
L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam    - Refuah Shlaima Esther Bas Miriam       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

וידבר ד' אל משה ואל אהרן לאמר אלהם. דברו אל בני ישראל “ 11:1,2
 ”לאמר, זאת החיה אשר תאכלו מכל הבהמה אשר על הארץ
“Hashem spoke to Moshe and to Aharon, saying to 

them.  Speak to the B’nei Yisroel saying: ‘These are the creatures 

that you, may eat from among all the animals that are upon the 

earth’.”  The Torah seems to use a peculiar Loshon here.  The way 

the Torah generally would convey this message would be to say, 

“ ...דבר אל בני ישראל. אהרן לאמר אל משה ואל' וידבר ד ”.  Why over here does 

it say that Hakodosh Boruch Hu spoke to Moshe and Aharon, “Saying 

to them”, and then that they should speak to Klal Yisroel to repeat 

again, “saying?”  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph.  

י"רש   One may have said that these – ”לאמר אלהם“ 11:1 – 

words mean that they should repeat the words of Hashem to Klal 

Yisroel.  However, this cannot be for the very next Posuk says that 

they should speak to Klal Yisroel saying.  Rather, it must be that 

these words mean that Aharon was to tell his two sons, Elazar and 

Isamar.  

י"רש   Hakodosh Boruch Hu made – ”דברו אל בני ישראל“ 11:2 – 

all of them (Moshe,  Aharon, Elazar, and Isamar) equal as far as 

being messengers from Hashem regarding this statement because 

they were all equal in their silence and they accepted the decree of 

the Omnipresent upon themselves with love.   
“ 11:2 – מעין בית השואבה  זאת החיה אשר , דברו אל בני ישראל לאמר
 Rashi says that Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and Isamar were all – ”תאכלו

equivalent here in that they were silent and accepted the Gezeira of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with love.  What is the connection between 

their being silent and accepting Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s decree with 

love, and this Parsha of which animals are prohibited for 

consumption?  This Parsha is specific to the Midas Hadin, for 

regarding the Kashrus of an animal, if it is permitted or prohibited 

for consumption, depends on something so fine, as the size of a hair.  

Rashi explains in Posuk 47, that to determine between Tamei and 

Tahor is determining if the trachea was slaughtered exactly halfway, 

or a bit more than halfway – the slightest difference.  Moshe, 

Aharon, Elazar, and Isamar all accepted the Midas Hadin of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu when Nadav and Avihu were taken from this 

world.  Since they accepted the Midas Hadin with love for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, they were Zoche to be the messengers of Hashem with 

which to give to Klal Yisroel the dietary laws, which are often 

determined by the Midas Hadin.  A second answer to this question 

may be as follows.  There are four types of creations: בעל , צומח, דומם
מדבר, חי  – completely inanimate, that which grows, that which is 

alive, and that which speaks.  Each one of these categories elevates 

the category below it by receiving nourishment from it.  The צומח, 

plant life, is nourished from the דומם, the ground.  בעל חי, animals, 

are nourished from צומח, the grass which grows from the ground.  

 from animals.  The greatest ,בעל חי man, is nourished from the ,מדבר

of man are those who are Mevater on what they have achieved, and 

make themselves like a דומם, an inanimate object because of their 

Yiras Hashem.  Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and Isamar elevated 

themselves above the level of מדבר, to the exalted level of דומם, as it 

says in Tehillim 37:7 “ והתחולל לו' דום לד ” – “Wait silently for the 

salvation of Hashem, and wait longingly for Him.”  Therefore they 

were Zoche to the Parsha of, “זאת החיה אשר תאכלו מכל הבהמה” – to 

teach Klal Yisroel how they can be on the level of a מדבר by being 

nourished properly from a בעל חי, and letting them know that there 

is actually a level higher than a מדבר, and that is a מדבר who is דומם.  

Tehillim 65:2 “לך דמיה תהילה” – “Of you, silence is praise.”  Moshe, 

Aharon, Elazar, and Isamar were Zoche to this exalted level of דומם.   

