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Now You Know 
In this week’s Parsha, Yaakov blessed 
Yosef’s sons, Efrayim and Menashe.  
It established the way we bless our 

children, and for boys we say, 
“HaShem should make you like 
Efrayim and Menashe.” 

Menashe was the elder son, but he 
was not upset that his younger 
brother was placed ahead of him. 

On the contrary, he respected and 
admired his younger brother who 
spent time learning Torah with Yaakov 
while he, Menashe, was involved in his 
work at the palace. 

Though he could not spend his days 
in Torah study, he appreciated its 
value. Supporting Torah is so 

important because it shows one’s 
appreciation for it. 

When we finish a Sefer of Chumash as 
we do this week, we recite, “Chazak, 
chazak, v’nischazek,” “Be strong, be 
strong, we will become stronger.”   

It’s something that we do as a group, 
united, working together.  WE become 
stronger when we encourage each 
other.  On his deathbed, Yaakov 

underscored this. The Torah tells us, 
“Each according to hishishishis blessing did 
he bless themthemthemthem.”  When they are 

united, they all get the benefits of the 
strengths of the individual. 

Chazak, chazak, let us unite and 
become strengthened! 

Thought of the week: 

Try not to become a man of 
success, but rather a man 
of value.         -Albert Einstein 

(XK:ZM TYwARB) „...HNw YRsE EBw OYRCM JRAB BQEY YXYW‰ 
“And Yaakov lived in Egypt for seventeen years...” (Gen. 47:28) 
The commentaries point out that even though Yaakov previously told Pharaoh, “the years 
of my sojourn have been few and hard,” and he did not call it a “life,” here the Torah says 
that he “lived.”  In other words, at this point, Yaakov finally felt peace of mind and not the 
constant apprehension he had previously experienced.  Some say this was the only such 
time period in his life while others say that the first seventeen years of Yosef’s life were 
also years in which Yaakov felt settled and at ease. 

If we look at the first seventeen years of Yosef’s life, we can understand on a humanistic 
level how Yaakov might have felt calm.  His beloved wife Rachel was no longer barren, 
something which should have brought her much joy.  Seeing that her prayers were 
answered was a great relief.  Further, it being such a child as Yosef who was bright and 
eager to learn all his father could teach him enhanced his pleasure. 

He was also back in his family’s land, the land HaShem promised He would give to the 
children of Avraham and Yitzchak.  All these things gave Yaakov of sense of peace and 
serenity.  However, as we’ve learned previously, this was the beginning of Yaakov’s pain. 

Tzaddikim are not put on this world to relax and enjoy life, but to toil and refine themselves 
in the service of HaShem. The next world is for enjoying the fruits of their labors. That is 
why, when Yaakov wanted to dwell in tranquility, the challenge of Yosef pounced upon him. 

But we should ask ourselves how the last seventeen years were better. His beloved wife 
had died.  He was in a foreign country, not his homeland.  He didn’t even spend time with 
Yosef.  Yosef was busy with his royal duties and also the commentaries teach us that he 
never allowed himself to be alone with Yaakov during that time period lest Yaakov ask him 
about how he had gotten to Egypt, and Yosef did not want to reveal that his brothers had 
sold him.  All the things that he’d enjoyed during the first years of Yosef’s life were gone, so 
how could this be the “time of his life”? 

The answer lies in understanding the nature of living.  Yaakov was constantly worried that 
he would not fulfill his life’s mission.  He had to raise twelve tribes and establish the nation 
of Israel.  Obstacles and interruptions constantly assailed him over the years. Now, though, 
in Egypt, he was seeing his children and grandchildren following in his path.  He even saw 
the nation grow to 600,000 people who were still devoted to HaShem.  THIS was the 
pleasure he was working for all his life: to see that he had successfully passed the torch to 
the next generation.  His foresight in sending Yehuda to establish a Yeshiva was the final 
stitch in the tapestry of his legacy. 

Such is the nature of Yiddishe Nachas, Jewish pride. What makes us happiest is not 
financial success, leisure time, or a life without worry, but rather it is seeing our children 
grow in their love of HaShem, His people and His Torah. It’s what we work for and 
overcome challenges for. In fact, it’s what HaShem, Himself, wants to see from all His 
children and this is the nachas we can give our Heavenly Father. 

The author of the Ketzos HaChoshen, R’ Aryeh Leib HaKohain Heller z”l, was one of five 
brothers.  Four of them were full-time Torah scholars and one was involved in business. 

When their mother was ill, they all came to the house to visit.  They discussed numerous Torah 
matters and at one point became involved in an argument about a knotty topic. At the end, the 
victor was the son who was also a successful businessman. 

Their mother said, “The fact that he could best his brothers means that he is devoted to Torah 
and that is my greatest joy!” 

©2015 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WXLDBY WXLDBY WXLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWAR    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Mazel Tov to  

Noah and Rifka Sonenberg 
of Toronto, Ontario  

On the Bar Mitzvah of  

Boaz Y‰N.   

May you have much Yiddishe 

Nachas from your entire family. 

Mazel Tov to  

Rabbi & Mrs. Dovid Hoffman 
of Monsey, NY  

On the Bar Mitzvah of  

Naftoli Y‰N.   

May you have much Yiddishe 

Nachos from your entire family. 
 


