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ליל שמרים הוא לד' להוציאם מארץ מצרים, הוא הלילה “ 12:42

 ”הזה לד' שמרים לכל בני ישראל לדרתם.

“It is a night of ‘Shimurim’ for Hashem to take them (Klal 

Yisroel) out of the land of Mitzrayim, this was the night for Hashem; a 

‘Shimurim’ for all the B’nei Yisroel for their generations.”  The word 

“Shimurim” can mean waiting in anticipation or can mean to be watched or 

protected.  What is the meaning of the word “Shimurim” in this Posuk?  

Additionally, why does the Posuk need to tell us twice that this night Klal 

Yisroel left Mitzrayim is a night of “Shimurim?” The following Divrei Torah 

will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

י"רש   – 12:42 “ 'ליל שמורים הוא לד ” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

 keeping in mind, and looking forward to it – in order to fulfill His – ”שומר“

promise to take Klal Yisroel out of the land of Mitzrayim.   

י"רש   – 12:42 “ 'הוא הלילה הזה לד ” – That is the night that 

Hashem said to Avrohom, “On this night I am going to redeem your 

children.” 

י"רש   – ”משומר“ It is – ”שמרים לכל בני ישראל לדרתם“ 12:42 – 

“guarded” from that time onward against harmful spirits.   

“ 12:42 – משיח אלמים  'ליל שמרים הוא לד ” – In the beginning of 

the Posuk, when it says the word “שמרים” in reference to Hashem, it cannot 

mean that He is protected, the way it means at the end of the Posuk, that it 

is a protection for Klal Yisroel.  (Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not need 

protection from anything – therefore that cannot be the meaning).  That is 

why Rashi translates שמרים in the beginning of the Posuk to mean keeping in 

mind, and looking forward to the time of redemption.   

“ 12:42 – באר יצחק  'הוא הלילה הזה לד ” – This refers to the night 

designated from the time of Avrohom Avinu as the night destined for the 

redemption for Klal Yisroel.  

“ 18:11 – בראשית רבה  'ליל שמרים הוא לד ” – In this world, a 

miracle was performed for Klal Yisroel at night because that redemption was 

of transitory nature.  However, the redemption of Le’asid Lavo, Future to 

Come, which will be permanent, the night will be transformed to day.  As it 

says in Yeshaya 30:26 “והיה אור הלבנה כאור החמה” – “The light of the moon 

will be like the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be seven times as 

strong, like the light that Hakodosh Boruch Hu created during the Creation of 

the world, and hid it away in Gan Eden.   

“ 12:42 - תוספות ברכה  'ליל שמורים הוא לד ” – The Medrash says 

that in this world, the miracles are in the nighttime, but Le’asid Lavo, the 

nighttime will turn into daytime.  This Medrash can be understood with the 

Medrash Rabbah in the beginning of Bereishis, on the Posuk, “ ויקרא אלקים

 By the calling of the day, it says that Hakodosh  ”.לאור יום ולחשך קרא לילה

Boruch Hu called it light, while by the night, it does not mention Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s Name.  The reason for this is because Hakodosh Boruch Hu does 

not want to connect His Name to evil (darkness represents evil).  The 

Medrash does not mean that we learn that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not 

want to connect His Name from the Posuk saying, “ולחשך קרא לילה”, for the 

beginning of the Posuk already mentioned the Name of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Obviously, when the end of the Posuk says, “קרא” – “He called,” it is 

referring to Hakodosh Boruch Hu – and therefore He is connected to 

darkness.  Rather since nighttime was created first, as the Posuk says, “ ויהי

 the Posuk should have first said that Hakodosh Boruch Hu ”,ערב ויהי בקר

created darkness, and He also created light.  However, being that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu did not want His Name to be said close to evil, darkness, therefore 

the Posuk switched the order and mentioned light first. While we are 

certainly speaking about Hakodosh Boruch Hu, His Name is not directly 

mentioned by darkness.  Our Medrash here has a question.  If Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu switched around the order of the Posuk just so that His Name not 

be mentioned near nighttime, why over here does the Posuk say His Name 

near nighttime – “ 'ליל שמרים הוא לד ?”  The Medrash answers that this refers 

to Le’asid Lavo, a time when nighttime will be as light as daytime, and there 

will be no more evil.  That is why Hashem’s Name can be near this nighttime.   

“ 12:42 – בית הלוי  'ליל שמרים הוא לד ” – The Medrash says that 

the nighttime redemption is temporary, while the daytime redemption is 

permanent. Why?  The night symbolizes exile, and the day symbolizes 

redemption.  If a miracle occurs at night, it is not meant to banish the 

darkness forever, but merely to provide a sliver of light within the darkness, 

while leaving the exile to be completed at a future time.  A redemption by 

day is meant to be eternal and complete.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told 

Avrohom Avinu that his descendents would be in Golus for 400 years.  

