HaMikdosh took place in Kislev (Chaggai 
2:10,18) [Note: The reference given in the text of the Kedushas Levi before us in Melochim 
Aleph is not correct.], each according to its special quality. The miracles which took place at 
the time of the Mishkon occurred close to Nissan; therefore, its inauguration took place then. 
And the second Bais HaMikdosh, in connection with which the miracle involving the 
Chashmono’im occurred in the month of Kislev, had its inauguration at that time. And the 
inauguration of the first Bais HaMikdosh occurred in the month of Tishrei. The underlying 
reason is this: The Mishkon represents what the body is capable of understanding in terms of 
the existence of a Creator, Blessed is He, and the Bais HaMikdosh represents what the 
neshoma (soul) is capable of understanding in terms of the existence of the Creator of the 
Universe. And the time that the neshoma is most active in perceiving the Creator is Tishrei, 
because He forgives our wrongdoings at that time, while in Nissan the body is most active in 
perceiving the existence of a Creator of the Universe, for it is through miracles and wonders 
that the body recognizes Him. 

{The inaugurations of the Mishkon, first Bais HaMikdosh and second Bais HaMikdosh 
took place in Nissan, Tishrei and Kislev, respectively.} 

Therefore, the Bais HaMikdosh is called the Eternal House (Melochim Aleph8:13), 
because the neshoma is eternal while the body is transient. And the following statement of 
Chazal (Eruvin 2a) shows clearly that this is true: “How do we know that the Bais Hamikdosh 
is also referred to as a Mishkon, and that the Mishkon is also referred to as a Bais 
Hamikdosh?” For in truth there is a connection, by virtue of which the neshoma takes 
pleasure as well in what the body takes pleasure in, for it is the continued existence of the 
body that ensures the continued existence of the neshoma in this world, to serve the Creator. 
The opposite is also true, namely, that the neshoma’s activity in serving the Creator is also a 
source of tranquillity for the body. And that is the reason why the Mishkon, which is more 
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closely associated with the body, is also referred to as a Bais Hamikdosh, and why the Bais 
Hamikdosh is also called a Mishkon; upon reflection this will become obvious. 

{Because the soul is eternal, the Bais HaMikdosh is called the Eternal House. But the 
Bais HaMikdosh is also called a Mishkon. And the Mishkon is also called a Bais HaMikdosh. 
For there is a connection between the two entities. The soul takes pleasure in what the body 
takes pleasure in, because it is the body that ensures the existence in this world of the 
neshoma, to serve Hashem. And the neshoma’s activity in serving the Creator is also a source 
of tranquillity for the body.} 

Now we will explain by an analogy, with the Help of Heaven, the statement of Chazal 
(Shabbos 21b) that there is a disagreement as to whether it is permitted to use the 
light of the Chanuka lamp or whether such usage is prohibited. The analogy is as 
follows: A mighty king comes to spend the night in the house of a poor person. Now, it is 
natural that when a mighty king comes to visit someone, one sees the magnificence of his 
wealth and his greatness, and this poor person also rejoices in his heart when he sees the great 
wealth of the king, wealth beyond anything he has ever seen before. But a different poor 
individual, who is also wise, does not rejoice over the great wealth of the king, for he knows 
that from the perspective of the king, his wealth is insignificant; rather, he rejoices in the very 
fact that the king has decided to spend the night with him, in his house. So it is when Hashem, 
May He be Blessed, performs miracles for human beings: one rejoices in receiving the benefit 
of the miracle itself, that Hashem, may He be blessed, has performed. This is analogous to the 
poor person who is very much impressed by the wealth of the king in and of itself; so does he 
rejoice in the miraculous kindness that was performed for him. But the other type of poor 
person does not rejoice in the miracles per se, for he realizes that the Holy One, Blessed is He, 
created all the Worlds and that He is omnipotent. Rather, his pleasure in contemplating the 
miracles derives from the fact that they are evidence that the Holy One, blessed is He, as it 
were, wears humanity as a garment, because He performs miracles for human beings. For this 
reason he feels joy as, in the analogy, the more sophisticated poor man rejoices that the 
mighty king chose to spend the night and be involved with him. So again does the more 
sophisticated observer of miracles rejoice at the fact that the mighty and omnipotent King 
chose, as it were, to dwell among human beings. 

{Now we will explain, by way of an analogy, the disagreement as to whether it is 
permitted to use the light of the Chanuka lamp or not. A mighty king has come to visit two 
poor individuals. One is impressed by the king’s wealth; the other, by the fact that the king has 
come to visit him. Similarly, when Hashem performs miracles; One person appreciates the 
miracle itself; the other, the fact that Hashem performs miracles for human beings.} 

And this disagreement, where one opinion maintains that it is permitted to make use of 
the light of the Chanuka lamp, is in alignment with the idea that it is appropriate to rejoice 
that Hashem, may He be blessed, performed this miracle, whose benefit is in this world, for 
him, and this world exists for the purpose of human beings benefiting from it; for 
that reason this opinion considers it permissible to make use of the light of the Chanuka lamp. 
And the other opinion, that it is forbidden to make use of the light of the Chanuka lamp, 
corresponds to the perspective that we rejoice in Hashem, may He be blessed, Himself, for He 
chose to clothe His radiance, as it were, inhuman beings. From this perspective, any benefit 
derived from the miracle is inconsequential, and is only evidence of a much greater idea, far 
above the concerns of this world, and it is not permitted for human beings to make use of 
anything that is not of this world. Regarding such matters we are guided by the verse, “…no 
eye has seen, O G-d, beside You…”[Note: The full text of the verse quoted is, “For since 
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the beginning of the world man has not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 
eye seen, O G-d, beside You
(Yeshayohu 64:3)The Talmud cites this verse to demonstrate that 
condition their righteous behavior on any reward that they might receive in the World
Come; they prefer to trust Hashem 
this opinion holds that it is forbidden to make use of the light of the 

{The disagreement with regard to the permissibility of using the light of the 
depends on the difference in perspective with respect to 
may appreciate the miracle in itself for the benefits that it has afforded human beings, will 
hold that it is permissible to use the light of the 
rather, appreciate the fact that the infinit
beings, will assert that it is prohibited to use the light of the 
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� Rav Tzvi Mordechai of Plavna, (5627/1866);

� Rav Shlomo HaKohen of Vilna, 

� Rav Boruch Hager of Vishiva, (5705/1944);

� Rav Yitzchok Shmuel Eliyohu Finkler

Rav Meir Menachem Finkler, (5623

� Rav Yisrael of Husyatin and Rizhin. The son of Rav Mordechai Shraga and grandson of the 

