
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

שמיניפרשת   – "HIGHER AND CLOSER” 

 

 בס''ד

לר''ש צביה בת 

 יהודית

ר הּוא בֶׁ ר־דִּ ְקֹרַבי ה' ֵלאֹמר ֲאשֶׁ ֵדש בִּ קָּ ם ְוַעל־ְפֵני אֶׁ עָּ ל־הָּ ֵבד כָּ כָּ )י' ג'( אֶׁ   
 
 

This what Hashem meant when He said I will become sanctified through 
my close ones and upon the face of all the people I will be honored  

 
Moshe comforted Aaron by saying that Hashem took his sons because they were so great 
and so close to Him. The Rashbam explains that Moshe was encouraging Aaron to simply 
accept it as a sanctification of Hashem so that he would be able to immediately return to 
performing the Avoda in the Mishkan and not be “distracted” by his own personal feelings 
of Aveilus. 

This seems to be a very high Madreiga indeed; to be able to rise above the personal anguish 
and accept it with total Emunah in Hashem. 

The Baal Shoel Umeshiv explains the words of this Posuk and how they allude to this 
distinctive high Madreiga.  

When a tragedy of this sort happens to ְקֹרַבי ֵדש with my close ones, then  בִּ קָּ  I become אֶׁ
sanctified, as a result of their tremendous Emunah and ability to accept it as Hashem’s plan.  

However, were something of this nature to happen to “ ם ַעל־ְפֵני עָּ ל־הָּ כָּ ” the face of all 
(average) people, then it can cause the opposite; ֵבד כָּ  I will become heavy. Meaning, that it אֶׁ
can cause the person to distance himself from Hashem rather than come closer to Him. 

As Dayan Grynhaus of London once commented, “Of course we are not able to judge those 
who went through the holocaust. But it is fair to say that those who went in strong, came 
out even stronger.” 

It is a big challenge to react positively to a tragedy, but if we truly have Emunah in Hashem, 
we can easier accept it as something in His plan that we simply can’t understand. At the 
same time, it’s important for each person to recognize what level of Emunah he is 
realistically in reach of and not pretend to himself that he can manage without grieving at 
all (like Aaron Hakohen) by just “having Emunah”. 

A Meshulach who used to collect regularly on a commission basis was once in Brisk when he 
suddenly panicked. He realized that he had lost his wallet… which had six months of 
Tzedaka money inside. Not only had he lost the Tzedaka money but he had now lost six 
months’ worth of Parnassah. He went crying to Rav Chaim Brisker who reassured him that 
he would help him recover his loss. 

Rav Chaim Brisker went around collecting for this unfortunate man until he had made up 
the total amount he had lost. When he came to give the Meshulach his money, the 
Meshulach was embarrassed that he had panicked earlier.  

So he commented to Rav Chaim, “You know earlier when I cried, I wasn’t crying over the 
loss of money – for that I have Emunah in Hashem. I was just crying over my own 
carelessness.” 

“Really?” Rav Chaim replied, “If so, please can I take this money back as I know many 
Tzedaka causes that could do with it?” 

“No! No!” the Meshulach started to panic again, “But I need the money!” 

Let us try to work on our level of Emunah and may we be Zoche to sanctify Hashem’s name 
in these troubling times. 
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