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והמלאכה היתה דים לכל המלאכה “ 36:7

 ”לעשות אתה, והותר

“And the work was enough for all of 

the work, and there was extra.” What does the Posuk 

mean when it says that there was enough work for all 

of the work?  The Posuk says that there was enough, 

and there was extra.  Was there enough, implying 

there was enough but not extra, or was there extra?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 – חתם סופר 

והותר, אתההמלאכה לעשות  ” – If there were just 

sufficient donations from Klal Yisroel for the Mishkan, 

how could it be that there was extra?  The Medrash 

tells us that the extra materials that came in for the 

Mishkan were used to build a Bais Medrash.  How 

were they able to use the materials that were 

donated specifically for the Mishkan, which was for a 

great level of Kedusha – Hekdesh, and use it for a Bais 

Medrash? If one puts oil in the Menorah on 

Chanukah and it burns for more than a half hour, one 

is allowed to have benefit from the light after a half 

an hour of it burning, for the main Mitzvah of the 

Chanukah Neiros is only for half an hour.  

Accordingly, it would not have been a problem here 

to use the extra for a Bais Medrash after the building 

of the Mishkan was complete.  Additionally, what was 

actually donated to the Mishkan by the people was 

just enough for what was needed for the Mishkan.  

However, Moshe was the גזבר, treasurer, in charge of 

all the materials that came in, and anything that went 

through the hands of Moshe Rabbeinu was blessed – 

meaning that there was a blessing and there ended 

up being more material than was actually donated.  It 

was that material, the material that came from 

Hashem, which was used in the construction of the 

Bais Medrash.  The Posuk says, “There was enough” – 

the people donated just enough, “And there was 

extra” – because of a blessing (miracle).   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - מלבים 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – It is usual to prepare 

extra material more than is actually needed for the 

job.  The extra material is for the future, when things 

will need to be fixed, that one wants to have the 

same exact material to use for repairing it.  The Torah 

tells us that there was enough material for the 

construction of the Mishkan, as well as extra for 

future use.   

י"רש  והמלאכה היתה דים לכל המלאכה “ 36:7 - 

והותר, לעשות אתה ” – And the work of “bringing” the 

material was sufficient for those who made the 

Mishkan, for all of the work of the Mishkan – to make 

it and to have a surplus. (Rashi is explaining that the 

first “מלאכה” in the Posuk refers to the work of the 

bringing of the materials, and the second “מלאכה” 

refers to the work of the construction of the 

Mishkan). “והותר” is similar to the word “הכבד” it 

says in the Posuk, “והכבד את לבו” – “And kept 

hardening his heart”, and the word, “הכות” from the 

Posuk, “והכות את מואב” – “And kept hitting Moav.”  

 .(And there kept being extra – והותר)

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - גור אריה 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – The word should be 

understood as if it says, “ולהותר.” There were enough 

materials to construct the Mishkan, “ולהותר” – and 

for there to be extra.  

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - תוספות ברכה 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – If there was enough 

for the construction of the Mishkan, then what is the 

difference if there was extra?  When there is extra, 

that demonstrates that there was in fact enough.  If 

there is nothing left over, it is not apparent that there 

was enough.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 – צרור המור 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – There was a lot of 

work to be done for the Mishkan.  Generally, when 

there is a project of this magnitude, there are things 

that are lacking.  The Posuk tells us that for the 

building of the Mishkan, not only was there enough, 

but there was even extra.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - ספורנו 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – They were able to 

build the Mishkan in a way that they did not need to 

be concerned that perhaps they would run out of 

materials, and therefore would need to cut corners, 

and make sure to be frugal with the amount of 

material they used.  Rather, they used the materials 

liberally, without any concern of running out of 

material.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל המלאכה “ 36:7 - רוקח 

והותר, לעשות אתה ” – There was enough and there 
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was extra – the extra was part of the materials that 

were used for the Mishkan, meaning that it too 

became Kodosh.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - רבינו אפרים 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה  is the same ”הותר“ – ”

letters as “תורה.” This is to teach us that the Tinokos 

Shel Bais Rabban, the young children learning in 

Cheder, did not interrupt their Torah study in order 

to build the Mishkan, as the Gemara in Shabbos tells 

us they were not required to.   