Rizhiner Rebbe, he married Nechama Gitel, a granddaughter of his uncle, Rav Avrohom 

Yaakov of Sadiger, when he was fourteen years old. He was also the uncle 

Moshenyu of Boyan. In 1937, he moved to Tel Aviv, along with his son

who would succeed him twelve years later, (5710/1949);

� Rav Shlomo Dovid Kahana

(5714/1953); 

� Rav Zushe Waltner (1918

Switzerland until he was eventually admitted to England in 1937. There, Rav Waltner 

developed a very close relationship with Rav Eliyohu Dessler. After the war, Rav Waltner 

and Rav Arye Grossnass tr

Jewry, and founded the Yeshiva

Tangiers to recruit talmidim

Mikeitz / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

the beginning of the world man has not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 
d, beside You, what He has prepared for them that wait for Him.”

cites this verse to demonstrate that Torah 
condition their righteous behavior on any reward that they might receive in the World

Hashem regarding such matters.] (Berochos 34b). For th
this opinion holds that it is forbidden to make use of the light of the Chanuka

{The disagreement with regard to the permissibility of using the light of the 
depends on the difference in perspective with respect to Hashem’s miracles. The view that one 
may appreciate the miracle in itself for the benefits that it has afforded human beings, will 
hold that it is permissible to use the light of the Chanuka lamp. The view that one should, 
rather, appreciate the fact that the infinite G-d has chosen to involve Himself with human 
beings, will assert that it is prohibited to use the light of the Chanuka lamp.}
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Motzai Shabbos (Dec 16th) – 5th Day of Chanuka

Rav Aharon Shimon Shapiro of Prague, (5440/1679); 

Dovid da Silva, mechaber of Pri Chodosh on the Shulchon Aruch

5459/1659-1698); 

mechaber of Teshuos Chein. Son of Rav Yitzchok, he was 

of Mezritch. Rebbe Nachman said about Rav Gedalya of Linitz that he was 

foremost in bringing people to teshuva in that generation, even though he never gave 

lectures and only sat and learned all day, (5564/1803); 

f Plavna, (5627/1866); 

of Vilna, mechaber of Cheshek Shlomo, (5666/1905);

of Vishiva, (5705/1944); 

Rav Yitzchok Shmuel Eliyohu Finkler of Radoshitz (Radoszyce), (1902

Rav Meir Menachem Finkler, (5623–5673/1862–1912); 

of Husyatin and Rizhin. The son of Rav Mordechai Shraga and grandson of the 

, he married Nechama Gitel, a granddaughter of his uncle, Rav Avrohom 

Yaakov of Sadiger, when he was fourteen years old. He was also the uncle 

Moshenyu of Boyan. In 1937, he moved to Tel Aviv, along with his son-in

who would succeed him twelve years later, (5710/1949); 

Rav Shlomo Dovid Kahana of Warsaw and Yerushalayim, the 

18–2002). Born in Hungary, he traveled through Cracow and 

Switzerland until he was eventually admitted to England in 1937. There, Rav Waltner 

developed a very close relationship with Rav Eliyohu Dessler. After the war, Rav Waltner 

and Rav Arye Grossnass traveled to Europe to help the shattered remnants of European 

Yeshiva in Sunderland to accommodate some of them. Traveling to 

talmidim for Sunderland, he met Rav Shmuel Toledano, who soon built a 

the beginning of the world man has not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither has the 
, what He has prepared for them that wait for Him.” 

Torah scholars do not 
condition their righteous behavior on any reward that they might receive in the World-to-

34b). For that reason, 
Chanuka lamp. 

{The disagreement with regard to the permissibility of using the light of the Chanuka lamp 
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may appreciate the miracle in itself for the benefits that it has afforded human beings, will 
. The view that one should, 

d has chosen to involve Himself with human 
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Shulchon Aruch, born 

. Son of Rav Yitzchok, he was a talmid 

of Mezritch. Rebbe Nachman said about Rav Gedalya of Linitz that he was 

in that generation, even though he never gave 

, (5666/1905); 

of Radoshitz (Radoszyce), (1902–1944), son of 

of Husyatin and Rizhin. The son of Rav Mordechai Shraga and grandson of the 

, he married Nechama Gitel, a granddaughter of his uncle, Rav Avrohom 

Yaakov of Sadiger, when he was fourteen years old. He was also the uncle of Rav 

in-law, Rav Yaakov, 

of Warsaw and Yerushalayim, the Avi Ho’Agunos, 

2002). Born in Hungary, he traveled through Cracow and 

Switzerland until he was eventually admitted to England in 1937. There, Rav Waltner 

developed a very close relationship with Rav Eliyohu Dessler. After the war, Rav Waltner 

aveled to Europe to help the shattered remnants of European 

in Sunderland to accommodate some of them. Traveling to 

for Sunderland, he met Rav Shmuel Toledano, who soon built a 
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Yeshiva building and then invited Rav Waltner to come and found a Yeshiva. At the advice 

of Rav Dessler, who consulted with the Chazon Ish on the matter, Rav Waltner accepted the 

challenge. There he set up a Yeshiva called Eitz Chaim. There are thousands of Bnei Torah 

and religious balabatim today who freely acknowledge that he is responsible for their 

spiritual life. He also established the Otzar HaTorah institutions in Morocco. Among his 

talmidim from Tangiers are Rav Shimon Pinto of Strasbourg and Rav Shlomo Farrache of 

Bnei Brak, (5763/2002). 

� 30th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night (Dec 17th) – 6th Day of Chanuka 

� Rav Tzvi Yehuda (Hashi) Friedman (1925–2005). Born in Pressburg, Hungary, Rav Hashi 

was a descendant of the Chasam Sofer, whose youngest daughter, Rechel, married Rav Tzvi 

Yehuda Friedman from Topolcany. Their youngest son, Yeshaya, married Yehudis Link and 

had a son, Moshe, who married Malka Hochhauser. Rav Moshe had three sons, Nissan, 

Hashi, and Pinchas. Among Hashi’s teachers were Rav Akiva Sofer (the Da’as Sofer), Rav 

Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer (the Cheishev Sofer) and Rav Michoel Ber Weissmandl. 

In 1944, he was sent to Auschwitz and marched the Death March to Gleiwitz and was 

transported to Buchenwald. Although his entire family was murdered, he lived another sixty 

years. He immigrated to Montreal in 1951 and moved to Toronto in 1970. His life was filled 

with Torah and hachnossas orchim (hospitality), (5766/2005). 

