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OFF THE DERECH  
  

Kalev’s lesson

       

Sefer Devorim begins with Moshe 

Rabeinu’s rebuke of Klal Israel during their years 

in the desert. Moshe’s reprimand is subtly hidden 

within the praise he accords to Kalev ben Yefune, 

one of the Meraglim, 12 spies who slandered 

Eretz Israel.  

ר  ֶׁ֥ ץ ֲאשֶּ רֶּ ת־ָהָאָ֛ ן אֶּ ֵּ֧ ת  ָנה ְוֽלֹו־אֶּ ֙ה ֣הּוא ִיְראֶֶּ֔ ן־ְיֻפנֶּ ב בֶּ ֵ֤ י ָכל  ֽזּוָלִתִ֞

ּה ּוְלָבָנָ֑יו ַרְך־ָבָּ֖ ...ָדֽ  “None except Kalev son of 

Yefune; he shall see it, and to him and his 

descendants will I give the land on which he set 

foot, because he remained loyal to Hashem.” 

Kalev’s loyalty and courage are commendable.  

Meor V’shemesh explains an enduring 

message that we can learn from Kalev’s noble act 

during the episode of the Meraglim. When the 

Torah speaks of the tribes and their leaders, it 

mentions each tribal leader by name and status. 

However when it speaks of Kalev who was the 

leader of Yehuda, it leaves out the word “nosi” 

prince. The Zohar explains that the Meraglim 

discouraged people from entering and settling 

Eretz Israel because they were afraid that they 

would lose their status and positions of power.  

They were so self-centered that they were willing 

to sabotage everyone’s hopes and expectations in 

order to remain n’siim – princes of the nation.  

They would have agreed to go but only on the 

condition that they would remain political leaders. 

Their fulfillment of the mitzvah to settle the land 

was contingent on their personal gain. Kalev was 

different because he was willing to let go of his 

status of nosi, of his position of power, as long as 

he was doing Hashem’s will.  The word “nosi” is 

omitted from the verse to show us his willingness 

to forfeit all honors to fulfill this mitzvah. The 

outcome of his selflessness was Hashem’s reward 

of inheriting the land and keeping his position.  

Meor V’shemesh elucidates that the Torah is 

trying to teach us that one should not have 

ulterior motives when he does a mitzvah or 

participates in a project. The only acceptable 

motive must be doing the will of Hashem. If a 

person is able to suspend his personal aims and 

focus instead on doing what’s right, he will 

eventually gain in every way.  

Self-serving calculation should not play a 

role in fulfilling mitzvos. Many people are busy 

searching for segulos, omens, and incentives in 

mitzvos. If they send away the mother bird and 

take the eggs out of the nest, they will have a long 
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life. If they eat fish by each meal on Shabbos, 

their children will be talmidei chachomim.  If they 

do one thing or another, they will be successful in 

business. This is a shallow way to be a religious 

Jew. Mitzvos are meant to be done for the sake of 

doing Hashem’s will and becoming closer to Him.  

We have become an Am Segula, people living with omens.  

The great Rav Elimlech MeLizhensk 

explains the posuk “Al tikach meito neshech 

v’tarbis,” a person should not charge interest. He 

explained that when a person does a mitzvah he 

shouldn’t ask for ribis, interest, from Hashem. 

Whatever reward Hashem guarantees us should 

be enough and we should do mitzvos without 

trying to get more out of them. If our Loving 

Father commanded us to do something, surely 

only good can come of it. There is no reason to 

make deals with Hashem.  

The gemorah analyzes the posuk in 

Tehilim.  במצותיו חפץ מאד “Who greatly cherishes 

his commandments.” Rebbi Elazar said this refers 

to a man who is praiseworthy because he 

cherishes Hashem’s commandments in 

themselves, rather than the reward he expects for 

keeping them. The Sefas Emes clarifies that there 

is nothing more beloved to Hashem than a person 

who performs a mitzvah selflessly, one who is 

willing to lose out but doesn’t consider it a 

sacrifice. He serves Hashem even if it means that 

he will forfeit personal gain. This is the lesson of 

Kalev who was willing and able to see the truth 

about Eretz Israel and relay it to Klal Israel even 

though he knew he would be a regular citizen and 

no longer a prince.   

 When a person is able to serve Hashem 

without bargains and expectations, to focus on 

doing the right thing even if he might “lose out,” 

he will reap eternal reward.  
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