והמלאכה היתה דים “ 36:7 - ילקוט מדרשי תימן 

והותר, לכל המלאכה לעשות אתה  There – ”והותר“ – ”

was extra, for wherever Brocha is found, there is 

extra.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - אור החיים 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – Was there just 

enough, or was there extra material?  The Posuk is 

telling us of how dear Klal Yisroel is to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  Klal Yisroel had a great desire to donate 

to the Mishkan, and wanted to be a part of it.  There 

was too much material brought, and there would 

have been some who donated material, yet their 

material was not used.  That would be hurtful to 

those Yidin whose material was not used.  Therefore, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a miracle that all of the 

material that was donated, even though it was really 

too much, was all used for in the construction of the 

Mishkan.  This way each and every Yid had a part in 

the building of the Mishkan.  There was really extra, 

but all of it was used.  (The Medrash says the extra 

was used for the construction of a Bais Medrash – the 

main point being that nothing of what was donated 

went to waste).  

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - העמק דבר 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – The way of craftsmen 

is that when they are lacking, they use the leftover 

material from a similar substance, and make it work.  

However, construction in this manner is not the most 

beautiful.  The Torah tells us that in the construction 

of the Mishkan, there was enough and there was 

extra, meaning that the craftsman never needed to 

take the leftovers of one thing to use it for something 

else.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - בעל הטורים 

והותר, עשות אתההמלאכה ל ” – The word “והמלאכה” 

is mentioned three times in Tanach. Here, in Ezra 

 And the“ -”והמלאכה לא ליום אחד ולא לשנים“ 10:13

work is not for one day nor two days,” and in Divrei 

Hayomim 29:1 regarding the building of the Bais 

Hamikdash in the times of Shlomo Hamelech, 

 And the work is great.”  This“ – ”והמלאכה גדולה“

teaches us that although the work was great and it 

was not a task for one or two days, nevertheless, in 

two days they were able to amass all that was 

needed because Hakodosh Boruch Hu sent blessing 

to their handiwork.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - אדרת אליהו 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – The Ba’al Haturim 

says that there is a connection to the three Pesukim 

in Tanach that have the word, “והמלאכה.”  We will 

explain the connection in a different way.  There are 

two types of “מלאכה” – “work” that a Yid performs.  

There is Ruchniyos work, which is Torah, Mitzvos and 

Ma’asim Tovim which builds great things in the world 

Above and creates many Tikunim Above.  Regarding 

this type of Melacha, the Tanna says in Avos 2:16 “ לא

 You are not required to“ – ”עליך המלאכה לגמור

complete the task” – for the work is endless, and one 

is only required to do what he can.  The second type 

of work is work of the Guf, exerting oneself to obtain 

his needs of Olam Hazeh.  If one only seeks enough 

sustenance to provide for his physical needs, but not 

just in order to attain much money and physical 

possessions, then he can work on his Ruchniyos work 

in the proper manner.  However, if his desire is to fill 

his storehouse with gold and silver, then he cannot 

work properly on his Ruchniyos.  The reason is 

because one who runs after wealth, becomes 

completely consumed by it, and it never happy by 

how much he has – he always wants more. This will 

take him away from working on his Ruchniyos. On 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Hakippurim, one 

strengthens himself in his Avodas Hashem, and in his 

Torah, however after that it is often quickly 

forgotten, and one returns to where he was before 

these holy days. Ezra 10:13 “ לא והמלאכה לא ליום אחד ו

 Work of Ruchniyos is not to be for a day (Yom -”לשנים

Hakippurim) or two days (Rosh Hashanah) only, and 

then one can leave it.  Rather it is work which must 

be performed the entire year.  If one will say, but I go 

to the Bais Hakneses and Bais Hamedrash every day – 

Divrei Hayomim 29:1 “והמלאכה גדולה” – the work 
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one does during the high holy day period, is much 

greater than all year.  One gets up earlier to Daven, 

he tries to learn more Torah, takes upon himself to 

do more than he generally does.  So one will ask, but 

if I do not go to the marketplace and work many 

hours, how will I sustain myself and my family?  To 

that we say, “והמלאכה היתה דים” – one should work 

for דים, for what his true needs are.  “והותר” – if he 

happens to get more, that’s fine, but not that one 

should turn away from his Ruchniyos work in order to 

attain physical wealth.  One should realize that no 

matter how much he works, he will end up with the 

same amount of money, for it is all from Hashem. 