� 1st of Teves ~ Begins Monday Night (Dec 18th) – 7th Day of Chanuka 

� Avrohom Ovinu (1638 BCE) (Bava Basra 91a). [According to others, his yahrzeit is the 1st 

of Tishrei or Nissan (Mo’ed Koton 28a)]; 

� Rav Yo’ir Chaim Bachrach (1638–1702), mechaber of Chavos Yo’ir. His grandmother, 

Chava, was a granddaughter of the Maharal of Prague. Her husband, Rav Shmuel, the Rav 

of Worms, was murdered during a pogrom in 1615, and she never remarried. Chava lived in 

Worms until her grandson Yo’ir Chaim’s thirteenth birthday at which time she undertook a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land but was niftar on the way. Rav Yo’ir Chaim esteemed her to 

such an extent that the title of his most famous work, Chavos Yo’ir, is based on her name. 

One of his works, Mekor Chaim, a major commentary on the Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim 

was ready to be printed when the commentaries of Taz and Mogen Avrohom were printed. 

Sadly, Rav Yo’ir Chaim withdrew his own commentary. Besides his halachic expertise he 

had complete mastery of all the sciences and music and had a deep interest in history. He 

also wrote poetry. He compiled a forty-six-volume encyclopedia on many topics. In 1689, 

the Worms community was decimated by the French. Gradually, it was rebuilt. In 1699, he 

was finally appointed Rav of Worms, where his father and grandfather had served before 

him. He served for only three years until his petira, (5463/1702); 

� Rav Masoud Rephael Alfasi. Born in Fez, Morocco. Leader of the Tunisian Jewish 

community. Niftar in Tunisia, (5535/1774); 

� Rav Avrohom Moshe of Peshis’cha, son of Rav Simcha Bunim, (5589/1828); 

� Rav Yosef HaMa’aravi, ba’al mofes, buried in Kfar Elchamama in Tunisia, (5300/1539); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Langner, sixth Stretyner Rebbe (1906–1979). Born to Rav Moshe 

Langner, the fifth Stretyner Rebbe; his sister became the Tolner Rebbetzin. In 1921, his 

father moved the family from Galicia to Toronto. He married in 1929, but he and his wife 

never had children. In 1959, he succeeded his father, (5740/1979); 

� Rav Mordechai Shlomo Berman. Born in Russia to the mekubol, Rav Yehuda Leib 
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Berman, who authored a commentary to the Arizal’s Eitz Chaim, Rav Mordechai Shlomo 

and his family moved to Tel Aviv when he was still young. He attended Yeshiva Chabad 

before his bar mitzva and learned under Rav Dovid Povarsky. When his teacher became 

Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevezh, he took his young talmid with him. When the Chazon Ish found 

out about the illui, he had him move into his home and cared for him as a son. At Ponevezh, 

he became the talmid muvhok of the Roshei Yeshiva, Rav Dovid Povarsky and Rav Shmuel 

Rozovsky. In time, the Chazon Ish married him off to his niece, the daughter of the Steipler 

Gaon. He became Rosh Mesivta of Ponevezh at the age of twenty, and later became Rosh 

Yeshiva, (5692–5765/1931–2004). 

� 2nd of Teves ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Dec 19th) – 8th Day of Chanuka (Zos Chanuka) 

� Rav Yaakov Tzvi of Porisov, (5649/1888); 

� Rav Yitzchok HaLevi Kroiz, Yerushalmi, grandson of Rav Eliezer Yosef, Belzer Rebbe; 

� Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, Rav of Lvov, (5547/1786). 

� 3rd of Teves ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Dec 20th) 

� Rav Avrohom Brandwein of Stretyn, the second of four sons of Rav Yehuda Tzvi of 

Stretyn, who was the foremost student of Rav Uri of Strelisk. Rav Avrohom succeeded his 

father as the Rav of Stretyn, after his father's petira in 1854. Rav Avrohom left four 

daughters, and many of the Stretyner Chassidim followed his son-in-law, Rav Uri 

Rohatyner, and Rav Uri’s son, Yehuda Tzvi, after him. Other Chassidim of Rav Avrohom 

followed Rav Nachman of Bursztyn, who was niftar in 1914, (5625/1864); 

� Rav Yaakov HaKohen Gadisha (1851–1909), Rav and Av Bais Din of Djerba, Tunisia, 

mechaber of Kochav Yaakov, Me'il Yaakov and Halichos Yaakov, (5670/1909); 

� Rav Yechezkel Ezra Yehoshua HaLevi, Rav of the Iraqi community in Yerushalayim, 

(5702/1941); 

� Rav Chaim Leib Shmuelevitz, Rosh Yeshiva Mir (1902–1979), born in Stutchin, Poland, 

where his father, Rav Alter Rephael, was Rosh Yeshiva. His mother, Ettel, was the daughter 

of Rav Yosef Yoizel Horowitz, the Alter of Novardok. In 1920, both of his parents suddenly 

passed away, and Rav Chaim was left to care for his younger brother and two younger 

sisters. When Rav Chaim was twenty-two, Rav Shimon Shkop, Rosh Yeshiva in Grodno, 

invited him to join his Yeshiva. Within three years, Chaim was appointed to a lecturing post 

in the Yeshiva. Rav Chaim continued his studies in Mir where the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Eliezer 

Yehuda Finkel, chose him as a suitable match for his daughter. With the outbreak of World 

War II, he remained with the Mirrer Yeshiva in its exile in Shanghai for five years. After the 

war, he lived for a short while in America. With the establishment of the Mirrer Yeshiva in 

Yerushalayim, he immigrated to Eretz Yisrael and served as its Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Chaim 

authored Sichos Mussar, (5740/1979). 

� 4th of Teves ~ Begins Thursday Night (Dec 21st) 

� Rav Moshe Zev of Bialystock, author of Maros HaTzovos and Agudas Aizov. He was the 

founder of Gemilas Chassodim Bais Medrash, Bialystock’s most prominent Torah center, 

where Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk learned after his marriage. [NOTE: Rav Ze’ev Nachum 

of Bendin, the father of Rav Avrohom Borenstein of Sochatchov, also authored a sefer 

called Agudas Eizov], (5490/1729); 

� Rav Yehoshua Eizel Charif of Slonim (1801–1872), born in Glovanka, near Minsk. After 
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many years of learning with the enthusiastic support of his father-in-law, Rav Yitzchok Fein, 

he became Ravof Kalavaria, then Kutno, and finally Slonim (near Grodno). He was 

mechaber of many seforim, including Emek Yehoshua, Nachlas Yehoshua, Noam 

Yerushalmi, Sefas HaNachal and Atzas Yehoshua, (5633/1872); 

� Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner of Radzin (1839–1891), the Ba’al HaTecheiles. His 

grandfather was Rav Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz, founder of Ishbitz Chassidus, after 

leading a group of talmidim from the court of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. He 

replaced his father as Rebbe of Ishbitz after the former’s petira in 1878. Rav Gershon 

