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1. When Pinchos ben Elozzor ben Aharon HaKohen acted for the honour of HaShem in 

the brave way that he did, it was not without criticism.  Although his zealous act had 

halted the ravages of the plague (see   SIDRA  OF  THE  WEEK:   בלק )  some misguided 

people complained.  Why did he act so violently — couldn't Pinchos have merely injured 

Zimri, perhaps, or disabled him in some other way?  What right, these people asked, did 

Pinchos have to kill a Prince of one of the Tribes?  And killing the Midyanite princess 

who was with Zimri could have dire consequences upon the Jewish People — in 

revenge, they might declare war against us. 

2. This week's Sidra starts with the pronouncement by HaShem that He, HaShem, is 

pleased with Pinchos.  HaShem salutes his courageous and rightful act.  It has diverted 

the anger of HaShem from the Jewish People, showing as it does that there is within the 

Jewish People itself a “self-correcting” element of straight-thinking and earnest people 

who will not tolerate immorality, such as that exhibited by Zimri, within the Jewish 

People.  This righteous anger and direct action are good and show that the ordinary 

people of the Jewish Nation can be depended upon even when one of their own Princes 

might dare to lead others astray.   

 3. The high praise that HaShem bestowed upon Pinchos for his courageous act shows 

clearly that it is the self-correction by the ordinary people of the Jewish Nation that finds 

favour with HaShem.  Indeed, had Pinchos been a Kohen at the time, this would not 

necessarily have shown that the Jewish People as a whole were worthy.  (After all, 

Kohannim, the Torah teachers of the Jewish People and the repository, as it were, of 

HaShem's teachings and the guardians of the Jewish Nation's morals, are expected to 

act in such a way.)  But Pinchos, at the time of his act for the honour of HaShem, 

although a grandson of Aharon HaKohen, was not himself a Kohen.  Pinchos's 

ordinariness demonstrated that within the Jewish Nation there is this capacity of self-

correction.  Furthermore, because he has shown such real concern for the dignity of the 

Jewish People, HaShem bestows upon Pinchos the crown of Kehunnah, so that Pinchos 

too, and his descendants forever, are included in the Tribe of the Kohannim.  For by his 

fearless action, Pinchos has shown himself worthy to be included amongst those who 

safeguard the Jewish People for all time. 

 4. Because of the part that the Midyanites played in the plot to entice the Jewish People 

away from the holy Torah to sin, HaShem commands the Jewish People to harass them 

and thus incite them to war.  Midyon is considered more detestable than Mo'av because 

whereas Mo'av, who were to share a border with us, ostensibly could claim that they felt 
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threatened by the advance of the Jewish People, Midyon on the other hand had involved 

themselves in a conflict with us although they were not at all threatened — their hatred 

was totally unprovoked.  Furthermore, whereas the Midyanites had deliberately 

abandoned themselves to immoral purposes (to such an extent that even heathen 

peoples were disgusted by their behaviour) Mo'av, although guilty of much the same 

depravity, at least had some latent quality of decency within them (as was realized in 

later generations). 

 5. After the plague (and, as it transpired, preparatory to Mosheh our Teacher handing us 

over to his successor) HaShem commands the counting of the Jewish People, as 

previously, according to their Tribes and their paternal families.  These families, 

comprising HaShem's Own People, were the ones who now were to inherit Eretz 

Yisroel, according to their needs and at the direction of HaShem. 

 6. In response to the claim of the astute daughters of Tselofchod, Mosheh our Teacher had 

to enquire from HaShem how — or indeed whether — those families' heads who had 

no male successors were to be allotted a portion in Eretz Yisroel.  In reply, HaShem 

commands the Laws of Inheritance, and these Laws are set out in this week's Sidra. 

 7. HaShem tells Mosheh our Teacher to go up Mount Avorrim and glimpse the Promised 

Land, for he will not be allowed to come there.  Mosheh is told that soon he is to die — 

just as Aharon his brother died — because of the episode at the Waters of Strife.  When 

Mosheh hears this, his main concern is the future of the Jewish People, and Mosheh 

speaks to HaShem, begging Him to appoint a leader for the People “that they should not 

be like sheep without a shepherd.”  HaShem tells Mosheh to take Yehoshua bin Noon, 

Mosheh's faithful minister from his youth, whom HaShem has imbued with His Spirit 

and, in the presence of Elozzor the Kohen Ga'dol and in the presence of all the People, 

to appoint him as their next leader. 

 8. There follow the laws of the various public Korbonnos with their libations and Menochos 

(that is, their accompanying meal-offerings) to be brought on different occasions, in 

addition to the daily Korban Tommid.  There is the Korban Mussaf for Shabbos 

(“Mussaf” means “additional”), the Korban for Rosh Chodesh, the Korbonnos for 

Pessach, those for Shovuos, for Rosh HaShannah, for Yom Kippur, and the various 

Korbonnos brought on the seven days of Sukkos (together with the water libations) and 

finally the Korbonnos brought on Sheminni Atserres. 

