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About This Guide: A Message From Aleph Beta

Welcome to the Aleph Beta Shavuot Study Guide! We invite you to begin this journey tonight with the Book of Ruth, but 
we will not be staying there - we will be traveling through the excitement of Sinai and through many other incredible 
stories and chapters in the Bible. It is our hope that this guide will challenge you to ask important questions, and will 
lead you to new and exciting answers.

Because this is a guide to the text of the Book of Ruth, we will frequently invite you to read passages from the text and 
to engage with them. You can bring your favorite Tanakh (Bible) to the table, or you can print out our Source Sheet, 
where we’ve reproduced the full text of Ruth.

2QH�ͤQDO�QRWH��WKLV�JXLGH�LV�IXOO�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�WRSLFV��TXHVWLRQV�WR�FRQVLGHU��SDVVDJHV�WR�DQDO\]H��DQG�WKRXJKWV�WR�
SRQGHU��,W�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�IRU�FDUHIXO�WKRXJKW�DQG�UHͥHFWLRQ�DW�HDFK�̸3RQGHU�WKLV̹�RU�̸/RRN�LQVLGH̹�VHFWLRQ��6RPH�UHͥHFWLRQ�
should take you a minute to consider, and others will lead to more exciting and engaged discussion. Resist the urge to 
rush through; take the time to think and discuss. Feel free to wander from this guide and spend more or less time at any 
of our destinations. This adventure is your own.

Is this guide for self-study, or should I study it with 
others?
Either works! You can gather a small group of 
friends to explore it together, share it with a chevruta 
(learning partner), or go through it by yourself. 

Is this guide for learning on Shavuot night, or should 
I study it in advance as holiday “prep”?
Again, either works! You might want to use this 
guide as a way to prepare for the holiday in advance 
-- but you can also open it up on Shavuot night, 
sight unseen, and spend the night delving into its 
mysteries.

About The Author
The material presented in this Guide was developed 
and taught by Rabbi David Fohrman and is presented 
LQ�KLV���SDUW�YLGHR�VHULHV��̸6KDYXRW��'RHV�WKH�%RRN�RI�
5XWK�0DWWHU"̹��DYDLODEOH�IRU�YLHZLQJ�DW�ZZZ�DOHSKEHWD�
org). The Guide was written by Immanuel Shalev, edited 
E\�5LYN\�6WHUQ�DQG�%HWK�/HVFK��DQG�DUUDQJHG�E\�/DXUD�
Schembre.

Rabbi David Fohrman is the founder and CEO of Aleph 
Beta and scholar for the Hoffberger Foundation for 
Torah Study. He lectures internationally on Biblical 
themes. Rabbi Fohrman currently resides in Woodmere, 
NY with his wife and children, where he also serves as 
resident scholar at the Young Israel of Woodmere.

Rabbi Fohrman is the author of The Beast that Crouches 
at the Door, The Queen You Thought You Knew, and The 
Exodus You Almost Passed Over. He served as a senior 
writer and editor for ArtScroll’s Schottenstein Edition of 
the Talmud, and taught Biblical themes at The Johns 
Hopkins University. Rabbi Fohrman’s recorded lectures 
and animated videos are available at 
www.alephbeta.org.

We hope you enjoy this 
Shavuot Guide 

Please consider supporting this work 
by visiting alephbeta.org/donate

If you are interested in more guides, 
email info@alephbeta.org to sign up

<
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What Are We Celebrating Anyway?

%HIRUH�ZH�GLYH�LQWR�WKH�%RRN�RI�5XWK��DVN�\RXUVHOI��:KDW�LV�WKH�KROLGD\�RI�6KDYXRW�DOO�DERXW"�:K\�GR�
we celebrate it? What are we commemorating? What should one do, think and feel to get in touch 
with the essence of this holiday?

PONDER THIS

:H̵OO�UHYLHZ�WKH�DFWXDO�WH[W�LQ�MXVW�D�PRPHQW��EXW�EHIRUH�ZH�GR��DVN�\RXUVHOI��:K\�GR�ZH�UHDG�5XWK�RQ�
6KDYXRW"��,VQ̵W�5XWK�NLQG�RI�SHGHVWULDQ"�$�GD\�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�%HLW�/HFKHP"

PONDER THIS

'R�\RX�ͤQG�WKHVH�DQVZHUV�FRPSHOOLQJ"�:H̵UH�QRW�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH\̵UH�ZURQJ��SHU�VH��EXW��DW�ͤUVW�EOXVK��
they don’t seem like very exciting answers, do they?

PONDER THIS

1RW�WRR�GLͦFXOW��ULJKW"�6KDYXRW�LV�chag matan torateinu – the holiday of the giving of our Torah. That’s what we’re 
FRPPHPRUDWLQJ��WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�DQG�WKH�PDVV�UHYHODWLRQ�DW�6LQDL�

Wow. A mass revelation at Sinai? Sounds pretty grand. Next to a holiday like Shavuot, where we celebrate an actual 
communion between man and God, it sounds like all the other holidays pale in comparison! Sukkot, Chanukah, Purim, 
even Passover with its plagues and wonders aren’t exactly on the level of talking to God.

A Fitting Book
So...Why do we read the Book of Ruth on this day?

+HUH�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�UHDVRQV�WKDW�DUH�JLYHQ�IRU�ZK\�ZH�UHDG�5XWK�RQ�6KDYXRW�

Shavuot is at the harvest, and Ruth is a story of harvest

Shavuot is the anniversary of the passing of King David, the great grandson of Ruth1

Hint:�̸%HFDXVH�*RG�FRPPDQGHG�XV�WR̹�LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�WKH�DQVZHU�WKDW�ZH̵UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�KHUH���

1 Babylonian Talmud Tractate Chagigah 12a

1

2
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If we read the story of Ruth because Shavuot happens at the harvest, and so does the story of Ruth, why don’t we read 
any interesting books about planting on Passover? Or gathering on Shavuot?

And if Shavuot is the anniversary of the passing of King David, great-grandson of Ruth, then why not read some stories 
about David? We have books written by him, like Psalms, or about him, like Samuel – why a story about his great-
grandmother?

Now might be a good time to read through the Book of Ruth, in Hebrew, if you can, or in English. A 
TXLFN�UHDG�VKRXOG�VXͦFH��7KH�PDLQ�LGHD�KHUH�LV�WR�JHW�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\�LQWR�\RXU�KHDG�

Keep track of some of the questions that pop out at you, and if you’ve got a study partner, don’t be 
DIUDLG�WR�DVN�DOO�RI�\RXU�JUHDW�TXHVWLRQV�DORXG��'D]]OH�WKHP�ZLWK�\RXU�LQTXLVLWLYHQHVV�\RXU�LQVLJKWIXO�
UHDGLQJ�VNLOOV��:KLOH�\RX�UHDG�

LOOK INSIDE: The Book of Ruth

/RRN�IRU�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�QDUUDWLYH�VWUXFWXUH��IDQF\�WHUP�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�SX]]OH�SLHFHV�RI�D�
story)

$VN�\RXUVHOYHV��̸:KHUH�KDYH�,�KHDUG�WKLV�EHIRUH"̹�:KDW�WKHPHV�RU�ZRUGV�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�
stories elsewhere in the Bible?

Exposition – which verses tell us the personality of our characters, and the background 
and setting of the narrative?

&OLPD[�̰�ZKDW�LV�WKH�PDMRU�FRQͥLFW�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�FDUH�DERXW�LW"�
When does it all come to a head and demand to be resolved?

5HVROXWLRQ�̰�KRZ�LV�WKH�PDMRU�FRQͥLFW�UHVROYHG"�:KR�UHVROYHV�LW�DQG�KRZ"

http://www.alephbeta.org
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Compiling Questions
:HOFRPH�EDFN��3UHWW\�VWUDQJH�VWRU\��ULJKW"�+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�ZH�FDPH�XS�ZLWK��OHW̵V�FRPSDUH�QRWHV�

Machlon means sickness. Kilyon means destruction...what kind of names are those for Elimelech’s children? 
̸&RPH�KHUH��OLWWOH�VLFNQHVV�̹�̸&RPH�KHUH��OLWWOH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�̹

The book really does seem pedestrian. There are no fun miracles, no battles or even divine calls for 
repentance. It’s literally a rags to riches tale, with some interesting seduction going on, a marriage, and a 
genealogy that leads to King David.

6R�PD\EH�WKH�FOLPD[�LV�ZKHQ�5XWK�OD\V�DW�%RD]̵V�IHHW�DQG�SURSRVLWLRQV�PDUULDJH�WR�KLP�̰�VXUHO\��KHU�
ͤQDQFLDO�SUREOHPV�ZLOO�EH�WRWDOO\�UHVROYHG�LI�KH�RQO\�VD\V�\HV��3UHWW\�LPSUHVVLYH�IRU�D�ZRPDQ�������\HDUV�DJR�
WR�SURSRVH�PDUULDJH�WR�D�PDQ��EXW�5XWK�ZDV�MXVW�WKDW�NLQG�RI�ZRPDQ��$QG�ZRXOGQ̵W�\RX�NQRZ�LW��%RD]�WKH�
SURJUHVVLYH�̰�KH�VD\V�\HV��0D]DO�WRY��$QG�WKH\�KDG�D�JUDQGNLG�QDPHG�'DYLG��:DLW��ZKDW"�7KDW̵V�QRW�ZKDW�
happens next? Who is this Ploni Almoni (what is with the names in this book?), and why must we hear about 
%RD]̵V�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�SURQRXQFHPHQWV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�HOGHUV"�([SRVLWLRQ��FOLPD[��
UHVROXWLRQ�̰�LW�VHHPV�OLNH�VRPH�RWKHU�VWRU\�LV�DIRRW�����&KDOLW]DK�SXQ��

Another one of the classical answers for why we read the Book of Ruth on Shavuot, that we conveniently 
left out above, is that we read Ruth because of the inspiring conversion that Ruth undergoes. On this holiday 
ZKHUH�ZH�WXUQ�WR�7RUDK��WKH�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW�RI�RXU�SHRSOH��ZH�UHͥHFW�RQ�LWV�YDOXH�E\�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�5XWK��
who wasn’t born into our people, but perceived the tremendous value of our mission, and chose to abandon 
her family and society for the chance to be a part of it.