Henoch traveled from Radzin to Italy in search of the chilozon, the marine source from 

which the dye was obtained. The chilozon carried the dye in a special sac located in its 

pharynx. In the famed aquarium at Naples he saw the chilozon and studied the way in which 

the dye was removed and prepared. He discovered that it was used by artists in their 

paintings because it would never fade, (5652/1891); 

� Rav Yaakov Shaul Katzin, head of New York Aleppo community (1900–1994). Born in 

Yerushalayim, he learned at Yeshiva Ohel Mo’ed and at Yeshiva Porat Yosef. In the midst of 

World War I, Yaakov’s father and sister passed away of typhoid fever. His mother passed 

away soon after, and Yaakov was an orphan at sixteen. At eighteen, he married Mazal, the 

daughter of Rav Sholom Hedaya, a noted mekubol and Talmudic scholar, and was appointed 

Rosh Yeshiva in the then-newly erected Yeshiva Porat Yosef building. During the course of 

his life, Yaakov wrote several books on the science of Kabbola. In 1925, he published Ohr 

HaLevona, which consisted of three parts – Ohr HaLevona, Ohr Chodosh and Ohr 

HaChaim – a commentary with chiddushim from the teachings of the Rashash. He also 

wrote Yesod Ho’Emuna, which included arguments that dispelled doubts about the 

authenticity of Kabbola, as well as responsa. In 1931, he published Pri Eitz HaGan, which 

included biographies of prominent Tzaddikim and discussions of their ethical teachings, 

solutions to problems posed by the Gaon Rav Yosef Chaim of Baghdad and the order of 

tefillos for Rosh HaShana, along with explanations. From 1928 to the end of 1932, Rav 

Yaakov served as a Dayan in the Supreme Bais Din of the Sephardi Community of 

Yerushalayim. In 1933, Rav Yaakov accepted an offer from Mogen Dovid Congregation of 

Brooklyn, New York, as Chief Rav and Chief Dayan. On August 10, 1933, Yaakov, Mazal 

and their first four children –Shaul, Shulamis (Charlotte), Avrohom, and Yitzchok–came to 

New York. (They had nine children who reached adulthood.) Shaul became Chief Rav of the 

Brooklyn community after the petira of his father, (5755/1994); 

� Rav Chaim Shaul Dveik, Rosh Yeshiva HaMekubolim of Yerushalayim and mechaber of 

Eifo Shleima, (5694/1933); 

� Rav Shalom Roke’ach, Rav of Skohl, (5722/1961); 

� Mr. Yitzchok Meir (Irving) Bunim (1901–1981). Born in Volozhin, Lithuania, to Rav 

Moshe and Esther Mina Buminowitz, Irving moved to the Lower East Side of New York 

with most of his family in 1910. (His father moved in 1905.) He and his two brothers were 

enrolled in Yeshiva Yaakov Yosef, and his father joined the family of Torah Vodaas. As a 

youth, he joined the fledgling Young Israel movement and made significant inroads from 

within. In the 1940s, he accepted the presidency of Yeshiva Yaakov Yosef, a position he held 

for thirty years. He threw himself into the founding of Bais Medrash Govoha and Kollel in 

Lakewood. He also devoted much time and energy to Chinuch Atzmai and Torah 

U’Mesorah. He and his wife, Blanche, raised three children, Rav Amos, Chana, and Judith, 

(5742/1981); 
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� Rebbetzin Recha Schwab (1908–2003). Married in 1931, she moved with Rav Schwab to 

the United States in 1936, and settled in Washington Heights in 1958. She left this world 

with one hundred and eighty descendants, all Torah-observant, (5764/2003). 

� 5th of Teves ~ Begins Friday Night (Dec 22nd) 
� Rav Mordechai Pinchas Teitz, Rav of Elizabeth, New Jersey (1908–1995). Born in Latvia; 

arrived in USA in 1934 [Hamodia 2005: 4th of Teves], (5756/1995); 

� Rav Shlomo Molcho (1500–1532). Born in Lisbon, Portugal, a descendant of Portuguese 

Marranos. He published twenty-two essays on the topic of redemption according to the 

secrets of Kabbola, in his work, Sefer HaMefo’ar. He met with the Pope and asked him to 

stop the campaign against the Marranos. He also met Rav Yosef Karo in Tzefas and the 

mekubol Rav Yosef Taitzik of Salonica, who taught Rav Molcho Kabbola. His speeches 

inspired many Marranos to publicly return to their faith. Arrested by the officers of the 

Inquisition, he recited Shema with great joy, as he was burned at the stake by Roman 

Emperor Charles V in Mantua, Italy, (5293/1532); 

� Rav Aharon of Titiov, grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5589/1828); 

� Rav Avrohom Yaakov of Sadiger (1884–1961), named for his grandfather, the first 

Sadigerer Rebbe. When Reb Avrohom Yaakov turned eighteen, he married Bluma Raizel, 

the daughter of the Kapischnitzer Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Meir Heschel. With the outbreak of 

the First World War in 1914, the Rebbe fled to Vienna, Austria, and lived there for twenty-

four years. When the Nazis entered Vienna in 1938, the Rebbe was seized and forced to 

sweep the streets clean, to the amusement of the onlooking Germans. After World War II, he 

lived in Tel Aviv, where he continued the Sadigerer line. He authored Abir Yaakov, 

(5722/1961); 

� Rav Yerachmiel Tzvi Rabinowitz, the Biala-Peshis’cha Rebbe. He was born in 1923, the 

firstborn son of the previous Biala Rebbe, the Chelkas Yehoshua. He became Rebbe after his 

father was niftar in 1982 and opened his Bais Medrash in the Har Nof section of 

Yerushalayim, (5764/2003). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Gedalya Ben Yitzchok of LinitzRav Gedalya Ben Yitzchok of LinitzRav Gedalya Ben Yitzchok of LinitzRav Gedalya Ben Yitzchok of Linitz, 29, 29, 29, 29
thththth
    of Kislevof Kislevof Kislevof Kislev    

Mechaber of Teshuos Chen 

So Deep 

Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev 
writes in his letter of approbation to the 
sefer Teshuos Chen:  

“Rav Shmuel Yehuda Leib, the son of 
the Tzaddik, the Gaon and holy flame, our 
Master Gedalya, showed me his father’s 
holy writings. I saw them and studied them 
and they are among the loftiest things in 

the world.” (Haskoma to Teshuos Chen)  

The Berditchever Rav said further 
that many people were unable to delve 
deep enough to understanding the meaning 
behind the holy mechaber because his 
writings are so profound.  