ן"רמב   – 11:1,2 – “ ישראל ידברו אל בנ...אל משה ואל אהרן ” – The 

Mitzvos of this Parsha apply equally to all of Klal Yisroel and to the 

Kohanim.  However, their relevance to the Kohanim is greater than 

to the others.  The Kohanim must constantly guard themselves 

against contact with sources of Tumah because they frequently need 

to enter the Mikdash and eat Kodshim, which can only be eaten in a 

state of purity.  Furthermore, when a Yid acts B’shogeg regarding 

these matters, they would be required to bring a Korbon which the 

Kohanim would be Makriv (once again the Kohanim are involved).  

The Kohanim were also the ones who were instructed to distinguish 

between the sacred and the profane, what is pure and holy and 

what is Tamei.  Therefore, when Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave over 

these commandments, He addressed both Moshe and Aharon (or 

Moshe to tell Aharon) and then He commanded both of them to 

speak to the rest of Klal Yisroel.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   The preceding Parsha – ”לאמר אלהם“ 11:1 - 

is closely connected with the laws of what one is permitted to eat, 

which is discussed in this Parsha.  We learned that those who are 

worthy of being Kohanim are liable to err and incur the death 

penalty, if they get caught up in themselves.  When Kohanim, and 

those who teach the laws of the Torah, are called upon to serve in 

the Mikdash or to render a Halachic decision, they must sanctify 

themselves by exercising self-restraint even in matters that are 

permitted; they must refrain from wine and strong drink, which 

muddle the mind and agitate the emotions.  We were also taught 

that the sanctification of life achieved by the Sanctuary culminates 

in the sanctification of physical pleasure, and that the meal eaten by 

the Kohanim completes the process of atonement.  All of this has 

prepared us to understand that the fulfillment of our spiritual and 

moral mission, to be a ממלכת כהנים וגוי קדוש, also depends on the food 

we eat.  The very fact that the dietary laws were given both to 

Moshe and Aharon testifies to the importance of these laws. 

ם"רשב   To Moshe and Aharon.  We learn – ”לאמר אלהם“ 11:1 - 

from this that all the other times that Torah says, “לאמר”, it is 

referring to Moshe.  Here the Torah explicitly says, “לאמר אלהם” – 

“say to them” – to both of them – Moshe and Aharon.   

 These words are the same – ”לאמר אלהם“ 11:1 - רוקח 

Gematria as “לבני אהרן” – “to the sons of Aharon.”  They were to tell 

Klal Yisroel these laws.   

זכריה' ר   ”אלהם“  .to the Zekeinim – ”לאמר“ – ”לאמר אלהם“ 11:1 - 

– to the sons, meaning to Elazar and Isamar.  “דברו אל בני ישראל” – 

This refers to the rest of Klal Yisroel.   

ל"אריז   – Sha’ar Ta’amei Hamitzvos, Parshas Eikev – 

Bereishis 2:20 “ויקרא האדם שמות לכל הבהמה” – “Odom assigned names 

to all the animals.”  Animal meat was not permitted for consumption 

until the days of Noach, as it says in the Posuk Bereishis 9:3 “ כל רמש
 Every moving thing that lives shall be“ – ”אשר הוא חי לכם יהיה לאכלה

food for you.”  It is these words that permitted Noach and his sons 

to eat meat (Sanhedrin 59b).  The reason that meat is permitted to 

be eaten is because through eating one can separate the Nitzotzos 

Hakedusha, the sparks of Kedusha that are mixed with the animal, 

and return those Nitzotzos to its source.  Odom Harishon did not 

need to do this, for when he gave the animals their names, he 

created a complete Tikun, and there was therefore no reason for 

him to eat the animals.  This was only before the sin of Odom.  