From these three Pesukim which have the same 

word, we learn an important lesson that one should 

not allow himself to have a desire for physicality, 

which will have a negative effect on his Ruchniyos.   

והמלאכה היתה דים “ 36:7 - בנינו על התורה 

והותר, לכל המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – What Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wanted most from Klal Yisroel was their 

desire to build the Mishkan.  Betzalel did not have 

artisan skills to build the Mishkan, as much as he had 

a yearning desire to built it. It was that desire which 

really built the Mikdash.  There was enough materials 

for the Mishkan – and the proof is that there were 

extra materials.  Being that there was an abundance 

of extra material, it showed that Klal Yisroel gave with 

an open heart, for they wanted to be part of it.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7  - אלף המגן 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – The Ba’al Haturim 

says that there is a connection to the three Pesukim 

in Tanach that have the word, “והמלאכה.” The 

והמלאכה “  .refers to the work of Torah study ”מלאכה“

 ,The Torah is great, there are 613 Mitzvos – ”גדולה

and it is very hard to be Mekayeim all of them.  The 

question is how one can be Mekayeim it – “ והמלאכה

 one is not Mekayeim it all in – ”לא ליום אחד ולא לשנים

one lifetime down here in this world – rather it takes 

a few times, one comes down as a Gilgul to complete 

his mission in this world. “והמלאכה היתה דים” – That 

which a person has the desire and thoughts to be 

Mekayeim a Mitzvah, “דים” – is enough, and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu connects it to an action.  

Another way to perform all of the Mitzvos of the 

Torah is, “והותר” – which is the letters of “תורה” – by 

learning the Torah of each Mitzvah, it is as if one 

fulfilled that Mitzvah.   

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - פני דוד 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – On the Yom Hadin, 

one will be asked if he learned Mikroh, Mishna, 

Gemara….Ma’aseh Merkavah – a level which most 

people never reach.  Chazal tell us that if one 

constantly toils in Torah – Torah that his heart 

desires, then although he does not reach such lofty 

heights, he has fulfilled his obligation.  “ והמלאכה

 The amount of Torah is vast, and one does – ”גדולה

not only learn, “והמלאכה לא ליום אחד ולא לשנים” for a 

day or two – but does so consistently, then, “ והמלאכה

 his work is done and he has fulfilled his – ”היתה דים

obligation.    

סופר כתב  והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – Was there just 

enough, or was there extra material? Every artisan 

and craftsman determines before he begins his work 

how much material he will need for the project at 

hand.  One who is more of an expert, will have a 

better idea of how much he needs so that he does 

not order more than necessary.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

placed in the hearts of the people great wisdom, so 

that they would not need a lot of material, as well as 

He placed blessing in their work, and therefore they 

were left with much material after they completed 

the job.  Had the job been a job for something 

mundane, there would not have been any material 

left over, for they in fact estimated the exact amount 

needed.  As the previous Posuk says, “ 'אשר צוה ד ” – 

there really should have been just enough, but being 

that Hashem commanded them to do it, and there 

was Brocha here, therefore there was extra.  

והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - ישא ברכה 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – Humility is the  most 

important ingredient for the Shechina to come and 

rest upon someone.  There was “extra” so that no 

one should Chas V’sholom become arrogant and 

think that had he not donated his material, they 

could not have built the Mishkan.  Everyone should 

know that it was a Zechus to be able to donate to the 

Mishkan, and one who becomes haughty, know that 

their donation was the “extra” and not even used in 

the construction of the Mishkan.   
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והמלאכה היתה דים לכל “ 36:7 - דברי ישראל 

והותר, המלאכה לעשות אתה ” – Rashi says that the 

 the work of bringing – ”מלאכת הבאה“ was ”מלאכה“

the materials to the Mishkan.  This refers to Klal 

Yisroel’s intense desire to donate to the Mikdash.  