(Publisher’s Introduction to Teshuos Chen) 
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Why Must Eliyohu HaNovi Precede 
Moshiach? 

The prophet Malachi proclaims 
(3:23), “Behold I am sending you Eliyohu 
HaNovi before the great and awesome day 
of Hashem.” Rav Gedalya of Linitz writes 
that he received a tradition from his 
masters and teachers that Moshiach will be 
able to advocate on behalf of all Klal Yisrael 
and find their merits. This limud zechus 
will cause everyone to be filled with feelings 
of remorse and regret, known as hirhurei 
teshuva, leading them to become 
Tzaddikim.  

This concept unlocks the gates of 
light; it illuminates the words of Chazal 
and allows them to be understood. For 
Chazal taught that [Moshiach] ben Dovid 
will only come to a generation that is either 
totally unworthy and guilty or to a 
generation that is all totally worthy and 
meritorious – kulo chayav or kulo zakai. 
Moshiach will be melamed zechus (find 
merit), give everyone the benefit of the 
doubt and advocate on behalf of all of 
them; they will then all do teshuva and be 
meritorious.  

The problem is those who are baalei 
machlokes, masters at causing arguments, 
strife and disagreements. If Moshiach will 
try to find merit with one side, the other 
will be guilty by default, and if Moshiach 

attempts to justify the other side, the 
opposing faction must also by default be 
wrong.  

And so Hashem must send Eliyohi 
HaNovi first, one day before Moshiach 
arrives, in order to make sholom in the 
world. Then afterward Moshiach will arrive 
speedily in our days and will be melamed 
zechus on everyone; the entire world will 
then be meritorious. (Teshuos Chen p. 114) 

 

The Holy Challa of Rebbetzin Perel 

Rav Levi Yitzchok and his Rebbetzin 
once spent Shabbos in the town of Linitz at 
the home of the local Rav, the famed 
Tzaddik and talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov, 
Rav Gedalya of Linitz, mechaber of 
Teshuos Chein. The Linitzer Rebbetzin gave 
the honor of braiding the challos for 
Shabbos to Rebbetzin Perel, the 
Berditchever Rebbetzin. 

When Rebbetzin Perel braided the 
challa in honor of Shabbos, she whispered 
a personal prayer: “Ribbono Shel Olam – 
Master of the world! I beseech You – help 
my Levi Yitzchok, when he recites the 
blessing of Hamotzi over the challa, to 
have in mind the same holy kavonos and 
intentions that I had at the time I braided 
them.” 



Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo Rav Shlomo HaKohenHaKohenHaKohenHaKohen    of Vilna,of Vilna,of Vilna,of Vilna,    29292929
thththth
    Of KislevOf KislevOf KislevOf Kislev        

Mechaber of Cheshek Shlomo 

Rav Shlomo HaKohen was born in 
Vilna in 5588/1828. His father, Rav Yisrael 
Meir HaKohen, served as a Dayan on the 
Vilna Bais Din. Rav Shlomo learned under 
his older brother, Rav Betzalel, whom he 
mentions in his seforim, and later under 
Rav Yitzchok Shirvaniter. At sixteen, Rav 
Shlomo had already finished the entire 
Shas. Rav Shlomo’s glosses on the Gemora 
were published in the Vilna Edition Shas 

under the name Cheshek Shlomo. His 
halachic responsa were published under 
the title She’eilos U’teshuvos Binyan 
Shlomo. Rav Shlomo was a Dayan in Vilna 
for nearly forty years. 

It is related that when thieves once 
broke into his house, he ran home and 
checked to see if his copy of Rabbeinu 
Yerucham was still there. (Rabbeinu 
Yerucham was an expensive and rare sefer 
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at the time). Upon seeing that it was 
untouched, he declared, “Boruch Hashem, 
nothing was stolen.” 

The Chofetz Chaim said that Rav 
Shlomo, who was a Kohen, was ready for 
Moshiach’s arrival and was fluent in all 

Halochos pertaining to Kohanim and the 
Avoda in the Bais HaMikdosh. Rav Shlomo 
was niftar on the 29th of Kislev, the fifth 
day of Chanuka, 5666/1905, at the age of 
seventy-seven. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 

 

Rav Avrohom Moshe Ben Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha,Rav Avrohom Moshe Ben Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha,Rav Avrohom Moshe Ben Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha,Rav Avrohom Moshe Ben Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha,    1111
stststst    
of Tevesof Tevesof Tevesof Teves        

Rav Avrohom Moshe’s recitation of 
Tehillim was a great and lofty form of 
Avodas Hashem. Because he was a very 
weak individual he needed to lie in bed 
while saying Tehillim. He was so involved 
in saying Tehillim that it was described as if 
he was cooking and boiling and his bed 
would shake to and fro. The doctors 
warned that this practice was endangering 
his health and they asked the Chassidim to 
ask his mother to command him with a 
parental decree for the sake of Kibbud Av 
vaEim, the obligation to honor his parents, 
that he stop saying Tehillim! Instead she 
allowed him to recite only one chapter! And 
he was also allowed to look in the Tehillim 
and not say them aloud. 

He was once visited by the Alter 
Vorker Rebbe and Rav Avrohom Moshe 
explained to him the meaning of the pasuk 
(Tehillim 85:5): hofer kaas’cha imonu – 
“annul your anger with us”. We would have 
expected it to read me’imonu – “annul your 
anger from us”. The Vorker was silent and 
waited to hear his explanation. Rav 
Avrohom Moshe continued with a parable: 
There was once a kaiser who was 
perpetually angry. What did they do? They 
brought before him his only child, which 
caused his anger to depart. We too ask 
Hashem, “Annul Your anger with us; use 
us, Hashem, like that beloved only child – 
use us to annul Your anger and quiet Your 
wrath.” (Yemos Olom p. 141 #4) 

 

Rav Mordechai Zev OrensteinRav Mordechai Zev OrensteinRav Mordechai Zev OrensteinRav Mordechai Zev Orenstein,,,,    2222
ndndndnd
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

Rav of Lvov 

Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, born 
in Zlakovah in 5495/1735, was the son of 
Rav Moshe, the parnass of the kehilla. The 
other sons of Rav Moshe included Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Zlakovah and Rav 
Meshulam Zalman Ashkenazi, Rav of 
Pomrein. Rav Moshe was a grandson of the 
Chacham Tzvi. Rav Mordechai Zev was a 
Gaon, fluent in all facets of the Torah. At 
the young age of nineteen, he was 
appointed Rav in Kaminka; later he was 
Rav in Yompala. In 5532/1772, he was 
appointed Rav of Satnov, and this 
appointment led to his being named Chief 
Rav of Poland. Rav Mordechai Zev married 

the daughter of Rav Shaul Charif, Rav of 
Alesk. They had one son, Rav Yaakov 
Meshulam Orenstein, the Yeshuos Yaakov. 

