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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 7:10 
Mincha  
6:50 
Followed by:  
Shir Hashirim  
Arbit 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 8:52 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Halacha shiur  5:10 

Kids Tehilim 5:25 

Mincha 6:25 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 7:28

 Rabbi’s lecture 8:00

 Arbit following lecture

 Rabenu Tam 8:40

Bachurim program 

 Learning 5:55

   Mincha

 Seudat shelishit- Speaker

 Followed by Arbit

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

 לא יבוא עמוני ומואבי בקהל ה' וגו' עד עולם – על דבר אשר לא קדמו אתכם בלחם ובמים
 בדרך בצאתכם ממצרים ואשר שכר עליכם את בלעם בן בעור מפתור ארם נהרים לקללך

 Both the Ramban and the Or Hachayim ask: Why does the Torah say that the
 reason that Amon and Moab were not permitted to ever convert into Klal
 Yisrael, is because they did not give bread and water to Bene Yisrael when
 they came out of Misrayim; isn't it sufficient enough a reason that Moab hired
 Bilam to curse them? Why do we need the reason of not giving them food or
 water to make a difference? Secondly, the Torah put the reason of food and
 water first and the reason of Bilam second. It should have been the reverse!
 Harav Yosef Zvi M’Salant asks another question. Why were these two nations
 worse than Misrayim? Misryim were permitted to convert to Klal Yisrael
 after three generations, but Amon and Moab were never allowed. We would
 think that Misrayim were worse than them; they killed all of the first born of
 Klal Yisrael; they enslaved them for two hundred and ten years of bitter
 slavery. By never allowing Amon & Moab to convert, it would seem the act
 of not giving Bnei Yisrael food and water was worse. Why? Rashi comments
 as to why the Misriyim were better, since they permitted Bnei Yisrael to dwell
  in their country so many years, fed them and gave them homes to live in.

  
We see from here that if Amon and Moab would have brought out food and 
water to Bnei Yisrael, that would have been of a enough reason for them to be 
able to convert into Klal Yisrael, even if they hired Bilam to curse them. They 
wouldn’t have been worse than the Misriyim. Reb Yitzhak Goldwasser in his 
Sefer Beerot Yeshah explains further. Lot was the great-grandfather of Amon 
and Moab. He was taken care of by his uncle Abraham and Abraham also 
saved his life. He had a tremendous debt to repay to Abraham as well as to his 
descendants. Lot was trained by Abraham in the Mida of Hesed and 
Hachnasat Orchim, and this Mida should have still remained with them. 
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Little Yaakov Yosef sat alone on a bench in New York City. He hadn’t even reached his 
bar mitzvah and here he was, all alone with no one to turn to. His relatives had 
forsaken him, and Yaakov Yosef chose to rely instead on his Father, Hashem. His 
family had remained in Europe, but he would remain loyal to the Torah ideals they had 
instilled in him, regardless of the cost. But of one thing he was certain- when he grew 
up he would welcome all lonely people into his home and no one would have to 
remain alone on a New York bench. 
The years passed, and Horav Yaakov Yosef Herman found a wife who shared his 
ideals. Together, they welcomed many into their home and continued to uphold the 
mitzvos and preserve the sanctity of Shabbos. One day, their eldest daughter took ill 
and the situation was grave. Determined to remain happy throughout, the father 
refused to receive any updates of the girl’s well being on Shabbos. One relative could 
not contain herself, and intercepted a message that arrived from the hospital: The 
young girl had unfortunately succumbed to the disease.  R’ Yaakov Yosef remained 
oblivious to the situation as he was unaware that the message had even been sent. And 