The problem with that approach is that if we think about exposition, climax and resolution – Ruth’s 
conversion should belong in the resolution, or at least in the climax, right? Couldn’t we put together a better 
VWRU\�DERXW�DQ�LQVSLULQJ�FRQYHUVLRQ"�/HW̵V�KHDU�DERXW�KRZ�5XWK�ZDV�UDLVHG�DV�D�0RDELWH�SULQFHVV��KRZ�JUHDW�
her life was, thousands of courtiers, dining at the palace, and then Machlon, budding Torah scholar, catches 
her eye. They meet, he tells her an inspiring d’var Torah, she falls head over heels, they get married. Machlon 
tragically passes away, and her only connection to Torah is her mother-in-law, of all people. The part where 
Naomi tells her daughters-in-law to abandon her – that’s the climax – Orpah gracefully jumps ship, and 
Ruth, in the resolution, gives her beautiful speech about loyalty and faithfulness. In the epilogue, we hear 
DERXW�KRZ�VKH�HQGV�XS�ZLWK�%RD]��DQG�WKDW�VKH�LV�WKH�JUHDW�JUDQGPRWKHU�RI�.LQJ�'DYLG�

But that’s not the story we read! Ruth’s inspiring speech is chapter 1 – the exposition! Then there’s this 
VWUDQJH�VWRU\�DERXW�NLQVPHQ��PDUULDJH�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WKDW�ZH�UHDG�DERXW�IRU�WKH�QH[W���FKDSWHUV�

1

2

3

4
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Indeed, as we mentioned above, this story is very much not about King David. He makes it into the very last 
verse – a teeny tiny epilogue. It can hardly be argued we read the Book of Ruth only because of David’s 
special connection to the holiday of Shavuot.

/DVW�RI�DOO�̰�5XWK�LV�FODVVLFDOO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�YHU\�JUHDW�ZRPDQ��,�PHDQ��VKH̵V�.LQJ�'DYLG̵V�JUHDW�
JUDQGPRWKHU��DIWHU�DOO��6R���ZKDW̵V�WKH�GHDO�ZLWK�KHU�VQHDNLQJ�LQWR�%RD]̵V�EHG�DW�QLJKW"�6KDOO�ZH�MXVW�JORVV�
over that little episode? What is the meaning behind the late-night seduction of Ruth?

Take a few minutes to review your questions and the ones we raised above. Feel free to do a quick re-read to see if your 
views changed about the basic plot points of this story. What is this book truly about?

7RQLJKW��ZH̵OO�XQFRYHU�VRPH�PLQG�EORZLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV��DQG�VRPH�LQFUHGLEOH�SLHFHV�RI�D�SX]]OH�WKDW�ZH̵OO�OHDYH�WR�\RX�WR�
assemble.

Hearing Echoes

:KLOH�\RX�ZHUH�UHDGLQJ��ZH�DVNHG�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�̸:KHUH�ZH�KDYH�KHDUG�DOO�WKLV�
EHIRUH"̹�0RUH�VSHFLͤFDOO\��:KDW�IDPRXV�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�GRHV�5XWK�UHPLQG�\RX�RI"

PONDER THIS

Hint: He wasn’t born into the people – he adopts its mission later in life.

Hint #2: Kindness is one of his central character traits.

Hint #3: Does Ruth 2:11 remind you of anything?

Don’t turn the page until you’ve given it some thought...

Ruth 2:11

11�$QG�%RD]�UHSOLHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�KHU��̸,W�KDV�EHHQ�WROG�
to me all that you did for your mother-in-law after your 
husband’s death, and you left your father and your 
mother and your native land, and you went to a people 
that you did not know before.

רות ב:יא

ד ִלי ּכֹל  ד ֻהּגַ ַען ּבַֹעז, ַוּיֹאֶמר ָלּה--ֻהּגֵ יא  ַוּיַ
ַעְזִבי  ְך; ַוּתַ ית ֶאת-ֲחמֹוֵתְך, ַאֲחֵרי מֹות ִאיׁשֵ ר-ָעׂשִ ֲאׁשֶ

ר  ְלִכי, ֶאל-ַעם ֲאׁשֶ ְך, ַוּתֵ ְך, ְוֶאֶרץ מֹוַלְדּתֵ ָאִביְך ְוִאּמֵ
ְלׁשֹום. מֹול ׁשִ לֹא-ָיַדַעּתְ ּתְ

5

6
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%RD]�PHQWLRQV�WR�5XWK�ZKHQ�KH�ͤUVW�PHHWV�KHU�WKDW�KH�KHDUG�RI�WKH�NLQGQHVV�VKH�GLG�IRU�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�
law, to go with her to the land of Israel.2 And he mentions that it was a great kindness for her to marry him, 
instead of the many others she could have married.�

Abraham has one of the longest kindness narratives in the Bible, where he entertains surprise guests.4 He is 
the forefather most associated with the trait of kindness.

How about Abraham?

7KDW̵V�ULJKW�̰�5XWK�DQG�$EUDKDP�VXUH�KDYH�D�ORW�LQ�FRPPRQ��$EUDKDP�LV�WKH�ͤUVW�FRQYHUW�WR�-XGDLVP��DQG�OHDYHV�IDPLO\��
IULHQGV��DQG�ELUWKSODFH�EHKLQG�WR�IXOͤOO�D�GLYLQH�GHVWLQ\��7KHUH�DUH�HYHQ�ODQJXDJH�SDUDOOHOV�WR�WKDW�HIIHFW�

$EUDKDP�DQG�5XWK�DUH�DOVR�ERWK�NQRZQ�IRU�WKHLU�NLQGQHVV�

Understanding the Parallels

Genesis 12:1

1 $QG�WKH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�$EUDP��̸*R�IRUWK�IURP�\RXU�ODQG�
and from your birthplace and from your father’s house, 
to the land that I will show you.

בראשית יב:א

א  ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיקָוה ֶאל-ַאְבָרם, ֶלְך-ְלָך ֵמַאְרְצָך 
. ר ַאְרֶאּךָ ית ָאִביָך, ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאׁשֶ ָך ּוִמּבֵ ּוִמּמֹוַלְדּתְ

2 Ruth 2:11-12
3 Ruth 3:10
4 Genesis 18:1-16

What do you make of these parallels – and do they help us understand why we read this book on 
Shavuot?

And, consider the following promise that God made to Abraham. Does that shed light on the 
question?

LOOK INSIDE: God’s Promise

Genesis 17:6

6 And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 
make you into nations, and kings will emerge from 
you.

בראשית יז:ו

יָך ְלגֹוִים;  ְמאֹד ְמאֹד, ּוְנַתּתִ ו  ְוִהְפֵרִתי אְֹתָך ּבִ
ָך ֵיֵצאּו. ּוְמָלִכים, ִמּמְ

 Ruth’s Kindness

Abraham’s Kindness

http://www.alephbeta.org
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Way back in Genesis, God promised that He will make Abraham great and that kings will come from him. Ruth and 
her great-grandson David are the culmination of the promise to Abraham! And maybe the reason we read this book on 
Shavuot is because our mission statement as a people begins with Abraham – his story, his actions, what he stood 
IRU�LQ�KLV�NLQGQHVV�WRZDUG�RWKHUV��DQG�LQ�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��3HUKDSV�$EUDKDP̵V�PRUDOLW\�JHWV�FRGLͤHG�LQ�WKH����
Commandments and in the Torah that we received, and perhaps Ruth is a culmination of that mission statement!

Outstanding Mysteries
That would be convenient, wouldn’t it? But it doesn’t feel right just yet. Why not? Because there are some parts that are 
still vague and uncertain…

:H̵UH�GHͤQLWHO\�RQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�SDUDOOHOV�EHWZHHQ�5XWK�DQG�$EUDKDP��EXW�LW�WXUQV�RXW�WKDW�WKHUH̵V�HYHQ�
more to the story. To see it, we need a deeper understanding of our forefather Abraham… which leads us to a profound 
question about our beloved patriarch.

The Winning Candidate

The 10 Commandments and the Torah�̰�KRZ�PLJKW�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�D�FRGLͤFDWLRQ�RI�D�PLVVLRQ�
statement of Abraham?

Abraham – Abraham seemed like a really nice guy, and a passionate servant of God. Is that 
the totality of Abraham’s mission statement?

The Book of Ruth – so we’re back to our king answer. We’re suggesting that Ruth is a 
culmination of a promise to Abraham in the birth of kingship, but the Book of Ruth seems to 
be about more than the production of a king. We suggested that Ruth is not just a culmination 
of the promise to Abraham, but that it is a culmination of the mission statement of Abraham…
how?

+HUH�DUH�VRPH�GLͦFXOWLHV�WR�FRQVLGHU�

PONDER THIS

Why was Abraham chosen? 

If you’ve been skipping the ponderings above, this is one of the big ones to pause and consider.

What do we know about Abraham that made him worthy of God happening upon him and sending 
him to the land of Israel? Remember, God appears to Abraham with the words lech lecha (Go!)5 long 
before his kindness to travelers and the binding of Isaac. How did he get to be so beloved of God that 
he deserved the call of lech lecha that led him to become the founder of our religion and the patriarch 
of our people?

PONDER THIS

5 Genesis 12:1

!
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If you answered…we know why Abraham was chosen, because of that story about Abraham contemplating the universe 
DQG�ͤQGLQJ�PRQRWKHLVP�DOO�RQ�KLV�RZQ��ZH�DJUHH�̰�LW�FHUWDLQO\�PDNHV�$EUDKDP�D�ZRUWK\�SDWULDUFK��+RZHYHU��WKDW�VWRU\�LV�
Biblical commentary6, and absent from our text.

If you answered...no, a different story, the story about Abraham smashing the idols in his father’s idol shop, ending up in 
.LQJ�1LPURG̵V�ͤHU\�IXUQDFH�DQG�FRPLQJ�RXW�DOLYH���WKDW̵V�also a midrash7 and not actually in the Biblical text!