 

For the explanation of the Haftorah of Sidra  פינחס  please go to HAFTORAHS. 
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This week’s Haftorah is from the first Book of Melochim, 

from Chapter 18, verse 46 till Chapter 19 verse 21. 

1. It is rather unusual for this Haftorah to be read at all because in most years the Sidra 
Pinchos is read after the Seventeenth of Tammuz.  In those years, the two Sidras of 
Mattos and Massay are combined and are read on the Shabbos after Sidra Pinchos, the 
Haftorah of Sidra Pinchos is then omitted and is replaced with the first of the special 
Haftoras of Rebuke.  When this Haftorah is read, however, we have the opportunity to 
focus on some of the lessons to be learned from this chapter in our history. 

2. The connexion between the events of the Sidra and the Haftorah is pretty clear.  In the 
Sidra, Pinchos disregarded his own safety and acted with brave zeal to defend the 
honour of HaShem.  In the Haftorah it is Eliyohu who single-handedly destroys the 
priests of the Baal who, under the patronage and protection of King Achov and his 
Phœnician queen Izzevel had spread idolworship throughout the land, fearfully 
persecuting the Torah-true Jews and deliberately misleading the nation away from 
HaShem and His Torah.  This same zeal for HaShem which was the characteristic of 
Pinchos showed itself in Eliyohu, also a Kohen like Pinchos, and our Chachommim, of 
blessed memory, tell us that, “Pinchos — that is Eliyohu.” 

3. Our Haftorah opens just after that momentous confrontation at Mount Carmel (the 
report of that event itself is the HAFTORAH OF SIDRA KI SISSOH : תשא כי ) which 
culminated in the people loudly reasserting their allegiance to HaShem with the great 
shout, “HaShem — He is G-d!  HaShem — He is G-d!” and the destruction by Eliyohu 
of the four hundred assembled priests of the idol Baal — all in the very presence of King 
Achov.  Immediately after this, the King makes his way back to his palace to report to 
Izzevel what had happened.  But he rides back alone, for the people have turned away 
from him.  Eliyohu at this time is already an old man and in addition to the stress of 
this clash, Eliyohu has himself just killed those hateful priests of Baal.  He is tired.  But 
he had not made his stand as a challenge the King’s authority.  It was solely to re-
establish the pure worship of HaShem.  So when he sees how King Achov is making his 
way back to his palace without his usual retinue, Eliyohu acts to save the King’s 
dignity.  At his request, HaShem grants Eliyohu the supernatural strength to run ahead 
of the king’s chariot as if he was his servant, all the way till his palace, as a mark of 
respect — for King he is.   

4. When the wicked Izzevel hears the details of what happened, she refuses to 
acknowledge the miracles and how it was HaShem Who had worked all these things 
through Eliyohu.  She is determined to destroy Torah life in the Kingdom of Israel and 
re-establish idolatry.  Cold and calculating, she knows, too, that the people are fickle.  
The effects of these miraculous happenings, however impressive at the time, will soon 
wear off.  She sends a chilling message to Eliyohu: “I swear it by the gods — tomorrow, 
I will have you killed!” 

5. Eliyohu, not wanting to rely on miracles to save his life, flees initially to Be’er Shevah in 
the neighbouring Kingdom of Yehuda (the old strife between the two Kingdoms has 
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abated) but he feels unsafe even there.  The wife of King Yehoshofot of Yehuda is 
Assalia, a sister of King Achov and Achov has his agents in all places.  He has stooped to 
murder before and would do so again.  Eliyohu flees into the wilderness, towards Sinai.  
He is weary and exhausted and emotionally drained.  As he falls into a deep sleep, he 
begs HaShem that He should let him die.  But HaShem has other plans. 

6. HaShem sends an angel to revive Eliyohu.  He bids him eat from a simple dough cake to 
give him strength, for he has a long journey ahead of him.  During the next forty days and 
forty nights (symbolic of the forty days and forty nights that Mosheh our Teacher was on 
Mount Sinai) Eliyohu makes his way to Mount Sinai.  Then, standing on the very same 
spot as Mosheh had stood when HaShem appeared to him, HaShem asks him,  “What are 
you doing here, Eliyohu?”  In answer, Eliyohu complains that because of his actions to 
defend the honour of HaShem, he has had to flee and that he feels his life is not safe — 
even amongst the Jewish People.   