after Shabbos, he received the very welcome news that his daughter was alive and well and the previous message had 
been sent in error. 
On another occasion, R’ Yaakov Yosef was told on Shabbos that his store was burning down and he should come 
immediately. He refused and did not accompany the fireman to the site until after Shabbos had departed, where he was 
pleased to discover that his store was still in fact standing and all was well- the store next door had burnt! 
But perhaps his greatest nisayon in this particular area happened towards the end of his life when he finally arrived in 
Eretz Yisroel. He had left his family, children and grandchildren behind, and travelled with his wife to live in the holy 
land. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the ship docked very late at the port, close to the onset of Shabbos. R’ Yaakov 
Yosef hurried through security asking that he be permitted to pass quickly as the heiligeh Shabbos was fast 
approaching. He was told that if he did not take his luggage it would remain at the port and everything would be stolen, 
but there was simply not enough time. He abandoned all his worldly possessions, and hurried with his wife arriving to 
their destination right before Shabbos began. 
R’ Yaakov Yosef was ecstatic throughout the day, having merited sacrificing all of his possessions in honor of the 
heiligeh Shabbos. After havdola, he was encouraged to go to the port and perhaps salvage some of his belongings. R’ 
Yaakov Yosef was surprised to be greeted by an exhausted British guard, who had been commanded by his supervisor 
to guard every last item for the Rov with such strong convictions, willing to sacrifice everything for the holy Shabbos.

Therefore, Hashem put the reason for Amon and Moab not being able to convert first, as not doing Hesed 
can not exist in Klal Yisrael. It doesn't end there, though. They also were so ruthless as to hire Bilam 
Harasha to curse Beni Yisrael. This teaches us that not only did they not do Hesed with a nation to whom 
they should have had gratitude, but they took it a step further and were actually כפויי טוב by repaying Klal 
Yisrael with the evil intent of harming them.  
The foundation of Bnei Yisrael are the roots of Hesed, Rahamim and Bayshanim. Hashem does not allow 
even for the tiniest mixture of an ungrateful people who refused to do Hesed to become part of His most 
holy and special nation. 

Shabbat Shalom  
Rabbi Ezra Zafrani 

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 



 Volume 2  issue 38 

� Donated by the Accad Family לעלוי נשמת אברהם בן גרסיה 

Ki Teseh / פרשת כי תצא                            בס״ד

To sponsor a bulletin, please call (732) 703-4310 �3

The Grasshopper Mouse 

The southern grasshopper mouse has an interesting taste for scorpions. This little creature from the south-western USA attacks and eats bark scorpions—a 
group of large arachnids, whose stings are incredibly painful and often fatal. When humans get stung, they say the pain’s like having a cigarette stubbed out on 
your skin, followed by hours of throbbing pain. The toxins should easily be powerful enough to kill a small rodent. 

But the grasshopper mouse doesn’t care. It viciously attacks and eats bark scorpions. When 
it gets stung—and it gets stung a lot—it barely seems to notice. 

The reason for this is that Hashem has created the mouse with the ability to be immune to 
the venom of the scorpion so that it can enjoy its diet of scorpions. Hashem many times 
designs an animal to eat another in order to control its numbers. Imagine if there were too 
many scorpions around, it would be harmful to humans and animals alike. Many times 
scientists have tried to remove certain “pests” for certain habitats only to later find that the 
interference caused more harm than good! 

So how did the Creator design this mouse? The mouse is armed with a protein that stops 
its nerves from firing whenever it recognizes the toxins in a bark scorpion’s venom. This 
doesn’t just stop the venom from triggering intense pain; it means that the scorpion’s 
venom actually prevents pain! The southern grasshopper mouse turns a scorpion’s sting 
from a painful killer into a painkiller. The mouse is using the scorpion’s strength against it! 

The technical stuff 

The bark scorpion’s venom works by attaching to a protein called Nav1.7, which is found on the surface of pain-sensing nerve cells. The protein acts like a 
doorway and the venom forces it open, allowing sodium ions to flood into the nerve and causing it to fire. Nav1.7 is very similar across different mammals, 
which is why a bark scorpion’s venom is equally effective at causing pain in humans as in rodents. 

At first, scientists guessed that the grasshopper mouse must have mutations in Nav1.7 that change its shape, so that the venom can’t recognize it any more. 
That’s the usual way in which animals have resistance to otherwise deadly toxins. 
But they were wrong—the grasshopper mouse’s version of Nav1.7 opens in the presence of scorpion venom as readily as that of any other rodent. Instead, its 
secret lies in a second protein called Nav1.8. This one sits in the same neurons in Nav1.7, and it’s responsible for maintaining the pain signals that its 
counterpart initiates. Rather than having Nav1.7  ignore scorpion venom, the Creator has designed Nav1.8 to recognize it. 