A Conspicuous Absence
Why doesn’t the Bible seem to tell us why Abraham is chosen? Does the Bible not seem to think it important to 
understand why the father of our religion deserved his position? Moses gets a great introduction – he cared greatly 
about social justice, throwing himself in harm’s way twice to save an innocent Israelite and again to protect the 
daughters of Jethro. Even Noah gets a verse telling us that he was a righteous man in his generation. The story we 
teach our children about Abraham begins with lech lecha – God’s call to Abraham, seemingly undeserved!

No, it’s not! Abraham is featured in another, earlier, passage in the Bible, six verses prior to lech lecha. They are verses 
about who married whom, who went where – it’s easy for us to gloss over this seemingly-boring material, but could this 
passage answer our questions about Abraham?

Is lech lecha UHDOO\�WKH�ͤUVW�WLPH�ZH�KHDU�DERXW�$EUDKDP"�

PONDER THIS

Read through the passage below. If you’ve read these verses before and thought nothing of them, try to 
read without preconceived notions. What questions do you have about these verses?

LOOK INSIDE: The Real Introduction to Abraham

Genesis 11:27-32

27�$QG�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�7HUDK��7HUDK�EHJRW�
$EUDP��1DKRU��DQG�+DUDQ��DQG�+DUDQ�EHJRW�/RW��28 And 
Haran died during the lifetime of Terah his father in the 
land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldees. 29 And Abram and 
Nahor took themselves wives; the name of Abram’s wife 
was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the 
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and the father of 
Iscah. 30 And Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And 
7HUDK�WRRN�$EUDP�KLV�VRQ�DQG�/RW�WKH�VRQ�RI�+DUDQ��KLV�
grandson, and Sarai his daughter in law, the wife of Abram 
his son, and they went forth with them from Ur of the 
Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan, and they came as far 
as Charan and settled there. 32 And the days of Terah were 
WZR�KXQGUHG�DQG�ͤYH�\HDUV��DQG�7HUDK�GLHG�LQ�&KDUDQ�

בראשית יא:כז–לב

ַרח הֹוִליד ֶאת-ַאְבָרם,  ַרח--ּתֶ ה, ּתֹוְלדֹת ּתֶ כז ְוֵאּלֶ
ֶאת-ָנחֹור ְוֶאת-ָהָרן; ְוָהָרן, הֹוִליד ֶאת-לֹוט.  כח 

אּור  ֶאֶרץ מֹוַלְדּתֹו, ּבְ ַרח ָאִביו, ּבְ ֵני ּתֶ ָמת ָהָרן, ַעל-ּפְ ַוּיָ
ם  ים:  ׁשֵ ח ַאְבָרם ְוָנחֹור ָלֶהם, ָנׁשִ ּקַ ים.  כט ַוּיִ ּדִ ׂשְ ּכַ

ה,  ת-ָנחֹור ִמְלּכָ ם ֵאׁשֶ ָרי, ְוׁשֵ ת-ַאְבָרם, ׂשָ ֵאׁשֶ
ַרי,  ִהי ׂשָ ה.  ל ַוּתְ ה ַוֲאִבי ִיְסּכָ ת-ָהָרן ֲאִבי-ִמְלּכָ ּבַ

ַרח ֶאת-ַאְבָרם  ח ּתֶ ּקַ ֲעָקָרה:  ֵאין ָלּה, ָוָלד.  לא ַוּיִ
ת  תֹו, ֵאׁשֶ ּלָ ַרי ּכַ נֹו, ְוֵאת ׂשָ ן-ּבְ ן-ָהָרן ּבֶ נֹו, ְוֶאת-לֹוט ּבֶ ּבְ
ים, ָלֶלֶכת ַאְרָצה  ּדִ ׂשְ ם ֵמאּור ּכַ ְצאּו ִאּתָ נֹו; ַוּיֵ ַאְבָרם ּבְ

ְהיּו  ם.  לב ַוּיִ בּו ׁשָ ׁשְ ֹבאּו ַעד-ָחָרן, ַוּיֵ ַנַען, ַוּיָ ּכְ
ַרח,  ָמת ּתֶ ָנה; ַוּיָ ִנים  ּוָמאַתִים ׁשָ ְיֵמי-ֶתַרח, ָחֵמׁש ׁשָ

ָחָרן. ּבְ

Don’t turn the page until you’ve given it some thought...
6 Maimonides’ Laws of Idolatry, Chapter 1
7 Bereishit Rabbah 38, 13
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Verse 29 – Wow. That’s a really confusing verse. Who are Milcah and Iscah and all of these people and why 
should we even care about them?

9HUVH����̰�:H�GRQ̵W�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�6DUDL�DQG�WKH�ͤUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�KHDU�DERXW�KHU�LV�WKDW�VKH�LV�LQIHUWLOH�̰�
isn’t that awkward, and an invasion of her privacy? Why are we being told about this?

9HUVH����̰�7KH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�&DQDDQ�DOUHDG\"�,�WKRXJKW�*RG�ZDV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VHQW�WKHP�WKHUH"�$QG�ZK\�
did they stop their journey along the way?

An Odd Introduction
2ND\��ZHOFRPH�EDFN��+HUH�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�GLͦFXOWLHV�WKDW�ZH�VDZ�

Haran dies in the lifetime of his father Terah (which means he probably died young), leaving two brothers, Abraham and 
Nahor. Immediately after Haran dies, his two brothers get married – Nahor marries one of Haran’s daughters, Milcah, 
and Abraham marries Sarai. So what happens to Iscah?

Our Sages tell us that Iscah is Sarai8. How did they get to that conclusion? Iscah, which comes from the word ְנִסיכּות 
RU�SULQFHGRP��PHDQV�̸SULQFHVV�̹ �6DUDL�PHDQV�̸my�SULQFHVV�̹ �6DUDL��SHUKDSV��ZDV�$EUDKDP̵V�SHW�QDPH�IRU�WKLV�ZLIH��
(Eventually God renames her Sarah, Princess of the world). 

Of Uncles and Nieces
So Abraham marries Iscah.

,V�WKHUH�UHDOO\�D�VWRU\�KHUH"�/HW̵V�WDNH�D�VHFRQG�ORRN�DW�LW��7U\�UHDGLQJ�YHUVHV����DQG����WRJHWKHU�DQG�DVN�
\RXUVHOI��:KHUH�KDYH�\RX�KHDUG�WKHVH�ZRUGV�RU�WKHPHV�EHIRUH"

LOOK INSIDE: A Second Look

But wait. Why would he and his brother both marry their nieces?

PONDER THIS

Hint:�7DNH�D�ORRN�DW�'HXWHURQRP\���������'RHV�WKLV�SDVVDJH�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�DQ\WKLQJ"

8 Babylonian Talmud Tractate Megillah 14a

Terach

Abram

Iscah

Nahor Haran

Milcah /RW
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In Deuteronomy, the Bible presents a law called yibum, whereby a man is called upon to marry the widow of his 
deceased brother… doesn’t it sound like Nahor and Abraham are doing a yibum-like act? It’s not real yibum because they 
would have married Haran’s widow and yibum doesn’t need to be performed if Haran had children, but it sure sounds a 
lot like yibum.9

)URP�WKH�YHUVHV�LQ�'HXWHURQRP\�LW�VHHPV�OLNH�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�\LEXP�LV�WZRIROG�

Take care of the woman who was a part of your family through marriage (verse 5) – in Deuteronomy, a 
widow, in our case, daughters.

/HW�WKH�GHDG�SHUVRQ̵V�QDPH�QRW�EH�EORWWHG�RXW�IURP�,VUDHO��*LYH�KLP�D�OHJDF\��YHUVH�����+DUDQ�KDG�RQH�
VRQ��/RW��DQG�WZR�GDXJKWHUV���SHUKDSV�QRW�DV�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�DV�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG��LI�KH�KDGQ̵W�GLHG�
young. 

+XUUDK��$EUDKDP�GLG�WKH�PLW]YDK�RI�\LEXP�DQG�WKDW̵V�ZK\�KH�ZDV�FKRVHQ��%XW���GR�ZH�UHDOO\�EX\�WKDW"�:KR�FDUHV"�,V�
LW�MXVW�DERXW�GRLQJ�D�PLW]YDK"�,I�$EUDKDP�KDG�VKDNHQ�D�OXODY��ZRXOG�WKDW�KDYH�PHULWHG�KLP�EHLQJ�FKRVHQ"�:KDW�LV�VR�
VSHFLDO�DERXW�WKLV�PLW]YDK"

A Looming Shadow
/HW̵V�SXOO�EDFN�WKH�]RRP�OHQV�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�ELW��7KH�VWRULHV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�XVXDOO\�ͥRZ�IURP�RQH�WR�WKH�RWKHU��WKHPHV�VKHG�
OLJKW�DQG�JLYH�FRQWH[W�WR�WKH�VWRULHV�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�LW��3HUKDSV�ZH�ZLOO�ͤQG�D�FOXH�WR�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�
$EUDKDP̵V�VWRU\�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�SUHFHGHV�LW��WKH�7RZHU�RI�%DEHO�

)URP�WKH�YHUVHV�RI�'HXWHURQRP\���������ZKDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�\LEXP"�:K\�GR�\LEXP"

PONDER THIS

Deuteronomy 25:5-6

5 If brothers live together, and one of them dies 
and has no child, the man’s widow shall not marry 
an outsider. Rather, her husband’s brother shall be 
intimate with her, and take her to him as a wife, thus 
performing the duty of a husband’s brother with her. 
6�$QG�LW�ZLOO�EH��WKDW�WKH�ͤUVW�FKLOG�WKDW�VKH�EHDUV�ZLOO�
perpetuate the name of the dead brother, that his 
name not be blotted out in Israel.

