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The Medrash asks that how could קרח who was a smart man submit to the test of 
 if only one out of the 250 men will survive. The קטורת to bring the משה רבינו
Medrash answers that his eyes fooled him. He saw that שמואל הנביא is coming 
from and a long list of משמרות הלויים are going to descend from him so he said, 
“In their merit I will be saved.”

But the question still remains. He was the one who organized the whole rebellion 
against Moshe Rabeinu. Only one person will survive the test and קורח believed it 
would be him and everyone else was going to die. So how did he feel justified to 
lead everyone else to their death? Was it worth it, in his eyes?

 From here we see that if one has a bad מידה that he didn’t learn to control, that 
bad מידה takes over. It has a mind of its own and the person can be led to do 
things that if he would have thought it over, he would never have done it. It’s like 
an addiction that one cannot control. קורח was hungry for glory, so as long as he 
had a חשבון that honor and glory would come to him, he wasn’t capable of the 
consequences it would have on those that were following him. 

Story:  When the Mirrer Yeshiva was in Shanghai, there was a student who was 
weak. Rav Chatzkel told the boy to come eat by him on Shabbos so as to make 
sure he was well fed. The boy agreed on condition that he pay the Mashgiach for 
the meals, since the food was from the Mashgiach’s personal money. He said he 
can’t eat there regularly unless he paid. The Mashgiach refused payment and the 
student didn’t show up. 

The next week, Rav Chatzkel came over to him and said that next week he will 
accept payment. He explained, “I misunderstood our argument. I thought you 
were just not letting me do a chessed. And then I am right that I should be able to 
do a chessed to you. But then I realized that you didn’t want to be obligated to 
me and I wanted to obligate you. If so, you’re right, and you may pay me”.