However, after his sin, the Klipos attached themselves to the 

animals, and they were in need of a Tikun.  Due to Odom Harishon’s 

sin, he was no longer worthy of revealing those Nitzotzos of 

Kedusha, thus he was still not allowed to eat animals.  This applied 

for the generations following Odom, until the generation of Noach 

and his sons.  Bereishis 6:9 “נח איש צדיק תמים היה בדורותיו” – “Noach was 

a righteous man, perfect in his generations.”  It was due to the 

strength of Noach’s righteousness, that he had the power to 
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separate the Nitzotzos of Kedusha from the animals, and therefore 

was allowed to eat them.  Although Noach did not reach the level of 

Odom Harishon prior to his sin, of being able to create a Tikun of the 

animals by naming them, he reached a level high enough that 

through eating them he could affect a Tikun.  Once it was permitted 

for Noach, it was permitted for future generations.  This only applied 

to Kosher animals, which are mostly good, with some bad in them.  

The Tamei animals have mostly bad; we do not have the capabilities 

to bring out the Nitzotzos of Kedusha from them, and they are 

therefore prohibited from consumption.  One who eats the Tamei 

animals will not extract the Nitzotzos of Kedusha, but instead will 

end up with the Klipos, the bad in the animal, which will penetrate 

the person and have a negative effect upon him. 

עבן יהויד   – 11:2 “ זאת החיה אשר תאכלו מכל , דברו אל בני ישראל לאמר
 These words – ”זאת החיה אשר תאכלו“ – Chulin 42a – ”הבהמה אשר על הארץ

teach us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu grasped every type of animal and 

showed it to Moshe, and said, “This may be eaten, and this you shall 

not eat.”  Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu have to actually show 

Moshe each species of animals to inform him of which species were 

permitted?  Why couldn’t Hakodosh Boruch Hu just tell Moshe the 

names of which species were permitted and which ones were 

prohibited?  The Arizal explains that the purpose of eating animals is 

to bring out the Nitzotzos Hakedusha.  This can be done through 

eating it, or as was done by Odom Harishon, by calling the animals 

their names (see Arizal above).  With this P’shat of the Arizal we can 

now understand why Hakodosh Boruch Hu grasped each species of 

animals and showed it to Moshe.  Had Hakodosh Boruch Hu called 

them by their names, they would have had an immediate Tikun, and 

then there would no longer be a reason to eat those animals.  Being 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted the Avodah of Klal Yisroel of 

separating the Nitzotzos of Kedusha for His sake, He showed Moshe 

the animals so that they would not have a Tikun at that time.  

“ 11:1 – זוהר  אל משה ואל אהרן לאמר אלהם' וידבר ד ” – Why does the 

Torah include Aharon by this Mitzvah of separating animals that are 

Tahor and animals that are Tamei?  Aharon HaKohen was always 

ready to judge and discern between Tahor and Tamei.  Aharon 

HaKohen stood ready to separate the Klipos of Tumah from 

Kedusha.   

“ 11:2 - אמרי שפר  זאת החיה אשר תאכלו, דברו אל בני ישראל לאמר ” – 

Vayikra Rabbah 13:3 “ כל אמרת אלוק צרופה( ה: משלי ל)ד "הה ” – “Every 

word of Hashem is refined” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu only gave Klal 

Yisroel the Mitzvos in order to refine with it the creations.  What is 

the Medrash teaching us here from the Posuk in Mishlei?  The 

Medrash has a question why the Torah begins the Parsha of dietary 

laws by saying, “This animal you can eat.”  It should have begun by 

telling us what not to eat, for that is what is most important, and 

then tell us what we are allowed to eat.  The Medrash is coming to 

answer this question.  If a doctor wants his patient to stay away 

from certain foods which are bad for him, and all he does is tells the 

patient, “You can’t eat this and that”, the patient may think that the 

doctor does not like him.  Rather the doctor begins by telling the 

patient what is good for him, so that the patient knows that the 

doctor cares about him.  Then the doctor tells the patient which 

foods he must abstain from for they are bad for him.  This is what 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu did here.  First he told Klal Yisroel what they 

can eat, to show them that He loves them.  Then He continues and 

tells them the animals which can be damaging to them, that can 

stuff up their hearts from hearing the words of Hashem.  This is what 

the Medrash is coming to tell us.  One must know that all from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is for our good so that we should be refined. 