דברים כה:ה–ו

ו, ּוֵמת ַאַחד ֵמֶהם ּוֵבן  בּו ַאִחים ַיְחּדָ י-ֵיׁשְ ה ּכִ
ת ַהחּוָצה, ְלִאיׁש ָזר:   ת-ַהּמֵ ֵאין-לֹו--לֹא-ִתְהֶיה ֵאׁשֶ

ָמּה.  ו  ה ְוִיּבְ ָ ְיָבָמּה ָיֹבא ָעֶליָה, ּוְלָקָחּה לֹו ְלִאּשׁ
ם ָאִחיו  ֵלד--ָיקּום, ַעל-ׁשֵ ר ּתֵ כֹור ֲאׁשֶ ְָהָיה, ַהּבְ

ָרֵאל. ׂשְ מֹו, ִמּיִ ֶחה ׁשְ ת; ְולֹא-ִיּמָ ַהּמֵ

1

2

9 Indeed, Nachmanides points out that the concept of yibum predated the giving of the Torah.
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Read the verses below about the Tower of Babel and compare them against the story of Abraham and 
against the concept of yibum in Deuteronomy. See if you can uncover the shadow that the Tower of Babel 
casts over the story of Abraham.

LOOK INSIDE: The Tower of Babel

Genesis 11:1-9

1 Now the entire earth was of one language and uniform 
words. 2 And it came to pass when they traveled from 
the east, that they found a valley in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. 3�$QG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��̸&RPH��OHW�
XV�PDNH�EULFNV�DQG�ͤUH�WKHP�WKRURXJKO\̹��VR�WKH�EULFNV�
were to them for stones, and the clay was to them for 
mortar. 4�$QG�WKH\�VDLG��̸&RPH��OHW�XV�EXLOG�RXUVHOYHV�D�FLW\�
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make 
ourselves a name, lest we be scattered upon the face of 
WKH�HQWLUH�HDUWK�̹ �5�$QG�WKH�/RUG�GHVFHQGHG�WR�VHH�WKH�FLW\�
and the tower that the sons of man had built. 6 And the 
/RUG�VDLG��̸/R��>WKH\�DUH@�RQH�SHRSOH��DQG�WKH\�DOO�KDYH�RQH�
language, and this is what they have commenced to do. 
Now, will it not be withheld from them, all that they have 
planned to do? 7 Come, let us descend and confuse their 
language, so that one will not understand the language of 
KLV�FRPSDQLRQ�̹ �8�$QG�WKH�/RUG�VFDWWHUHG�WKHP�IURP�WKHUH�
upon the face of the entire earth, and they ceased building 
the city. 9�7KHUHIRUH��+H�QDPHG�LW�%DEHO��IRU�WKHUH�WKH�/RUG�
confused the language of the entire earth, and from there 
WKH�/RUG�VFDWWHUHG�WKHP�XSRQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�HDUWK�

בראשית יא:א–ט

ָפה ֶאָחת, ּוְדָבִרים, ֲאָחִדים.  ב  א ַוְיִהי ָכל-ָהָאֶרץ, ׂשָ
ְנָער,  ֶאֶרץ ׁשִ ְמְצאּו ִבְקָעה ּבְ ֶדם; ַוּיִ ָנְסָעם ִמּקֶ ַוְיִהי, ּבְ
ָנה  ם. ג ַוּיֹאְמרּו ִאיׁש ֶאל-ֵרֵעהּו, ָהָבה ִנְלּבְ בּו ׁשָ ׁשְ ַוּיֵ

ֵבָנה,  ִהי ָלֶהם ַהּלְ ֵרָפה; ַוּתְ ְרָפה, ִלׂשְ ְלֵבִנים, ְוִנׂשְ
ְלָאֶבן, ְוַהֵחָמר, ָהָיה ָלֶהם ַלחֶֹמר.  ד ַוּיֹאְמרּו ָהָבה 

נּו,  ה-ּלָ ַמִים, ְוַנֲעׂשֶ ָ ל ְורֹאׁשֹו ַבּשׁ נּו ִעיר, ּוִמְגּדָ ִנְבֶנה-ּלָ
ֶרד ְיקָוה,  ֵני ָכל-ָהָאֶרץ.  ה ַוּיֵ ן-ָנפּוץ, ַעל-ּפְ ם:  ּפֶ ׁשֵ

ֵני  נּו, ּבְ ר ּבָ ל, ֲאׁשֶ ְגּדָ ִלְראֹת ֶאת-ָהִעיר ְוֶאת-ַהּמִ
ָפה ַאַחת  ָהָאָדם.  ו ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיקָוה, ֵהן ַעם ֶאָחד ְוׂשָ

ֵצר ֵמֶהם,  ה לֹא-ִיּבָ ם ַלֲעׂשֹות; ְוַעּתָ ם, ְוֶזה, ַהִחּלָ ְלֻכּלָ
ם,  ר ָיְזמּו ַלֲעׂשֹות.  ז ָהָבה, ֵנְרָדה, ְוָנְבָלה ׁשָ ּכֹל ֲאׁשֶ

ֶפץ  ַפת ֵרֵעהּו.  ח ַוּיָ ְמעּו, ִאיׁש ׂשְ ר לֹא ִיׁשְ ָפָתם--ֲאׁשֶ ׂשְ
לּו, ִלְבֹנת  ְחּדְ ֵני ָכל-ָהָאֶרץ; ַוּיַ ם, ַעל-ּפְ ָ ְיקָוה אָֹתם ִמּשׁ

ַלל  ם ּבָ י-ׁשָ ֶבל, ּכִ ָמּה, ּבָ ן ָקָרא ׁשְ ָהִעיר.  ט ַעל-ּכֵ
ם ֱהִפיָצם ְיקָוה,  ָ ל-ָהָאֶרץ; ּוִמּשׁ ַפת ּכָ ְיקָוה, ׂשְ

ל-ָהָאֶרץ. ֵני ּכָ ַעל-ּפְ

Hint: We’re proposing that it’s not possible to understand why Abraham was chosen, and perhaps 
the necessity of the entire Jewish people, without understanding the time period in which Abraham 
comes on the scene. What were the people like? What was God’s relationship with them? If the tower 
of Babel is the story that directly precedes Abraham, what does that story tell us about who Abraham 
was and why God started a nation through him?

When you read the story of the Tower of Bavel, you may notice that God seems to balk at the fact that the people chose 
WR�EXLOG�D�WRZHU�

They are one people with one language and this they have chosen to do?

ם ַלֲעׂשֹות ם, ְוֶזה, ַהִחּלָ ָפה ַאַחת ְלֻכּלָ ֵהן ַעם ֶאָחד ְוׂשָ

Genesis 11:6
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%XW�ZKDW�ZDV�VR�EDG�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�D�WRZHU"�,Q�RUGHU�WR�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��OHW̵V�DVN��ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�WRZHU�IRU"�:DV�LW�
DQ�DSDUWPHQW�EXLOGLQJ"�:DV�LW�D�PRQXPHQW�WR�6DWDQ"�7KH�%LEOH�WHOOV�XV�ZK\�WKH\�EXLOW�WKH�WRZHU�

$V�\RX̵UH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�GLVFRYHU��DVNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�KHDUG�WKHVH�WKLQJV�EHIRUH��DQG�SXOOLQJ�EDFN�WKH�]RRP�OHQV�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�OHDG�WR�PRVW�RI�RXU�DQVZHUV��:KDW�LV�WKH�VWRU\�ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�7RZHU�RI�%DEHO"�7KH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ͥRRG��7KH�
people are afraid of communal death, which they had just experienced, and so they seek to build a tower for the purpose 
of building their own name. They knew they themselves would die, but they wanted a legacy to outlast them. The tower 
was neither an apartment building, nor a monument to Satan. It was a monument to their own name, lest they scatter 
and be forgotten.

Too Much Of A Good Thing

We admire a lot of great people. Builders, entrepreneurs, religious leaders, community-service people – they have usually 
made a great name for themselves. However, we typically react with eye-rolling when someone builds his own name 
for the sake of building his own name. Consider the philanthropist who doesn’t care about the cause he is donating to; 
he just wants his name up on a plaque. Or the religious leader who learns and studies so that people know who he is. 
Maybe you know someone who shares a little too much or too intimately on social media, or one who cares a little too 
PXFK�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�SHUFHLYHG��SHRSOH�ZKR�IRFXV�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LPDJH�LQYHVW�WKHLU�EHLQJ�LQWR�WKH�SHUSHWXDWLRQ�RI�
WKHLU�RZQ�LPDJH��:H�KDYH�D�QDPH�IRU�SHRSOH�OLNH�WKDW��QDUFLVVLVWV��7KH�IRFXV�RQ�QDPH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�D�PRQXPHQW�WR�WKH�
self. It is meaningless, empty, and ultimately, a monument to nothing.

7UXH�QDPH�EXLOGLQJ�DFWXDOO\�FRPHV�IURP�D�IRFXV�RQ�RWKHUV��YROXQWHHULQJ��WHDFKLQJ��GRLQJ�NLQGQHVV��EHLQJ�D�JRRG�SDUHQW��
FKLOG��VLEOLQJ��IULHQG��:H�FDQ�VHH�WKLV�GLVWLQFWLRQ�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�JUHDW�OLVWV�RI�RXU�OLYHV��WKH�UHVXPH�DQG�WKH�JUDYHVWRQH��
A resume details one’s power and accomplishments - valuable, to be sure. But a gravestone says who you are – beloved 
IDWKHU��EHORYHG�ZLIH��EHORYHG�VLVWHU��$UHQ̵W�WKRVH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�LQͤQLWHO\�PRUH�YDOXDEOH"�7KH�JUDYHVWRQH�UHPLQGV�XV�
that it’s how you took care of others that matters. Your resume should be about how you harness your power to take 

$QG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��̸&RPH��OHW�XV�EXLOG�D�FLW\�DQG�D�WRZHU��ZLWK�LWV�WRS�LQ�KHDYHQ��DQG�OHW�XV�
PDNH�XV�D�QDPH��OHVW�ZH�EH�VFDWWHUHG�XSRQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�(DUWK̹

ֵני ָכל-ָהָאֶרץ ן-ָנפּוץ, ַעל-ּפְ ם:  ּפֶ נּו, ׁשֵ ה-ּלָ ַמִים, ְוַנֲעׂשֶ ָ ל ְורֹאׁשֹו ַבּשׁ נּו ִעיר, ּוִמְגּדָ ַוּיֹאְמרּו ָהָבה ִנְבֶנה-ּלָ

Genesis 11:4

What were the tower builders afraid would happen  – and why? What was their solution?