After his wife’s petira, Rav 
Mordechai Zev married the daughter of the 
noggid, Rav Elyokim Getzel of Lubertov. 
With his zivug sheini, his second son, Rav 
Moshe Yehoshua Heschel, Rav of 
Tarnigrad, was born, as well as several 
daughters. His sons-in-law were Rav Aryeh 
Leib Katzenellenbogen, Rav of Brisk; Rav 
Yudel Broida, the mechaber of Zichron 
Yehuda; Rav Yitzchok Etinga, Rav of Lvov; 
Rav Avrohom Abish Ashkenazi of Broida; 
and Rav Dov Berish Heilprin of Brezhan. 
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In 5538/1778, Rav Mordechai Zev 
was chosen to serve as Rav of Lvov in place 
of Rav Shlomo of Chelema, the Mirkeves 
HaMishna. Rav Mordechai Zev was 
pleased to be appointed Rav in the same 
city in which his grandfather, the Chacham 
Tzvi, had earlier lived, while the kehilla was 
happy to have such a famous and admired 

Rav. In Lvov, Rav Mordechai Zev founded 
a Yeshiva and headed it, teaching many 
talmidim who went on to become Gedolei 
Yisrael and Rabbonim. Rav Mordechai Zev 
served as Rav of Lvov until his petira on 
the 2nd of Teves 5547/1786, at the age of 
fifty-two.  

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
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Grandson of the Yid HaKodosh, Mechaber of Atara Lerosh Tzaddik

On Zos Chanuka, the Porisover 
Rebbe declared that Chanuka is a segula 
for having children. He explained that the 
reason is because peru urevu, the 
commandment to be fruitful and multiply 
and have a family, is the first mitzva in the 
Torah, whereas Chanuka is the final 
mitzva enacted by Chazal. Sefer Yetzira 
teaches us that we must connect the 
beginning to the end and the end to the 

beginning. There are Keser Mitzvos in 
total. Keser is 620 in gematria, which 
includes the 613 biblical commandments 
and the seven mitzvos deRabbonon. A 
keser (“crown”) is a circle, where the end 
and beginning meet. Thus, the first mitzva 
and the last mitzva meet each other, where 
the beginning and end of the circle join. 
(VaYakhel Shlomo BeSofo)    
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Rav of the Iraqi community in Yerushalayim

Rav Yechezkel Ezra Yehoshua 
HaLevi was born in Baghdad, 
around5612/1852. As a bochur, he learned 
in the Bais Zilcha Bais Medrash. In 
5649/1889, Rav Yechezkel was appointed 
to run the organization that collected funds 
on behalf of the poorer chassonim and 
kallos in Baghdad. 

He moved to Eretz Yisrael in 
5657/1897 and settled in Yerushalayim. 
Ten years later, in 5667/1907, he and other 
Rabbonim founded Yeshivas Shoshanim 
L’Dovid for the Iraqi kehilla. Rav Yechezkel 
traveled abroad a number of times on 
behalf of this Yeshiva, including to Egypt. 
He was also the president of the committee 
of the Iraqi community in Yerushalayim. 

In 5682/1922, Rav Yechezkel 

traveled on behalf of the local Iraqi 
community to Baghdad to solicit support 
for those who lived in Eretz Yisrael and to 
encourage more Iraqi Jews to move there. 
He was known as a spellbinding darshan; 
many flocked to his weekly Shabbos 
afternoon derashos in Bais Knesses 
Shoshanim L’Dovid. Rav Yechezkel was the 
mechaber of numerous seforim: Arugas 
HaBosem on the aggodos of Shas; Tehilla 
v’Tiferes on Tehillim; Simchas Yom Tov on 
the Haggoda shel Pesach; Shiros 
v’Tishbachos, piyutim and poems; Minchas 
Oni, a mussar work; and others. Some of 
his works remain in manuscript form. Rav 
Yechezkel was niftar on the 3rd of Teves 
5702/1941. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
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Rosh Yeshiva Mir 

Rav Fisher related the following account: 

In the summer of tov-shin-lamed-
alef, I was driving my car past the Bais 
Yisrael neighborhood in Yerushalayim, 
when suddenly I noticed Rav Chaim 
Shmuelevitz standing by the bus stop, 
waiting. I stopped my car and offered him a 
ride. “Listen, you don’t know where I am 
traveling to and I don’t wish to take you out 
of your way, so I don’t want to get into your 
car,” the Rosh Yeshiva answered.  

“I am traveling in the same direction 
as you anyway.”  

“How do you know which way I am 
headed?” smiled the Rosh Yeshiva in 
response, and I answered him the same: 
“And how does the Rosh Yeshiva know 
which way I am headed?”  

In the end, the Rosh Yeshiva 
admitted defeat to my coaxing and 
arguments, and agreed to get into my car. 

As soon as he was settled, I turned 
to the Rosh Yeshiva and asked, “Where 
to?”  

“To Chevron, to the Kivrei Avos!” 
answered Rav Chaim.  

“That’s exactly where I was going,” I 
bantered back. We continued on our way 
till we arrived not far from Kever Rochel. 
We were prevented from continuing by a 
large Arab demonstration taking place 
following the Egyptian president’s death. 
This violent demonstration was 

accompanied by rock-throwing toward our 
vehicle and I had no choice but to turn the 
car around and head back, seeing that our 
way was blocked and dangerous. 

After a few minutes, the Rosh 
Yeshiva asked, “Why are we headed back?”  

“Because,” I answered naively, “they 
are throwing rocks at us and it’s 
dangerous!”  

At this, the Rosh Yeshiva began to 
cry and he declared, “No! That’s not why! 
That’s not the reason! We are headed back 
because from Shomayim they aren’t giving 
me the opportunity – I don’t have the 
zechus to daven at the Kivrei Avos! The 
demonstration, the Arabs, the rocks – all 
these obstacles are against me, personally, 
to prevent me from getting to the Avos. 
Through my numerous sins I have been 
prevented, because I don’t have the zechus 
to daven at the Kivrei Avos.” And so he 
continued to cry. 

This memory is something that will 
always be with me, explained Rav Fisher, 
and from that trip I learned hands-on that 
if ever anything in life is a failure, if ever 
something doesn’t work out the way I chose 
or decided, the fault lies solely with me. I 
am he who was found unworthy; I did not 
have the zechus (merit) – and I am the 
cause of my own failures.” (Sefer Shemuos 
Tovos) 
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The Ba’al HaTecheiles (1839-1891) 

What is the Color of Techeiles? 