By reconstructing Nav1.8 in the lab, scientists found that scorpion venom has no effect on the house mouse version, but readily sticks to the grasshopper 
mouse’s one… and blocks it. This immediately kills any pain signals that are initiated by Nav1.7. 
By blocking Nav1.8, the venom also dulls the signals caused by other painful stimuli too. When scientist injected small doses of irritants into the paws of 
mice, they saw that the grasshopper mouse was more bothered by an injection of saline than one of scorpion venom! And when they injected formaldehyde 
into a grasshopper mouse’s paw, the rodents were less bothered after a dose of scorpion venom. 

The scientist then sequenced the gene that encodes Nav1.8 in both mouse species, and discovered that the differences between them boil down to just two 
amino acids, out of hundreds. In the house mouse, the 859th amino acid in Nav1.8 is a glutamic acid, while the 862nd one is a glutamine. In the grasshopper 
mouse, they’re reversed. That’s it. That swap is enough to make Nav1.8 respond to a scorpion’s venom, and to make a rodent impervious to its sting. 

Similarities in other animals 

There’s an interesting parallel to an African rodent called the naked mole rat. They’re not threatened by bark scorpions, but they do face chokingly high levels 
of carbon dioxide in their underground colonies. This acidic gas increases the levels of protons in their blood, which triggers acid sensors in their neurons. That 
would normally cause pain, but the naked mole rat’s version of Nav1.7 also recognizes protons, and shuts down in their presence. And that makes the animal 
insensitive to acids. 
In this instance Hashem designed the mole in order to be able to thrive in the habitat that is needed.  

Both Nav1.7 and Nav1.8 are very similar across a lot of different species, but small changes can clearly have profound effects. They allow the naked mole rat 
to live underground, and they allow the grasshopper mouse to feast upon well-defended prey. 
These are just two examples of Hashem’s plan and purpose in creation! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal 

HASHEM’S AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 
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Weekly Halacot - הלכה למעשה

The month of Elul is also known as the month 
of Rahamim. Throughout this month there is 
extra help from Hashem to help us return to 
Him and repent and mend all our ways in order 
to serve Hashem with all our heart as the Pasuk 
says  ומל ה' את לבבך ואת לבב זרעך .  

On ראש חדש אלול   Moshe Rebenu went up on 
Har Sinai for a third time to plead before 
Hashem to forgive the Jewish nation and upon 
the completion of Moshe’s prayers on Yom 
Kippur Hashem gave us the second set of לוחות 
tablets and declared that we were forgiven.  

1. The custom of the Sefaradim is to 
recite Selihot every day starting Elul 
until Yom Kippur. In order to remind 
us to repent, the Ashkenazim blow the 
shofar daily for the month of Elul. 

2. The best time to say Selihot is early 
morning by dawn or after Hasot - 
halachic midnight. Yet it can be said 
throughout the day. When saying it 
during the day, the Hazzan should 
wear a tallit. 

3. Selihot may not be said from nightfall 
until Hasot. Although some authorities 
are lenient, nevertheless the accepted 
practice is not to say it during the night 
until after Hasot. The reason for this is 
that the night is a time of judgment 
and is not a favorable time to beseech 
Hashem’s mercy through the recital of 
the  י"ג מדות הרחמים . 

4. One must recite ברכת התורה prior to 
Selihot.  

5. It is proper to recite the Selihot slowly 
with concentration. Likewise, one 
should study the beautiful prayers of 
Selihot .    

6. One should recite the Selihot with a 
 of at least ten men. If one is unable מנין
to recite it with a מנין then he should 
skip the יג' מדות and the prayers that are 
written in Aramaic such as רחמנא, דעני 
 כף According to the . לעניי, מחי ומסי
 one may say the החיים ואור לציון
Aramaic part even without a מנין . 

7. It is proper for one to utilize the 
Selihot as a time to reflect on our ways 
and to perfect our actions by serving 
Hashem with all our capabilities 
through learning Torah and fulfilling 
all the Misvot. 

8. It is customary to recite chapter 27 in 
Tehilim after Shaharit starting the 
month of Elul until the end of sukkot. 

9. Some have a custom to check one’s 
mezuzot and tefilin in the month of 
Elul. 

10. It is our custom to do התרת נדרים forty 
days before ראש השנה and again forty 
days before יום הכפורים . 

Rabbi Michael Levy

THE LAWS OF SELICHOT