Even after they were told to stop bringing, their 

desire was still there.  It was a desire that lasted 

through the generations, of Klal Yisroel having a great 

desire to give to give money for Tzedakah and 

Mitzvos, and to support Torah.  They brought the 

donations with the purpose of making the Mikdash a 

Mokom Kodosh, a place where the Shechina could 

rest.  Being that their sole desire was such, they 

infused the Mikdash with great Kedusha, in that the 

Shechina was able to rest there, and it also 

overflowed with Brocha into their homes.  We can 

also explain that the “מלאכה” refers to עבודה שבלב, 

work of the heart, which refers to Tefilah.  They were 

Mispalel that they should prepare the Mishkan 

properly, and thereby be Zoche to have the Shechina 

rest there.   

 – Drush L’Parshas Hachodesh – טיב לבב 

Yechezkel 46:1 “ אלקים שער החצר ' כה אמר ד

, ם יהיה סגור ששת ימי המעשההפנימית הפונה קדי

 Thus says“ – ”וביום השבת יפתח וביום החדש יפתח

my Lord Hashem Elokim: The gate of the Inner 

Courtyard that faces eastward shall be closed during 

the six days of labor, but on the day of Shabbos it 

shall be opened, and on the day of the New Moon it 

shall be opened.” Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer -  Rebbe 

Eliezer says that the gates that were swallowed in the 

ground will Le’asid Lavo, in the future days of 

Moshiach, arise from the ground and return to their 

place.  The gates of the Inner Courtyard that faces 

eastward will be closed during the six days of the 

week, and on Shabbos they will open up on their 

own, and then all will know that the day of Shabbos 

arrived.  The same applies with Rosh Chodesh; Klal 

Yisroel would see that the doors would open on their 

own, and they would then know that at that moment 

there was a new moon, and they were being 

Mekadesh the Chodesh Above.  What is the meaning 

of this Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer?  Why was it necessary 

for there to be a miracle to let Klal Yisroel know when 

Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh are?  Isn’t it something 

that is revealed to all? That which we count the 

months and years based upon the moon, is after the 

moon had a deficiency.  The moon told Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that there cannot be two equally great 

luminaries in the world at the same time, so 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu minimized the moon, as the 

Gemara says in Chulin 60b.  However, Le’asid Lavo, 

the moon will return to its fullness, and the light of 

the moon will be like the light of the sun.  Therefore, 

it will no longer be possible to set the months and 

years based upon the moon, for it will be a full moon, 

and not wax and wane. Additionally, Le’asid Lavo, we 

will be in a state of יום שכולו שבת, it will always be 

Shabbos – even during the weekdays.  However, with 

all of this said, there is an added Kedusha to the days 

of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh, for those are days that 

Klal Yisroel were Mekadesh it through their special 

Avodah to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, of Tefilah and being 

Mekayeim the Mitzvos of those days.  That added 

Kedusha will remain forever.  With this 

understanding, we can explain the Pirkei D’Rebbe 

Eliezer.  The gates opened on these days, for Klal 

Yisroel will not be able to determine when Rosh 

Chodesh is based on the moon, and not be able to 

determine what day is Shabbos.  The gates will open 

to let Klal Yisroel know of these great days, which will 

have an extra special Kedusha for eternity because of 

their extra Avodas Hashem on those days.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what מלאכה 

the Posuk is referring to, and why the Posuk says that 

there was enough, yet there was extra.  The מלאכה is 

referring to Avodas Hashem, performing actions for 

the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  There was enough 

work for all of the work, meaning that in Avodas 

Hashem one can continue to work – there is always 

more to do.  We must remember, that we perform 

Avodas Hashem, we are performing acts of נצחיות, 

everlasting acts.  Parshas Hachodesh – Chodesh 

Nisan, is the month of Geulah.  We must be reminded 

that while there is a moon that waxes and wanes 

now, Le’asid Lavo it will be no longer– it will always 

be full.  However, we now have the opportunity to 

infuse everything around us, the days, the places, 

with great Kedusha.  May we be Zoche to truly 

increase Kedusha in this world, and be Zoche to the 

Geulah Shlaima, במהרה בימינו אמן!   