We see it from this Parsha, where Hakodosh Boruch Hu begins by 

telling us what we are allowed to eat, for His intentions are for our 

good.   

ם שיק"מהר   - 11:2 “ זאת החיה אשר תאכלו, דברו אל בני ישראל לאמר ” – 

The Posuk uses the word, “החיה” here as a Remez that the purpose of 

Klal Yisroel is their life of Nitzchiyos, everlasting – the world of 

Kedusha.  Therefore the Torah prohibited Klal Yisroel from eating 

certain animals which damage the soul of a person.  The other 

nations of the world eat many of these animals and vermin that the 

Torah prohibited, yet they remain healthy and strong.  Eating these 

prohibited creatures weakens the soul of a person and not the body.  

The other nations of the world, who are destined for death – not 

Nitzchiyos like Klal Yisroel, they are not commanded against eating 

these creatures for Hashem is not concerned about their Nitzchiyos.   
“ 11:2 - 8 – מדרש תנחומא  זאת החיה אשר , דברו אל בני ישראל לאמר
 In the beginning of creation, everything was permitted – ”תאכלו

except for the lone Mitzvah that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Odom 

Harishon of not eating from the Eitz Hada’as.  Odom was not able to 

abstain from eating from the tree, and he transgressed the one and 

only Mitzvah he received.  It is the other nations of the world who 

cannot observe Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Mitzvos.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu gave Klal Yisroel many Mitzvos (such as which animals they are 

permitted to eat, and which ones are prohibited) as a Zechus for 

them, for they can fulfill the words of Hashem.   

“ 11:2 – אור החיים  לאמר דברו אל בני ישראל ” – The Torah uses the 

word, “לאמר” here for this is an honor for Klal Yisroel. These Mitzvos 

were not given to the other nations of the world.  They are just for 

Klal Yisroel so that they can be Kodosh.   

“ Drush 14 - Makkos 3:16 – רוח חיים  ברוך הוא לזכות את  רצה הקדוש
לפיכך הרבה להם תורה ומצות, ישראל ” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to give 

Klal Yisroel many Mitzvos that they can receive while attending to 

the needs of their Guf: Shechita, Basar B’cholov, Treifos, Mezuzah, 

Zera’im, Kilayim, and many more.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to 

give Klal Yisroel as many opportunities to receive Zechusim, and that 

is why He gave them many Mitzvos. The Mishna is telling us that 

even a little is considered as a lot.  The Arizal says in Sha’ar 

Hagilgulim, Hakdamah 38 – The little that is done today is 

equivalent to much that they did in previous years.   “ חפץ למען צדקו ' ד
 means that it is difficult.  Being that the – ”יאדיר“ – ”יגדיל תורה ויאדיר

Klipos of evil are stronger now, it is harder to do as much as the 

previous generations.  The Chizuk we receive from this Mishna is 

that although we cannot reach the levels of previous generations, if 

we do our best in serving Hashem and still do Mitzvos and learn 

Torah, albeit less than the previous generations, we are credited the 

same way as the previous generations.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah says the 

word “לאמר” numerous times, and why Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and 

Isamar were all Zoche to give over this Parsha to Klal Yisroel.  The 

point is, “לאמר” – because Hashem said so.  Parshas Parah tells us 

about the Mitzvah of the Parah Adumah, a Mitzvah which one can 

only say that he performs because, “Hashem said so”, for we do not 

know a reason for it.  Everything Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for the 

good.  He gave us many Mitzvos, so that we can acquire Zechusim.  

These great individuals all accepted the decree of Nadav and Avihu 

in the greatest manner, they were silent.  They had no questions, no 

complaints, no comments.  They understood that everything 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for the best, and therefore accepted 

the decree with love.  It is because of this that they were all Zoche to 

give over this Parsha to Klal Yisroel, the Parsha that begins with 

telling us what we can eat as opposed to what we cannot eat for it 

demonstrates to us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu loves us.  May we be 

Zoche to recognize that everything Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for 

good, and may we accept everything from Him with love.   