PONDER THIS

Why might the focus on building your name be a bad thing? Don’t just think about the text here; think 
about your own life.

PONDER THIS
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care of others, how you did good. You may be a philanthropist, an entrepreneur or a religious leader – but what makes 
you great is how and why you used your power. If you think that your power is your name, then you are a tower-builder, 
you have no name.

,I�WKDW̵V�ZKHUH�KXPDQLW\�VWUD\HG��HYHQ�DIWHU�WKH�ͥRRG�DQG�WKH�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�1RDK��LV�LW�DQ\�ZRQGHU�WKDW�*RG�FKRVH�WR�
EHJLQ�+LV�QDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�WKH�7RZHU�RI�%DEHO"�*RG�VHHPV�WR�MXGJH�WKH�FKRLFH�RI�WKH�WRZHU�EXLOGHUV��̸7KH\�KDYH�
chosen to do this?̹�7KH\�DUH�QDUFLVVLVWV��DQG�IRFXV�VROHO\�RQ�WKHPVHOYHV̿

A Second Look

As we see, Abraham and Nahor jump into action, after Haran dies, to do 
yibum. As Deuteronomy explained, yibum is a gesture to perpetuate the 
legacy of their lost brother.

Yibum is about perpetuating someone else’s name, about brothers taking 
care of a brother who has passed away, who is in the most vulnerable 
state, and can no longer look after his own interests. Yibum is the perfect 
counterpoint to the tower.

With that in mind, reread the verses that introduce Abraham. Can you see why he was chosen to begin the 
mission of the Jewish people?

LOOK INSIDE: Abraham

Genesis 11:27-32

27�$QG�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�7HUDK��7HUDK�EHJRW�
$EUDP��1DKRU��DQG�+DUDQ��DQG�+DUDQ�EHJRW�/RW��28 And 
Haran died during the lifetime of Terah his father in the 
land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldees. 29 And Abram and 
Nahor took themselves wives; the name of Abram’s wife 
was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the 
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and the father of 
Iscah. 30 And Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And 
7HUDK�WRRN�$EUDP�KLV�VRQ�DQG�/RW�WKH�VRQ�RI�+DUDQ��KLV�
grandson, and Sarai his daughter in law, the wife of Abram 
his son, and they went forth with them from Ur of the 
Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan, and they came as far 
as Charan and settled there. 32 And the days of Terah were 
WZR�KXQGUHG�DQG�ͤYH�\HDUV��DQG�7HUDK�GLHG�LQ�&KDUDQ�

בראשית יא:כז–לב

ַרח הֹוִליד ֶאת-ַאְבָרם,  ַרח--ּתֶ ה, ּתֹוְלדֹת ּתֶ כז ְוֵאּלֶ
ֶאת-ָנחֹור ְוֶאת-ָהָרן; ְוָהָרן, הֹוִליד ֶאת-לֹוט.  כח 

אּור  ֶאֶרץ מֹוַלְדּתֹו, ּבְ ַרח ָאִביו, ּבְ ֵני ּתֶ ָמת ָהָרן, ַעל-ּפְ ַוּיָ
ם  ים:  ׁשֵ ח ַאְבָרם ְוָנחֹור ָלֶהם, ָנׁשִ ּקַ ים.  כט ַוּיִ ּדִ ׂשְ ּכַ

ה,  ת-ָנחֹור ִמְלּכָ ם ֵאׁשֶ ָרי, ְוׁשֵ ת-ַאְבָרם, ׂשָ ֵאׁשֶ
ַרי,  ִהי ׂשָ ה.  ל ַוּתְ ה ַוֲאִבי ִיְסּכָ ת-ָהָרן ֲאִבי-ִמְלּכָ ּבַ

ַרח ֶאת-ַאְבָרם  ח ּתֶ ּקַ ֲעָקָרה:  ֵאין ָלּה, ָוָלד.  לא ַוּיִ
ת  תֹו, ֵאׁשֶ ּלָ ַרי ּכַ נֹו, ְוֵאת ׂשָ ן-ּבְ ן-ָהָרן ּבֶ נֹו, ְוֶאת-לֹוט ּבֶ ּבְ
ים, ָלֶלֶכת ַאְרָצה  ּדִ ׂשְ ם ֵמאּור ּכַ ְצאּו ִאּתָ נֹו; ַוּיֵ ַאְבָרם ּבְ

ְהיּו  ם.  לב ַוּיִ בּו ׁשָ ׁשְ ֹבאּו ַעד-ָחָרן, ַוּיֵ ַנַען, ַוּיָ ּכְ
ַרח,  ָמת ּתֶ ָנה; ַוּיָ ִנים  ּוָמאַתִים ׁשָ ְיֵמי-ֶתַרח, ָחֵמׁש ׁשָ

ָחָרן. ּבְ

Remember that violation of Sarai’s privacy? In light of what we mentioned – why might that now be 
relevant?

PONDER THIS
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Hold onto that question for the moment; let’s point out one other fascinating aspect of these verses. Remember 
how Abraham and his family journey to Canaan, even before God ever says lech lecha - but they abandon their quest? 
$SSDUHQWO\�WKH\�VWRSSHG�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�DQG�VHWWOHG�LQ�&KDUDQ�

Vayeshvu sham �̸DQG�WKH\�VHWWOHG�WKHUH̹��RQO\�DSSHDUV�RQH�RWKHU�WLPH�LQ�DOO�WKH�)LYH�%RRNV�RI�0RVHV��'R�\RX�UHPHPEHU�
it? It was right before this story, in the Tower of Babel. It’s the very last thing before God tells Abraham to continue his 
TXHVW�WR�&DQDDQ��,W̵V�DV�LI�WKH�%LEOH�LV�TXHVWLRQLQJ��,V�$EUDKDP�D�WRZHU�EXLOGHU"

In light of the above, so much of what we know about Abraham’s life – his struggle to have a child, his wife’s infertility, 
it all comes into focus. If the trait that made Abraham worthy is his loyalty to his brother, and to his brother’s daughter, 
ZKDW�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�RI�KLP�ZKHQ�WKDW�ZDV�WHVWHG"�:RXOG�KH�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�6DUDL"�$QG�ZKDW�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�ZKHQ�KH�ͤQDOO\�
had Isaac? Would he perceive that child as his own? Would it be his legacy that he would do anything to protect? Or 
would Isaac be his shared child – shared with Haran and perhaps with God? Does the Akeidah, the binding of Isaac, take 
on a new light?

Divine Promises
Abraham seems to pass his test – he stays with Sarai – and what interesting thing happens next?

They went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan, and they came as far 
as Charan and they settled there.

ם בּו ׁשָ ׁשְ ֹבאּו ַעד-ָחָרן, ַוּיֵ ַנַען, ַוּיָ ים, ָלֶלֶכת ַאְרָצה ּכְ ּדִ ׂשְ ם ֵמאּור ּכַ ְצאּו ִאּתָ ַוּיֵ

Genesis 11:31

Is it possible that this quest to Canaan is symbolic in some way? If so, what did it represent, in light of 
the above? What was Abraham’s test? Why did he pass, and why did Nahor fail? Furthermore, can you 
think of a later moment in Abraham’s life when he is tested, again, with respect to his legacy?

PONDER THIS

Read the excerpts below from God’s lech lecha promise to Abraham, and see if anything interesting pops 
out to you…

LOOK INSIDE: Reading God’s Promise

Genesis 12:1-2

1 $QG�WKH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�$EUDP��̸*R�IRUWK�IURP�\RXU�ODQG�
and from your birthplace and from your father’s house, to 
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make you into a 
JUHDW�QDWLRQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�EOHVV�\RX��DQG�,�ZLOO�DJJUDQGL]H�\RXU�
QDPH��DQG�>\RX�VKDOO@�EH�D�EOHVVLQJ�

בראשית יב:א-ב

א  ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיקָוה ֶאל-ַאְבָרם, ֶלְך-ְלָך ֵמַאְרְצָך 
. ב   ר ַאְרֶאּךָ ית ָאִביָך, ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאׁשֶ ָך ּוִמּבֵ ּוִמּמֹוַלְדּתְ

ֶמָך; ֶוְהֵיה,  ָלה ׁשְ דֹול, ַוֲאָבֶרְכָך, ַוֲאַגּדְ ָך, ְלגֹוי ּגָ ְוֶאֶעׂשְ
ָרָכה. ּבְ
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Genesis 12:8

8 And he moved from there to the mountain, east of Beth 
el, and he pitched his tent; Beth el was to the west and Ai 
ZDV�WR�WKH�HDVW��DQG�WKHUH�KH�EXLOW�DQ�DOWDU�WR�WKH�/RUG��DQG�
KH�FDOOHG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�

בראשית יב:ח

ט  ֶדם ְלֵבית-ֵאל--ַוּיֵ ם ָהָהָרה, ִמּקֶ ָ ק ִמּשׁ ְעּתֵ ח  ַוּיַ
ַח  ם ִמְזּבֵ ֶבן-ׁשָ ֶדם, ַוּיִ ם, ְוָהַעי ִמּקֶ ית-ֵאל ִמּיָ ָאֳהלֹה; ּבֵ

ם ְיקָוה. ׁשֵ ְקָרא ּבְ ַליקָוה, ַוּיִ

God promises Abraham that He will make Abraham’s name great! Abraham’s purpose, in the wake of the tower is 
dedicate himself to making God’s name great. Abraham built altars – little towers – to God! And he calls out in the name 
of God! In return, God would make Abraham’s name great. Abraham’s purpose, our purpose as a people, is to focus on 
the names of others, and not to focus on our own names! The names of our brothers, the name of God, and not our own.

Echoes Resounding
3UHWW\�QHDW��ULJKW"�%HIRUH�ZH�KHDG�EDFN�WR�WKH�%RRN�RI�5XWK��OHW̵V�SXOO�EDFN�WKH�]RRP�OHQV�MXVW�D�ELW�PRUH��:RXOGQ̵W�LW�EH�
exciting if we saw these themes popping up in some unlikely stories in Bible?