However, after 210 years in Golus Mitzrayim, Klal Yisroel were on the verge 

of spiritual obliteration.  One more moment in the Tumah, impurity, of 

Mitzrayim, and Klal Yisroel would have been lost forever.  Therefore, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim after being there for 

only 210 years, and postponed the rest of the Golus for a future time.  Being 

that Klal Yisroel did not complete the 400 years of Golus, their redemption 

was temporary.  The next redemption, when Moshiach will come, will be a 

redemption which will be everlasting.  After Krias Shema in the morning, we 

say “אמת ויציב”, while after Krias Shema in the evening, we say, “ אמת

 When we speak of redemption in the morning, during daylight, we  ”.ואמונה

are referring to the future redemption which will be permanent.  We 

therefore say, “אמת ויציב” – “True and firm,” for the redemption will be firm 

and everlasting.  When we speak of the redemption at nighttime, we are 

speaking of the redemptions that are temporary, represented by nighttime.  

They are glimmers of hope amidst the darkness, that we will be Zoche to the 

complete redemption in the future.  Therefore we say, “אמת ואמונה” – “True 

and faithful” for although we have temporary redemptions, we have “faith 

and trust” that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will bring the final and permanent 

redemption that He promised to Avrohom Avinu.  

 Why does the Posuk say that – ”ליל שמרים“ 18:12 – מדרש רבה  

the night that Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim is a night of “Shimurim?”  

“Shimurim” means “designation,” that the night of Pesach was designated 

for future miracles as well; Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed miracles for the 

righteous in later generations, just as He did for Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim.  On 

that designated night, Hakodosh Boruch Hu saved Chizkiyah from Sancheirev; 

He saved Chananya and his friends from the fiery furnace, He saved Daniel 

from the lions’ den, and on that night Moshiach and Eliyahu will appear.   

“ 18:42 – כתב סופר  הוא , להוציאם מארץ מצרים' ליל שמרים הוא לד

'הלילה הזה לד ” – Klal Yisroel had already experienced a reprieve from the 

harsh labor of Mitzrayim prior to their leaving.  The purpose of their leaving 

Mitzrayim was so that they should leave the Tumah of Mitzrayim, and be 

Mekabel the Torah.  In truth, the wicked of the generation did not want to 

leave Mitzrayim at that point, for they said it was better for them to remain 

in Mitzrayim, for they were no longer under the subjugation of the Mitzriyim, 

and they would not be obligated to perform Mitzvos.  We mention Yetzias 

Mitzrayim constantly as a reminder that we were Zoche then to leave 

Mitzrayim in order to receive the Torah and become Avodim of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, instead of being Avodim to Paroah.  “ להוציאם ' ליל שמרים הוא לד

'הוא הלילה הזה לד, מארץ מצרים ” – That night was a night for Hashem – 

although Klal Yisroel had already been freed from working for Paroah, the 

purpose of that night, leaving Mitzrayim, was all for Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

honor, so that Klal Yisroel could receive the Torah, and be Avodim to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

“ 12:42 - דעת תורה  'ליל שמרים הוא לד ” – Rashi says that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was waiting in anticipation for the day to come for Him 

to redeem Klal Yisroel.  The word, “שמרים” is like from the Posuk in Bereishis 

 Yaakov waited in anticipation when the words – ”ואביו שמר את הדבר“ 37:11

of Yosef’s dreams would come true.  This shows us a great love that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu has for Klal Yisroel.  Aside from the Havtacha that He 

gave Avrohom Avinu that his descendants would be redeemed, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu looked forward to that day.  Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu need 

to give a Havtacha to Avrohom Avinu?  Why not just redeem them, without 

giving a Havtacha?  There is a great Yesod to learn from this.  This is from the 

great Middos of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that He gives a Havtacha.  The one 

who receives the Havtacha is to have complete faith in Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

that He will do as He promised. If one does have that complete Bitachon in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that is the Zechus which causes the Havtacha to come 

into reality.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave the Avos Hakdoshim Havtachos, and 

because they had complete Bitachon in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, all of the 

Havtachos will be fulfilled.  Bereishis 15:6 “ ויחשביה לו צדקה' והאמין בד ” – It 

was because Avrohom Avinu had full Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he 

was Zoche to have all of his success.  If Chas V’sholom he would have been 
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deficient in Emunah and Bitachon, then the words of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

would not have been fulfilled. If a man of flesh and blood tells someone that 

he will do something in the future for him, he may fulfill his words at a later 

time, yet will be doing it to fulfill his prior words, and not necessarily because 

he wants to perform that action.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave a Havtacha to 

Avrohom Avinu, and was waiting in great anticipation when the day would 

come for Him to perform the action.  One must act in the manner of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and when he says he will do something good, he 

should look forward to that opportunity to perform the good deed.    

