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 ְוַגם ְללֹוט ַהֹהֵלְך ֶאת ַאְבָרם ָהָיה צֹאן ּוָבָקר ְוֹאָהִלים

“And Lot who went with Avram had flocks cattle and tents.”   

Never give up on anyone 

  The headline of this week’s parsha is 

Avram going into exile. Hashem tells Avram to 

leave his homeland and journey to a land 

unknown to him, far away from his familiar 

surroundings.  Of the ten major challenges in 

Avram’s life, this was the second.  Avram did as 

Hashem commanded him and went on this 

journey together with his wife Sarai and his 

nephew Lot.  It seems strange that traveling 

away from one’s homeland should have been 

considered such a difficult challenge.  Avram 

was not an eighteen year old boy, he was a 

middle-aged man with a large household of his 

own.  The Torah tells us that in traveling away 

from home, Avram was also leaving behind the 

corrupt mentality of his homeland.  However, in 

leaving Avram took along not only his wife, his 

servants and all of his belongings, but also his 

nephew Lot.  

Lot  was a problematic person in 

Avram’s life. After living with Avram for years 

and learning about Hashem, he nevertheless 

continued to engage in questionable business 

practices. Lot allowed his shepherds to pasture 

his flock on other people’s fields.  Avram, on the 

other hand, was so careful with other people’s 

property that he instructed his shepherds to 

muzzle the animals if they were passing through 

someone else’s land.  Avraham decided to make 

a split and give Lot a way out to resettle himself 

far away from Avram’s family. To his surprise 

Lot chose to live in S’dom, a corrupt city where 

crime and promiscuity was rampant.  Clearly, 

Lot was choosing to throw away his relationship 

with Avram and everything he learned from 

him. Yet when Avram learned that S’dom will 

be destroyed and all its inhabitants will die, he 

pleaded for Lot and went to save him. Clearly 

Avram had a feeling of responsibility to Lot that 

was not contingent on Lot’s choices in life. Why 

did Avraham feel this way? 

According to the Zohar, Avraham 

foresaw a treasure hidden in Lot’s progeny.  He 

saw that in the future king David would descend 

from Lot. The royal house of Dovid originated 

with none other than Avram’s troubled nephew. 

The Medrash explains the verse:  ְוַגם ְללֹוט ַהֹהֵלְך ֶאת

 Also Lot who went“ ,ַאְבָרם ָהָיה צֹאן ּוָבָקר ְוֹאָהִלים

with Avram had flocks cattle and tents.”  The 

word “tents” in plural is a hint to two important 

people who come from Lot; Shlomo’s wife 

Na’amah Ha’amonis and Rus, the great-

grandmother of Dovid Hamelech. The verse in 

Tehillim alludes to the fact that Dovid was 

found in S‘dom as it says, “I have found Dovid 

my servant, with my holy oil I have anointed 

him.” The Medrash asks, “Where did I find him? 

In S’dom, the birth place of his great 

grandmother Ruth.”  Dovid’s future began with 

Ruth’s conversion. Perhaps it could even be said 

that Ruth’s loyalty to her Jewish mother-in-law 

and her extraordinary piety were corrective of 

her ancestor Lot’s mistakes.  
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This is a valid answer to those 

commentators on the Torah who were 

bewildered by Avram’s decision to take Lot 

along on his journey. 

 The lesson that we can learn from the 

story of Avram and Lot is profound.  One should 

never give up hope on anyone. We can never 

know what can come from giving a person 

another chance to change and rehabilitate. 

Avram had a lot of aggravation from Lot, but he 

went as far as putting himself in harm’s way in 

order to save Lot, all because he believed that 

one day something good would eventually come 

from him.  

The Gemora in Eiruvin(54 b), relates a 

story about Rav Preida and one of his students 

who had a really hard time in understanding  his 

studies. Rav Preida had to repeat the lesson four 

hundred times in order for the student to grasp it. 

One day Rav Preida had to leave and attend to a 

particular matter involving a mitzvah. Before 

leaving he taught the student the lesson four 

hundred times but still he did not grasp the 

lesson. Rav Preida asked him “Why is today 

different?” The student told him, “From the very 

moment I heard that you had to leave, my 

attention was diverted because I was constantly 

worried that you would leave.” Rav Preida said 

to him, “Pay attention and I will teach it to you.” 

He taught him again four hundred times. A 

heavenly voice emanated and asked Rav Preida, 

“Do you prefer that four hundred years be added 

to your life, or that you and your generation 

merit the life of the World to Come?” Rav 

Preida replied, “That I and my generation merit 

the life of the World to Come.” Hashem said to 

them, “Give him both this and this.” 

Rav Preida perseverance and commitment to his 

student merited a wonderful reward, not only for 

him but for his entire generation. Had Rav 

Preida given up all hope on his student’s 

success, or had he given up on that one 

particular occasion, the outcome would have 

been very different.  

There are times in our lives when we 

encounter people like Lot.  Some people, who 

have benefitted from our generosity, give us 

very little incentive to ever do a favor for them 

again. Sometimes we invest time and financial 

resources to help people and in turn all we get is 

aggravation and heartache. At other times we 

meet people who sorely try our patience.  These 

are tests to challenge our kindness and 

forbearance.  

A part of Avram’s test was dealing with 

Lot, a complex and difficult person. As was the 

case with all the other tests, Avram too passed 

this one with flying colors.  Unlike Avram we 

cannot see the future and cannot predict what 

will come of people we meet; we have to assume 

that everyone has sparks of potential and 

possibilities for spiritual greatness. We cannot 

give up hope in people nor can we underestimate 

them. We have to treat them as if they are 

destined for greatness, because truly we don’t 

know what greatness will come from them.  May 

we always be zoche to see the fruits of our labor 

and the reward of our efforts. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Shabbos 

 שבת שלום 

       

 