7. Eliyohu is then shown a great storm and tempest which shatters mountains and smashes 
rocks and he thinks that this is a vision of the Power of HaShem.  But a voice tells him:  
“Not in the storm is HaShem.”  Then he is made to experience a great noise and tumult, 
as if in an earthquake and he thinks that this is the Power of HaShem.  But a voice tells 
him:  “Not in the earthquake is HaShem.”  He is shown another vision, this time of fire 
that destroys all before it and he thinks that this then is the Power of HaShem.  But he is 
told yet again: “Not in the fire is HaShem.”  Finally, he becomes aware of a still, almost 
inaudible sound and he is told:  “In the quiet and the calm — that is where the Shechinah 
is.”  And Eliyohu hides his face in his mantle.  He understands that gentle teaching rather 
than great force or anger is the method that HaShem prefers His emissaries to use.   

8. Again Eliyohu is asked, “What are you doing here, Eliyohu?” as if to reprimand him for not 
being among the people and instead cutting himself off in the wilderness.  And he repeats 
his complaint that the Jewish People have forsaken the covenant of HaShem and His 
Torah and that he, Eliyohu, all alone, has publicly stood up to defend the honour of 
HaShem and that his life is now in danger.  In reply, he is told that his efforts have not 
been in vain.  His zealousness and sternness were necessary to bring the Jewish People 
back to HaShem and he has not failed.  Now, with his earthly mission accomplished, the 
time has come to appoint Elisha ben Shofot as his disciple and eventual successor.  

9. Eliyohu, one of our greatest prophets, is one of the five people who never experienced 
death but went up to Heaven alive.  But HaShem was not pleased with his accusation 
against the Jewish People that they have forsaken their Covenant.  For that reason, say our 
Chachommim, the spirit of Eliyohu is present at every Bris Mi’lah, and he is made to 
witness how the Jewish People indeed are loyal to the Covenant with HaShem.  And so 
Eliyohu HaNovvi, once so strict and angry at the Chillul HaShem, has become the great 
defender of the Jewish People before HaShem.  Indeed, he is often HaShem’s messenger of 
rescue and many times is attributed with intervening in times of danger and saving 
worthy individuals — and even the Jewish People as a whole — from mortal danger.   

10. As in the past it was Eliyohu’s honest rebuke that brought the Jewish People to return to 
HaShem and His Torah so will it be in the future.  Whether it is the wayward children who 
will return to the Torah-true life of their fathers or, conversely, whether it will be the lapsed 
parents who will be brought back to Torah through their G-d-fearing children, Eliyohu will 
be the one to turn the hearts of the Jewish People back to HaShem and be the herald of 
the coming of Moshi’ach and that new age, may he come speedily, in our own days. 
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This Haftorah is from Sefer Yirmiyohu, 
from Chapter 1 verse 1 till Chapter 2 verse 3. 

1. This is the first of the three “Haftorahs of Rebuke” leading up to the fast of Tisha b’Av, the 

anniversary of the Destruction of the Beis HaMikdash.  As explained in the Introductions to 

the Sidra of the Week and the Haftorahs, our Chachommim utilized the forum of the Torah 

Readings and Haftorahs to keep the people informed of the events of the yearly calendar, to 

prepare the people for anniversaries or up-coming happenings, or indeed to inform them of 

imminent special days or events.  Examples are Rosh Chodesh (when we have a special 

Maftir and Haftorah about Rosh Chodesh) or the Haftorah that reminds people (in the words 

of Yonoson to Dovid) that “tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh.”  This Haftorah, which is the 

opening chapter of the Sefer Yirmiyohu, begins the series of warning Haftorahs of the Three 

Weeks and the Nine Days.  As such, there is not any more any real connexion between the 

Haftorahs and the Sidras of the week.  From now on till the end of the Sidras of the Torah, 

the Haftorahs are connected almost exclusively to the calendar. 

2. This is the first prophecy that Yirmiyohu ever experienced and in this chapter is described 

how Yirmiyohu is appointed to his mission.  The world political situation vis-à-vis the 

Jewish People in their Land at this time was worrying.  Disaster was in the air; there was a 

feeling of foreboding, of unease, of impending doom as mighty kings made threatening 

noises towards the Jewish homeland.  (The Land of Israel is so strategically situated so as to 

always make it important to any empire builder.)  Their Torah leaders repeatedly told them 

— and in their heart of hearts the Jewish People knew — that world events would affect 

them for good or for ill in direct relation to their spiritual level.  Those people who were 

generally loyal to the teachings of the Torah, took the warnings of the Torah leaders 

seriously and tried to repent and return to HaShem and His Torah.  The others, as ever and 

as today, chose to see the threatening unfolding events as something natural and quite 

unrelated to Mitzvah observance.  On the contrary, the message of the Prophet of HaShem, 

they said, was just so much defeatist talk — and such people, prophets or not, as would 

proclaim such bad tidings should be punished for sedition and for demoralising the people.    