Abraham’s Story Other Story??
PDQ�DQG���VRQV PDQ�DQG���VRQV

tragedy strikes – Haran dies in the presence of his 
father

tragedy strikes in the presence of the father

the brothers jump into action to try to rectify the 
damage

the brothers jump into action to try to rectify the damage

the word ח ּקַ �DQG�KH�WRRN̹��LV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�UHFWLI\LQJ̸��ַוּיִ
act – in this context, marriage

the word ח ּקַ DQG�KH�WRRN̹��LV�XVHG�LQ̸��ַוּיִ
 the rectifying act

ends with the death of the father, Terah ends with the death of the father

the family is headed to Canaan also involves Canaan

:H̵UH�EDFN�WR�RXU�IDYRULWH�JDPH��:KHUH�KDYH�ZH�KHDUG�WKHVH�ZRUGV�EHIRUH"�7XUQV�RXW�WKDW�WKH�WKHPHV�
we’ve been uncovering, the words, the plot elements, are all reminiscent of another story… Here are 
VRPH�FOXHV�

PONDER THIS

What is that other story? Give yourself some time to brainstorm, before turning the page...
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Tragedy Strikes
Doesn’t it remind you of the account of Noah and his sons at the vineyard?

Can you see the parallels? Tragedy strikes with the sin of Ham, and his son, Canaan, after whom the land gets its name. 
Ham is cursed to serve his brothers. The brothers take action – ח ּקַ �DQG�WKH\�WRRN̹��̰�WDNLQJ�D�FORDN�DQG�FRYHULQJ�WKH̸��ַוּיִ
nakedness of their father to restore his dignity.

Abraham and Nahor help their brother, but Shem and Japheth help their father. Ham and Canaan remained cursed, and 
their legacy is set to unravel.

Read this account of Noah below and consider the similarities between this story and Abraham’s tale.

LOOK INSIDE: Noah and his Sons

Genesis 9:18-25

18 And the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and Ham he was the father of 
Canaan… 20 And Noah began to be a master of the soil, 
and he planted a vineyard. 21 And he drank of the wine 
and became drunk, and he uncovered himself within his 
tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s 
nakedness, and he told his two brothers outside. 23 And 
6KHP�DQG�-DSKHWK�WRRN�WKH�JDUPHQW��DQG�WKH\�SODFHG�>LW@�
on both of their shoulders, and they walked backwards, and 
they covered their father’s nakedness, and their faces were 
turned backwards, so that they did not see their father’s 
nakedness. 24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and he 
knew what his small son had done to him. 25 And he said, 
̸&XUVHG�EH�&DQDDQ��KH�VKDOO�EH�D�VODYH�DPRQJ�VODYHV�WR�KLV�
EUHWKUHQ�̹

בראשית ט:יח–כה

ם, ְוָחם  ָבה--ׁשֵ ְצִאים ִמן-ַהּתֵ ְהיּו ְבֵני-ֹנַח, ַהּיֹ יח ַוּיִ
ֶחל ֹנַח, ִאיׁש  ָוָיֶפת; ְוָחם, הּוא ֲאִבי ְכָנַען… כ ַוּיָ

ר;  ּכָ ׁשְ ִין, ַוּיִ ּתְ ִמן-ַהּיַ ׁשְ ֶרם.  כא ַוּיֵ ע, ּכָ ּטַ ָהֲאָדָמה; ַוּיִ
ְרא, ָחם ֲאִבי ְכַנַען, ֵאת,  תֹוְך ָאֳהלֹה.  כב ַוּיַ ל, ּבְ ְתּגַ ַוּיִ
ם  ח ׁשֵ ּקַ חּוץ.  כג ַוּיִ ֵני-ֶאָחיו, ּבַ ד ִלׁשְ ּגֵ ֶעְרַות ָאִביו; ַוּיַ

ְלכּו  ֵניֶהם, ַוּיֵ ֶכם ׁשְ ימּו ַעל-ׁשְ ׂשִ ְמָלה, ַוּיָ ָוֶיֶפת ֶאת-ַהּשִׂ
ית, ַוְיַכּסּו ֵאת ֶעְרַות ֲאִביֶהם; ּוְפֵניֶהם,  ֲאחַֹרּנִ

יֶקץ ֹנַח,  ית, ְוֶעְרַות ֲאִביֶהם, לֹא ָראּו.  כד ַוּיִ ֲאחַֹרּנִ
ָטן.  כה  נֹו ַהּקָ ה לֹו ּבְ ר-ָעׂשָ ַדע, ֵאת ֲאׁשֶ ינֹו; ַוּיֵ ִמּיֵ
ָנַען:  ֶעֶבד ֲעָבִדים, ִיְהֶיה ְלֶאָחיו. ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָארּור ּכְ

1RZ�FRQVLGHU��KRZ�DUH�WKHVH�VWRULHV�GLIIHUHQW"

PONDER THIS

Hint: What is unique about the redemptive act in these two stories? Who are they helping?
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Destruction and Repair

7DNH�D�FORVHU�ORRN�DW�YHUVH����DQG�VHH�LI�\RX�FDQ�GLVFHUQ�DQ\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�ZRUG�SDWWHUQV�

&RQVLGHU�WKH�VWRU\�RI�$EUDKDP��ORRNLQJ�VSHFLͤFDOO\�DW�*HQHVLV��������$Q\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SDWWHUQV�WKHUH"

LOOK INSIDE: Zoom in on Verse 23

LOOK INSIDE: Abraham’s Story

Genesis 9:23

23 And Shem and Japheth took the garment, and they 
SODFHG�>LW@�RQ�ERWK�RI�WKHLU�VKRXOGHUV��DQG�WKH\�ZDONHG�
backwards, and they covered their father’s nakedness, and 
their faces were turned backwards, so that they did not see 
their father’s nakedness. 

Genesis 11:29

23 And Abram and Nahor took themselves wives; the name 
of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife 
was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and 
the father of Iscah.

בראשית ט:כג

ֶכם  ימּו ַעל-ׁשְ ׂשִ ְמָלה, ַוּיָ ם ָוֶיֶפת ֶאת-ַהּשִׂ ח ׁשֵ ּקַ כג ַוּיִ
ית, ַוְיַכּסּו ֵאת ֶעְרַות ֲאִביֶהם;  ְלכּו ֲאחַֹרּנִ ֵניֶהם, ַוּיֵ ׁשְ

ית, ְוֶעְרַות ֲאִביֶהם, לֹא ָראּו. ּוְפֵניֶהם, ֲאחַֹרּנִ

בראשית יא:כט

ם  ים:  ׁשֵ ח ַאְבָרם ְוָנחֹור ָלֶהם, ָנׁשִ ּקַ כט ַוּיִ
ה,  ת-ָנחֹור ִמְלּכָ ם ֵאׁשֶ ָרי, ְוׁשֵ ת-ַאְבָרם, ׂשָ ֵאׁשֶ

ה. ה ַוֲאִבי ִיְסּכָ ת-ָהָרן ֲאִבי-ִמְלּכָ ּבַ

Hint: Do you see any repeated letters? How do they appear?

What is happening to the name in this passage? It is being torn apart. Whose name? The name of Ham. His children are 
cursed and his legacy is being destroyed.
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The name of Haran is being stitched back together – Abraham and Nahor are reviving the name of their brother.

A Blueprint From the Beginning

:H̵UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VWRU\�RI�$GDP��WKH�ͤUVW�PDQ��DQG�KLV�IDPLO\��DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�*HQHVLV�&KDSWHU����7UDJHG\�VWULNHV�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG̵V�ͤUVW�PXUGHU��&DLQ�NLOOV�$EHO��:KHQ�*RG�FDOOV�WR�&DLQ�DQG�DVNV��̸:KHUH�LV�$EHO��\RXU�brother"̹�&DLQ�
DQVZHUV��̸$P�,�P\�brother’s�NHHSHU"̹�0D\EH�WKH�NLOOLQJ�ZDV�D�PLVWDNH��EXW�ZKDW�D�WKLQJ�WR�DQVZHU��&DLQ�VKRXOG�KDYH�
EURNHQ�GRZQ�FU\LQJ��EHJJHG�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�ͤ[�LW��WR�UHFWLI\�WKH�PLVWDNH�KRZHYHU�KH�FRXOG��+H�MXVW�ZLSHG�RXW�DQ�HQWLUH�
line of humanity, Abel, and all of the children he would have had! Instead, he turns his back on his brother.

The Bible gives us the genealogy from Noah to Abraham��, and when we count the generations, we 
notice that the story of Noah’s three sons happens ten generations before Abraham. So let’s go back 
WR�RXU�HDUOLHU�WHFKQLTXH���DQG�SXOO�EDFN�WKH�]RRP�OHQV�ten generations before that. There’s a story 
which occurred ten generations before�1RDK��DQG�HHULO\��LW�FRQWDLQV�DOO�RI�WKHVH�IDPLOLDU�HOHPHQWV�

Father with 2+1 sons
Tragedy strikes

The name of a brother is threatened
A family member jumps in to try to rectify the damage

Where have we heard this before?

PONDER THIS

10 Genesis Chapter 11
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Genesis 4:25

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son, 
and she named him Seth, for God has placed for me 
other seed, in place of Abel, for Cain slew him.

בראשית ד:כה

ְקָרא  ן, ַוּתִ ֶלד ּבֵ ּתֹו, ַוּתֵ ַדע ָאָדם עֹוד, ֶאת-ִאׁשְ כה  ַוּיֵ
ַחת  ת-ִלי ֱאלֹקים, ֶזַרע ַאֵחר--ּתַ י ׁשָ ת:  ּכִ מֹו ׁשֵ ֶאת-ׁשְ

י ֲהָרגֹו ָקִין ֶהֶבל, ּכִ

:KR�DFWV�WR�VDYH�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�$EHO"�7KLQN�DERXW�LW��DQG�WKHQ�UHDG�WKH�YHUVH�EHORZ�

PONDER THIS

,W�LV�$GDP�DQG�(YH�ZKR�GR�WKH�\LEXP�OLNH�DFW�DQG�KDYH�D�WKLUG�VRQ�̰�6HWK��,W�LV�WKH�ͤUVW�\LEXP�OLNH�DFW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�̰�EXW�
an act taken by father, not by brother.

Children help parents, parents help children, but brothers never help brothers...until Abraham. 