When Rav Gershon Henoch came up 
with his new formula for reintroducing the 
techeiles to dye the wool of tzitzis, he 

created a huge stir. He went from Rebbe to 
Rebbe trying to get their approval for his 
method. 

Among those he approached was 



18 � Mikeitz / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Rav Yehoshua of Belz, who turned him 
down and refused to approve of his dye. 
“Let me explain my refusal,” Rav Yehoshua 
said. “If you wish to argue with me using 
your Talmudic skills and erudition, you will 
surely defeat me because your intellectual 
prowess in Torah is certainly superior to 
mine! However, I will tell you a story why I 
simply cannot agree with you.  

 “Once, my saintly father, the 

Tzaddik, the Sar Sholom of Belz, woke me 
early at dawn and asked me to come 
outside with him. He pointed upward to 
the heavens and showed them to me, 
saying, 'Do you see the color of the sky? 
This,' he pointed, 'is the color of techeiles.' 
Now, unfortunately, the color you show me 
here does not match the color my father 
showed me.” (Otzar Yisrael in the name of 
Mordechai Hirsch p.119) 

 

 

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Ben Yisrael Friedman of SadigurRav Avrohom Yaakov Ben Yisrael Friedman of SadigurRav Avrohom Yaakov Ben Yisrael Friedman of SadigurRav Avrohom Yaakov Ben Yisrael Friedman of Sadigur,,,,    5555
thththth    
of Tevesof Tevesof Tevesof Teves    

The Abir Yaakov  

Such a Nusach HaTefilla 

A bochur once came before Rav 
Avrohom Yaaakov of Sadigur, the Abir 
Yaakov, and asked the Rebbe for help, 
because he was having difficulty 
concentrating during davening and felt 
that he did not daven properly. “How can 
anyone have problems concentrating 
during davening,” wondered the Tzaddik 
rhetorically, “when Chazal composed a 
unique nusach hatefilla? It’s practically 
impossible to have any extraneous and 
foreign thoughts when you daven!” 

 

Learn Out Loud 

When another bochur complained to 
the Tzaddik that he had issues learning 
Torah and was not successful, the Rebbe 
wondered aloud, “How can such a thing be? 
Why don’t you try and study out loud? 
When I was a youngster,” explained the 
Abir Yaakov, “my brother and I studied in 
a Bais Medrash approximately three 
houses away from my home and we studied 
with such loud voices that my parents 
could hear us from a distance, and when we 
came home, we could tell by looking at my 
father’s facial expression whether we had 
studied well that day or not!” 

 

The Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Once, when some of his Chassidim 
came from the kloiz in Haifa, they told the 
Rebbe that every Shabbos night they study 
the sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
together. However, when they reached 
Parshas Vayikra and tried to study his holy 
words and commentary, they ran into 
problems – they had difficulty 
understanding it. They wanted to know if 
instead they could switch to studying the 
commentary of the Ramban. The Rebbe’s 
answer was harsh. “Do you mean to tell me 
if you study Gemora and reach a difficult 
point or sugya that you cease learning?!” 
Under the Rebbe’s guidance the kloiz 
persisted in its custom and the weekly 
Shabbos night shiur in Ohr HaChaim 
continued, as well as in the sefer Toldos 
Yaakov Yosef.  

 

Gimmel Cheshvan – the Rizhiner’s 
Yahrzeit Tisch 

There was once a Chassid whose 
daughter’s chasuna was planned for 
Gimmel Cheshvan, the same date as the 
Yahrzeit of the heilige Rizhiner, the 
forebear of the Abir Yaakov of Sadigur.  

On that holy date, the Abir Yaakov 
conducted a festive tisch and always spoke 
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highly of the importance and greatness 
attributed to participation on such an 
auspicious occasion. The Chassid was 
therefore thoroughly downcast and decided 
that perhaps he should leave the wedding 
in the middle and join the Rebbe’s tisch. 
When he presented this ingenious solution 
to the Rebbe, he was met with emphatic 
opposition; the Rebbe would not agree at 
all. Instead, the Rebbe told the Chassid the 
following: “I have received a tradition from 
my forebear, the great Maggid of Mezritch, 
that when Jews sit together and one of 
them thinks the proper thoughts, the entire 
group is considered to be at a farbrengen 
or (Chassidish gathering). When you sit 
down to the wedding meal together with 
everyone and concentrate your thoughts on 
Gimmel Cheshvan, your entire chasuna 
seuda will be transformed and considered 
to be a Gimmel Cheshvan seuda!” and he 
opposed the idea that the Chassid should 
leave the wedding. 

 

Which is Greater? 

After the Abir Yaakov visited 
Yerushalayim for the first time and was 
preparing to leave, the Chassidim 
requested from the Rebbe a coin to 
purchase mashke – lechaim. The Rebbe 
inquired whether they gathered together 
and sat for Chassidish gatherings [to relate 
stories of Tzaddikim, encourage each other 
and offer chizuk and sing]. 

The Rebbe then told them the 
following story: 

Once, as the Chassidim sat together 
in the kloiz, suddenly, my Zeide, the heilige 
Rizhiner entered and asked them, “Which 
is more important, traveling to the Rebbe 
or traveling to Chassidim?”  

To the astonishment of all 
assembled, one of those present answered, 
“Traveling to Chassidim!”  

When the Rizhiner asked him to 
explain himself, he did. “Once, the evil 

inclination tempted me to sin, and I had a 
very difficult test. I thought to myself as 
follows: Let’s say I fail the test and sin, how 
will I ever face the Rebbe? Surely he will 
recognize my failure and see the sin etched 
on my face. And so I decided I would travel 
instead to a Rebbe of lesser stature, 
someone who lacked such spiritual prowess 
– surely he would not have the ability to 
know my wrongdoings! However, 
immediately I realized that, even if I could 
exchange my Rebbe and find another one, 
where would I ever find such good friends 
as the Chassidim with whom I sit and 
farbreng? And this thought is what saved 
me from transgression!” 