י שטייף"מהר   – 12:42 “ שמרים לכל בני ישראל ' הוא הלילה הזה לד

 The Chasam Sofer says in his Droshos on Chanukah on the Posuk in – ”לדרתם

Tehillim 60:6 “נס להתנוסס” – that the Posuk means that when a miracle 

occurs at a certain time, every year when that time of year comes, it awakens 

the possibility for another miracle to occur.  Therefore, each and every year 

on the night of Pesach, for all future generations, it is a time for miracles to 

occur.  So too, the ultimate Geulah will occur then, as it says in Rosh 

Hashanah 11a that Klal Yisroel will be redeemed in the month of Nisan.  

Michah 7:15 “כימי צאתך מארץ מצרים אראנו נפלאות” – “Like the days you left 

Mitzrayim, so I will show you wonders.”  Just as Hakodosh Boruch Hu waited 

in great anticipation to take Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, so too He waits 

with great anticipation for future generations, to take them out of exile – to 

the ultimate redemption with the coming of Moshiach.   

“ 12:42 - חן טוב  שמרים לכל בני ישראל לדרתם' הוא הלילה הזה לד ” 

– On that night, in addition to Klal Yisroel leaving Mitzrayim, it was also the 

night of Gideon, of Sancheirev, and of Mordechai ( בלילה ההוא נדדה שנת

 ,the night”, for in each and every generation“ – ”הלילה“ This night is  .(המלך

for all future generations, this is a miraculous night.  This night is a night 

when Klal Yisroel are protected from all Mazikin, harmful spirits.   

“ 12:42 – מעין בית השואבה  להוציאם מארץ ' ליל שמרים הוא לד

 Chazal tell us in Rosh Hashanah 11b that Klal Yisroel were – ”מצרים

redeemed from Mitzrayim in the month of Nisan and will be redeemed once 

again in the month of Nisan.  Hashem established the night of Pesach as the 

eternal night of redemption from the time of Creation.  The Chofetz Chaim 

said in the year 5690 (1930) that even though we are obligated to await 

Moshiach’s arrival every day, we should realize that there is a fifty-fifty 

probability of him coming in the month of Nisan, much greater than the 

likelihood of him coming in any other month.  But what does the Yetzer Hara 

do?  He attempts to make us think that the possibility of Moshiach coming is 

remote, and casts doubts in our minds whether Moshiach will come at all.  

What a pity! I asked Rav Elchonon Wasserman – Since we are obligated to 

wait for Moshiach every day, and we Daven that Hashem will send Moshiach 

soon, can we say that we are certain that Moshiach will come shortly?  He 

responded – Chazal say that Moshiach will come when we aren’t thinking 

about him, just as when Klal Yisroel were in Mitzrayim.  Shemos 6:9 “ ולא

 They did not heed Moshe because“ – ”שמעו אל משה מקצר רוח ומעבדה קשה

of shortness of breath and hard work.” Before the arrival of Moshiach, Klal 

Yisroel will be so dulled by pain and suffering that they will be incapable of 

accepting words of comfort and consolation.  The Chofetz Chaim said that 

the end of our exile will mirror the end of the servitude in Mitzrayim – 

Michah 7:15 “כימי צאתך מארץ מצרים אראנו נפלאות” – “Like the days you left 

Mitzrayim, so I will show you wonders.”  The Rambam writes that no one 

truly knows the order of events that will occur surrounding Moshiach’s 

arrival, nor is it fundamental to Judaism to know the order.  The fundamental 

belief that everyone must accept is the belief that ultimately Moshiach and 

Eliyahu will come, and if we are Zoche, we will see who comes first.  We live 

in the period that precedes the arrival of Moshiach.  This is clear as day to 

anyone who studies the sources in Tanach and the words of Chazal.  

However, to promise that the redemption will come soon is like giving false 

testimony, because the precise moment when Moshiach will come was never 

revealed to us.   

ש מבעלזא"מהר   - 12:42 “ להוציאם מארץ ' ליל שמרים הוא לד

 Why does the Posuk begin in Loshon Nekeivah, and then switch to – ”מצרים

Loshon Zochor?  Rashi explains that the first “שמרים” means that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was waiting with anticipation to the day He would redeem Klal 

Yisroel from Mitzrayim.  The second “שמרים” means that it is a day that Klal 

Yisroel is protected from harmful spirits.  Before Klal Yisroel received the 

great Chasodim from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they were in a position of ליל, 

Loshon Nekeivah.  However, after having received the great Chasodim of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, immediately everything turns to a Loshon of Zochor, 

representing that Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Chasodim are revealed.  Although 

all of the great Chasodim were not yet revealed, Klal Yisroel must await with 

great anticipation to see the great Chasodim which we hope to be Zoche to 

see with the coming of Moshiach.   