Looking Back, Looking Forward
So far, it seems that every ten generations we have this pattern. What do you think might happen if we count another ten 
generations from Abraham?

Adam and his children – Noah and his children – Terah and his children – can you detect a pattern? 
Is there a difference in the quality of the rectifying act?

PONDER THIS

Isaac

Jacob

Judah

Peretz

Chetzrom

Ram

Amminadab

Nahshon

Salmon

Boaz

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Intriguing, isn’t it? That brings us back to the Book of Ruth...
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'R�DQRWKHU�TXLFN�UHDG�WKURXJK�RI�WKH�ERRN�RI�5XWK��$V�\RX�UHDG��DVN�\RXUVHOI�

5HDG�WKH�YHUVH�EHORZ��GR�\RX�VHH�DQ\WKLQJ�IDPLOLDU��IURP�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKLV�JXLGH"

LOOK INSIDE: The Book of Ruth

LOOK INSIDE: Machlon and Kilyon

:KDW�LV�WKH�H[SRVLWLRQ"�:KDW�LV�WKH�FOLPD["�:KDW�LV�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ"�6HH�LI�\RX�FDQ�ͤQG�DQ\�RI�
the language or themes we’ve uncovered thus far.

We always have a father, sons, a tragedy, and an action taken by the brothers. In the Book of 
Ruth, who is the father? Who are the sons? What is the tragedy? How do the brothers act?

(OLPHOHFK��WKH�IDWKHU��OHDYHV�,VUDHO�GXULQJ�D�IDPLQH��7KH�PLGUDVK�JLYHV�XV�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�SLFWXUH��(OLPHOHFK�ZDV�D�JUHDW�
man, wealthy, and people looked to him for help, but he abandoned his brethren. If the story we have been telling, with 
Adam, Noah and Abraham, is about the kindness building to crescendo every ten generations, then by the time we get 
KHUH��ZH�KDYH�IDOOHQ�IDU��(OLPHOHFK�GLHV��KLV�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�̸0DFKORQ̹�DQG�̸.LO\RQ̹�̰�VLFNQHVV�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ��$QG�ZKHQ�
WKH\�PRYH�DZD\�IURP�,VUDHO�WR�VHWWOH�LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�0RDE��WKHUH̵V�D�WDQWDOL]LQJ�OLQJXLVWLF�SDUDOOHO�WKDW�EHJV�WR�EH�QRWLFHG�

Do you remember that phrase, vayeshvu sham��̸DQG�WKH\�VHWWOHG�WKHUH̹�"�,W�KDG�DSSHDUHG�RQO\�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�)LYH�
Books of Moses (the Tower of Babel, and Abraham’s family) - and here it is again, in the Book of Ruth. The echoes of the 
Tower of Babel follow us to Ruth - Machlon and Kilyon are tower-builders! When their father dies, they spring into action 
and take wives, seemingly just as Abraham and Nahor did. Except…

They married Moabites, people who do not subscribe to the same destiny as that of Israel. Their children will not be 
considered Israelites. Cain was passive and would let his brother’s legacy lapse. The children of Noah acted partially, but 
at least they acted. Here, the children of Elimelech are destroying the legacy of their father. Will this be all? Will there be 
QR�OHJDF\�IRU�(OLPHOHFK��0DFKORQ�DQG�.LO\RQ��ZKR�GLHG�ZLWKRXW�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�ͤHOGV�RI�0RDE"

Naomi tells Orpah and Ruth to leave her, and tries to convince them to put any thoughts of yibum to rest. It is not 
possible, she tells them. Orpah gives up and walks away from the legacy of her mother-in-law. Indeed, Orpah’s name 
contains the word oreph��̸EDFN�RI�WKH�QHFN̹�̰�IRU�VKH�WXUQV�KHU�EDFN�RQ�1DRPL�

Ruth 1:4

4 And they married Moabite women, one named Orpah, 
and the other named Ruth, and they settled there for 
about ten years.

רות א:ד

ה,  ם ָהַאַחת ָעְרּפָ ים מֲֹאִבּיֹות--ׁשֵ אּו ָלֶהם, ָנׁשִ ׂשְ ד  ַוּיִ
ִנים. ר ׁשָ ֶעׂשֶ ם, ּכְ בּו ׁשָ ׁשְ ִנית רּות; ַוּיֵ ֵ ם ַהּשׁ ְוׁשֵ
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Hearing The Call
But Ruth, like Abraham, leaves the place of her birth, leaves her sister behind, like Abraham left Nahor, and takes the 
quest to Canaan. Sarai couldn’t have children – there was only the dimmest of hopes of perpetuating her name. Ruth 
had almost no hope, as Naomi had no other children. And yet she and Naomi arrive in Israel.

2QH�WKLQJ�ZH�RIWHQ�PLVV�ZKHQ�ZH�UHDG�WKH�VWRU\�LV�WKDW�5XWK�GRHVQ̵W�KHDG�VWUDLJKW�WR�%RD]��D�UHODWLYH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��6KH�
̸KDSSHQV̹�XSRQ�KLV�ͤHOG��OHG�WKHUH�E\�GLYLQH�GHVWLQ\�

7KDW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VWRU\��ULJKW"�5XWK�PHHWV�%RD]��KH�SURSRVHV�WR�KHU�ULJKW�WKHQ�DQG�WKHUH��DQG�LQ�D�\LEXP�
IDLU\�WDOH��WKH�SORW�LV�UHVROYHG��%XW�WKDW̵V�QRW�ZKDW�KDSSHQV��%RD]�WDNHV�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�5XWK��VXUH�̰�EXW�KH�KDVQ̵W�IXOO\�
FRPPLWWHG��+H�LV�NLQG�WR�KHU��DQG�HQVXUHV�KHU�HFRQRPLF�ZHOIDUH��DQG�EOHVVHV�KHU�

%XW�WKDW̵V�QRW�HQRXJK�IRU�5XWK��ZKR�LV�RQ�D�VSLULWXDO�PLVVLRQ��6KH̵V�QRW�VDWLVͤHG�ZLWK�KDYLQJ�VHFXUHG�KHU�HFRQRPLF�ZHOO�
being; she’s here to execute her loyalties to her mother-in-law, and to the legacy of her husband.

The Making Of A Marriage
$QG�ZK\�VKRXOG�%RD]�MXPS�WR�PDUU\�5XWK"�2XW�RI�D�PRUDO�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�GR�\LEXP�IRU�KLV�̸EURWKHU"̹�0DFKORQ�DQG�.LO\RQ�
DEDQGRQHG�WKH�SHRSOH�̰�WKH\�ZHUHQ̵W�%HLW�/HFKHP̵V�IDYRULWHV�DQ\PRUH�

%XW�5XWK�FRQIURQWV�%RD]�LQ�WKDW�PLGQLJKW�HQFRXQWHU��DQG�OHWV�%RD]̵V�RZQ�ZRUGV�FRPH�EDFN�WR�KDXQW�KLP��5XWK�XVHV�WKH�
VDPH�ODQJXDJH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�%RD]�EOHVVHG�KHU�

Ruth 2:3

3 And she went, and she came, and she gleaned in the 
ͤHOG�DIWHU�WKH�UHDSHUV��DQG�KHU�FKDQFH�ZDV�>WR�FRPH�
WR@�WKH�ͤHOG�WKDW�>EHORQJHG@�WR�%RD]��ZKR�ZDV�RI�WKH�
family of Elimelech.

רות ב:ג

ֶקר  ֶדה, ַאֲחֵרי ַהּקְֹצִרים; ַוּיִ ּשָׂ ט ּבַ ַלּקֵ בֹוא ַוּתְ ֶלְך ַוּתָ ג  ַוּתֵ
ַחת  ּפַ ׁשְ ר ִמּמִ ֶדה ְלבַֹעז, ֲאׁשֶ ִמְקֶרָה--ֶחְלַקת ַהּשָׂ

ֱאִליֶמֶלְך.

Ruth 2:12

12 0D\�WKH�/RUG�UHZDUG�\RXU�GHHGV��DQG�PD\�\RXU�
UHZDUG�EH�IXOO�IURP�WKH�/RUG�*RG�RI�,VUDHO��XQGHU�
Whose wings you have come to take shelter.

רות ב:יב

ֵלָמה,  ְך ׁשְ ְרּתֵ ּכֻ ֳעֵלְך; ּוְתִהי ַמׂשְ ם ְיקָוה, ּפָ ּלֵ יב  ְיׁשַ
את, ַלֲחסֹות  ר-ּבָ ָרֵאל, ֲאׁשֶ ֵמִעם ְיקָוה ֱאלֹקי ִיׂשְ

ָנָפיו. ַחת-ּכְ ּתַ

Ruth 3:9

9�$QG�KH�VDLG��̸:KR�DUH�\RX"�̸�$QG�VKH�VDLG��̸,�DP�
Ruth, your handmaid, and you shall spread your wings 
RYHU�\RXU�KDQGPDLG��IRU�\RX�DUH�D�QHDU�NLQVPDQ�̹

רות ג:ט

ּתָ  ; ַוּתֹאֶמר, ָאֹנִכי רּות ֲאָמֶתָך, ּוָפַרׂשְ ט  ַוּיֹאֶמר, ִמי-ָאּתְ
ה. י ֹגֵאל ָאּתָ ְכָנֶפָך ַעל-ֲאָמְתָך, ּכִ
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You, Boaz, blessed me that God should spread His wings over me; if you believe that God should spread his wings over me, 
then maybe you should too!�6KH�SURSRVLWLRQV�PDUULDJH�̰�QRW�MXVW�IRU�KHU��EXW�EHFDXVH�%RD]�LV�D�UHGHHPHU��6KH�DVNV�KLP�WR�
marry her, for the sake of his brother Machlon, her dead husband. Ruth, from outside the family, and outside the nation, 
GHPDQGV�NLQGQHVV�IRU�D�EURWKHU��%RD]��KHURLFDOO\��DFFHSWV�

Genesis Reappears

,W̵V�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�6HWK��WKH�ͤUVW�\LEXP�FKLOG�

%RD]�LV�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�LW�XSRQ�5XWK�DV�KH�JLYHV�KHU�D�FORWK�WR�ZDON�EDFN�WRZDUGV�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�

Think about the redemptive act of Shem and Yefet – when they took the cloth and walked backwards to cover their 
father. This time, the cloth with its produce represents the children that will come of this union and the legacy that will 
be rebuilt.