3. Yirmiyohu proclaimed his message with a heavy heart for it was a message of the 

destruction and exile to come.  Of course, false prophets held forth and assured the people 

that all was well.  There was no need for Teshuvah — things will be good!  But Yirmiyohu 

fearlessly rebuked and warned everybody, from the humble worker to the king himself, that 

the only way to avert disaster is by returning wholeheartedly to HaShem and His Torah.   

4. It is noteworthy that in the description of how Yirmiyohu is appointed as Novvi, the Possuk 

says that Yirmiyohu was ordained, not as a Novvi to the Jewish People, but as “a prophet to 

the Nations.”  To be sure, Yirmiyohu was to proclaim the message of HaShem to the Jewish 

People.  But HaShem’s message was never intended to be restricted to only the Jewish 

People.  On the contrary, the message is for all Mankind but it is through HaShem’s Chosen 

People that it is to be proclaimed to all.  Put in a nutshell, that message is that Mankind is to 

live in peace and harmony, in righteousness and justice, under the Sovereignty of HaShem. 
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5. Yirmiyohu is told that bad times are coming, that because of their backsliding, the rod of 

HaShem’s wrath — in the shape of Nevuchadnetzar, King of Babylon — is poised to punish 

the Jewish People with devastation and exile.  But after these dire warnings, the Haftorah 

ends with one of the most beautiful messages of hope and encouragement.  HaShem says to 

Yirmiyohu that he should tell the Jewish People that with all that, HaShem does indeed love 

them.  HaShem’s punishments are never intended to destroy the Jewish People; they are to 

chastise and correct them.  HaShem’s punishments are also to serve as a warning to others 

that they shall not follow along the wrong path.  And while HaShem is the G-d of all 

Mankind, the Jewish People is and always will be HaShem’s Chosen People, His treasure — 

even when He is angry with them.  And why do they deserve such chosenness?  HaShem 

tells Yirmiyohu to go and proclaim the answer in the streets of Yerushalaim; proclaim it 

loud and clear so that everybody, Jew and non-Jew, shall know it forever:  “I remember,” 

says HaShem, “how faithful and trusting you were when you followed Me, like a loving 

young bride who is willing to follow her husband, even into the unknown wilderness, into 

desolate territory, a place of no food or water,” to receive HaShem’s Torah and become the 

message-bearers of HaShem’s Sovereignty to all Mankind.  No other nation, no other 

people, had ever shown such trust and loyalty in HaShem.  This trust, this loyalty, is the 

reason why HaShem has chosen the Jewish People to be His People more than any other.   

6. This proclamation fondly recalls the Jewish People as HaShem’s bride, so to speak.  It evokes 

the past.  As for the future, Yirmiyohu is told to proclaim that the Jewish People will always 

be G-d’s Own People but not so much   ה שׁ דוֹ ְק ' , a People whose aim is “to become holy to 

HaShem,” but more   ֹהל  לַ אֵ ָר שְׂ  יִ  שׁ ֶד קו' , “a People that indeed is itself the actual Sanctuary 

of HaShem” — that is the Jewish People!  The Jewish People is a dedicated Sanctuary 

belonging to HaShem!  The enemy might well destroy the Beis HaMikdash of wood and 

stone but the real Sanctuary is the Jewish Nation imbued with the Spirit of HaShem and His 

Torah — and that is indestructible.  Sadly, not always will all the individuals of that Nation 

be able to rise to that great spiritual height.  Indeed, whole generations might become 

estranged from their calling and be lost for a time (Yirmiyohu’s own generation was, in its 

large majority, a sad example of this) but the calling and destiny of the Jewish People 

remains the same — to be HaShem’s People, His representative nation to the rest of 

Mankind.  The true and everlasting Sanctuary of HaShem is the Jewish Nation functioning 

as His People through all the storms and struggles of the ages — “the Eternal Jew.” 

7. This Nation is   ֹבּוָאתו ית  ּתְ  HaShem’s first fruits” (as indeed He told Par’o in Egypt“ , ֵראׁשִ
through Mosheh our Teacher in His first ever message to the Nations of the world, “My 

firstborn son is Yisroel!”)  But from the fact that Yisroel is “HaShem’s first fruits,” the Novvi 

is saying too that all of Mankind is the handiwork of HaShem, all of Mankind is precious in 

His sight.  Everywhere, in the whole of humanity, HaShem has implanted His Spirit, that all 

of humankind can be elevated to righteousness and good.  And leading them in this quest is 

“His firstborn,” the ones who first proclaimed Him the Father and King of all Mankind. 

8. Through the lens of history it is seen how all those who have ever tried to destroy HaShem’s 

People or harmed them in any way have been the destroyers of true humanity.  They are 

viewed today as retarded in their spiritual level, as haters of G-dliness; those that would hurt 

or denigrate HaShem’s People are considered as if they have insulted HaShem Himself.  By 

their malevolence, they would bring a diminishing in Mankind but, like someone trying to 

kick down a stone wall, ultimately they destroy only themselves. 
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