“ 12:42 – אך פרי תבואה  , להוציאם מארץ מצרים' ליל שמרים הוא לד

שמרים לכל בני ישראל לדרתם' הוא הלילה הזה לד ” – Chazal say that the first 

half of the night Klal Yisroel were redeemed from Mitzrayim, and during the 

second half of that night Klal Yisroel will be redeemed Le’asid Lavo.  The 

Zohar Hakodosh says that the first part of the night is called, “ליל”, and the 

second half of the night is called “לילה.”  The Posuk tells us that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, “ליל” – during the first half of 

the night, and He will take all of Klal Yisroel out of Golus, “הלילה” – during 

the second half of the night.   

ת יעקבתפאר   – 12:42 “ 'ליל שמרים הוא לד  is a Loshon ”שמרים“ – ”

Rabbim – plural form.  The holy Klal Yisroel were eating Matzah.  There are 

those who eat Matzah where the wheat was watched to ensure that it is not 

Chometz from the time of the cutting of the grain, and there are those who 

watch it from the time it is in the ground.  The Torah alludes to these times 

of Shemira, of watching, by using a Loshon Rabbim here.   

“ 12:42 – מלבוש לשבת יום טוב  להוציאם מארץ ' ליל שמרים הוא לד

הוא הלילה, מצרים ” – Why does the Posuk first use the Loshon ליל, and then 

later in the Posuk add a ה'  to the word?  The Medrash Tanchuma says that, 

 has a לילה refers to the final redemption.  That is why the word ”הלילה הזה“

'ה  making the word Loshon Zochor.  Shemos Rabbah 23:11 – All of the Shiros 

that Klal Yisroel sing to Hakodosh Boruch Hu is said in a Loshon of שירה, 

which is a Loshon Nekeivah, for just as a Nekeivah has birth pangs while 

giving birth to children, so too the Shira of Klal Yisroel still has pain along with 

the redemptions in this world. However, the redemption which will occur in 

the future will be a Loshon Zochor – Tehillim 98:1 “ שיר' מזמור שירו לד ” – a 

song that will be pure song – without any birth pangs.  The first redemption 

in the Posuk refers to the redemption of Mitzrayim, which was not the 

ultimate redemption – for we are still in Golus.  Therefore the Posuk uses a 

Loshon, “ליל” which is a Loshon Nekeivah, for Klal Yisroel is still in pain.  The 

second part of the Posuk, which refers to the ultimate redemption – a 

redemption that will have no pain with it, for that the Posuk uses a Loshon 

Zochor, “לילה.”  

“ 12:42 - מושב זקנים מבעלי תוספות  'ליל שמרים הוא לד ” – The 

night of Pesach is a night that needs many שמרים, things to be watched.  

“ ה הזאתושמרתם את החוק, ושמרתם את הדבר, ושמרתם את המצות .”  It is 

because there are many things that need to be watched that the Posuk uses 

a Loshon Rabbim.   

   Perhaps now we can understand the meaning of the word 

 and why it is stated twice in the Posuk.  Perhaps the night of Pesach is ,שמרים

a time of protection from the Mazikin, but there is something more than that 

here which we can learn.  As Rashi tells us, Hakodosh Boruch was waiting 

with great anticipation for the time to come for Him to redeem the children 

of Avrohom from Mitzrayim, as He had given a Havtacha many years earlier.  

The first part of the Posuk tells us of the first part of the redemption, and the 

second part of the Posuk tells us of the second part – which will complete the 

redemption, with the coming of Moshiach.  Just as Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

waited with great anticipation to take Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, He also 

waits with great anticipation to take us out of the Golus we are currently in, 

to achieve an everlasting redemption.  The Posuk says the words שמרים 

twice, and it is Loshon Rabbim, for while Hakodosh Boruch Hu does in fact 

wait with great anticipation for the redemption of Klal Yisroel, Klal Yisroel 

must also look forward, and yearn for the redemption.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

gave a Havtacha that He will take us out of this exile with the coming of 

Moshiach.  The Havtacha was given to give us an opportunity to deserve the 

redemption.  We need to yearn for that redemption, and believe that it is 

coming.  In the Zechus that we truly yearn and believe it, may we be Zoche to 

see the Geulah Shlaima, במהרה בימינו אמן! 