7DNH�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�YHUVH�EHORZ��'R�\RX�VHH�DQ\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SDUDOOHOV�LQ�WKLV�YHUVH�DERXW�%RD]̵V�
symbolic acceptance of Ruth’s marriage proposition?

LOOK INSIDE: Boaz’s Acceptance

Ruth 3:15

9�$QG�KH�VDLG��̸5HDG\�WKH�VKDZO�\RX�DUH�ZHDULQJ�DQG�
KROG�LW�̹ �DQG�VKH�KHOG�LW��DQG�KH�PHDVXUHG�RXW�VL[�EDUOH\V�
DQG�SODFHG�>WKHP@�XSRQ�KHU��DQG�KH�FDPH�WR�WKH�FLW\�

רות ג:טו

ר-ָעַלִיְך  ַחת ֲאׁשֶ ְטּפַ טו  ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָהִבי ַהּמִ
ת  ׁשֶ עִֹרים ַוּיָ ׁש-ׂשְ ָמד ׁשֵ ּה; ַוּיָ ְוֶאֳחִזי-ָבּה--ַוּתֹאֶחז ּבָ

ֹבא ָהִעיר. ָעֶליָה, ַוּיָ

Hint: ת ׁשֶ "DQG�KH�SODFHG̹���ZKHUH�KDYH�ZH�KHDUG�WKDW�ZRUG�EHIRUH̸��ַוּיָ

Genesis 4:25

29 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son, 
and she named him Seth, for God has placed for me 
other seed, in place of Abel, for Cain slew him.

בראשית ד:כה

ְקָרא  ן, ַוּתִ ֶלד ּבֵ ּתֹו, ַוּתֵ ַדע ָאָדם עֹוד, ֶאת-ִאׁשְ כה  ַוּיֵ
ַחת  ת-ִלי ֱאלֹקים, ֶזַרע ַאֵחר--ּתַ י ׁשָ ת:  ּכִ מֹו ׁשֵ ֶאת-ׁשְ

י ֲהָרגֹו ָקִין. ֶהֶבל, ּכִ

A cloth to walk back? Who does that remind us of?

PONDER THIS
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Taking Stock

:K\�QRW�HQG�WKH�%RRN�RI�5XWK�ZLWK�&KDSWHU��"�:KDW�GRHV�WKH�H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�WKH�NLQVPDQ�
(Ploni Almoni) in Chapter 4 teach us? Does it remind us of anything?

How is Ruth a culmination of the promise to Abraham? Why?

Why do we read the Book of Ruth on Shavuot?

*LYHQ�RXU�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WU\�WR�UH�DGGUHVV�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�ZH�UDLVHG�DERYH�

PONDER THIS

%RD]̵V�DJUHHPHQW�WR�PDUU\�5XWK�LV�QRW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VWRU\�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�D�FORVHU�UHODWLYH��D�UHODWLYH�ZKRVH�QDPH�
LV�DEVHQW�IURP�WKH�%RRN�RI�5XWK��̸3ORQL�$OPRQL̹�̰�WKH�QDPH�XVHG�E\�RXU�6DJHV�WR�PHDQ�̸$QRQ\PRXV�JX\̹���ORVHV�KLV�
QDPH��IRU�KLV�ODFN�RI�]HDO�LQ�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�WKH�QDPH�RI�RWKHUV��,Q�DQ�HSLVRGH�VWUDLJKW�RXW�RI�WKH�ODZV�RI�\LEXP�IURP�
'HXWHURQRP\��%RD]��IRU�WKH�ͤUVW�WLPH��UHIHUV�WR�(OLPHOHFK�DV�KLV�EURWKHU�

Ploni Almoni refuses yibum lest his own inheritance be marred. He chooses his own name, over the names of others. 
%XW�%RD]�GRHV�WKH�RSSRVLWH���KH�VWHSV�XS�IRU�RWKHUV��DQG�UHIXVHV�WR�DEDQGRQ�KLV�EURWKHU�

.LQJV�FRPH�IURP�WKH�XQLRQ�EHWZHHQ�%RD]�DQG�5XWK�̰�EXW�QRW�EHFDXVH�*RG�VLPSO\�ZDLWHG�WHQ�JHQHUDWLRQV��$EUDKDP̵V�
GHVFHQGHQWV�WDNH�XS�WKH�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW�RI�WKHLU�SDWULDUFK��:KDW�ZDV�WKDW�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW"�7KH�VHOͥHVV�
dedication to the name of others – to brothers and to God.

Ruth 4:3

3 $QG�KH�VDLG�WR�WKH�QHDU�NLQVPDQ��̸1DRPL��ZKR�KDV�
UHWXUQHG�IURP�WKH�ͤHOG�RI�0RDE��LV�VHOOLQJ�WKH�SRUWLRQ�
RI�WKH�ͤHOG�WKDW�EHORQJHG�WR�RXU�brother, to Elimelech.

רות ד:ג

ר ְלָאִחינּו  ֶדה, ֲאׁשֶ ג  ַוּיֹאֶמר, ַלּגֵֹאל, ֶחְלַקת ַהּשָׂ
ֵדה מֹוָאב. ָבה ִמּשְׂ ָ ֶלֱאִליֶמֶלְך:  ָמְכָרה ָנֳעִמי, ַהּשׁ

An Ancient Debt

2QH�ͤQDO�TXHVWLRQ��ZH�VDLG�WKDW�5XWK�FRPHV�IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�WR�GR�D�JUHDW�NLQGQHVV��WR�
SURSRVLWLRQ�D�\LEXP�WR�%RD]��ZKR�KDV�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�KLV�GHDG�EURWKHU�1DKRU��%XW�LV�WKLV�UHDOO\�
WUXH"�7KLQN�EDFN�DERXW�5XWK̵V�DQFHVWU\��:KR�GR�VKH�DQG�%RD]�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ"

PONDER THIS
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5XWK�LV�D�GHVFHQGHQW�RI�0RDE��WKH�VRQ�RI�/RW��WKH�VRQ�RI���+DUDQ�

Terach

Avraham
Sara

Sara

Nahor

BethuelIsaac

Haran
Milcah

Milcah /RW

Moab/DEDQ

Rachel /HDK

Rebecca

Jacob

Judah

BOAZ

DAVID

RUTH

When Haran’s legacy was threatened, Abraham jumped into action to continue his legacy. Ten generations later, when 
Abraham’s legacy of kindness is threatened, a daughter of Haran repays the debt - she steps in to continue their 
KHULWDJH��EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�KHOSLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU��LQYHVWHG�LQ�WKHLU�FROOHFWLYH�IDPLO\�OHJDF\�

That’s what the Bible is all about. The mass revelation at Sinai and the many commandments of the Bible are about 
WKH�OR\DOW\�ZH�DUH�PHDQW�WR�KDYH�IRU�RXU�EURWKHU��DQG�WKH�ORYH�RI�RXU�&UHDWRU��,W�LV�DERXW�VHOͥHVV�SXUVXLW�RI�WKH�QDPH�RI�
others. The reading of the Book of Ruth on Shavuot - it makes perfect sense. This mission begins with Abraham, it is 
FRGLͤHG�LQ�ODZ�DW�6LQDL���EXW�LW�LV�QRW�XQWLO�5XWK�WKDW�LW�DFKLHYHV�FXOPLQDWLRQ�
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Epilogue
But the story doesn’t quite end there…

So now we know why Abraham was chosen, but we still have a bunch of new problems for ourselves. Why wasn’t 
Nahor chosen as the patriarch of the Jewish people? Or why couldn’t they both have been chosen? They both sprang 
into action and attempted to perpetuate the legacy of their dead brother Haran! Why didn’t Nahor hear the call of 
̸/HFK�/HFKD"̹

:H�DOVR�KDYHQ̵W�IXOO\�DQVZHUHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DERYH�DERXW�5XWK̵V�PLGQLJKW�VHGXFWLRQ��6XUHO\�VKH�FRXOG�KDYH�PHW�%RD]�
LQ�WKH�ͤHOGV�DQRWKHU�GD\��RU�VHQW�KLP�D�QLFH�QRWH�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH���YHUVHV�LQ�*HQHVLV��GHWDLOLQJ�$EUDKDP̵V�ZRUWK\�DFWV��
and their subsequent moral responsibility. Why does she need to anoint herself, get all dressed up and sneak into his 
bedroom at night? It still seems just a bit unseemly.

There’s more to this journey, more texts in the Bible that shed light upon the Book of Ruth in surprising and 
breaktaking ways. It turns out that Abraham is not the only patriarch swept up in the story of yibum and brothers 
KHOSLQJ�EURWKHU��,VDDF�DQG�5HEHFFD�SOD\�D�SDUW��DV�GR�-DFRE��/HDK��5DFKHO��/RW�DQG�-XGDK��7KH�VWRU\�ZHDYHV�LWVHOI�
through the binding of Isaac and makes its way back to Ruth…

But we’ll have to save that for another Shavuot.

In the meanwhile, we’re sure you have found more questions on your own! Keep discussing them, and delve further 
into the Book of Ruth and the other texts you’ve explored tonight in your search for answers.

Love the guide?
Then SHARE and SUPPORT!

Think of friends and family who will love it as much as you did - and share it with them!

And when you do, please remember to support Aleph Beta. Nothing makes us happier than bringing eye-opening, 
VRXO�KHDUWHQLQJ��OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�7RUDK�GLUHFWO\�WR�\RX�̱�EXW�LW�DOO�FRVWV�PRQH\��/LNH�WKH�FRVW�RI�WKH�ZULWLQJ��HGLWLQJ��

design and circulation of the guide that you’re reading. So until we win the lottery, we need your support. Encourage 
your friends to subscribe to Aleph Beta, so they can get the guides sent directly to them! Or if you shared it with a 

friend and it was an awesome experience for both of you, consider making a small donation to show your love.

Thanks for understanding - we love you guys, too.
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