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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Vaeschanan-Nachamu 5777 

The Gift of TachanunThe Gift of TachanunThe Gift of TachanunThe Gift of Tachanun    
When Moshe Rabbeinu (our Teacher) asked G-d to show him His glory, HaShem said, “I will be 

gracious with those to whom I shall be gracious.” Moshe understood from there that when asking 

G-d for something it should not be because we “deserve” it, but because HaShem is so giving. 

Vaeschanan, the first word in this week’s Parsha, has the numerical value of 515. Our Sages tell us 

he offered 515 prayers asking to be allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael, though ultimately the answer 

was “No.” The commentaries say, however, that though there are numerous different types of 

prayer, Moshe only offered “techina,” not the tasty dip but a type of supplication in which we 

throw ourselves on the mercy of the court, as it were. 

Though Tachanun has gotten a bad reputation, it is part of our daily 

prayers for a reason. On happy occasions it is not recited, so perhaps 

people associate it with negativity. However, on Mondays and 

Thursdays, which are days of desire, when HaShem is more inclined to 

listen to requests, we have an extended version called, “long tachanun.” 

If we understood this concept, perhaps we would feel bad when we 

don’t have the opportunity to say it when a groom is in the room or a 

Bris is taking place that morning. 

Essentially, prayer is partly a bargaining session with G-d. We want something, we ask, and He 

decides yes or no. Negotiations can take different forms and different strategies come into play.  

The Yalkut Shimoni (395) tells us that Moshe went “upstairs” and saw many storehouses of 

reward. HaShem told him, “This is reserved for those who give charity, this one is for those who 

care for orphans,” and so on. Then he came to an unmarked room. “To whom does this belong?” 

asked Moshe. HaShem replied, “To those who have merit I reward via their merit. For those who 

have none, I give it for free, as it says, “I will favor when I choose to favor.” 

Moshe understood that this was the ultimate way to get reward and to behave: to realize that our 

best bet is asking HaShem to be gracious to us though we don’t deserve His kindness. That last 

storehouse was larger than the others because it was created by G-d alone for His purposes and not 

because of any human merit. 

The lesson Moshe learned is that if we approach our requests from the perspective that we are 

“good Jews,” or “doing G-d’s will,” we have a very finite amount of merit. However, when we 

instead focus on how magnanimous HaShem is, we’re in a better position because whatever we 

request us is minor compared to the limitless ability He has to grant goodness. That is Tachanun.  

The Story of the Moral 

A wealthy French Jew lived in a penthouse apartment in Paris. He did not know who his 
neighbor was as she kept to herself. One day, he found out that she was the mother of 

Would you like this sheet each week? E-mail Subscribe to doitfordovid@gmail.com. 

 



the King of Morocco. He asked a favor that when her son came to visit, he have the 
opportunity to meet him. 

When he came to visit, though security was extremely tight, the good neighbor was 
allowed to visit and he brought his thirteen-year old son with him. The bright and 
respectful boy impressed the king who said to him, “I believe the Jews celebrate the 
thirteenth birthday of a boy (the Bar Mitzvah) and that it is customary to give a gift. I 
would like to give you a gift.” The man assured the king it was not necessary. 

Nevertheless, later that afternoon, the man and his son were summoned back across the 
hall to see the king. He handed the boy a fancy gilded envelope. Inside was a check for 
$50,000! The man was stunned and told the king that such as gift was too much for a 
Bar Mitzvah boy. 

The king replied, “I did not give your son such a large gift because he deserves it, but 
because, as King of Morocco, my station demands that I give a respectable gift and 
anything less than this would be an insult to my Kingdom.” 

So, too, we turn to HaShem and ask Him to be gracious to us not as we deserve, 
but as befits His place as the King of the Universe and the greatest giver in 
existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
This week has the special distinction of having both the Ten Commandments (a misnomer as some are more 
statements than commands) and the Shema, the watchword of Jewish Faith which begins by accepting G-d’s 
rulership upon ourselves. 

There is a correlation between the two, as the parts of Shema are parallels to the Ten Statements. “Hear O Israel, 
HaShem is our G-d,” corresponds to “I am the L-rd your G-d.” “…the L-rd is one,” corresponds to, “You shall have 
no other gods besides Me,” and so on. One who love G-d will not take His name in vain, and will honor the 
Sabbath which is the gift G-d gave us which testifies that He created the world in six days and chose us to be His 
people. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Could it be that the Shema is the practical instruction for how to live in a way 
that fulfills the Ten Commandments? What pieces of our faith can we put into practice in some physical form 
as a way of not only hearing or studying the Torah, but living it? 

 

“…but make known to your children and your children’s children; the day that you stood 

before G-d at Horeb (Sinai)…” (Deuteronomy 4:9-10) 

As important dates in history go, the most important ever was the 6th of Sivan in the year 2448 from 
Creation. On that day, G-d Himself spoke to millions of people (600,000 men plus women, children, and 
elderly) and established a relationship with us. 

No other religion has or will ever claim such a mass revelation. Other religions are based on a revelation to 
one person or perhaps a handful. By its sheer size, the revelation as Sinai defies challenge. And yet, people 
do. How is that possible? 

Do you believe George Washington existed? Of course you do. It was only a couple hundred years ago. 
History records it. But do you know anyone alive now that actually saw him? It’s impossible for there to be a 
witness, yet it is accepted that Washington lived. 

When the Torah was given, the whole world shook and everyone knew what was happening. It was passed 
down for generations. Why should we question that any more than we question whether Washington 
existed or was made up by some colonial politicians who wanted to control this country? 

HaShem knew that there would be doubters and he wanted us to feel the love He expressed for us. 
Therefore he commanded parents and grandparents to testify to the truth, to convey the deep relationship 
we have with G-d, and remind us that our every action must be in line with the revelations of that day. 

Can there be anything more important to recall than the reason and purpose for living? 


