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Parshas Shemini 

The Unconventional Connection to Hashem 

What could be a greater source of inspiration for 

life than seeing the Chofetz Chaim? Can you 

imagine someone giving up such an opportunity? 

R’ Michal Yehuda Lefkovitz was once asked if 

he merited seeing the Chofetz Chaim. He 

responded as follows. “When I was a Bachur the 

Chofetz Chaim once came to our town. We were 

all learning in the Beis Medrash when word 

spread like wildfire that the Chofetz Chaim had 

arrived. Instantly all of the Bachurim vanished 

from the Beis Medrash in anticipation of 

observing the greatest man of their generation. I 

knew that nothing would be happening for a few 

minutes, thus I remained behind to seize another 

five minutes of Torah.  When I was ready to 

close my sefer, I noticed that the Beis Medrash 

had become a ghost town. I felt it was wrong for 

there to be no ל תורהקו  in middle of seder, thus I 

decided that the right thing to do was to stay 

behind and learn. So no, I never had the merit of 

seeing the Chofetz Chaim.” 

Many times we are in a situation that seems to be 

the Ruchniyuis’dik opportunity of a lifetime, but 

it is not always simple that it is the right thing to 

do. We must always go with what is ratzon 

Hashem, not with what seems more holy.  

It may seem like we are losing out, but 

inspiration comes from Hashem, and He can 

provide us with a boost in a less than optimal 

situation. I don’t know who the other Bachurim 

were and how much their lives were altered by 

seeing the Chofetz Chaim, but I do know that R’ 

Michal Yehuda became the leader of his 

generation despite his forfeiting this once in a 

lifetime opportunity. 

After the death of נדב ואביהו Moshe Rabeinu 

requested מישאל ואלצפן to enter the Mishkan and 

remove the corpses. The word Moshe used was 

 go closer’. This word has two trop on‘ ,'קרבו'

it,  This is an unusual .גרשיים and  גדולה-אתליש

occurrence, what is the significance of these 

trop? 

R’ Avraham Yitzchak Shain in his Seferברכת איש 

says a phenomenal vort. Let us put ourselves in 

their situation; they had been donating for, and 

had been building the Mishkan for months in 

anticipation of Hashem’s Shechina coming to 

dwell amongst them. Finally the big day had 

arrived; they were setting up the Mishkan for the 

very first time. Soon, in front of everyone the 

Glory of the Shechina will appear. This will be a 

source of inspiration and elevation that would 

alter their lives. Suddenly למישא  and אלצפן are 

asked to carry out the corpses thereby making 

themselves טמא. They would now be expelled 

from the מחנה thereby barring them from this 

great event. What was their emotion? As the trop 

portray it, they sensed  a ,גרשיים and  גדולה-אתליש

great disconnection and expulsion. They would 

be barred from this once in a life time 

opportunity. Surely they would miss out in this 

closeness to Hashem. To give perspective to 

their act, Moshe Rabeinu used the word קרבו, 

make yourselves close, you may feel 

disconnected, but this act will be the greatest 

source of closeness. Inspiration is from Hashem, 

He can send it to us in the most unlikely 

situation. 

Rabbi Shain concludes with a phenomenal 

observation, “Who was the נשיא of קהת? It was 
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none other than אלצפן, the very same person who 

forfeited the opportunity of experiencing the 

great revelation. Did he lose out? Not at all, he 

ended up being holier than the rest of his family. 

And it is likely that this deed of his was what 

uplifted him to a higher level of Kedusha.” 

The lesson is clear; we mustn’t follow the path 

of what looks holier; we must follow Hashem’s 

will. Surely doing what is right will serve as a 

greater bonder between us and Hashem. 

I would like to share another story that illustrates 

this point beautifully. The dream of every 

Yeshiva bachur is eat meals by great Talmidei 

Chachamim. There once was a bachur who had 

an opportunity to eat by R’ Moshe Shapiro Zt’l. 

R’ Moshe was known to be always thinking in 

learning. His thoughts were always deep and 

profound and he was an expert in halacha and 

agaddah. Thus, the bachur eagerly awaited the 

opportunity to grow from the well springs of R’ 

Moshe’s wisdom. How disappointed he was, 

there was another guest by the table; a 

handicapped neighbor who did not have much 

interest in Torah knowledge. R’ Moshe, knowing 

that his neighbor had an appreciation for 

construction, conversed with him about bridges 

and airplanes and the like. When the bachur 

tried sticking in a Torah thought between 

conversations, R’ Moshe gave him a stern look 

as if saying, ‘now is not the time’. 

R’ Moshe Shapiro definitely had little interest in 

that conversation. There is nothing that he 

desired more than to engross himself in Torah. 

Yet he knew that ratzon Hashem was for him to 

make light conversation. He did not follow the 

path of what feels holier; he did what is in sync 

with Hashem’s desire.  

Many times it is not black and white; how are we 

to know what the right thing to do is? I once 

heard a Phenomenal vort that addresses this 

issue. נדב ואביהו surely though that they were 

doing something great, yet it was wrong because 

it was against Hashem’s word. Chazal say that 

they were held accountable for not conferring 

with each other. This is problematic; they both 

were under the opinion that it was a 

commendable deed, what would it have helped 

to confer with each other?  

We see from here that deep down we recognize 

the truth. When it comes to someone else we can 

think objectively and identify the proper path. 

Only when it comes to ourselves, where we are 

subjective are we blinded by what feels 

inspirational. Our job is to not let ourselves get 

blinded; think objectively and follow the right 

path. Indeed if they would have conferred with 

each other they would have had a different 

conclusion. With an objective opinion it is easy 

to recognize the truth. 

I would like to conclude with the following 

story. The Pesach Seder is an uplifting 

experience for everyone. It is a time that is 

eagerly awaited and that great people utilize 

properly for the ultimate spiritual boost. R’ 

Leizer Geldzahler was known for his 'עבודת ה. 

One can well imagine what his Seder looked 

like. Surely he would speak about Yetziyas 

Metzrayim imbuing himself and his family with 

Emunah and closeness to Hashem. Surely he 

would not waste the time with idle chatter. Yet 

one year his seder was very different; he was by 

his shver’s house in Milwaukee. Sitting next to 

him was an elderly individual. It wasn’t every 

day that this man had someone next to him 

giving him attention, thus he took advantage of 

the opportunity to relate to R’ Leizer everything 

that was happening in his life. R’ Leizer spent 

much of the Seder leaning towards his neighbor 

conversing about everything under the sun. Yes 

it was not what one would envision as the ideal 

uplifting situation, but if Hashem placed him in 

this position, it must be His will for him to 

follow this path. Doing ratzon Hashem serves as 

the greatest catalyst for closeness to Hashem.  