 

Thoughts Loftier Than Deeds 

A Chassid once came to spend 
Shabbos with the Rebbe, and on Erev 
Shabbos he hurried off to immerse in the 
mikve. To his dismay, although he had 
rushed to be on time, when he arrived it 
was too late and he found the mikve locked. 
When the Chassid related this to the Abir 
Yaakov, he responded with a story: 

One of the talmidim of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov had to work very, very hard to 
build a mikve in his hometown. Finally, 
after he had succeeded, he needed to exert 
tremendous efforts to build a ladder, and 
finally, when that was done and the mikve 
was ready, the ladder broke! When he 
poured out his sorrows before the Ba’al 
Shem Tov, the Tzaddik answered him that 
even though he lacked the act itself of 
having performed the mitzva 
corresponding to the exterior of the mitzva, 
he had at least succeeded in fulfilling the 
intention behind the mitzva, which 
succeeded with no ulterior motives 
whatsoever, because there was no act 
involved. And so, in a certain way, his 
mitzva of mikve was loftier than had he 
actually succeeded in performing the deed 
itself! (Abir Yaakov p. 313–315) 
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The Kedushas Levi says that women have a tremendous ability to gain from the lights of 
Chanukah. He states that each night of Chanukah is mesugal for different things for women to 
daven for. 

� 1st night – Not to be lonely or depressed; 
� 2nd night – Shidduchim and  Shalom Bayis; 
� 3rd night – Healthy, happy and good children. (The Chasam  Sofer says when you cry in 
front of the candles - you can be sure your teffilos will be answered); 

� 4th night – (Four Imahos) To be a conventional woman within her own space who is 
true to her essence; 

� 5th night – (Chamisha Chumshei Torah) Daven your husband and children should be a 
talmidei chachamim. (By the 5thnight, more of the menorah is lit up. You can daven for 
more revelation and light in your life); 

� 6th night – Simcha. (You can have everything and still be sad, so this is an opportunity 
to daven for simcha); 

� 7th night – Blissful Shabbos Kodesh infused with zmiros, divrei torah by your seuda. 
Shabbos is source of all bracha; 

� 8th (Zos) night – Mesugal for barren women. (The number eight is above nature. 
According to Kabbalah: because the world was created in seven days so the number 
eight is considered beyond creation). Very powerful day to daven for yourself and 
others who weren’t yet zocheh to children. 
The Kedushas Levi says if you are planning to start something new, if you start on 

Chanukah it will surely be blessed. 
    

A A A A Freilichen Freilichen Freilichen Freilichen ChanukahChanukahChanukahChanukah....    
 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 



בס"ד

פרקי תהלי� לומר בכל לילה 
צ:יז ויהי נע� א' אלקינו עלינו ומעשה ידינו כוננה עלינו ומעשה ידינו כוננהו (ח' פעמי�)

חנוכה

The Ben Ish Chai teaches 
that this is the perek the 

Chashmonaim said before 
going out to war against 

the Yevanim.

The Chida teaches that 
saying this perek in front 

of the Menorah is as if you 
lit the Menorah in the Beis 

HaMikdash. It is also a 
segula for protection.

The Ben Ish Chai teaches 
that this perek is a segula 
to remove fears, anxiety 
and emotional sickness. 

The Chasam Sofer says 
when you cry in front of 

the candles you can be sure 
your tefilos are answered.

פרק קלג
פרק לג

  נשמת כל חי

אנא בכח
פרק ל פרק 
"ז

פרק צ"א
(ח' פעמי�)

From the Ohel Sarah Amen Group Chanuka Booklet
לע"נ שרה יוטא בת אפרי� מני� מענדל ודינה מארטא	 שיחיו

לזכות רפואה שלימה לחיה רייזל בת דינה

1st night:
Not to be lonely or depressed

2nd night:
Shidduchim, Shalom Bayis to find your marriage partner and marital peace.

3rd night:
Good, happy, and healthy children. (All of Hashem's children should learn Torah for the sake of Heaven) 

4th night:
Our 4 mothers. To be a healthy and wholesome woman and mother in the four corners of our home

5th night:
Torah. We daven our souls should be full of Torah. We daven that all of Hashem's children should be 
enlightened with the sweet and holy Torah.

6th night:
Daven for Simcha

7th night:
Daven for happy and peaceful Shabbosim. Shabbosim filled with zmeior and Torah.

8th night:
An auspicious time to daven for barren women. Eight is above nature. It is a powerful day to daven for 
miracles.

Chanukah Segulos  from the Kedushas Levi
The Kedushas Levi says if you are planning to start something new start it on Chanukah and it will be blessed. 
Each night of Chanukah is auspicious time to daven for different things:

Prepared by Shoshie Nissenbaum ~ shoshieyn@gmail.com



בס"ד
More ideas from the Ben Ish Chai:

Gaze at the candles and draw from their hidden light.

After completing the tefilos upon lighting the candles, it is an enormously auspicious time to daven for healing, 
shidduchim, good livelihood, and all types of salvation. The first night, the eighth night and Rosh Chodesh have 
an even stronger Koach HaTefilah. 

It is proper to serve festive meals on Chanukah and to sing songs of praise. To commemorate the dairy feast 
that Yehudis prepared for the Greek ruler which brought about his downfall.

Other ideas:

Every day after the lighting of the candles, there is a powerful segula  for women to remain a half hour next to 
the lit candles, not to do any work, to gaze at the candles and to daven. 

Give Tzedaka everynight before lighting the Menorah.

The Ruzhiner Rebbe taught: The very act that the greatest Tzadkim of the generation cannot perform at Ne'eliah 
of Yom Kippur, any simple Jew can do through the tears that he sheds in front of the Chanukah candles.

When we light the Menorah we express thanks and praise to Hashem for the miracles of the past on both a 
national and individual level. 

1st night:
"Think about all the love you have ever received. " Think about all the gifts that Hashem can offer. 

2nd night:
Daven for healing, clarity and vision

3rd night:
Meditate : "Your soul is a flame of the One Fire, the One Source; in the deepest recesses of yourself, you 
are always connected as one with the All-Pervasive Light. Ein od mi'L'vado: These is nothing but One.

4th night:
Be present, daven to Hashem to live in the present, in His presence.

5th night:
Daven for unity within oneself, and all of Am Yisrael. "To behold this deepest unity is to dissolve inner 
strife and live a life of harmony".

6th night:
Ask yourself : "Do I have a clear sense/ an acute awareness of my purpose in this world? Do I know what 
I should be doing I norder to live out my full potential and purpose? Ask the questions and beckon the 
answers to come to the surface, for the answers are within you. Sit with the honest answers to these 
penetrating question. With acceptance of your life's current reality, be open!"

7th night:
Ask yourself "Ayekah? Where am I in the life's journey? Is my inner tzadik shining forth?"

8th night:
 "The flames of the Menorah gently whisper to us to turn our attention inward and behold the luminous 
potential of our souls.. .  we will rediscover a place of Hidden Light deep within us, a light that has 
always been there!"

From Rabbi Pinson's book on Chanukah:

Prepared by Shoshie Nissenbaum ~ shoshieyn@gmail.com
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